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Sir william BAKER, Knt. 
WILLIAM MABBOT, 

AND 

JOHN PAYNE, Efqrs. 

Gentlemen, 

T H E following finall Tradls, in eon- 
fequencc of unprovoked injuries, were 
haftily thrown together, during the late cla- 
morous difputes between Direftors, Proprie- 
tors, and Candidates for the, management of 
Eaft-India affairs at home and abtoad.--t-How 
they came to be fo haftily produced, and as 
haftily pubUlhed, it feems requifitc I fliould 
explain a little more at large. 

I 

At the beginning of thefe inteftine broils, 
I was determined to avoid engaging on either 
fide; and, to fhixn Iblicitation, I dilpofed of 
all the flock I flood pofiefled of, without 
retaining as much as might entitle me to a 
lingle vote ; fo truly defirous I was to enjoy 

A z ha. 
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Jv dedication. 

in quiet that peaceful retirement, I had dearly 
purchafed at the expence of fo many diflicul- 
ties, miferies, and heavy misfortunes as fell 
to my lot, while in the fervice of the 
Company. 

Such, I fay, were my refolutions, to 
which I fliould moft ftridlly have adhered, 
if I had not found my charadter firft indi- 
redtly, afterwards openly attacked, by the 
bafeft calumnies, which were levelled againft 
me in a manner, fudden, unmerited an(f.un- 
expedted. 

Under thefe dreumftances, there was a 
neceffity of fpeaking for myfelf, and, which 
was ftill more unpleaiing, I found myfelf 
likewife conftrained to enter upon my vin- 
dication without delay. — The pungency of 
thefe accufations • the precipitancy of the 
times, and a difpofition to take every thing 
for granted that was not immediately refuted ; 
obliged me not only to difpatch them as 
quickly as was poffible, but alfo to produce 
them in like hurry to the publick eye". 

It was from thefe accidents, which I could, 
not either forefee or avoid, that they came 
into the world not lb well digefted, and with 
much lels accuracy, than the candid part of 
2 mankind 
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fiiankittd have a right to expe£t in every pro- 
du&ion that claims dieir confideration, and is 
fubmitted to their judgment. 

To the fame caufes I may very jnllly refet 
thofe errors of the prcfs, which were in fome 
of them fo numerous as fcarce to leave the 
fenfe intelligible ; to fay nothing of other 
nuftakes in orthography and diflion, all arif- 
ing from the utter impoffibility of allowing 
me time requifite to revife and correft the 
proof ihcets. 

It is from a juft fenfe of thefc involun- 
tary imperfections, that I have been led to 
review, to reform, and to caft into fomewhat 
a different fliape, thefe little pieces, that were 
thus expofed j and to render them ftill clesfter 
and more fatisfaCtory, I haive .added ibma 
other Tracts, which* however feafonable, I 
had not tiite leifure to prepare, and which, 
from my obferving the obfcurity ariftng from 
their omiffion, I conceived it my duty to add 
as foon as opportunity would permit. 

My narrative of the fatal cataftrophe at 
Calcutta, and that unexampled feene of 
liorror to which fo many fubj«3:« of Great 
Britjua were expofed in the prifon of the 

Black-" 
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Black-Hole* has fo clofe a conneikbn with 
ope of the pieces that precede it* as fcarce 
to require an apology for repripting it in this 
edition; prefixing, as a frontifpiece to the 
Volume, a Print of the Monument -which I 
ere£ted, at my own expence, to the memory 
of thofe unhappy fuflFerers. 

Many, if not moft of the matters con- 
tained in thefe fheets* are to you. Gentlemen, 
very well known, as having been often the 
fubjeft of your deliberations ; and, there- 
fore, to whom could I fo properly adtlrefs 
them as to yourfelves ? — Two jpf you firft 
incited my endeavours, and diredted my 
labours for the Company’s intereft. — Mr, 
Payne, with the fame diftinguilhed zeal, 
encouraged and fupported them; a zeal 
truly difinterefted, for I was a ftranger to 
you all; fo that you could have no motive 
to the favour you beftowed, and the pro- 
tedion you fo generoufly afforded me, ex- 
cept the warm and pure regard which you 
ever fhewed, rather than profefled, for that 
refpedtable body, whofe concerns were , then 
committed to your care. 

You have. Gentlemen, frequently done 
me the *|ionour to fay, I did not difgrace 
' your 



your patfonage, or diiappoint your favour-f 
able expedtations : to me this was the moft 
ample reward — but I could not help think- 
ing there yet remained fomething due on my 
part; and that I ought to attempt the jufti- 
fying your choice to the knowing, the 
ingenuous, and the judicious world. 

This became more efpecially incumbent 
on me, when I found Envy and Malice 
arraign the charadler of him, whom you had 
.efpoufed, and whom you had fo long ho- 
noured with your friendfliip. — — This, I 
thought, I could not better effedt tlian by 
publifliing the following Pieces. 

With all pofllble fubmillion, I lay them 
in their new drels before you, as thereby 1 
am favoured with what I have long and 
ardently wiflxed, an opportunity of giving 
this public teftimony of a grateful heart, for 
the many and repeated proofs I have received 
of your refpedable patronage. 

1 am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obliged, and 
moft obedient humble fervant, 

Mount Fellt, 

J. z. H O L W E LX., 
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ADDRESS 

T O T H E 

PROPRIETOR S 
OfEAST-INDlA STOCK; 

SETTING rORTH 

The unavoidable Necessity arid real Motive# 
TOR the 

REVOLUTION in BEN GAL, in 1760* 

By JOHN ZEPHANIAH HOJ.WEIL, Efq} 
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EXPLANATION Persian and 

Moorish *Tcrms in the following Sheets, 


A. 

j^AWJTfNT and Rnjjitiniiy — ^Imports and Ex- 
poiLs. 

Ar^'^re — A Petition — //; zdujht — Idem. 

Ajj'anituees — Dealeis m difFcienc Branches of Trade. 


B. 

Bankn Bazar — Formerly the Oflend Faftory, 
St'^uai — Pi inccl's— meaning without Care. 

Bu\'cy — A Paymafter of I'roops. 

Butkjhrias — l'’oot Soldiets whofc common Arms 
are Sword and I'argct only. 

C, 

Cho-jikeys — (ruards at the Stairs, or Landing-places, 
Chimm — I .imc. 

Cvffid — A I’ooc-mcfll-ngcr, or Poll. 

Chubdaar — An IJlher. 

Coolly— Porter. 

Cbout — \ Fourth P.irt. 

A Cofs, or Corfe—A Mcafure from two Miles to 
two Miles and Half. 

A Carore of Rupees — An hundred Lack, or one Mil- 
lion Sterling. 


D. 

De'jean — King's Treafurcr. 

Dewanny — .Superintendancy over the Royal Re- 
venues. 

Dujfiitary — An Impofl’ ol ten per Cent. 

Durbar — Court or Council, and fometimes a LcvJe 
only. 

Decoyt — A Robber. 
pummdeb — A R’ver. 
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Fowzdar — A Military Officer, 

G. 

Gomafiab — Fa61:or or Agent. 
Gwallers — Carriers of Palanquins, 
Gunge — Grain-Market, 


H. 

Hackeries — ^Carts or Coaches drawn by Oxen, 
Harkajfohs-^S^ves , 


I. 

yehn Nagore — A Village fo called. 

Juggernaut — The Gentoo Pagoda, 
Jemmautdaar—An Officer of the fame Rank with 
the Roman Ceniyrion, 


M, 

Machulka — An Obligation with a Penalty annexed, 
Moottflxe—h Pcrfian Secretary. 

Mufnud — T h rone. 

Moortes — Wi iters. 

Maund'-A grofs Weight between 70 and So Pounds, 

N. 

Negrai — Anew Settlement at one of thePegu Iflands, 
Nohut— A Drum, a Mark of Royalty affumcd by 
the Subahs of Bengal. 

P. 

Terwannah—An Order or Command, fometimes 
a Grant. 

Purranea — In the Province of Bengalj a Naboblhip 
fubordinate to the Subah. 

Phtrmuni—A Royal Mandate, or Grant. 

Pykes 
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Pykcs — OJficers relative to the Service of the Lands. 
Ponf jOays — Guard-Boats . 

Po^r or Shroff- — A Money-changer. 

Peons — Iniantry, 

Pottabs — Grants. 

Poudaty^ Foorea — Farmers diftinft Allowances on 
Gi am at the Gunge. 

R. 

Rmmah — Diftrift for the Royal Game. 

S. 

Seer, Chetat^ Matind — Forty Seer is one Maund, 
and fixtecn Chctac one Seer. 

T. 

’Fellnga — The Carnatic Country on the Coaft of 
Coromandel. 

T ankfal—A. Mint for Coinage, 

Tanners and Buzl>udgea—Poxt'& on the River Ganges. 
Tunkabs — Aflignmcnts upon Lands. 

Tuzfiicontta, Ginanab — Wardrobe and Seraglio. 

V, 

Faquttl — Englifh Agent or Refident at the Nabob*? 
Court. 

Vizerut — The Grant for the Vificrihip. 

W. 

Wazeed-—K confiderable Mahometan Merchant who 
refided at Hougley upon the Ganges. 

Z. 

Zemin— Gronad-^Zemindary — Relative to Lands. 
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A N 

ADDRESS 

TO THE 

Proprietors of East India Sto^k. 


GiNiLr-MEN and Ladies* 

I KNO W not any body of people in the kingdom 
fo much to be pitied, or fo dcfcrvedly the ob- 
jeft of attention, at this period, as yoinfelves : 
ilrangers td the fecrct fpnngs and -woi kings of the 
great machine you are embarked inj you muft be 
alfo ftrangers to the nature of its defesSts, and in- 
capable of applying proper remedies to its irregular, 
and conlec]^uently deltruftive motions. 

Thofe incrufted with the conduft of your con- 
cerns at home, diftiadted and divided in their 
councils ; your Agents abroad, in the fame un- 
happy diviAons and animolttics , a general Court 
at hand, where it is to be feared, not one in a 
bundled of you will be able to form any clear idea 
of the matters to be difeufled . What falutaty cflFedts 
then can be expeded from its refolutions, in your 
prefent uninformed ftate ? 

I will not begin fo endlcfs a work as the invefti- 
gating, from their original fource, the various 

B 4 com- 
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combined caufes, whicli gave rile to thck’ diiU'n- 
tions, as VC would anfwer no one ufcl'ul purinvli,' .ic 
prelent: an honeft indignation, and true iCj^aui 
for the welfare of the Company provokes my pen, 
to refciie you from impreflions, the bell and mtill 
fenlible are Ibmetimes liable to, from mifrcpi den- 
tation, artful invcftive, plaiilible, Ipecious, though 
fallacious argument, and cruel inlinuation enough 
of thefe are, at this particular jimSurc, thiown out 
to amufe and blind you, by fome no better ac- 
quainted with the fubjefts they write and Ipcak on, 
Man moll of yourfclvcs. 

The produftions of paltry fcriblers are below 
mine, and every gentleman’s notice, (fucli as ap- 
peared in a late evening paper ;) but when nsen of 
lenfe, virtue and charafter, and others who have 
poflefled high and diftinguiQied ftations and emolu- 
ments in your fervice, join the cry, and help to 
keep up and incrcafe this anarchy in your affairs, 
it is time to guard you, not only againll the venom 
of their pens, but their tongues alfo} for, fiom 
them there may be danger. 

That your affairs have been bi ought ro llie blink 
of ruin, is moll certain, and polfibJy by this time 
(tho’ God forbidj you may not have a foot ot laiuk 
nor a rupee of property, in the three proviiu’es of 
Bengali a difmal and alarming piojjx-cl.— - The 
queftion IS, What is the real anti m ue immctliatc 
caufe of this melancholy fituation ? if you hearken 
to the prefent torrent of abufe, ytni will be told, 
the revolution which depofed Mhir JaHicr Aly 
^an, and letup his ibn-in-law, Kolllm Aly Khan, 
in the year 1760, is ftained loiih in^ 

and is the caufe of every lublequcnt niilchlef 
to you . you are further told, this change will be 
explained to you from thi mofi undented aathsrityj 
and manfwerahle atgut^mts: but nothing of this 
kmu yet appears to tnligliicn you* 


From 
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From another quarter you are informed, your 
Court of Directors arc culpable. — Thofe who Ihoot 
in the dark, may fire boldly indeed, nor being im- 
mediately liable to difcovery •, but then they may 
be fomctimes liable to nufiake their aim — the 
chaige againfi them is couched in the follow- 
ing terms. “Your Couit of Diiedois at home, 
plealed with the pielent advantages, never exa- 
“ mined the means by which they were obtained, 

“ or whence the neceflities arofe that were pleaded 
in extufe of the revolution,” — I fliould be giieved 
you could imagine I am fet down to Ibtm an apo- 
logy for the whole conduct of your Couit of Di- 
redors. — Far be it iiom me — but as I know their 
judgment on, and fandion given to this i evolution, 
were tlie rcl'ult of mature examination, both as to 
the means, and neccfiltlcs that produced it, it would 
be difitondl in me not to fay fo ■, and I will venture 
to pronounce, that befoie I dole this Addrd's to 
you, yourielves will acquit them of this charge, and 
be convinced their conduft, as to this particular' 
tranfadion, was ftndly conliflent, not only with 
your incereft but honour — nor will I doubt, but 
this revolution will, in the fcquel, refleft honour 
and credit on every one ,of your Icrvants who had 
a part in it. 

To vindicate the revolution of 1 760, is the talk I 
now impofe upon myfelf, not only for your infiir- 
mation, (though I confcli, that to be n moving, and 
at this time a veiy cllential confideration) but allb 
in jurtification of my felf, who, it is veiy well 
known, had fo large a lhare in it, and in defence 
ot one of the tell and molt capable fervants you 
ever had abroad. Juflicc to Ins merits exads ihn 
rflViniony horn me, though he llipcrccded me m 
tlic government ol your prcfidcncy of ilengrl — I 
fonuive Mr. Vanfitwri’s charadler, on tins ofca- 
fion, injuiioufly ciadutcd; he is not here to vindi- 

caic 
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cate himfelf*, it is therefore incumbent on me ‘win 
only can) to do it ; the more eipecially, bccdutc il 
any juft ccnfure lies againft him on account of ihi? 
revolution, it is owing to the reprefciuations Ijiel 
before him by me, touching the ftate of the Coni 
pany’s affairs at the period he came to the govern- 
ment. 

Previous to laying proofs and vouchers before 
you, It will not be amifs, to fay what T intend to 
prove. 1 therefore let out with thefe pofitions: 
Firft, That the d iftreft fituation of your affairs, as 
well as impending ruin of the provinces, made it 
unavoidably neceflary to divcft Mhir Jafficr Aly 
Khan of power to do greater mifehiefs, as by a 
ftries of mal-adminiftration and cruelties he had 
•well nigh brought himfelf, his family, the pro- 
vinces, and the Company, to deftrufiion ; fo that 
it became a reproach to the Englifh name and ainvi 
to fupport his tyrannic government any longer. 
Secondly, That Mhir Jafficr Aly Khan was guilty 
of a breach of every article of the offenfive and 
defenfive treaty made with him in the year 1757, 
when he was by us promoted to the Subafliip of 
Bengal— Thirdly, That your honour, and the ho- 
nour of the nation, leinain inviolate, and Hand 
ummpeached by this revolution, though the con- 
trary has been fo induftnoufly infimiatetl 

This conteft is reducible to a very narrovr com- 
pals.— If the depofing Mhir Jafficr Aly Khan was 
a juft and nccelTary meafure, every fubJiiqiicnt op < 
pofition to )t mult be wrong, and highly detrimen- 
tal to your intereft, trade, and pollcffions j on the 
^ depofing Mhir Jaffief 

A^ Khan, an unjuft and unneceflary meaftire, the 
reftoring him muft be right, in the eye of ftridl 
^ftice, provided fuch rcftorafion is lb circom- 
ft^ced, as to be brought about without the mani-* 
tclt hazard of ruin to your affairs, On this w« 

2 
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join ilTuc, and proceed to our proofs. In order to 
which, a ftiort introduftion to fafts will be needful. 

In Augufl: 1760, Henry Vanfittart, Efq*, ar- 
rived at Foic 'Willum, Bengal, and received the 
government. Your affairs, as well as the ftate of 
the provinces, being in a moft ruinous, intricate, 
and disjointed lituation. Mi. Hoi well thought it an 
indifpenfible duty on 'him, to draw up fuch a clear 
rcprcfentatlon of thefe matters as fbould afford that 
gentleman an immediate general idea of our poli- 
tical ftate at that period — wliich he accordingly 
did, in the following terms, introduced by a ftioit 
adikefs to your fecrct Committee. 

the Honourable Henhy Vansittart, Efqi See. 

Member i of the Selcti Committee^ 

Hon'*''’ Sir and Sirs, 

A S my health, and the confideration of other 
circumftanccs, will foon oblige me to requefl: 
permilTion of the Board to iciign the fcrvicc, I beg 
leave, previous to that ftep, to accompany this 
Ihort addrefs with fuch remarks and memorials, as 
may convey to the Honourable the Prefident, (fo 
lately arrived among you ; a knowledge of the pre- 
fent ftate and fituation of the Company’s affairs, as 
they ftand connefted with, or are dependant on, the 
country government of Bengal. 

I have the Honour to be, See. 

J. Z. H. 

MEMORIAL. 

T O form .a judgment of the prefent ftate of 
things .u Bengal, it will be needful to have 
a retrofpeft to the late revolution of the year 1757, 
when ncceflity, and a juft refentment for the moft 
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cruel injuries, obliged us to enter on a plan to tic- 
prive Suiajud DowU of his government* which 
was accordingly done, and Mliir Mahomet Jarikr 
Aly Khan, fixed by us at the head tlic provinces* 
on certain conditions, and under a treaty of alli- 
ance, ofFcnfive and defenfive. 

A fliort Ipacc fully proved how unwwthy the 
family thus raifed to the Subalhip were : the condi- 
tions ot the treaty could not be obtained from dw 
Suba, without, in amanner, being cxtortal from him j 
and by a thoufand (hifts and evalions, it was plain, 
no finsle article would ever have b^n complied 
with, had the Suba been invefted with Hifficienc 
power to prevent it, or could he have diveftM 
himfclf of his own fears and apprehenfions from our 
fefentment. 


Tunka’s on the lands weie, however, granted 
for payment of the flnpulated fums, at Hated times, 
by which the Roy Roycn, (or Collefror of the 
Revenues) and the Dewans, Mutfoo lies, &c. (de- 
pendents of that office) with every harpy employed 
in the Zemindary or lands, became our implacabltf 
enemies ; and confequcntly, 

A party was foon uifed at the Durbar, headed 
by the Suba's fon Mhiran, and Raja Raagc Bul- 
lob, who were daily planning fcliemcs, to ftakc off 
their dependance on the Rnglifli, and coniiniially 
uiging to the Suba, that until this was efledvd, 
his government was nominal only, Tlie Suba, 
fomething irritated, by the protcaion given ro 
Raja Doolubram, better known by the name of Roy 
Doolub, and weak and irrefolutc in himfclf, fell 
too loon into thefe fentiments. 

The fiift ftep taken to accomplilh this fclicme 
ot independence, was, to afljffinatc and cut ofi-l 
under one pretence or another, every miniftcr and 
officer at the Durbar, whom they knew vWfre at- 
tached to the Enghflii to this purpofe, C<^u 

Haady, 
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f-Iaady, and ColTim Aly Khan, firlt and fecond 
Puxey, were aflalTinated in November and Decem- 
ber 1758 After many attempts made on the per- 
fons of Rheim Khan and Gol>-m Shaw, his tincle 
and brother, they were at laft obliged to feek an 
afylum with the Shaw Zadda, 1759. Roy Doolub’s 
fon and four brothers were piolciibed, on no other 
caufe, but his known inviolable attachment to us j 
this family would have fallen a faciifice had they 
not been icfcued out of the Suba’s hands by force 
of arms. Omhir Beg Khan would, from the fame 
caufe, have fuffered the fame fate, had he not 
given his folemn engagement to quit the kingdom, 
which he accordingly did, in a milerable Itate of 
health, and lived only to ariive at Buflbrah. 

The next projefl: of the Durbar, appeared (by 
every fubfeqnent concurring circiimflance) to be a 
fecret negotiation with the Dutch, for tianfpoiring 
troops fiom Batavia into thefe provinces, that with 
their united force a ftop might be put to the power 
of the Knglilh. This fcheme was conduced by 
Raja Raage Biillob, on the part of the Suba, and 
by Fookru Toojaar Khan (better known by the 
name of Coja Wazeed) on the part of the Dutch, 
about Oftober or November 1758, the period when 
the Dccan expedition took place under Colonel 
Fordc, and your garrifons were much reduct d. 

Soon after the provinces were invaded by the 
Shaw Zadda, (undoubted heir to the Mogul em- 
pire) on the fide of Patna, and Colonel Clive, with 
the Englilh troops and Seapoys, joined the Suba 
and his array, and by forced maiches preferved 
Rajah Ramnaran (Nabob of Patna) ftead)r in his 
duty, and arrived jufl in time to lave that city and 
province, and drive the Prince beyond the liver 
KurnimnalTa, and brought the Budgcpoorc, &c. 
pountfics under fubjeftion. 


The 
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ThePiince, more than once, wrote to tV '' In. 
rel, offering; any terms for the Company anti i.mv 
fclf, on condition the Knjjhlh would t|nif tlu* huba* 
and join his arms ; but the Colonel, thinkuif; it 
incompatible with our treaty of alliance, gave the 
Prince no encouragement. 

At the end of the campaign, in June 1759, the 
Colonel returned to us •, and about the fame time* 
the Suba and young Nabob Mhiran anived at 
Muxadabad : botli, now, witli full convi£lion of 
our firm attachment to his government and family, 
and of our religious legard to treaties. What fcnlc 
they retained of thefe obligations, and how long, 
will appear by and by. 

The Suba and his fon, thinking thcmfelvcs now 
better eftablifhed in the govcinment, and fLrcf'Hi'd 
by fuch a poweiful fiipport as our arms, let no 
hounds to their cruelties, oppreiTions, and ex* 
addons from thofe who had any thing to'be pluA* 
dered of; and thefe barely icceived a check, from 
the frequent and fevere remonflrances of Ct'lonel 
Clive to the Suba, on a conduct, which he foietold 
Jiim, mufi, from the general dettjlut'iun of hs peo/<lt', 
end tn the dcjirnr^ion oj hinijelf Jamily^ and coiuury.— 
His tioopti clami.rous for their pay, whilfl the 
Suba, m place of appropnaiing the fiims he had 
acquired, by repeated aJfa/nnacions, to the jiifl: 
demands of his Jummautdais and troops, laviflied 
the fame in boundlefs extravagancies. 

About the latter end of July the ydling 
Nabob ai rived inC.ilciitn, on a pretciuled vifit to 
the Colonel; but the leal ilefigii was, to negociatc, 
if pofJiblc, the fnrrendcr of Poy Doolub, and two 
or three other articles, given him in charge by his 
father; fuch as, giving up the Timka lands on 
itcurity, — iborrowing a large fum of money but 
in thefe the fon proving unfuccefcful, a member of 
the Boaid and Scledt Comniitiee, was, at his dcQre, 

fenf 



t 15 1 

font to accompany him to the city, to reconcile the 
Suba to the negatives his fon had met with at Cal- 
cutta, and at the Time time to intimate to him the 
advice we had received, that a large armament was 
fitting out at Batavia, dellined for Bengal, and to 
know his lelolution, in cafe that foice arrived in 
the river. 

He was not to be reconciled to the refufals his 
fon had met with, but detei mined to try his own 
power, and declared his intention to villt the Colo- 
nel himlelf in September, (which he did, but with, 
no more fuccefs) he feemed to make light of the 
intelligence touching the Dutch armanieuc, and not 
to give niUth credit to it, though he difoovercd 
great peiplexity however, he wrote a letter to the 
Colonel, demanding otir aflillance, by viituc of 
the treaty of alliance, in cale tlie Dutch troops came 
into the river. 

'I'he armament from Batavia auived during his 
vifit at Calcutta ; his ftay after that was fliort, his 
mind feemed much eiubarraflcd, and his whole 
lliblequent conduft gave moll undoubted proofs, 
that the Dutch force was arrived at his invitation j 
that fuch were the fentiments of Colonel Clive and 
his Council, appears fiom the narrative of our con- 
left with the Dutch, November tranfmitted 
to the Court of Dircftors, and to our leveral Ad- 
mirals : a perufal of this narrative will convince the 
impartial, that the Suba’s behaviour on this occa- 
fion, was a molt flagitious breach of the treaty of 
alliance j and that no terms whatever fhould have 
been preferved with him after fuch treachery and 
ingratitude ; to which we may add, by way of il- 
lultration, the fubfequent farces carried on between 
the Nabobs and the Dutch, even until the month 
of July 1760, as fet forth in the feveral letters 
between Mr. Holwcll and the Rclident at Morad- 
|iaag, on this fubjedt, to which I refer 5 wheie it 

will 
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will appear moll manil*e|l, tiuf the n, 

inrcntions never were lo oppoie ilwlc iict>|)U*, ihtm, 
he was from time to time caliin^ U(ion O'!, itiiil il 
manding afliftance, by virtue of the treaty of .ill 
anceftibfifting between him and the Enghlh ; — 
witnels the private orders and inftrudiions given i 
his fon-in-law, Mhir Mahomet CoITim Aly Khai 
fo t^podte to the public orders given to amufe *r 
deceive us, when he was fent down to demolifh tl 
new works at Chinfura, the apparent delay in whic 
drew much cenfure upon that General, until tf 
troth was known. 

In the beginning of the year iy6o, the Sh»' 
Zadda invaded the provinces again, with a fort 
more refpedtable than in the preceding one, bot 
in troops and commanders, by the revoh of Con 
gar Khan, Golam Shaw, Rheini Khan, and others 
the Soba, by this time, having made hnuielf aiv 
family fo univerfally hated, that w€ may fit) 
there was hardly a man in tlie province that did nc 
wUh fuccefs to the Prince. 

Colonel Clive refigned the government early i 
February 1760, about which time the Morattor 
entered the province from the Ibutliward, and pe 
jiecrated Burdomaan countiy, making a condde 
raUc diverfion in favour of the Pnnee ; the Sub. 
demanded a body of our troops, Seapoys and licle 
artillery, for defence of his country, to join his 
army under the command of Mhir Coflim Aly 
Khan; which were granted : — but here the Icrvicc 
expeftedi, and intended by this united force, was 
intirelv fruftrated, by the piidllanimous and con- 
mdafiory orders from the Suba to tliat General, 
which ended at laft in commanding him' to advance 
towards Cutwah, for the defence of the city, in 
place of ordering him- to march to the fouAward, 
againft the Morattors, to drive them ooc of the 
country ; and this in oppofitioft to the ftrong^ 
3 remonftranccs 
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rcmonftpances made againft it, by Mr. Holwcll and 
Mhir Coflim Aly Khan: thus the cotintry fell ^ 
prey to the Morattors, and a total flop was put to 
the collection of our Tunkas, on which was our 
dependence and expeftation, for the fervice of the 
year. (I'td. Mihtaiy Corrcfpondence, Feb. and 
Mar. 1760 ) 

Our troops, under command of Major Caillaud, 
in conjunflion with the Suba’s army, commanded 
by his fon Mhiran, had taken the field Ibme time 
before Colonel Clive’.s departure for Europe, and 
fliaped their rout towards J'atna, whilfl. the Suba 
remained in the neighbourhood of Rajamaal, a 
check upon Cuddeiin IIolTein Klun, Nabob of 
Purnea. 

A regular and particular detail of the tranfafbions 
of this laborious campaign, will not be expefted 
here, as the progrefs of it will prefent itfelf in the 
courfe of the mil.tary correlpondcnce, laid before 
the StleiSt Committee} therefore general remarks 
on the futcei's, cllcdlis, and probable conlequences, 
will lufRce. 

This campaign, like the former ones, produced 
no definitive action, or ftroke, to lay the leafl: 
foundation of peace to the provinces ; in the courfe 
of it^ three morally fure, and important oppor- 
tunities, were loft by the cowardice of both Na- 
bobs — The firftj when Mhiran refufed to join 
M^or Caillaud with his horfe, in the immediate 
purfiiit of the Prince, when defeated near Patna; — 
The fecond, when the Suba refufed to comply 
with the Major’s requeft and demand, to crofs his 
horfe over Burdomaan river, to attack the Prince, 
when united widi Subabut, the Morattor general.— 
And the third, when in the laft purfuit of Cuddeim 
Hoflein Khan, the young Nabob refufed to lead of 
detach his horfe to the Major’s aOiftance, by which 
a general aflion might have been brought on j but 

C on. 
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on the contrary, kept hunfrlf encamped above n 
mile m the Major’s tear, a? il’’ his intentions were 
to leave our troops, without hoile, a fjciilke to 
the enemy, 

• On- the near approach of the Major to Patna, lift 
received a Phirinaund from the Prince, of wliirli 
he advifed the Board, and promilal to forward a 
copy 1 but no wonder that, in the courfe of To ex- 
traordinary and fatiguing a campaign, It Ihould 
cfcape his memory. — ^On the Sluw Zadda’s arrival 
m the Bierboheen country, (after the un«tpe6trd 
march he formed upon his defeat near Patna) the 
Prefident received intelligence that the Suba hatl 
aiffually a Yackeel in his camp s and that he waa 
negotiating a feparate treaty for himfclfl This 
appeared to have fo dangerous a tendency, that any 
means were eligible to obtain the truth. 

The hte Prefident, > by a third hand, Caufed 
Aflud Jtimma Khan, Raja of Bierboheeti, And hb 
vinclc Comgar Khan, to be wrote to, on this fubjeCk 
of the Suba’s Vackeel and treaty.— •This foon pro- 
duced a Phirmaund fiom the Prince, inclofing 
copy of the Suba’s Arzdaflit. 'fhe Prelivlent mado 
no reply to the Phiimaiind, but returned a fliorc 
one to Comgar Khan’s letter, (which accompanied 
tlie Phumaund) intimating, tii.tr copies weie of 
hide validity, where originals were in be.ng. 

A ftwdays before the f rince beg.an his rcrriMt 
from the hills, the Prefident received a H-cond 
Phirmaund from him, inclofing original ArJidalht 
from tire Suba. — All that can be laid for or ag.iintk 
beliei- being given either lo the authenticity of ilic 
copy or rhe original, will appear on the fact* of 
the coi'ivlporidence, in two letters from the Hrcfl- 
dent to the Major, under dates the zad and 24th 
of laft Apiri, and to Mr. Haflings the Refident at 
Morad-baag, the zotli of the fame trionth: to- 
tfide, vve (nay further remark, chat if they vwB' 

forgeries. 
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forgeries, they have yet corroborating fignaturei 
of truth j and the whole tenor of the Stiba’s con- 
duct mote exaftly tallies with the terms of the 
Arzdaflit (or peiition), But to rcftime the courfe 
of the campaign to the prefent time. 

Patna is iclieved and fecured for the prefent— 
Cuddeim 1 loflim Khan is tkpofed from his govern-* 
ment of Purnea, and drove out of the countiy, 
but with all his tieafure and valuable effefts, to 
the reproach and infamy of the young Nabob’s 
memory ; fo that after the rains he will eafily join 
the Prince, with theeflential linewsof war, money, 
the only thing he Hands in need ol to enable him 
to harrafs the piovinces 6ve ycais longer. 

The young Nabob is taken ofi' by lightening,— 
and our troops arc gone into quarteis, after having 
done' as much or more than could have been 
expeded from men fo wretchedly fupporced, bv 
thole for whofe prtfervation they endured every 
diltrefs and fatigue, and braved variety of deaths. — 

The Prince has found means to preferve himfelf 
and forces, a footing on this fide the Sone, and 
in- the neighbourhood of Patna : it is faid, Com- 
g«f Khan has forfaken the caofe of the Prince, 
whlth appears moft improbable i not only on 
account that he has no ocher chance for rcim- 
burfing himfelf, but perfeverance 5 but'alfo, be- 
caufe we have undoubted intelligence that 3000 
of his troops have joined his nephew, AlTud Jum- 
ma Khan, who has thrown off his allegiance to the 
Suba. — ^Thefe troops are certainly lodged, m make 
an early and important diverfion, at the opening 
of the next campaign, by entering the Burdomaan 
country as foon as the Prince begins to be in 
motion to the northward j and thus our fupplics 
from thence will be again cut off, and the Com- 
pany’s affairs reduced to the laft extremity of 
diltrefs, unlefs the approaching fliips of the feafon • 
C 2 relieve 



[ ao 3 

iclieve us, or the whole Tunica’s on thole l.inU!. he 
colletked dur.ng the rains. — The Utter is hardly 
pofliblc, and the former rarries very little proba- 
bility with it.^ — ^The laft propufal from die 
to pay our balances, and refume his lands, is 
devoutly to be wilhed, but it is to be feared he 
has no meaning in it. 

The various reafons urged again ( 1 ; rupporting 
the prdmit government longer, on the plan we 
have been feme time purfuing, to the heavy injury 
of the Company, with various expedients to relcue 
them from their manifeft approaching ruin, are 
fct forth at large in the nrilitary correfpondence— 
in letters from the Prefident to Major Caillaudy 
under dates the 24ih and 25 th of May, and 14th 
of June, and 3d of July to Mr. Amyat, under 
dates the a5th and 30th of May, and xfl July-, 
to Mr. Haftings, under dates the a4th of May> 
and 30th of June, and 5th and 8th July. 

The fudden death of the young Nabob, if made 
a proper ufe of, feems to point out a middle way, 
if things are not gone too far already, to admit 
any other alternative than di veiling this family 
flora the government altogether. — Vide the Prefi- 
dent’s letter to Mr Hallings of the ifJtli July, 
and to Major Caillaud, of the sbth, on tlic fub- 
jeft of a fucceflbi to the young Nabob’j polls,*— 

J. Z. H. 


The foregottig Memorial, we believe, would 
cany luiTicient conviction with it, to eltahlifli our 
three poiidons, were we to go no f.ii iluT the 
r.idts there Hated are faithfully reciteil, atul without 
^^^ggsrjtion : it they are not, we arc open to 
uetedlion, froi.. one fide or other of the prelenc 
divifion m the Court of Diredlors } tliere arc lead- 
ing members in both parties, who can have 
. reeuurfe to the face of their rtcorda of conlultatiQOs 
anJ commictce proce^dingjS, 
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As the feveral charges laid againft Mhir Jafficr 
Aly Khan, in this Memorial, may, by being too 
much divided, not appear fo clear and intelligible 
as we could wifh, though iufficiently lb for whom 
it was then drawn , we lliall, for your more ready 
comprehenfion, throw the whole inLo a regular 
cunncftion as follows : — ^Tlut, very loon after his 
advancement, he iclolved to reduce that power 
which railed him to wealth and princely grandeur. 
— That, in order to efFeft it, he began (by bafe 
a/Taflinations, or other methods) to cut off, and 
drive out of the provinces, every officer and per- 
fon of impoitance whom he had the lead caufe to 
furniife favoured our mtereft, oi were attached to 
us. — That he had been fcarcc feated in his govern- 
ment, when he entered into a fccret negotiation 
with the Dutch, to intrndnee an armament in 
the Province's, to counteradl and deftroy our power 
and influence ; — a mcaftirc as wicked as foolilh. — 
That he was guilty of the deepeft deceit and 
treachery towards us, his benefaftors and allies, m 
repeated inftances,— -That, whilft our officers and 
ttoops were fuffering every diftrefs, and hazard of 
their lives, m defence of him, his Ton, and country, ‘ 
our commander in chief was bafcly and trcacher- 
oufly deferred, at three different periods, by father 
and fon, — 'rh.’t he medit itcd a fep.'rate, feemt, 
treaty with the Shaw Zadda, and offcied tofacrificc 
IK to the I’lince, but was not (happily for us) 
liehcved, or heard.— That the whole term of his 
•Mivcrnmcnt w.is an uniform chain of cruelty, 
tyranny and oppreffion. — That (over and above 
what is cliargeti againft him in the Memorial) he 
meditated, and was near carrying into execution, 
an infamous fccret treaty with the Morattors, which 
would have proved the total dcltrucfion of the 
country, if it Imd not been timely prevented.— 
'I’hac he threw ev'ery poffiblc lect and hindrance in 

C 3 our 
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our way, in the coUeftion of our Tunka^. — TJut 
he cncou^agt^, and winked at, the oWl(tK‘tion< 
given to the free cutrency of our Calcutta Su-» a'j» v 
by wluch, at times, the Company I'uftcred heavy 
loflcs. — 

Each of thefc charges is a violation of that trcaiv 
which put Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan in poflt'fTmn of 
a government of more value than many kingdoms 
of Europe, fupported by \is at the esi»encc of our 
blood, until it became a icandal and reproach 
our name and nation. — But it is time wc proceed 
to other proofs than bare alTertions : Thcle wc fliall 
take from the correipondcnce fo often leferreU to \ 
and if, in the Icvcral vouchers we exhibit to you, 
feme parts of your affairs fhould be laid mtirc open 
than you, or rather your Court of Direftors, wifh— 
the ncceflity muft plead our apology ; faithfully afl’ur- 
iDg you, that we will only touch on fuch. miatters as 
may be abfolutely requifite to fopport our chaiige. 

Governor Clive departing for Europe the 8th 
of February, 1760, Mr. Holwell fucceeded by 
his rank to the government j the eftabllflicil com- 
mittee entrufted with the conduit of all political 
occurrences, with the country govcMiimcnt, con- 
ned of the Piefident, I’eter Amyatt, E’iii, Ma- 
jo,r Caillaud, W. B. Sumner, Kfq; luitl W. Mac- 
guire, Rfq, The Major and Mr. A my ait ablcnr, 
the one in the field, the other chief at Patna.— V\'e 
fhall open our proofs with a letter from the Prefi- 
dent to the Major, and that gentleman’s anfwcr, 
as the correfponclencc between Mr. Jflolwcll and 
Major Caillaud was only on public alFairs, which 
haying long ceafed to be of a fecret nature, wc 
think wc cannot be jufkly acculed of any breach, 
of propriety in publilhing any part of tbatcorre. 
ipondence which the pubhc information calls for 1 
elpecially, as whatever we Ihall produce from this 
quarter, wiH redound to that gendcman’s honour. 



[ ,23 ] 

STo John Caillaup, Efqy 

SIR, Fort U'llhati?, 15 th Fcbiuary, 1760. 

I Congratulate; your iucccis in the rccludion of 
Cuddcim Iloircm Khan, the particulars of 
•which 1 leccivcd iioin the Nabob, and dilpatchcd 
them immediately to the Colonel, though fear too 
laie for Ins receiving that fatisfaftion : he was A 
good deal anxious on this head, us he feared it 
might have been the caufe of delaying youi advance 
towards Raiah Ramnaram. 

Subut at the head of about 3000 horfc and a 
few foot, has advanced rtS far as Midnapore, and 
given a general alarm to the cuuntiy; they tle- 
manded their cliout , if they come with further 
Views, their dcligns are not yet raanifclted. — Ru- 
mour, without any foundation, fays, that Roy 
l!)oolub has encouraged their march be it fo or 
not, I have thoui>lic it neccilary to have a more 
than ufual watchful eye over him at this jun£lurc. 
—“I have wrote the Nabob on the fubjedb of the 
Subut’s advance -, and gave it him as my opinion, 
that as he has now nothing to appiehend from 
Purnea, he fliould return to his capital. — If you 
judge the fervice to the northward will admit of 
fuchaftep, you will enforce it. Your con efpon- 
dence will ever afford a real plcaRire to him, who 
is with much efteem, Sir, 

Your moll obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z. H. 

9a the Honour ahh J. Z. Holwel l, jE/jj Prejident 
and Governor of h'on William. 

SIR, Can^ Shabfadaperej Feb. 27, 1760. 
T Have been honoured with your obliging favour 
I of the 15th inftant; you may be allured of 
finding in me a pundlual correfpondent, both from 
inclination and duty. 

C 4 The 
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The pajt of your letter, Sir, with regard to R( 
Doolub, 1 have anfwered fully in the general lett 
which accompanies this.— I mould have firft wrr 
on the fubjeft, had you not prevented me i and a 
almoft convinced, that, on further exaniiiutio 
we fliall find that both vour fufpidons and ml 
are true and iuft; indeed the Letter to the Sha 
Zadda, of which I fend the copy, would be qui 
fufficient to condemn him, were it not that thr 
is a poflibihty of its being formed by the Nabt 
on purpofe , who ir, from frindpU^ very eapahie 
doing that, or any other infamous action to gain I 
ends.— I lhall, however, fufpend my jutigmer 
until your examination is over. — The prccautioi 
you have taken were highly judicious j for thouj 
the proofs againll; him may not, on trial, appe 
fo clear as we could wiCh for our fatisfadion • y 
he is ftill a perfon to be {ufped%d, and of coni 
quence cannot be too narrowly or ftriftty watche 

Your opinion, with regard to the Nabob's retu 
to the Capital, agreed perfcfdy with mine ; I h. 
advifed him to that ftep before the receipt of yo 
letter, and have fince enforced it on yourjud, 
ment : — he may eafily, if he pleafcs, put an ei 
to this beginning of trouble, if he will purllie tl 
proper methods, and pay them their chout ; bi 
indeed, fo dilatory is his conduil in every relpeiJ 
and particularly where payments of money are t 
be made, that I fuppofe he will put it olF, tint 
they come with iucli a force as will oblige him t 
it, but that not until they have done as mut 
damage to the country as will amount to doubl 
their tribute regularly paid. 

The more I fee of the Na^ob, the more I ar 
ponvinced, that he muft be ruined in fpitc of ol 
our endeavours, if he doth not alter hia prefen 
meafurcs — He is neither loved nor feared by hi 
troops or his people ; he negleiSts fccuring the on 

b' 
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by the badncft of his payments, and he wants 
fpirit and ftcadinefs to command the other. — As no 
one knows him better than you, Sir, no one is 
more proper to give him the neceffary advice on 
the occafion ; nor can you too forcibly or fre- 
quently rcpiefent to him, the fatal confcquenccs, 
it' he perfifts in his folly. Believe me, Sir, with 
truth and refpecl, 

Your obeiUent and obliged humble Servant, 

J. C, 

Our reafon for introducing the firfl: of thefc 
letters is for fake of the reply, and to do 
honour to the good lenfr and penetration of that 
gentleman; who could fo early, and on fo J!hort 
an intcrcouile with him, form a confummatc judg- 
ment of that weak and infatuated man ; in which 
he had caufe to be confirmed, day by dw. — We 
have only further to lemark, on the fubjeft <if this 
letter, that on the ftriftcft examination into the 
fuppofed letter of Roy Doolub to the Shaw Zadda, 
faid to be intercepted by the Suba’s Harkarahs, 
(or fpys) it was proved a palpable forgery of the 
Suba, to get him delivered into his hands hoping 
thereby to get the plunder of a Corore of Rupees. 
•—An attempt fimilar to this, he made in Colonel 
Clive’s time, agatnft the fame perfon, but was 
fli^mefully detefted ; and fure, none but him could 
ever have thought of it again. 

JWr. ' Warrsm Hastings, J^ejident of 
Morad Boag. 

SIR, fort Wdlim., a ad Feb. 1760. 

I Wrote by the Nabob’s Harkarahs laft night, 
and this morning received your favour of the 
18th, and obfeivcd, by the Nabob’s repeated 
anxieties concerning Subuc, that bis intelligence on 
that head is very imperfeft ; it is true he has pof- 

fefled 
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ll'fled himfclf of Mitlnapore, but as^ )»<•£ lit 
appears not the Icaft fyundatiun for hU lupj'o 
advance to die city : — lie hliniclf rcmaitiN at M 
papore, fome of his people arc advaiucd to C.lu 
dcfc^a, and a very tew to Bowannypvirc, but i 
a man of his one foot to the noitliwarJ of i! 
place : if he ever had any dcfign of nurvhinp 
the city, the advance of our troops to join Coll 
Aly Khan, and my putting Roy Doolilb under 
^rcit, may probably have put a ftop to it, ihoii 
it never appeared to me be had forces viiih li 
equal to fuch an attempt, «^Thiiigs thus circu 
f^anced, 1 muth diflFer from you in opinion tau< 
ing Co^im A.ly Khan’s march to tlie ciev ^Atch t 
troops ; as it appears to me more eligible, that 
throws himfclf between them and the city at 
great a dilhance from the latter as poHible, by wh 
flsp he will have it in hU power, cither to mai 
dowi>, and force Subut to quU Mdnapore, 
retreat towards the city at laft j but it is very cl 
p> me, Subut will withdraw as loon as ColTun u 
Khan begins his march. — -I am, Sir, 

Your moll obedient Servt 

J.Z. 


S'o John CAiiLAun, R/q-, 

, 'SIR, Fort W'illiam<, 2.^th Pcb. tyi 

L est the general confufion and apprchi 
^ fions of the approach of Subut and his M 
rattors, which how reign in the city of Muxadab; 
Ihould Ipread to the northward, and afl'cil yc 
operatiohs, 1 ju,*^ it nece/Tary you Ihouki 
acquainted with the real, ftat® of this circunillani 
• On the Nabob’s dophrture from the city. Sub 
began his march from Ballaforc, and after a fl« 
conflifl: with Koofall Sing, poflcllcd himlelf of Mi 
naporc, and fentfmall detached parties to leize on t 
2 couni 
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country round him one of ■which advanced as far as 
Chundercona, and another as far as Eowannypore, 
where they ftill remain without a man advancing a 
foot further to the northward •, his whole force con- 
lifts of about looo vagabond hoifc, and half as many 
foot; This force, by the timidity of fome, and 
roguery of others at the city, has been magnified 
to ten times the number i and fear has taken fuch 
total polleflion of the people there, that they ima- 
gine him and his troops within an haul’s march of 
them j oui Gentlemen at ColTimbuzar, and Mo- 
rad- baag, feem, by their letters, to be alio under 

the greateft apprehenfions. Cofiim Aly Khan, 

who lias juft now taken his leave oi: me, takes the 
field to-iiionow with about 15000!' the Nabob’s 
troops 5 we have judged it necclTary, at the Na- 
bob’s requeft, to reinforce him with the detach- 
ment intended for you, and 100 Europeans more, 
200 Seapoys, and two field pieces : the whole have 
been encamped i’omc days at the Ercnch gardens, 
and I doubt not but their firfl: motion will leftore 
the tranquillity of the city and country. I am 
moft truly. Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z. H. 

We propofe by tlicfc two letters to point out 
the pulillanimity and folly of the Suba, in order- 
ing the troops under Cofiim Aly Khan to tnarch 
towards Cutwah and the city, by which unfor-, 
tunate niealure, the Burdom^ah country was aban- 
doned, and left a prey to Snbgt and his handful 
of raggamuffin Morattors, to the irreparable ftain 
and diigracc of the huba’s government, and heavy 
diftrefs of yourfervants; whofe whole dcpendance for 
fupply was from the Tunkas (or aflignments) upon 
that diftridl — as befpre remarked in the MemonaL 
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7a Mr* WARRtN Hastin’os. 


SIR, Fort tf'tllkmf 8th M.arch, 17 

I H A D ycfterda^ your fjvovir of the .*Sch, { 
on the fubjcft ot Roy Doolab and Raj.ir.nn, 
which I find the Nabob’s incelHuciiftf isi a\ bad 
it has been hitherto, with reipift to Subut and 
Morattors, who have gained ibine fboiin;C m t 
country, and eclat fiom no caiife, but the Nabo) 
fupinenefs and contradifloiy oideis to hit fon-i 
law Coflim Aly Khan. — You mention the Nabol 
having lent a Harkarah with your letter, who h 
feen Ralbeharry, 8cc. in Subut’s camp, but 1 
luch Harkarah is cotne, and there was very got 
reafon for itj he had impofed on the Nabob •, ar 
the fellow who brought your letter tells me, tl 
other was ordered to accompany him, but left hii 
after they were difpatched j he believed he vwnt 1 
Subpt’s army — the fame intcUigence I had font n 
m m anonymous letter from Ballafore, refpedtin 
Ra^harry, &c. and of Roy Doolub’s having f« 
which I could not, on th 
” pJ’qmiy, find the Icaft foundation.— O, 
my firll intelligence, I ordered Kalbcharry to b 
brought befo'c me ; he has been Jong dangeroufii 
III, an^d I could venture to Iwear he has never beer 



palpable fallicy of this intelligence, let the Nabob 

h>n\be fatisfied, that let 



^cdement Texcepti^g Tfe; fo^ 

ftrifleft°™H'’‘^ GinanahJ they are both under the 
guard, and at his own requeft, to quiet 

the 
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the Nabob’s’ fufpicions, he moves this day into a 
houfe next to the Armenian church — He writes me 
to put Roy Doolub in fetters, a difgrace I cannot 
think of inflifting, without being guilty of a breach 
of the facred laws of protedtion granted him, unlefs 
a proved viohaiion on his fide juftifics it j in that 
cafe, I will not only put him in irons, but fend 
him directly to the Nabob.,— It l>as been hinted to 
me, -whether by the Nabob’s authority or know- 
ledge, I will not fay, that a prefent of four Lack 
was ready for me, provided I would deliver him 
up, or that I might make my own terms. Should 
any intimation of this kind be infinuated to you, 
I requeft you would return the fame reply I did, 
that I would not be guilty of luch an aftion for 

four Corore I am. Sir, 

Your moll obedient Servant, 
J. Z. H- 


To John Caii.lauo, E/^-, 

SIR, Eon JVilUats-, i ith March, lytfo, 

I AM favoured with yours of the 27th uJf, 
With relpc£t to my fcntimctits of Roy Doolub, 
you have them in part in our public letter of this 
date; to which 1 will here add, that I am very 
lendble tliere are probable appearances that he has 
given fomc underhand encouragement, both to the 
Shaw Zadda and the Morattors ; yet whilft proofii 
are not plain againfl: him, I think we cannot pro- 
ceed further than we have, conliftent with the firft 
plan of politics wefet out with when this man had 
our protcdlion given him. One ruling motive to 
the Nabob’s having him in his hands, is itjoft cer- 
tainly his wealth ; but he is ftill fwayed by a much 
greater, to wit, that we IhouU not have fo ftrong 
a check over him as our detention of Roy Doolub 
qycr will be. The protefbion given him is (next 
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to our troops') the bcft fcciiriry wc h.i\ r for th{ 
Nabob’s good behavtoxir, I'lic loiwr n’lVjjod ct 
in the general loiter, was one lent d nvn th’ 
Colonel} it was laid to be wroic by Htn n.vdiiV 
to Coja Hnddyj the purport to cut tlie Naluil- 
off, — but the Colonel afiliieil me the lni«tTyol 
the letter was fo palpable and icandalotw, time ti 
ought to deftroy tlic cicJit of any liiiure at(rov,)!'< 
Ixottt that quarter 5 and fuch aie the ii’afons alii \iifti 
this year, in the feleft Committee’s letter to the 
Coitipany, for the protedlion granted and Cf.nti- 
fined to Roy Doolub, that we cannut confiffctxtly 
or prudently give him up, without the moll glai ■ 
ing proofs againft him. The judgment you li.ivt 
formed of the Nabob is too juft ; weaknds, irre- 
folution, fufpicion, and (ronfcquetltly ) cruelty, 
form his difpofition. What but tlie ilTuc you pre 
di&i can refult from theft, when joined to a int>ll 
ungracious and infolent demeanor, which has *n,! h 
him umveifally hated and defpiftd ^ VW- mull 
however fuppoit him and his government as Ion;’ 
as "we pollibly can, without involving ourlelvci 
and employers in his ruin ; when this appears, it 
will be time to think a little further, us I judge 
^cre IS no treaty fiibfiftmg betxvecn us can exasl: 
that facrifice.— — I am. Sir, 

'* Your molt obedient humble .Servant, 

J. Z. H. 


Ito PfeTEn AwVAtT, Eff, 

S IR,^ Calcutta^ nth March, 

t|>ORGIVE my late reply to your favour of 
i the 24th ult. You know the plague ami 
hurry attending the difpatch of oxir hit fhip,. and 
will therefore attribute my negleft to the roal and 
only caufe, and not as proceeding from any difre- 
gard of your obliging letters, for which I requeft 

you 
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you will accept my very fincere thanks ; an J per- 
mit me to affure you I lliall receive your correljaon- 
dence and commands with much plcafure, and be 
glad» on my part, in every lhape, to promote 
every view you have or may have, either to the 
public or your own private advantage. Your liiua- 
tion, I believe, has been difagreeable enough ; by 
exprels intelligence this morning, I leain, the 
Prince has efcaped the Major’s vigilance, and is 
advancing this way, and that the Major is maich- 
ing back to fecure the paffes. In this I fear the 
Prince will have too much the flart of him-, 
iliould this prove the cafe, matteis will begin to 
grow ferious, and the face of things in this pro- 
vince require your caily fentiraents on this fubjeft. 
I intreat you efteem me with great truth. Sir, ' 

Your moft obedient Servant, 
J.‘Z. H. 

To Mr. Warrem Hastings. 

SIP, Calcutta, 15 th March, iy5o. 

I YESTERDAY received your letter of the i ith 
from Coffimbuzar, advifing me of the intended 
march of the Nabob to Siikragully. I wrote you 
I think the 12 th at night and indofed you a letter 
to the, Nabob, and copy of it for your perufal, as 
alfo copy of Subnt’s letter to me, which I inclplcd 
to the Nabob. I have kept irt readincfs ibo Eu- 
j opeans more to join Capt. Spoars, being hourly 
in cxpciftation of the Nabob'‘5 inilructions to be 
joined by his command j but as yet 1 have not 
had a line from him on the fubjedt of the Shaw 
Zadda’s unexpefted motion towards the paffes. 
Coffim Aly Khan with Capt. Spear’s command, 
was at Burdwan yeflerd ly ; if he continues thus 
dilatory and inadive, and I receive no dtmand for 
troops from the Nabob, I will certainly fend Cape. 

Yorke 
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Yorke with a fcpaiatc command of ? oi Imho- 
peans, field aitillciy, and kupt»ys, tliieottv in»i» 
die Kirpy counciy, whcie our CTimiallali utul Au- 
rungs are daily plundered. I h)n|j; Iin iV.i'l". i 
advices from you. \Vc have no iiilelhycncr i'es.:.; 
die Major, later dran the 6th from I)cuni.ip 0 ic. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your moll obedient, humble Servant, 

J. Z. 11. 


I'o M \ Warren H.-istin g««. 

SIR, Cfl/ctffffl, aift March, lyo-r. 

F rom the accounts 1 have had from the Com- 
mtflary and Cape. Spears, the monthly expences 
of this expedition cannot be lels than 50,000 
rupees. You eftimate wrong In I'upfiofing the 
force lefs than one- fourth of the Majtu’s. It 
exceeds his in Europeans, and is on the whole one 
thottfand j therefore requeft you will prefs the Na- 
bob, as the ftate of our treafury is very low, by 
our continual current expences, and total Hop to 
our Tunicas. Thcfe you are to oblervc, are the 
incident chaiges of the expedition, exclufive of the 
pay of the troops. And I once more requell you 
inlift on the Nabob’s making an immediate remit' 
tance, to enable me to fupporc the expedition, or 
he will lay me under an unavoidable nccellicy ot 
recalling the troops into garrilbn. He writes me 
to order the troops to join him. I have already 
advifed him thofe orders aie fent to Capt. Spears, 
the moment he receives his fumraons t in contra- 
di£lion to this, I lall night received a letter from 
Mr* Watts, of die i8th at night, informing me 
that Coffim Aly Khan had juR then received orders 
from the Nabob, to march againil Subut, and pre- 
vent, if poflible, his advance to Bierboheen, His 
irrefolution and fupinenefs, I much fear, wiU prove 
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Ills dcjlruiElion at laft, in fpite of our utmoft endea- 
vdms to favc him. I fee it will behove us to think 
of guaiding againft our bein^ involved in the fame 
ruin. 

I am frorrt good authority informed, that the 
Nabob has dil'patchcd a tiully peifon with an abjedt 
pctitiun VO the Pnnee, who was, the 23d of the 
Moon, at Deingeer , that the perfon and petition 
IS theie with him. The purport of the petition 
runs thus : “ ^hat on advices reaching him that 
“ the Morattors intended to enter the country by 
“ the w.ay of Patna, he had fent his Ibn and the 
“ Major to oppofe them ; that it never was his 
“ intention to oppofe his Majefty’s arms, to whom 
“ he was an old profefled flavc ; but by the evil 
“ counlels of Rajahram, Natain, his fon Mhlran, 
“ and the Major, had aflcd contrary to his inten- 
“ tions and 01 tiers ; and that if the Prince defirCd it, 
“ he was ready to furrcndei himftlf to liis plcafuie.” 

If thefe aic his tricks, you will, I doubt not, 
think with me, it is time we fliould look to the 
Company and otirfclves. What makes me the lefs 
helitate in my belief of the above, is my knowledge 
of his fcheme of fending Jaffier Cooley Khan on the 
like errand,- before the Colonel went, which he 
then dropt on a threatening letter from the Colo- 
nel, which by his order I didtated to the Moon- 
lliee. 1 am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient, humble Servant, 

j. z. a 


STo C.apta1n SpEAks. 

SIR, Calcutta^ ‘nad March, 1760. 

V ARIOUS difficulties intervening, have re- 
tarded the march of your reinforcement under 
Capt. Pifchcr until now; though I think this even- 
iijg or to-morrow morning will be the lateft of their 

D ftay. 
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ftay. The artillery and fcapoys have been crofled* 
thefe two days. Capt. Fifcher will have orders to 
take the neareft rout to join you at Burdomaan j 
but as I have reafon to think you may by this 
time be joined by the old Nabobs and are advancing 
to the fouthward or foutb-weft, you will be careful 
from time to- time to- difpatch advices to- Capt. 
Fifchcrof your intended rout. It would not be 
amifs if you report this reinforcement much 
ftronger than it is. You have given me no advice 
®f your having lecelvcd the commiflion I fent you, 
impowering you to hold general court-martials. 
Agreeably to yourrequeft, I ha.ve given Mr. Watts 
pcrraiflion to pay the recruits the remainder of die 
bounty-money, if you and he thinJt xt abfolutely 
neceflary. Dr. Steward is appointed an addltiona] 
fiirgcon for your command. Notwithftandingtht 
orders you have already received, Ihould you, upor 
any unforefeen emergency, receive orders from Ma 
jor Caillaud to join him, you are to pay immcdiati 
obedience to fuch orders, or any otheis you maj 
receive from him, touching the condudl of, o 
condudling the troops undei your command. Ant 
here I think it neceflary to explain to you, tha 
although, as auxiliaries to the Nabob, you are C( 
pay regard touching the deftination of your tioop 
for the defence of his government , yet fhoiild yoi 
fee a probability of your coming to aftion witl 
any of his enemies, you are, with lefpeft to a pro 
per dilpofition of your troops, to pay no reg-ard ti 
any orders you may receive from him on that head 
but in conjunflion with your Captains and officers 
in a council of war, determine on fuch difpolition 
as aie moft likely to give fqccefs and honour to th 
arms pf your county. If the Nabob and hi 
army join you, you are co take the mod particula 
care to have no communication whatever betwee 
his troops and yours to which end you mo 
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always encamp at proper diftance from him, and 
by no means, in the ufual courfe of your march, 
permit his troops to take the lead, unlefs you 
judge It neccflary at any time, that advanced parties 
of his cavaliy lliould piecede your van. You are 
not only ever to be on your gu.iul againfi: alurprize 
from the enemy, but alio againll treachery from 
the Nabob himfelf ; for which precaution I have 
my particular reafons ; but you are likewife to have 
the ftriiSleft guard upon yourfclfi that no fufpi- 
cions of this kind elcape you unto any one, unlefs 
you Ihould have caule fulEcient to lay them before 
a fele£t council of war, confitfcing of your Captains 
only. 

I heartily wi(h you a fuccefsful campaign, and 
expeft to have as frequent intelligence from you as 
poflible. Sir, 

' Your moft humble Servant, J. Z. H. 

To Mr. Hugh Watts. 

SIR, Fort JVilUam, agtli March, ly^o- 

I HAVE before me yourfavouis of the zotli, 
2ift, and 24th inftant. The Nabob’s incon- 
fiftcncies and irrefolution continue very uniform, 
and will in the end prove his ruin, unlefs he has 
better luck than he deferves. By a letter I have 
juft received from him, he now feems to think the 
Prince will enter by the way of Bicrboheen, and 
Lccra Koonda, and tells me he intends joining 
your party foon, and will advance that way to 
oppofe him. I enclofe you copy of the letter I 
dilpatchcd fome days ago to the Rajah of Bierbo- 
hcen, and have by Capt. Fifcher fent you a fupply 
of 15,000 funwad rupees. 

I have wrote this moiningto the Nabob, enjoin- 
ing him to fecure fome Mvantageous poft near 
Burdwan, where he may have it in his option to 

D 2 fight 
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fight, or not, and with equal facility flop the ad- 
vance of the Prince from Bicibohcen, or of Subui 
from the fouthwardj.. but- by no means to be pio 
voiced to fight before the Major joins him. If the 
Nabob advances beyond the Dummadab, the paitj 
of Morattws which fell on your rear, will moH 
probably pufli for the city, where their 600 will, 
in the fears of the people, fwell to as many tbou- 
fands. As to the Subut, I think I can depend on 
the intelligence I have of his having taken, the road 
from Biffiiapoie towards Bydenant, to join the 
Prince. I have wrote howevci to the N.ibob, and 
advifed him, fliould he hold his refolution of 
marching with our troops to Bietbohcen, to take 
care that he leaves a trufty and capable officer, 
with as ftrong a body of cavaliy as he can fpare, 
at Cutwah, to defend that key to the city ; and to 
the fame purport I lliall diiefbly difpatch a letter 
to the Roy Roycn. I am, Sir, 

Your moft humble Servant, J. Z. PI. 

Captain Macklean. 

SIR, Fett IFtlham, Maich 30, lydo. 

I N confequence of your addrefs to the Board 
from Gangam, under date the 7th inftant, 
which reached us the 24th, I judged you within a 
few days march of Calcutta, and difpatchcd to 
you a letter the 26th at night, adviling you that 
Major Caillaud, with our foices, were in the field, 
fomcwheie about the Bierboheen country 5 and that 
you Ihould follow all luch ordeis as you might 
receive from him, whether with i efpect to joining 
him with your command, or othet wife rcfpcifting 
the conduct of your march. By a letter received 
late laft night from our refident at Cuttack, I have 
t^he pleafure of knowing you were arivved wiihin 
half an hour of that city, which makes it needful 

1 fhould 
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I lliould give you a flioit flute of things, as they 
are now circumftanced, for the guidance of your 
future conduiSl. — I’he Shaw Zadda, with a confi- 
derable army, chiefly hoife and without aitilleiy, 
is advanced at the back of the lulls, with intention 
to enter this province by the way of the Bierboheen 
or Patchcet, to fubveit this government. Subut 
(whole force is lately much inciealcd by meeting 
no oppofition to the foutliwaid) at the head of 
5 or 6000 Moi atta horfe, is in pofleflion of Mid- 
napore, Kirpy, and all that part of the country j 
and I hear is advancing with the gieatefl part of 
his force from Bifnapore towards Bydenaut, or 
Bierboheen, to join the Shaw Zadda. Major Cail- 
laud, with the mam body of our troops, in con- 
junflion with die young Nabob and hjs forces, is 
in purfuic of, and tlofe in the rear of the Shaw 
Zadda’s army I'he old Nabob, with the icfl of 
the forces of the piovincc, aie at Boodeegaam, in 
the road to Bieiboheen, to oppofe the Shaw Zadda 
in front, wluHl the Major prcfles his rear. A body 
of 500 European®, as many Seapoys, and fix field- 
pieces, arc under the command of Capt. Spear, 
near the city of Burdwan, the capital of Burdo- 
maan, and are to march and join the old Nabob 1 
and have, I conclude, by this time joined him. 
A detachment from Subut, of about Koo horfe, 
are in the neighbourhood of Burdomaan, with 
intention to harrafs the rear of Capt. Spear, and 
retard as much as pofliblc the junfbion of his 
tjmops with the old Nabob’s. From this dilpo- 
fition of the enemy, it will behoiic you to advanca 
with tlie utmoft care and circunirpetSlion j and as 
you have only horfe, without artillery to encounter, 
you need not be apprehenfive of any thing, but a 
fur^rize or neachery from the part of Subut j 
againft which, you muft be ever on your guard. 
Qur Kefideni at Cuttack advifes me Subut’s Dewan 

D j has 
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has fupplicd your party with provifion, &c. Thi! 
amicable appearance cairies fulpicion with it ; a: 
any affiftancc given you from a triendly motive, is 
at this juncture, againft the real defigns and view! 
of his matter ; therefore he aflured mey are medi 
tating foroe advantage over you, or at leaft wU 
attempt to bring about a defertion of your people 
We have already given orders for our rcfident 
Mr. RoKrs, to withdraw himfelf and the Com 
pany’s effedts on your arrival i both him and thol 
you will take with you, and direft your marc 
without lofs of time towaids Ballafore, and fror 
thence to Midnapore , from this latt mentione 
place you will have a fair and open road to Bui 
damaan* Should you, on good intelligence, 6n 
it prafticable to make a fuccefsful attack on Mi( 
napore, and ddpofiefs the Moiattas, without tl 
lofe of time or nfque of a reduittion of yoi 
people, you will do an acceptable fervice to tl 
Nabob , but you are by no means to take this, ( 
any other ttep that can long retard your march i 
Burdomaan, whcie you arc to halt until you leceh 
further oidcrs, either fiom myfelf. Major Caillaui 
or Capt. Spear. If you find you have it not 
your power (from caulcs unknown to me) to fo 
low implicitly the foregoing inftrudions, you w 
then proceed according to your own dilcietio 
and as the exigencies of your fituation may requir 
taking care to give me frequent advice of yoi 
intended lout and determinations. I am, Sir, 
Your moft humble Servant, J. Z. I 

T'o Mr. Warreit Hastings, 

SIR, Fort WiUimi itt April, 176 

T INCLOSE you copy of mine yefterday, ai 
wait an exprett anfwer from the Nabob, as 
judge Macklean’s party marched from Cuttack t. 

23c 
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a3<3. : 1 will fiippoft him advanced this day about 
Midnapoie. The Major’s and Spear’s command 
'having exhaufted our military camp ftores, occa- 
iioned many unforefeen difficulties in the difpatch 
of the reinforcement under Captain Fifcher, who 
will encamp at Niah Serai, I judge, this after- 
noon. As 1 icceived an alarm from Captain Spear, 
that the Shaw Zadda was within two or three days 
march of the Nabob, I fent pofitivc orders yefter- 
day to Captain Filchcr, to make forced marches, 
with his cannon and ammunition only, to join him, 
and to leave his fpare ftores, tents, &c. to follow 
him ■, for the fecurity of which, I have this day 
difpatched twenty Europeans and twenty Seapoys 
moie to join the efcort; with ordeis to follow 
Fifcher*s rout, with the utmoft expedition. The 
advance for this expedition muft be fent direiSUy 
here, as I have fupplied the Commiffary and Pay- 
mafter largely, and we much w^nt cafti for our cur- 
rent expences. I am. Sir, 

Your moil humble Servant, J. Z. H. 

To John Caillaud, Ef < i , 

SIR, Fott JVilliam, Apiil 5 ^, ly^o. 

I HAVE the pleafure of receiving yours of the 
zyth ult. from Oparabaund, and by advices 
from Mr. Haftings, of the zd inftant, may ven- 
ture now to congratulate your having fome reft: 
from your labours, which I am fure have been 
fevere enough. Your junfllon with the old Nabob 
and Captain Spear’s command, will, I imagine, 
determine the Prince’s retreat to the fouthwar^ as 
At muft exti^uifli the hopes he may have clieriflied 
of arfting ofteniively in this piovince <, and as I 
judge by the time this reaches you, you will have 
fettled the future operations of this campaign, I 
fequeft you y^ill favour me with the rcfult of your 
D 4 Council, 
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Council, as foon as you conveniently can, an 
point out in what manner we can piomoie thci 
frptp hence. I am, with perfcd. icganl, 5iir, 

Your moft obedient humble Set van 

J. Z. I. 

The eight preceding letters are recited in cot 
firmation of Ibme parts of our Memorial, ani 
introdudory and explanatory of others, and witht 
to give you a general idea of the camjiaign of i y6c 

To the Hon. John Z. Holwell, Efq\ Prejident atu 
Governor of Fort William. 

SIR, Centp at Burpore^ 6th April, iy6o 

M y laft was dated the i+th Inft. Yefterdaj 
wc marched about five corfe, and this daj 
three } which brought us fo near the enemy as tc 
expeft they would come and give us battle; bu' 
finding about npon they did not advance, I dcfxied 
the Nabob to march on towards them, but he laid 
the day was toofai fpent, and his people too much 
fatigued. The Prince is encamped near the Da- 
moiidah river, about thiee corfe from us, and I 
hope to-moirow we lhall bring him to an engage- 
ment. The Maharattas aic encamped very near 
him. I have the honour to fubfenbe myfelf, with 
the moft perfedt refpedt and efteem, Sir, 

Your moft obedient and moft humble Servant, 

J. C. 

To the Hon. John Z. Holwell, Efq\ Prefident^ 
ftfe. Gentlemen of the SeUB Committee at Fort 

WiLLIAAn 


Camp at Bekafsj April 8th, iy6o»' 
Hon. Sir and Sirs, 

M y laft to the Piefjdent was dated the ^th Inft.‘ 
in which I informed him of my hopes of 
corning next day to an cpga^ement with the enemy, 

W'hq 
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who were encamped on the other fide of the river 
Damoudah and we {hould have fiiccecded accord- 
ing to my wifla, could I have peifiiadt'd the Nabob 
to ciofs the iivci, or fend over a large body of 
horfe to keep them in play, until we fiiould get up 
with them. But to neither of thelc would he con-r 
lent, and all we could do was to get near enough 
to their lear to cannonade them 'I'his they did 
not ftand long, but fonn got out of our icach, and 
purlued their march towards Biihapoorc, and, by 
the intelligence we received laft night, are en- 
camped feven coife fiom us. Thus all hopes of 
bringing them to another engagement, this cam- 
paign, is now over. We have loll the only oppor- 
tunity we had, nor indeed can we expefl much to 
improve opportunities, while we have to do with 
men, who are as ignorant as obllinate, and whole 
tioops arc under no older or command, I have 
the honour to be, with the moll perfeft relpc6t 
^nd efteem. Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient and moll humble Servant, 

J.c. 


^0 the Honouralle J. Z. Holwzll, 

SIR, April loth, 1760.' 

T he Shaw Zadda was within three coife of 
us this morning, but having early intelli- 
gence of our approach, l^ps repafled the river Da- 
moudah, and I fuppofc by this time is far enough 
from our reach. 

I muft frankly own, the motives of the Prince’s 
prefent adions are quite a myftciy to me ; and as 
I cannot form the lead probable judgment of 
^hem myfelf, I will not even pretend to conjedlurc 
what may be the event of them. Both the Nabob 
and him feem equally to avoid fighting, and there 
is no knowing in what manner to proceed, or what 

plan 
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plan previoully to determine on, while the Nabob 
continues to att fo irrefolutely, and while his pulil- 
lanimity prevents his exerting himlclf as he Hioiild 
do, on the faiicft occafions which can offer. I 
have the honour to be, with the mofl: perfedL 
refpeft and eileem, Sir, 

Your moft obedient and mofl: humble Servant, 

J. C. 


John Caillaud, Efqy 

SIR, Fort WtUiamy yth April, 1760. 

I AM now forced to touch upon a fubjeft, which 
appears to me to require our greateft attention. 
Some days ago I wrote to Mr. Haffings, concern- 
ing an information which was given me, that the 
old Nabob had fent a trufty perfon with a fubniiF- 
five Arzgee to the Shaw Zadda, in which he excul- 
pated himfelf, by throwing the whole blame of the 
oppofition made to his arms, on the machinations 
of the Engliffi. Mr. Haftings, in his letter in 
anlwer to mine, feemed to think it impollible fucli 
a ftep could have been taken by the Nabob, or 
indeed that he could have lent any Arzgee at all : 
however, in a fubfequent letter from him, of the 
27th, he finds out that an Arzgee was fent, though 
different in purport to that I informed him of. 
As I thought It moft efliential to us, to trace, if 
poffible, the truth, I employed an emiffary to Com- 
gaar Khan, the confequence of which has been a 
Phirmaund from the Shaw Zadda, inclofing copy 
of the old Nabob’s Arzgee to him, with an apo- 
logy for not fending the original. A copy of the 
copy I fend you inclofcd, and requeft your fenti- 
ments, how and in what light this appears to you. 
if the copy is authentic, the cafe is plain, that this 
man for whom we have drawn the fword, would 
pot fcruple, if driven to any exjcremity, to make 
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his peace by the facrifice of his protcdtora. The 
Phirmaund, I fuppofe, differs little in matter from 
that he fent you ; he reminds me of the obligations 
the Enghfh lay under to his ancellois, and ollcis a 
carte blanche for the Company, provided we will 
draw our forces off from that ^oer of evil, and join 
them to his flandard ; which, he advifcs me, he has 
at prefcnt fixed at Seegur, and in a few days after 
purpofes to eredt it in Morfliadabad, See 

I inclofe you a copy of a letter, fent the old Na- 
bob by the Colonel, which I diftated to the Moon- 
Ihee, by his order, a few days before his dcpartuie 
for Europe, on being infoimcd the Nabob intended 
fending a meflenger and petition to the Prince. 

Whether this is a real copy or not, I will not 
fay } though I firmly believe it true ; that an Arz- 
gee has been fent is allowed j and if it contained 
not matter decradling and injurious to us, why was 
it fent without being communicated to you by Mlii- 
ran, or to Haftings by the Nabob ? 

I am. Sir, your moft obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z. H. 


To John Caillaud, Efq ^ 

SIR, Fort William, April pth, 176^0." 

L ast night I received your favour of the 4th, 
from Mungul Kooc. I think, from your mu- 
tual advance to each other, you mufl have, before 
this, obliged the Prince to make forac decifive 
motion. 1 mull confefs I have no idea that he 
will Hand a battle with you, and yet believe that 
he harbours lome hopes of a general dcfedlion of 
the Nabob’s troops, though at the fame time he 
deceives himfelf, if he imagines even this could be 
of any real fervice to him j if he fights, it is from 
the melancholy reflcdlion of this being his 
ultra ; and that if he does not now make a pulh, 
Jie wUl be deferted by Comgaar Khan and the reft 
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of his followers, ami be wuhout any rcalbnable 
hopes of hjvm£T any powers whatever to join and 
follow his futuu* foi time's. 

In mine of the gd and ^ch, I inclofcd yon copies 
of my iiiftf Li(5lions to Captain McLean •, as he is 
advii'ed of the fuuation ot the enemy, 1 conceive 
he will naturally bend his march towards Injilec, 
and advance towards us as far Ealb as he can, and 
keep the coun'e of the river. 

I confefs myfelf fomething impatient to have 
your fentiments on mine ot the yth. I have 
returned no anfwer to the Prince’s Phirmaund, but 
have replied to Comgaar Khan’s letter, and inti- 
mated to him, that I can put no faith in copies i 
but that if he will fend to me the Subah’s original 
Arzgee, I lhall then be able to form a judgment, 
I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z. PI. 


ITo John Cajilaud, E / f , 

SIR, Fort TVilKaniy April 15, s’] do. 

I MO ST heartily pity the embarrafled litnation 
you mufl. necelTjrily be in, with people who 
manifefl: theinfelves iinwoithy that government 
they have ufurped. I mufb confefs, the Nabob’s 
whole conduft appeals to me much moie myftcri- 
ous than that of the Prince j circumllanced as he 
is, he muft plan various fehemes, and from the 
nature of things, his councils muft be attended 
with much confufion and irrefolution. The Na- 
bob’s backwardnefs to engage him appears to me 
abfolutely unaccountable, unlels it arifes from Ibme 
feeret pegotiations, which it is pofTible he may be 
carrying on with the Prince, to make his own 
peace at the expence of his friends, I ftiould not 
fhmk myfelf juftificd in this conjedture, nor havp 

given 
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given credit fo readily to the petition fent by hini 
to tlie Prince, (copy of which I lent you on the 
yth) did I not know him capable of any thing 
ever fo unwonhy and treacherous. By Icttcis fioin 
Mr. Amyatt, I leain Abdallah has gained another 
vidtory over the V izier and his fi icnds the Morat- 
tors, and that the A^izicr and the young king Shaw 
Jehawan have flicltered themfelves with the Jauts : 
this intelligence has, I doubt not, reached tlie Na- 
bob, whole weak and cowardly imagination pio- 
bably fnggefts fome ttiin from that viibory in 
favour of the Prince, and iherefoie thinks it neceC- 
fary to tempoiife. Thefe arc lurmifes of my own, 
andpolTibly may have no foundation ; they call, how- 
ever, for fome attention. The parts aiftcd by both 
the old and young Nabob, in the recent conteft 
with the Dutch, ought ever to awaken our appre- 
henlions, and urge our being on our guard agoinlt 
the politics of an Indoftan Duibar , the more cfpe- 
cially, as we fee the paity round the Nabob, who 
we know would cut our throats if they could, 
obtain every day more power and influence over 
hia councils ; men, who being raifed as lie himfelf 
was, from the dirt^ can never vary the complexion 
of their groveling genius. Difpofitions, fuch as 
you. Sir, have now (unhappily) to deal with, can 
only be worked on by the moll peremptory di£Lates. 
The Nabob mull be urged (I intended to lay 
forced) to fomething decilive, or in a Ihort time 
his country will be worth nothing to himfelf or any 
body clfe. I hitherto avoided wiiting to him on 
his late unaccountable and provoking condufl. 
My wilh and intention is, that you lliould have 
eveiy weight your prefent poll and iltuacion re- 
quires ; your fway and influence ovci the Nabob 
is, at this junfture, of the utinoll importance to 
the Company’s affairs i and it is your own fault if 
you are not invefted with fuch authority as your- 
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felf can wiflo. I therefore rcqoeft you will, with- 
out referve, point out to me, if any additional 
power or inftruCtions to you, to aft independently 
of the Nabob, (which we, as a Committee or Boni-d, 
can inveft you with) will conduce to the good of 
the feivice, and be a means of enforcing your falu- 
tary councils to tlie Nabob, and it lhall be forth- 
with tranfmitted to you. 

I am, Sir, your moft obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z. H. 

■So the Hon- J. Z. Hoiwell, Freftdmt and 
Governor i^Fort William. 

SIR, Camp at Dignagur, April 15, i y6o. 

I N order to come at the truth, with regard to 
the Nabob’s Arzgee to the Prince, Mr. Haft- 
ings had recourfe to the Nabob’s Pcrfian writer, 
a man who hath, on many occafions, ^ven hin 
proofs of attachment and fidelity. The momeni 
he fet his eyes on the paper, he declared it to b( 
a forgery. May I beg leave to refer you to Mr 
Haftings for the reaions he gave for it ^ as tha 
Gentleman’s knowledge in the language will cnabli 
him to give yon a clearer idea of thefe difldnftions ii 
addrefs and ftilc of their letters, than I can preten< 
to. For my part, I own after Mr. Plaftings ha( 
repeated them to me, they were fo fatisfaftory a 
to convince me the probability of its being a for 
gery was greatly in the Nabob’s favour. 

Two days before I leceived your letter, Sir, th 
Nabob and his fon were with me, and I found th 
old man big with fomething that he did not knoi 
well how to begin brealiing to me. I helped hir 
forward all I could by thole kind of alTurance 
which often open the hearts of men j and he the 
told me he had wrote to the Piince, and ha 
received an anfwer, fuch a one as gave him hope 
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with other circumftances, that the Piince might be 
inclinable to treat and put himfelf perhaps in his 
power ; but that he knew he (the Prince) would not, 
do this, without I would be fecurity for his fafety. 
The Nabob was defirous to know, in fuch a calc, 
how I would adl; ; but the main di ift of the dil- 
courfe was, to find out how fai I would be con- 
fcnting to give him an opportunity of dilphying 
the true eaftern fyflem of politics, by cutting him 
off. You may eafily. Sir, guefs my anl’wer, that 
I was ready to do every thing for his Icrvice con- 
fiftcnt with the honour of my country, and the 
facred regard we gave to our word ; and bcfitles, 
if the Prince made any addrefs to me on this fub- 
je6t of fccurity, I mult firft have your orders and 
inftrudtions in this affair. And ^us the conver- 
lation ended. 

I made it my bufincrs afterwards to enquire 
among fome of the Nabob’s people, on what 
grounds he founded tliefe hopes of getting the 
Prince in his power ? but they all allured me, as 
I fufpefted, tliat they were no more than the idle 
reports of fome of his minions, who knew luch 
Itorics would be well rcccured and credited, and 
fo found advantage in flattering his fboliih hopes. 

It is a very unfortunate circumftance that we 
have to do with a weak man, who neither from 
principle nor merit deferves the dignity of the 
ftation in which wc have put him, and in which 
he would not remain twenty-four hours, if we 
were to withdraw our proteftion from him, and on 
which he fo much depends, that I am obliged to 
give him a guard of Seapoys for the fafety of his 
perlbn. It doth not appear- to me, however, in 
jufticc or in rcafon, that we ought to fupport him 
in the purfuit of unjuftifiable meafures j fuch as he 
follows in regard to not difcharging the vaft arrears 
due to hu troops, who ro a man have publickly 

declared. 
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declared^ they will not draw their Iwords in his 
caufe, and that only their fcais of us ptevent thftr 
pfing them againfl: him. I'hc confeqiienco will be, 
as to his part, that while he is not al’raul of his 
head he never will fatisfy them j and to us, that 
though we may proteft him from immediate danger 
to his perfon, we muft relinquifti the hopes of tee- 
ing the country free from troubles, while he keeps 
3 body of troops that he will not pay regularly, 
and over whom he confequently hath no command. 
This rotten (yftem ftill we might in ibme mealure 
fupport, were we always aflured none but the 
country powers would dilhirb us ; but it is more 
than probable that the French or Dutch, if not 
both, may fome time or other renew their attempts 
to be concerned, and with how much the more 
probability of fuccels from the didraiflcd Hate of 
the country while the Nabob continues to govern 
itfoilL 

The firft opportunity I propofe reprefenting all 
this CO him in the ftrongell: light I polTibly can 
and fhould our opinions agree, I Ihall take it as a 
favour if you would inclofe a letter from yourlelf 
to him, on the fubjedl •, I will deliver it, and take 
that opportunity as the belt to try what can be 
done by working on his fears, the only way indeed 
I am convinced of managing him to our own 
advantage and his good. In particular, Sir, you 
will be plealed to enforce the payment of his 
troops, by hinting, that if he delays it, I have your 
orders not to prevent them taking their own 
meafures. 

To-tnorrow Captain Knox’s detachment marches. 
The Prince is certainly gone back, and we talk of 
nothing but the pleafures of the great Rumnah 
firft, and then of an expedition againft the Pumea 
Nabob to conclude the campaign. As this laft ftep 
is abfolutely neceflary, I lhall do all in ray power 

to 
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io prevent the foiincr obftrufting it; with what 
lucceis, vve lhall Toon kno\v'. la”,, Sir. 

Your molt obedient and ' i.^ iuiiiible fcjvi'nt, 

JC. 

I'o John Caillaup, Efq\ 

SIR, Ciihutla, 2 2d April, 1760. 

I ilAVK the plealiircot your twofiivouie ot the 
15th and 17th, and mult take a fji'.li.i uay to 
reply to ihem more circumfLantu ly. Ror the pie- 
lent, I enclofe you a Letter to the old Nabob to 
the pnrpoitot your requtfl, and with it a copy for 
your pcuifal, and X hope approval. It contains, 
I think, nothing but what Ihould at all eventj, be 
urged to him at thisjundure. Somethihg mull be 
done, and loon, to recover the cuirciicy of tite 
trade ol the piovinrcs, or the Company mull be 
loll; the Idle ol then woollen goods, copper, ^cc. 
cxpnita IS totally obdrudLcd , their invellments in 
confequence of tins, and the nnavoid.’ble llopp.ige 
of the I'unk.is wholly at a Hand, and not more 
than a Lack and hall in the ticaluiy: Particulars 
you Ihould be nec..ntuily acquainted with, as they 
anfe from the I'Cipetual troubles of the countryi 
perpetuated, I may fay, by the wickednefs as well 
as wcaknefs of thole who govern it. 

To give you what are flill my fentimcnts on the 
Nabob’s Arzdaflit to the Prince, and my rcafons 
for thofc fentimcnts, I now cnclofe you a copy of 
my reply to Mr. Haftings on that head ; and think 
my judgment of this affair more confirmed from 
the circumllance recited in your favour of the 15th, 
to wit, the Nabob’s having acknowledged to you 
his writing to the Prince, and that his replies gave 
him hopes he was inclined to treat. The carrying on 
this concealed correlpondencc with the Prince I 
cannot look on in any other light than as the Iiigheft 
infiingement of that refpeft and deference due to 

K your 



C 50 ] 

your ftation,, and the treaty fubfifting bctw’ocn 
And here it becomes needful. Sir, to remark., 1 
full time the Nabob (liouid be convinced he Iho 
not look on you as an officer fenc implicitly 
fUbniit to his ordets or fentimenta, but as his 
adjutor and proteftor in the war. And Iboiikl, 
any time, his wretched politics di6late mcafui 
which appear in your opinion dcftiuftive of 
general end propoled, I hope, and doubt not, I 
you will think yourfclf fully auihorifcd peremp 
nly to over-rule them, without lofing time in i 
plication here,, as I am very well fatisfied we n 
depend on the propriety of your conduft in 1 
Command you are in veiled with* I have the 1 
nour to be,, with very real ellecm. Sir, 

Youi moft obedient humble ferva 

J. Z. 

^ This letter affords you a genuine pidlure of t 
diHrelTed ftate of your affairs at this period. 

To Warren Hastings. 

SIR, Fm't Jl'Wtam-, 20th April, 176 

{ HAVE your iavouis of the i^th and 141 
accompanied by your tianflation of the Suba 
rzdaflit'to the Pnnee, and your fentiments thereoi 
Though. I confd’s your rralomng and conclulloi 
in favour of the Subah’s innocence, carry prob. 
bility with it, they appear not to me convm, in^ 
nor fquaie with' my mode of tlimkuig on this luf 
jedb, for the following leafons : That the Nabob" 
Moonfliee Ihould, on the inllant, pronounce it 
forgery, amounts to no proof of its being fo ; tha 
the N abob had lent fuch an Arzdaftit to the Prlnct 
and that it was cnclofcd by the latter to me, wa 
the difcourfe of the Buzar, two or three days be 
fore it reached me. If you remember, I hinted ii 
i former the intimation X had lereivcd of icj ft 

tha 
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that I may juftly fuppofe the Moonfhee was well 
prepared againfl: a furpiize, and confequently ready 
to difavow It and pi onounce it a forgery, which 
he feems by your letter to have done, even before 
he gave it a perufal. The variation of its didlion, 
and deviation from the ulual form of the Nabob’s 
addreffes, appc.11 to me equally inconckifive, as it 
is not at all improbable thefc might be done with 
defign to plead and invalidate, in cafe ot its com- 
ing to our knowledge. Whetlier this Arzdafht 
was lent by the Nabob or not, it is inipoflible to 
fay with any precilion ; but this 1 am clear in, 
that it contains the very dilates of the hearts of 
the minions about him, and of touife his own 3 
and the very picas he would have made life of in 
his juftihcation, it fuccefs and vnCtory had attended 
the Prince. Thefe ftnking confiderations, joined 
to the whole tenor of his condudt refpcdting the 
Dutch, &c. joined to Ins holding ahy coirefpon- 
dcnce at all with the Prince without oui knowledge 
and approval, leaves my judgment of this in the 
fame ftate it was i though, at the lame time, I 
fee It mull reft here for want of more fufficienc 
proof. I am. Sir, yonr moft humble lervaht, 

J. Z. H. 

Td John CaIllaud, Efq \ 

SIE, Fort tFilham., Z4th April, 1760. 

I LONG much to have your fentiments on the 
fubjeft of mine of the zad and yefterday. I 
have juft now had the pleafure of yours of the 
zoth from Goperra, and think it necelTary to ad- 
vife you I laft night received a letter from the old 
Nabob, chiefly to requeft that I would order Cap- 
tain Macklean and half his troops to be entered in his 
fcrvicc and pay ; A icqueft which can with no pro- 
priety whatever be complied with (in which opinion I 
. E 2 dare 
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daic fijr I fhall meet jour concuircnce.) To rlilr! 
clfed I now write him, and entlole you copy oi' my 
letter, that yon be upon your guard when he 
douches you on thatilibjcfl, winch 1 luppolc he will. 

I think I have alieady intimated to you, I madi 
no leply to the Phirmaund fent me liom the 
Prince, but that I anfweretl Comgaar Khan’s j the 
contents of my letter to him wcie literally this,. 
“ That I had received the Phii maund, and pitied 
“ the Piince’s unhappy ficuauon 'and nnsforiune'i 
“ of his royal- houle, that he (Comgaar Khan) 
“ was no ftrangei to the tyes and obligations 
“ which bound us to fuppoiL Mhir Jaffier Aly 
“ Khan and his government •, chat copies amounted 
“ to no proof, but that if his oiiginal Arndallit 
^ was lent me by the Piincc, I fhould then know 
“ what judgment to form of it.” With this 
anfwer 1 chlpatchcd the Prince’s raellengcr, and 
the fame time fent two <5f my own Harkara’s to 
return with an anfwer, m cafe the Prince thought 
proper to give me one. On the i 6 th they weie 
I'etuinecj to me wiih a fecond Phirmaund from him, 
and a reply from Comgaar Khan, as alfo two let- 
ters fiom him, one for Rajaiam Ilaikaia, and the 
other from Nund-comar. In the dilbidl: of Seer- 
gur, the Harkaias weic feized, diippcd, kept pn- 
ioners 24 - hours, plundct’d ol the Phirmaund and 
letteis, and then dilmilTed. T have t.ikcn cvciy 
means po/Tible for the recovery of the papers, but 
fear 1 lliall f.ul in it, which gives me no Imall ves w 
tion, as I am almoil convinrcd they containcil the 
original Arzdallit, with poflibly lome other pieces 
of the Nabob’s concealed correlpondence with him. 
The Harkaras left the Shaw Zadda at Goirca 1 lot- 
tea, his troops much diilrelfed for provilions, fftc. , 
He was then halting fur Subut, whom he left ac 
Jamgarn wuh ^uoo Moraita l.orft;, and had the 
da-y my people came -svay received an exprds from 

the 
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the north-weft funn ftimc Rrjahs ulio were ruivvjic- 
ing With troopi to join him, and who preflctl rhc 
Shaw Zi’dda’s fpccd}’ advance towaids I’acna, on 
which the Pilncc lent a maftennen cxpiefs to halUii 
Siibut. On the cthci hand, u is con]ciI:lurccl, that 
the Prince’s mm eh to Ih.haai is aiL-int only; that 
his intention is to lie pci due aniongft the lulls, and 
as foon as tlic combined tioups ait advanced to the 
northvvaid, letiirn luddenly into this province ami 
lurprize the city ; and that in this ca<e, the Diueii 
will declare for him, and join him. This Ijllcm I 
would certainly adopt, was I the Shaw Zatlda— 
howevei, on the whole, you will be better able to 
judge of the^c matteis than I can at picienc. 

I am, with perfeft eftccni. Sir, 

Your humble fcrvant, 
I Z. H. 

You have now Vcfoic you all that has been faid 
on the fubjeft of the Suba’s concealed Aizdafht, 
to the Piincc, upon which )Ou will form your own 
judgment. True, we have been robbed (liteially 
lb) ot abfoUue proofs in this chaige — —but if the 
ftrongeft prclumptivc ones, I'upported by a thou- 
fand corroborating evidences in die Suba’s condnft, 
have any weight, our pi oof is fulEcient to claim 
belief; — —the intermediate letters fiom our liift 
remark but one, fptak foi thenilllves, and fully 
prove the cowardice, or tieacliery, or lathcr both, 
at die liver Dummodui. 


To Warren Hastings. 

SIR, GJcriti’., April 25, 17(10. 

I HAVE your fa^-oiir of the 20th, on the fub- 
ject of the Nabob’s having a conllderable paic 
of our tioops in his pay, ftrvicc, and conftaiit at- 
^pidijncc on his perfon ■ thiec days paft, I received 

E T a letru* 
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j letter from him on the lubjeft, to winch I ye 
terday inclofed. my anfwer, in a letter to Majc 
Caillaud, with a copy of mine to the Nabob, lf< 
his perufal. To our complying with this reque 
of the Nabob, I think theie arc ftrong and man 
feft objedtionsj the moft impoitantof which i 
that fuch a ftep will, I am convinced, lay tl 
foundation of his independence. The aad, 
wrote a long letter to the Nabob, touching the pa] 
ment of his troops, and neceflity tor his ditbandin 
his rabble of Buicundafles, and the greateft pa 
©f his ufelefs cavalry : the letter I inclofed to tl 
Major, with a copy of itj confer with him as foo 
as you can, and requeft he will communicate t 
you the purport of thofe letters.— -Two reafons ca 
only be urged in favour of the requeft now mac 
by the Nabob ; the reducing his immenfe expence 
and at the fame time thole of the Company, b 
fuch a reduftioA of troops now in their pay : t 
accomplifti the firft, complying with Ins icqueft 
needlcfs, becaufe, though the troops continue i 
our pay and dependence on ns, yet they will b 
always at his call and fcrvice ; — and when th 
campaign is ended, we can, with mi-'ch proprictj 
cafe the Company by a reduftion of the Seapoys t 
2000 picked men, which Colonel Clive had dctci 
mined, if he had ftaid. I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant 
J. Z.H 


John Caillaud, Efyi 

SIR, Calcutta, May ad, 1760 

Y our favour from Maraud-Baag, of thezStl 
lilt. I had the pleafure of receiving late laf 
night, and find the fituation of things between thi 
two Nabobs juft as I furmifed. — Having occaftoi 
|£> reply to a letter of the young Nabob’s, I tak< 
‘ ■ tlj. 
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■tnc oppoi (.unity to urge, the necellity of his remain- 
ing in the city, but touch the fubjeft in llich a 
way, as to cany the appearance of the higheft 
compliment to his psowels. That one of them 
Ihould keep the ciiy is abfolutely rtecefl’ary, and a 
lecurity to them both, as well as the province. 
I know but of one way to keep them fteady, with 
TefpecSt to the operations of this campaign, and that 
a very fliort one : when the meifures cktermined 
on aie in your judgment abfolutely needful and 
.proper, jufl. figmfy to them, that if they aie not 
immediately carried into execution, you will march 
to Calcutta, and leave them to fight their own 
battles, and purfue their own couiiliU . I will 
engage you have no further trouble with them; 
— and I dare fay, Sir, you are by this time con- 
vinced, that had they been treated in this way, on 
the defeat of the Shaw Zadda, above, and in the 
fortunate conjundlion of attacking and deftroying 
him fo lately loft (in both which your judicious 
■refolutions and advice were over-ruled) there had 
been a happy end to the troubles of the country. 

That pau of my letter to the Nabob jou olijeft 
to, has been wrong tranllated and explained to 
you ; the utmoft I intimated on that jiead -wa^ 
“ That as the feafon was fo far advanced, one 
moment of it was not to be fpent unprofitably.” 
— By which I intended to prevent the Nabv>b’s 
idling his time away in the pleal'urcs of the Rumna 
and the city, of winch you youifelf feemed appre- 
fienfive. 

1 am, with fincere efteem. Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z. H. 
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?o John Caillaup, 

SIR, Calcutta^ May 5, i/f'o, 

I T AKE this jnni!I:are of complyii'g viitli a il- 
commendacion left me by Colonel Clive, in 
favour of Coffim Aly Khan, niicl have wioU: the 
Nabob on the fubjed ; copy I indole for your 
perufdl. — I have, I think, with good lealbn, many 
doubts touching the integrity, as well as cap.veiLy, 
in thefe times, of Rajah Ramiiatain, and every 
principal perfon 'under him, and am fure the Na 
bob ftiould change hands there. If your fimii- 
ments do not run counter to mine in this particu- 
lar, I lhall leccive as a favour, your interclling 
yoiirfelf in behalf of Coffim Aly Khan. 

I am ever, with fincere efteem, Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

J.Z.1I. 

“fo Ih / Lr , "Warren Hastings. 

SIR, Calcutta^ May 6, 1760, 

I HAVE already intimated to you the veiy low 
ebb of the Company’s treafuiy j their whole 
inveftments at the Arungs arc at .1 Ihtnd , and 
without conhderable iuppJies, we ffiajl not m one 
month more have fufficient for even the currctic 
expences of the Faftory. — We were yefterday un- 
der the necefiky of recommending to the GLiirle. 
men of Coffimbuzar, their endeavouring to take 
up the money there on the Company’s account, 
for the ufe of the filk inveftments 5 as alfo to 
the Gentlemen at Ducca, to the fame purpole, for 
the carrying on their invcftnient. Thefe confidc- 
rations v/iJl, I doubt not, be fufficient to awaken 
your artention, lelpeding the expences of the par- 
ses undci' Spears and Fifther, on account not a 

Rupi'c 
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Knpee has yet been remitted to us. Therefore T 
am obliged to picls your obtaining at leall one lack 
of Rupees on this account, and that you v.ill fend 
it down with the utiuoll expedition : lliould it ex- 
ceed the finns diibiiiiod, vhii li I am ftirc it will 
not, the Nabob fliall be dnh,' cicdiU’d for K. 
Suffenno him thus to inn in am ais, m this aiticle 
of field expcnccs, is the vciy woilL I [\’ni oi po- 
litics we can adjpt-, and an eneetuel i' ip mult in 
futuie be put to it, by infilling on an .idMinke be- 
fore our troops leave the gaiiilbn Without thi? 
precaution, the Company mnll fiiff-r gieat dillreh 
and difficulties m the condiiCling then meiLaniiio 
affairs, as we find lb little dependance on the punc- 
tuality of the Nabob's re-imbLiiflng us. I v.rnte 
you vpiy prelfingly on this fubject the 23d ult. of 
which you have hitheito taken no notice The re- 
payment of the 200,000 Rupees lent the Nabob 
by Mr. Maniungham, on the Company’s acccAint, 
mull be demanded in the moft i.igiiit terms , and 
if you think it not in liis pown to advance that 
fum, a frefli Timka on tlie Killnagnr Country 
mull ablblutely be mfifted on --I mention this 
country in prefciencc, bccaufc the remaining bal- 
lances to be collctffed fiom it aic now but fmall. 

We have the grcatell lealbn to complain of the 
Nabob’s injurious behaviour, refpcdhng his obfti lift- 
ing the colleftion of our 'I'tinkas, bodi in the Bur- 
dowi'H and KiUnagtir Coiintiics ; fioin whence I am 
informed, by Meff. Watts and Howit, that his 
people are, uy evciy oppiclTive meaftiie, extorting 
that money which lliould pay our Killebundees. I 
have wfoLC the N.ibob .md the Roy Royen waimly 
on thelubjcft, and I recpiell you rcinonftrate againlt 
it in the tlrongdl manner. — And that you lignily 
to the former, without the Icalt icfirve, that 1 ab- 
rfolutcly will not fiiffer a Angle Rupee to be earned 
cut of thpfe rotinli 'Ci, wliiUl \vc have any the Icalt 

cUmi 
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claim upon them. And demand likcwiftr, that lie 
immediately order his people to wiilulraw fioin 
thence, or I wdl, without any ceremony, drive 
them out. 

The neceflity of the Company’s affaiis is fuch, 
that I have been obliged to apply to the Seats lor 
a loan of lo or 15 Lack, which they, under va^. 
rious pretences, have refuled : I judged their own 
fecurity, as well as an opportunity of obliging the 
Company, would have influenced theii ready com- 
pliance j but herein I judged ill. However, I doubt 
not but an occafion may oflFer, for tnanifcfting a 
proper refentment to that houfe for this refufal. 

^ I requeft your fpcedy reply to this, and am, as 
ever, moft truly, Sir, 

Your moft humble fervonq, 

j. z. a. 


To John Caillaup, E/fi 

SIR, Calcutta^ May 1 76^0, 

M y Uft V7ere under dates the ad and 5th iu- 
ftant. In the former I incloftd, for your 
perufal, tranflation of a private letter from Mr. 
Bifdom, with copy of my anfwcr. I nowforwaid 
to you, tranflate of his replication. After you 
have conlidered them, I requeft you will favour 
me in returning them. 

What weight or dependance can be laid on the 
fenciments or aflfertions contained in thole letters 
from the dire£tion of Chinfura, you will be as capa- 
ble of judging as I am s and I Ihould be extremely 
glad of your thoughts on this fubjeeft ; — for my 
own part, it appears to me, that the Nabob, with 
refpedt to the Dutch, is in a purfuit very witle of 
the road we have pointed out to him j and in which 
we ought not, nor can, from any juftifiablc caufe, 
countenance him. That they Ihould be fo far dif- 
z armed 
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irmed of any means or power of raifing dirtur- 
t)ances in the country becomes abfoUitcly ncceffary, 
both for his fecurity and our own but. bcyoncl 
this, that we fhould fuffer his extorting fums of 
money from them (which can anfwer no ufcful 
purpofe to us, but on the contrary, refle£b diflio- 
nour on the power and influence we are fuppoled 
to have over him) is a racafure which I ically think 
will not give credit to our name or arms ; and 
which we cannot too foon difclaim and objC([l to. 
Jn thefc fentiments, I daie fay, I have yout private 
concurrence ; and I mufl: confels, I fee no public 
motive which can fully vindicate our even winking 
at any oppreflive or iniquitous defigns, levelled 
againfl: thefe or any other individuals under his 
government j becaufe, whatever odium may fall on 
him, the world will beflow, and that juftly, a large 
proportion on us, as knowing he dare not medi- 
tate praftices of this kind, but under the fanfUon 
pf the alliance between us : let us, therefore, for our 
own fakes, and to pieferve as much as we can the 
peace of the count! y, infift on the execution of the 
plan laid down to him j but oppofc that meafute 
which the Nabobs, in place thereof, I'eem to have 
only in view, the plundering their ppfleflions and 
by this laudable oppoiition evince them and the 
world, it IS not our wi{h or aim to injuie them In 
their trade, rights, or piopeities, but to divelt 
them onfy of that power which they (o lately, tho* 
impoiently, employed to the fubverflon of ouis, 

I am, as ever, with much efttcm. Sir, 
Your obedient humble icivanc, 
J. Z. H. 

P. S. To what I have bcfoie uiged, I may add 
the driving the Dutch to a defpera^ extremity, by 
laying inch heavy and exorbitant demands on them, 
synich they cannot in nature comply with, will an- 
fwer 
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iwer nn end, at lead no good one ; for Uu’y 
have no idource left, but joining, at all events, 
(he Nabob’s enemies with the ■whole Ibrce they can 
colleft togelhei. — I have wrote the Nabob on tins 
fabje£t ; copy of tlie letter I indole you, and for- 
ward another to Mr. Haftings, by thde Lollids. 


To iV/r. Vi^ARiitK Hastings. 

SIR, Qokulta^ June 13, 1760. 

B y expiefs yefterday fiom I )acca we have advice, 
that the Suba has taken oft' Ally verdec and 
Shaw Aniet IChanN Begums,— —He fent a Jam- 
maut-daar and 100 hoilc, with orders to Jefleraut 
IChan to cairy this bloody fcheine into execution, 
with feparatc ordcis to the Jemmaut-daar, in cafe 
Jelferaut Khan refuled obedience : he refufed aifting 
any part in the tragedy, and left it to the otliei 
■who carried them out by night about two miles 
above the city in a boat, tied weights to their legs, 
and threw them over-board : they ftruggled tor 
ibme time, and held by the gunwall of the boat, 
but by ftrokes on their heads with Latties, and 
cutting of their hands, they funk.— Thefe are the 
aiEts of the Tyger we aie fupporting and fighting 
|br. I am, 

Xour obedient humble fcrvnnt, 
J. Z. H, 

To the Hon, John Zeph. Holwell, Kfq^, 

SIR, Maraud-haag,, June 21, lyfio. 

T he relation tranfmitted to me in your letter 
of the 13 th, of the murder of the two 
Begums, filled me with horror and aftonilhment j 
but how were thofe fenfations increafed, when upon 
inquiry 1 was told, that not only the two wretched 

fufterci 3 
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fufferers above-mentioned, but the whole family, 
to the number of nine perfons, had undeigone tin; 
fame fate. I will not mention their names, till X 
have undoubted pi oofs of the truth ol my in- 
telligence, which 1 wiili (thtiUgli I cannot expert it) 
I may find not la bad at lall as it has been repre- 
fented to me. — How this ciini'nfiancc efraped my 
knowledge, I know not. It was not indeed an 
event to be learned from inquiry, and pofllbly the 
infamy of the fadl might have made my friends, 
who were in the ferret, ncgloft to fpcak to me 
upon a fubjedt winch, fioni our particular con- 
ncdlions with the Nabob, and his intire dependenci 
on our powci, could not but reflect diflionour 
upon the Enghfh name. I have hitherto been 
generally an advocate for the Nabob, whole ex- 
tortions and oppreflions I imputed to the neceffity 
of the times, and want of creonomy m his re- 
venues ; — but, if this charge againll him be tiue, 
no argument can excufe oi palliate fo atiocious 
and complicated a villainy, nor (forgive me, Sir, 
if I add) our iiipporting fuch a tyrant. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your mofh obedient, moft faithful lervant, 
Warren Hastings. 

The aiXvices fcnt from Dacca touching thclc 
murders, were difpatched immediately after the 
fiift rumour of the deed ; and from thence, as 
ufual, imperfect : fubfequent advices brought the 
ti Lie Hate of that execution, as follows : 

GolTeta Begum, widow of Shaw Amet Jung; 
Bmna Begum, mother to the Nabob Surajud 
Dowla, and widow to Geynde Amet Khanj 
Morad Dowla, the fon of Patlha Kooly Khan ; 

adopted by the Shaw Amet Jung ; 
l.utfen Ncfla Begtim, widow of Sorajud 
Dowla ; 

Kfir 
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Her infant daughters by Nabob 
Dowla. 

Thefe unhappy fu/Fcrers periflied all in one night 
at Dacca, in the manner before-recited, with about 
twenty of their women of inferior note. — — It was 
laid Alleverdy Khan’s Begum by fome means 
cfcaped this maffacre of her whole family. 

A conceived though groundlefs jealoufy of 
Morad Dowla’s making his efcape from his con- 
finement in Dacca, was the caulc of this infernal 
carnage. 

In the lift of the Subali’s aflaflination given in 
the Memorial, thefe were omitted : 

Abdel Ohab Khan, way-laid and murdered 
by the Subah’s order, on the Ramna, on 
pretence of a Confpiracy, in March 1760. 
Yar Mahomet, a favouiite of Suiajah Dowhi, 
aflaffinated in pielence of Mhiran, April 
1760. 

^0 Mr . Warilen Hastings. 

SIR, Fort Wtlliam, May 8, 1 760. 

Y our favour of the 3d I received only ycfter- 
day i and, out of the fulnefs of my heat l, 
1 wrote to you the 6th, on the obvious near ap- 
proach of the unfuBmountablc difficulties I fliall 
have to encounter, in conducing the Company’s 
bufinefs for the current year.—— ‘The apology yoit 
make for the Scats, and they for themlelves, we 
muft fubmit to j but though they may hold good 
refpedbing the large loan I requeftcd of them, yet 
had they been inclined to have Ihewn a rcadineft to 
oblige the Company, they would at Icaft have 
made a tender to me of fuch a fum as they could 
have fpared with convenience to therafelvcs. One 
rcafon they alledgc to me for their refufal is, their 
having refufed the Nabob, which 1 now find had 

not 
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not a word of truth in it. Had they complied 
with my requcft, it would have armed them with 
the beft reafon they could have urged for not com- 
plying with his demand ; and it would have been 
incumbent on us to fcreen and protedt them from 

any violence intended againft them. A time 

may come, when they may ftand in need of the 
Company’s protedtion, in which cafe they may be 
adured they fhall be left to Satan to be buffeled. 

1 obferve what you fay, rcfpedling your having 
advanced the 25,000 Siccas to Capt. Fifcher, for 
the payment of his feparate detachment. — ■■ — The 
troops muft be paid beyond doubt, but if wc 
are immediately laid under the neceflity of again 
diiburfing the lums we receive from the Nabob- 
on his account, where will be the end of our ex- 
pcnces ? and how are the Company to be re-im- 
burfed atlalt, if he is fuffered thus to be in arrears 
to us ? A ftop muft be abfolutely put to this 
fyftem, and foon : I therefore rcqtieft you will 
communicate this, and my laft letter to you oa 
this fubjedt, to the Major j and that fome effedlual 
means may be diredtly adopted, to free us from 
this tax, fb greatly detrimental at prefent to our 
affairs. If time is given to the Nabob until the 
campaign is clofed, 1 know the infupcrable trouble 
wc fliall have in recovering a rupee from him. If 
fometkng is not done fatis^dtory to us, I ihall be 
under the neceflity of laying a reprefentation be- 
fbic the Board, who arc, I know, very well inclined 
to come to refolutions which will be moft ungracious 
to the Nabob in his prefent Htuation. 

Requeft the Major will communicate to you 
mine of this date, on the Nabob’s conteft with 
the Dutch. 1 am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

J. Z. H. 
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To Peter Amyaet, Fj'iuhi*. 

SIR, 1 0 ? t U'nlLjiy 1 itli M ly, I yfo 

I HavL ilic plcal'urc of your I'ttcrs ol ihc ? 

aiul 2 -th uk. Mitic-is now, I think, niovv 

ciuical on your fuk ; the PiiiKC m yuui iKT:hLi.uir- 
hood, and, I fear, between Knox aiul_ the City, 
into which he will, I unayne, find no Irnall dilk* 
cully to ihiow hmilelf, wiihout ltj;^litin" under 
na.iny difadvantages, though I hope you aic IIidivt 
enoiiah for an occafional fally to lavour any atienipt 
he may make for your relief. — ■ — Notwichl\.i'idin;^T 
the Prince’s junftion with Mr. Law’s inconfidenihle 
force, I mufL confefs my appichcnfions for the cite, 
are gicater from ticacliery within, than fiom any 
attempts they can malcc from without, whilil 
Knox and bis party are fo ntutr ihcm. 1 have no 
better opinion of Ramoaratn’s .integrity in the 
caufe, than 1 have of his fpirit and capacity •, and 
the moft gracious manner Ins biothei and Molydou- 
were difmtffcd by the Prince and Coragaar Khan 
gives ftrong caufe of lufpicion : therefore you 
cannot be too much on your guaid againlt R.im- 
nauin, as well as thofe who have the chief polls 
under him , and if Molydorc, Donceiam, and 
one or two more of them, weie fiirpiifed, lei^cd 
and fecured, I doubt not but it would fecurc the 
fafety of the city. "Whether a ftep of this kind 
would be piafticafale, you are a better judge than I 
can poffibly be. If Knox makes liis way into the 
city, you will be ftiong enough to take the abfolute 
command of it yourlelf, which 1 would by all 
means recommend to you, and the fame time 
fecurc thofe you have reafon to think dlfaffetted. 
Ramnar. tin’s backwardnefs to oppofe the advance 
of Mr. Law’s party, which I leain from yours to 
the Major of the 25 th ulc. evinces that he intends 

ill. 
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ill, or has no command over thofe under him ; 
and confcqucntly he i?, in either cafe, moft un- 
worthy the triift he polTefles, and the fooner he is 
divefted the better. 

Let me hear from you by eveiy poflible op- 
pot tunity, and believe me truly. Sir, 

Your moll obedient humble fervant, 

J. Z. II. 


T’u JoiiM Caillaud, Jifquhc. 

S I R, Fort ff^ilham, 2 4 th May, 17^0. 

L ast night a letter from tlie Committee was 
dilpatchcd to you, in which you had the 
Gentlemen’s general fentimenti only on the ftatc 
of things, without defcending to the particular 
Caufes of thefe fentiments which require eluci- 
dations. 

The fuccefi. of Capt. Knox juflilics and does 
honour to your recommendation and our ajipoint- 
ment, and gives quite a new afpedl to the late 
deipefate ftate of affairs in the piovince of liahar; 
where I think the force under Captain Knox, if 
continued at Patna, will, with the afliltance of 
Ramnarain, be amply fufBcienc to preferve the 
tranquillity of the country and lafety of Patna 
during that period, as alfo to take the field when 
the leaibn permits, to quell, or rather prevent, any 
commotions which may be attempted the next year 
by the Prince againft the Suba’s government.—— 
Wc are averfe, for two important reafons, to you 
(or your troops) being farther diftant from us 
than the Piirriea country, each of which I will 
fpeak diftincHy to. 

If we have any thing to apprehend from without, 
either from French or Dutch, we arc to cxpcifl 
itfiom this time to the remainder of the S. W. 
monlboD , therefore it becomes an cflential con- 

F fideratlonj 
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fideration, that our forces are kept as much withir* 
call as the nature of the ptpfent fervice will admit 
of, ftill giving a preference to ouvlelvcs, and the 
fccoDcj place only to the defence of the Suba and 
his government j he muft himfdf concur and 
fubmit to the utility of this precaution for Ins own 
fake, his fafety depending aDfolutely on ours, and 
on the force we have to impede the entrance of 
any Buropean power whatever in Ins country fiom 
any other quarter : I think he need be under no 
apprebenfion for thefe five or fix months at lead, — 
And I hope there is yet time to accomplilh the 
Suba’s juft purfuits againft Purnea, and ior your 
return to us with the troops, when the rains fee 
in } a circomftance which leads me to my fecond 
reafon. 

Though the Prince, by this year'^s invafion, ]i,is 
iDeneficcd himfelf and followers np more chan by 
the laft, yet tlte ponft(|qj5nc^ been etjually fatal 
'to the country, or rather more fo.—— -The large 
Sure'of injury the Company fuffers in their affairs, 
by the annual continuance of thefe troubles, calls 
for our moft ftrious confideration, as I fee no end 
.to them whilft we fupporc the prefent lyftem, fo 
obvioully tending (and ch^t not by flow degrees 
neither) to our employes ruin. To obviate this, 
iome meafures muft be adopted in concerting 
of which your piefepce vvith us and counfels arc 
abfolutely necelTary, as foon as the prelcnt ex- 
igencies of things can admit of yonr ablence from 

the troops. Tins moment I am interrupted by 

letters from Mi. Amyatt of the lach, one to the 
Committee, the otUei to myfelf^ in both which 
he lays filch ftrefs on the neceflity of being rein- 
forced by Europeans and S.eapoyii, that 1 fear 
it muft over-rule all I have urged in tlus and my 
iaft paragraph, and after all oblige youf march to. 
Patn'a^ with what force you think can be fpared 

from 
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fiom the Purnea expedition ; or whether you may 
not think It eligible to take the whole with you, 
and defer that expedition for the piefenc. The 
feeming lelblution the Prince has taken, not to 
(quit the province of Bahar, and the increafe of 
his army, are ftiokes we could not lealbnably have 
expeifted after the lepulfes he received at Patna, 
By letters of the 12th from thence they advife 
us, the Piince and his army were retreated nine 
coifc towards Tikara ; by thofe of the 14th, only 
thiee ; juft to get clear of fallies from the city. 
Mr. Atnyatt feems to write under the greateft 
apprehenlion as well for the country as the Com- 
pany’s invedment of Salc-Petrc, &t. Meafures 
tor the fccuiity of that muft at leaft be entered on, 
though, for my own pai t, I fear if the Prince has 
really refulved to keep on this fide the Soan, and 
is pioceedingi as Mr. Amyatt reprefents, fuccourd 
will ariive too late to prevent mifchief. I will 
tlueftly fummon a meeting of the Seleft Com- 
mittee to leply to Mr, Amyatt’s letter, and 
tranfmit you their fcntiinents for your conduft. 

Since wilting the above, I have received another 
Phirmaund from the Prince, inclofing the original 
Arzdafht of the Nabob, the truth of which ap- 
pears to us to carry muck probability, which is 
all I fliall at prefcne fay to it. What follows aie 
the lentiments of the other gentlemen of the Com- 
mittee, as well as my own. 

Hitherto our conduift m fupporting the Suba’s 
government can hardly be vindicated to our em- 
ployers, the moie erpecially fince his flagrant and 
known breach of the treaty laft year, not only by 
his invitation of the Dutch forces fro'm Batavia^ 
but by his Ihametul and infinccre tonduft and 
dealing with us after their arrival, and to this 
hour rcfpeQing that people, the weaknefs and in- 
eonfiftency of his whole politics during the courfe 
F 2 of 
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of this campaign, ioined to tlic icpcatcd fiucltiesy 
iiimdeis, and oppreflions, daily committed by him 
or his fon on individuals, — the univcifal dctellation 
of his goveinmcnt ihioughout the piovmccs, — 
the obvious certainty of tlicfe troubles in the- 
country continuing without interruption, whilll 
this family exifls at the head of it; all thefc, with- 
many other confiderations which I could enume- 
rate, demonftrates, we cannot longer, confiftcnc 
with what we owe to the Company, to natural 
juftice, and piopiicty, and to the Englilh name, 
fupport a fyflcin of. ukirpation and tyranny, which 
reflefts dilhonour on it, and inuft, if peifilled in, 
involve our honourable employers and our colony 
in a fpeedy ruin. — The moic we fee of this govern- 
ment, tne more is verified your ovk’n jull obfer- 
vation at your liifi, knowledge of it, 1 lirt it is 
rotten to the coie: \Vhat then can be cxpcfled 
from a fyflem rotten to the very hcait of it, in 
every fenfe — Ruin mud attend the family, in fpitc 
of our efforts to fave them , a'ld we muft js- 
afluredly be partakers in a gieatei or Icfs degree 
theicof-^to fay nothing of oui diawing our fwuid 
in lupport of fuch a fyftem, againd the legal, tho’ 
nnforcunate Pnnee of the country, iVom whoiii 
every advantage and emolument wc can wifli for 
the Company, is tcndeied to us, without limita- 
tion. — 'rills being the cafe, wc aie molt anicious for 
two or three days conference with you, if poflible,. 
Wc think, jf there appears an abfolnte ncccflity for 
it, thatyou may ditpatch i or 2Co Luiopeans, and' 
4 cr Scapoys, to ranfortc Ikvina ; and wifli 
you could, untlcr the pretence of foliciting a 
further Inpply of troops, or ficknefs, or any other 
cover which may occur to you, leave Capt. Yoike 
with your detachment, and reiiiin to us, if for 
twenty-four hours only, — -If you find thU im- 
practical Ic, without railing lurpuions, which may. 

liave 
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tavc confequences we cannot forcll’c, then f.iTOiir 
me with your fcnnmencs as loon as polRble with- 
out leferve. I am, with the moft pcifed confi- 
dence and efteem, Sir, 

Tour niofl. obedient humble lervant, 

J. Z. H. 

^ 0 the Throw die J, Z. Holwii,l, Tteji- 
dent and Gove) nor of I'ort PFtlltaiu. 

g J Camp at BalhJJens Go'dens, 

’ 2C)th May, 1760. 

T AM honoured this day witli youi favour of the 
24th inftant. My lalt letteis of the 24 th, and 
thole of yefterday, of the zSth, contain all I can 
urge in favour of our rctimn to Patna with the 
young Nabob — you .feein ail'o convinced of the 
necelTuy of ir, fince the receipt of Mr. Amjatt’s 
letteis : I fliall be glad to find it fuithtr confirmed 
by the fentiments ol the Selcd Committee. 

I am not mailer enough of the fubieclj to know 
how the Company’s mvellment of Salt-petrc will 
be fo much huit this year; and that you fear fur- 
cours will arrive too late, to picvent much mil- 
chief, but this I am very confident ot^ that if we 
do not fend fuccours, the whole province may be 
loft, and many years inveftmenis to come. 

I will endeavour now, Sir, to leply as fully as I 
can to the fubjed on which you clcfiie fo earneftly 
•to know my fentiments ; and hope what I have to 
fay will fo fully fatisfy you, that I need not at lead 
leave the army until the campaign is quite con- 
ttluded, as I .think it cannot be done witliout pre- 
judice to our affairs. 

Bad as the man may be, whole caufe we now 
fupport, I cannot be of opinion that we can gel 
fitl of him for a better, without running the iillc 
jof much greater inconveniencies attending on fucli 
F ,3 a change. 
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a change, than thofe we now hiboui under. — I pic- 
lumc, ihe eftablifhing tranquillity in thefe ino- 
vinces would reftore to U3 all the advantapfs ot 
trade we could wifli, for the profit and honmir ol’ 
our employers; and 1 think we bid fairt-r to hr.ng 
that tranquillity about, by our "prell-nt inlluciKc 
pver the Suba, and by lupporting him, than by 
any change which can be made. — No new revolu- 
tion can take place without a certainty of iioubkii ; 
and a revolution will ccitainly be the confecjiiencc, 
whenever we withdiaw our proteftion fioni the 
Suba : — we cannot in piudende neither, T bt.lii.ve, 
leave this revolution to chance — we mull in loine 
degree be inftrumental to bunging it about. — In 
fuch a cafe, it is very poffiblc we may raife a man 
to the dignity, juft as unfit to govern, as liuk* to 
be depended upon, and in ftioit, as great a loguc 
as our Nabob , but perh^s not lb great a coward, 
norib great a fool, and o'rconfcqueiice much morii 
difficult to manage. — As to the injuftice of fup- 
poriing this man, on account of His cruelties, op 
prefli.'ns, and his being detefted in his governmenit, 
I fee fo little chance, 111 tins blpfled countiy, of 
finding a nian endued with the oppofitc viitues, 
that I think we may put up with thcle vices, with 
which we have no concein, if m other nutters wc 
find him ficteft for our puipofe. 

As to his breach of his treaty, by innoducing 
the Dutch laft year, that was never lo cleat ly 
proved, I believe, “but as to admit of fotne doubt ; 
—Colonel Clive, befpre he left the countiy, fceuicd 
fatisfied that what was fufpicious in his cqnduCl m 
that afiair, pioceeded not from adlual guilt, hut 
irom the timidity of his nature. — But if we Hill 
llifpeft him fiom further circum fiances, v/e always 
luve It in our power to pul it to ihe teftat once, 
by making him ad as he ought, whether he will 
or no. ' ■ .. . 


With 
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With regal d to drawing our Iword'i againft the 
lawful Pjince of the country; no man can more 
pity his misfortunes than I have done, nor would 
any one be moic willing and happy to be inftru- 
mental in afliliinig; him to recover liis juft right 
but fiich a pian is not the thought of a day, nor 
the extent on of it ihe work of a few months ; — 
there is a powerful party (till remains ; — the Vizier, 
with the Mahuirattas and Jutes, who, notwith- 
llanding the conftanc fuccefs of Abdallah againft 
them, ftill make head againft him 5 and fuch arc' 
their rcfouices and their numbers, that I believe 
they will at laft oblige the Patans to leave the 
Ccuntry ; for though they cannot beat them faiily 
out of the field, iliey bid fair to ftarve them' out of 
the country. 

You have, no doubt, received advice from Mr, 
Haftings, that Abdallah hath fent orders to the 
ieveral poweis, to acknowledge rlie Frnce King 
of Indoflan, by the name ot Shaw Allum ; — 
rupees are ftruck by his order at Bannarras and 

Lucknow, in that name , oiders arc alfo given 

to Sujah Dowlatt, to accept the poft of Vizier ; 
and our Nabob hath got, it is faid, inftruiftions 
to acknowledge him, and pay him ihe obcifancc 
due to the King of Kings, as he is ftiled. 

If we were perfectly flire Abdallah would re- 
main, as he fays, until he faw the Prince well 
fixed on the throne, and the peace and tranquillity 
of the country reftored, wc might, T think, all 
joined together, be a match for the Mahai atlas; — 
bur we muft be well aflured that Abdallah will 
heartily enter, and when entered, will firmly fup- 
port the caufe. — ^for ftiould this appointment of 
his be no more (as it is pofiiblc) ilian a finifliing 
ftroke, to end his expedition with the eclat of hav- 
mg gjyen us a Mogul, and when a certain number 
of' thg epuntry powers had entered into the alliance. 

' F 4 lie 
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be fliouli-l think of a return to his own couniij', 
and leave us to fight it out with the other conieiid- 
ing party, I fear the Vizier and the Maharattas 
would be toQ ftroug for thofe who remained of the 
alliance, fuppofing them to be the Ruellahs, and 
Sujah Dowlatt, and the Nabob of Bengal. — 
However, fappofing all thjs Ihould take place, 
why may it not be done with our Nabob in our 
hand, ftill his friends and his protedtors ? 

I am this inftanc favoured with yours of the 
a 5 th 1 and I find by your pollfcript, that your 
opinion and mine, with regard to the Prince, do 
not differ much. 1 have no objedtions to follow 
the plan you propofe : — let Mr. Haftings found 
the old Nabob, and I will go to work with the 
young one, who joins me this day. 

We may continue oui match on to Patna. — The 
rains wilj give us time to negotiate, p fee we go 
on fure grounds, and make fuch a plan of the 
alliance, as will do us honour, and be an advantage 
to our country and our employers but let us 
not abandon the Nabob.— Befides the 1 

have urged above, one more ftill remains, which 
I believe will have fome weight, and make us 
cautious how we attempt, without very ftrong 
^d uigent leafons, any change in the prefent 
lyftcm. 

You are well acquainted. Sir, with thp caufe 
which firft gave life to the prefent fhare of influence 
which we enjoy in this part of the Mogul’s empire : 
—a juft rcfencment for injuries received, was the 
firft motive which induced us to make a trial qf our 
ftrength , — the cafe with which we fqcceedcd en- 
larged our views, and made us chearfully embrace 
all opportuqiues of increafjng that intcicff and in- 
fluence, both on account of the advantages which 
accrued from it to the Honourable Company, as like- 
jjjfjf; the li'jpes that it might in time prove a fource 
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pf benefit and riches to our country. — Such were, I 
believe, thexnotivesof Colonel Clive’s aftioiis during 
his admimfiiation , fuch, I believe, were the views 
of the Honourable Company, when they folicitcd 
and obtained Colonel Coote’s regiment from the 
Government ; and fuch, I am certain, is the plan 
which the Colonel piopofes, on his lecuin, to pur- 
fue and to fiipport, in hopes to convince the Mini- 
ftry and the Company, aii he is convinced hiuifelf, 
that if they pleafe to fupport his projedf, it will 
prove of the greareft advantage to the public. 

If I have Itarcd our liiuation right, it follows, 
I believe, of couife, that we are bound with vigour 
to work on the fame plan, to aft on the fume piin- 
ciples, and to keep up the fyftem as pcifcft and 
entire as it was left in our hands j that whatever 
relblutions the Nation or the Company may come 
to, on Col. Clive’s reprefentations, they may noc 
be dilappomted, by finding here (at lealb through 
our faults) -any very material change in our litua- 
tion, power, or ciedit. 

One word moie. All we can willi to do is, not 
to fuffer the Nabob to impofe on us, and to check 
every beginning of an independence he may en- 
deavour to afliimc : — let us confult and improve, on 
every occafion that ofiers, the honour and advan- 
tage of opr employers, and the increafe of their 
trade and credit 5 and not let them fufier any addi- 
tional expence, on account of purfuing any plan, 
or fupporting any iyftem whatever. — By afting 
thus, I thipk we cannot errj we run at leaft no 
iilk; and I believe the Company’s affaiis may be 
condufted by us under this Suba, as much to their 
advantage and credit, as any other whom a revo- 
lution may place in the gnvernii.ent. 

Inclofed, I have the honour to fend Mr. Amyatt’s 
laft letter, received this morning. We have had, 
jw you will fee, another brulh with the Prince’s 

troops. 
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troops, and with great fuccefs : however, if the? 
ocher plan goes on, v/e muft put an end to this 
fighting fyftem, and talk coolly on affain. — I lhall 
expeft the favour of your opinion with great im- 
patience i and have the honour to afliire you that 
I am, with perfeft refpeft and eftcem, Sir, 

Your moft obedient and mofl humble fervanc, 

John Caillaud. 

It is worth remarking, that in this letter we fee 
many fpecious arguments in favour of Hill pre- 
ftrving this fyftem ; apologies are made for the 
Suba’s cruelties and opprelTions ; and even an at- 
tempt made to extenuate his conduft in the Dutch 
affair, by attributing it to his timidity. — Howfo- 
ever Colonel Clive was aftiuted to declare after- 
virards, the fentiments fet forth in this letter, yet 
the Memorial lent to the Company, (fome time 
itfter it happened) carried the teftimony of convic- 
tion, (to his lifavin» called in the Dutch) figned by 
Colonel Clive and ni^ whole council. Poflibly we 
may be wrong ; but ftill we will not hefirate to 
fay, that neither the pen nor tongue of a Cicero' 
fhould influence us to think, the molt atrocious 
crimes and cruelties can admit of palliation, let 
the complexion or principles of that government 
be what they Will, — much Jef^ vindicate the fup- 
porting fuch wickednefs, let the advantages be 
ever fo great to ourfelves. — But wavii^g heie thelc, 
and feveral other pans of this letter, we beg leave 
to refer you to our anfwer immediately’ following, 
where we think we have rendered the Whole invalid, 
— It IS more worthy remark, that aj^ the arguments 
ib foicibly urged there, vanilhcd on Governor 
Vanfittart’s ainval at Fort William — -withqut, as 
We remember, any material alteration in the face 
of affaiis i — for, after the flight of Cnddeim FJoft 
fifn Khan, the lains fet in, ai^d a (top was put tq 

all 
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til operations of the field — It is true, things were 
!,rowing woifc and worfc-, — but th.it was no more 
han was foreleen long bcf'oiv, as ap}'e irs from 
\lr. Hoi well’s icpeated and urgent reprclentatjons, 
in his part, as well as on that of the Committee, 
.hough then withovit obtainiii<.j, any du; influence : 
nor will this be much wondenil ,ir, when we un- 
maflt the caufe. The M.ijor Jiaving undoubted 
re*ifons to exptdt a change in the povemincnt oi' 
Calcutta, and that Mr. V.anfirtait would piobably 
aiiive with us in July, or loonei , ir is but rational 
po think, that the Major ratlur clio^c to be joined 
with Mr. Vanfutart, with whom he liad been long 
connefted in fr.endfliip, (than with Mr. Holwcll, 
who was in a manner a ilianger to him) in the fub- 
verfion of a government which he faw muft inevi- 
tably be brought on, but at the fame time thought 
would admit of delay. Tins mull have been the 
'plan of thinking adopted by liiiu tljcn, oi his I'ub- 
lequenc condudt in falling immediately into, and 
having fo piincipal a patt in depoling isihii J.'fHer 
Khan, mult appear wholly unaccountable. — Meffis. 
Holwcll, Sumner, and Mac-Gwire, the majority 
of yourSeledt Committee, very cleaily faw tliroiigh 
this difguile 5 for they too had received intnnati'.n 
of Mr, Vanfiitart’s appointn'ent , and convinced 
that nothing could be effedlually puflied 1 y tlicir 
majoiity in the Commutee, without luving a con- 
cuirencc fiom the heaic with the Coiiiniandcr m 
duel of your foues m the field, contented them- 
lelses with lemonlbanccs on the uiiluippj fuudtion 
ot your aflairs :■ — having no other alternative in 
ihiir power. To the tiutii of this, we icnruie to 
refer to Mr. Sumner, now in Engkind. 

Here we will beg Uave to fay publicly, what we 
have often faid in piivate to fome ot' your Court of 
piredlors ; If you would have your aflF.urs coil- 
du'ltcd pioperly in Bengal, give your Commander 

111 
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in chief, rank, title, emoluments, any thing to 
make him refpedable in the eyes of that govern- 
ment, and your own forces , — but give him not a 
vote in youi Committees or Councils : — recent and 
melancholy prtiofs evince the impropiicty of doing 
it. — There will ever be one fet of polilicul views m 
the cabinet, and another in the camp and this 
inevitably mult be the cafe . — if il had not been fo, 
you would, in the month of May oi June 1760, 
haVe been yourfelves Subas of Bengal, and now m 
poBedon of between two and three millions fterling 
per aniiH/». 


To John Caillaud, E/q-, 

SIR, Cakutea, June 14, 1750. 

M any of thevaiious real’ons you aflign for 
our fupporting this goveinnieut, at all 
events, Tfbould moft readily fubmit to, were we " 
at the fame time in any ficiuuon of fupporting and 
condufting the Company’s affairs with fuccefs and 
honour, or indeed of condufling them at all. They 
are burthened with a military mice at the expence 
of near 50,000 Rupees each month, their bare pay, 
befides the immenfe dial ge of military Aoies, &c. 
The charges of theii wotks, one monih with an- 
other, amount to liom 70 to po,ooo Rupees. 
The Company’s great fupport, at tins time, will be 
expefted from their Bengal inveftments ; and if we 
return them this feafon one fhip’s compleat cargo, 
it will be the utmofl the prefent profpeiSt piomifes: 
for fome time the bufinefs at their different Arungs 
has been at a ftand , they have m a manner loft 
their iiJk inveftment for this feafon. — .The balance 
of their treafuiy, one lack and half only, without 
any hopes of a matciial fupply, wc having ufed 
every means in our power to boriow on their ac- 
without luccels ; In hourly expeftation of 

their 
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their credit fuffering further difgrace, from ottr 
inability to anfwer the fevcral bills diawn on us 
from different quarters ; in lei's than the fpace of 
one month a difgraceful flop muft be put to the 
progrefs of our new works ; and I declare to you, 
I fee not where we fliall get money for the pay of 
our troops in garrifon, and much Icfs foi the fer- 
vice of the marine, and othei current expences of 
the Prefidcncy." — I have no doubt but jou will 
give due weight and attention to the foregoing leal 
ftate of the Company’s affairs , and from thence be 
convinced, that the fupport of the prefent fyftem, 
until the Company’s pleal'ure is known, will i educe 
us to no fyftem at all j the more fuiely fo, as we 
have fo little foundation to expeft any fuppLes at 
all from them, by the ftiips of this feal'en. 

Had It ever been my wifli or intention to have 
taken our fupport from the ’prefent Nabob, and 
transfer it to any other, your arguments, in that 
cafe, would have all the weight with me they 
fo greatly merit ; but, I think, on a reprefentation, 
of mine to you, and the copy of mine to Mr. 
Amyatt, you will lee that was not iny aim for 
I concur minutely with your objeftions to fuch a 
ftep, and am very clear we fliould not mend our 
fituation by a revolution in favoait of any other, 
who would, as you truly oblerve, piove as bad as 
the prefent, and probably worfe . — But my views 
for the Company went much higher. That the 
country whl never be in a fettled, peaceful ftatOj, 
whilft this family is at the head of it, is a polition 
I lay down as inconteftable j and that until the 
country enjoys that ftate, the Company’s affairs 
muft, in confequence, be daily approaching tq 
certain ruin; I therefore judge we could never be 
poffelTed of a more juft or favourable opportunity 
to carry into execution, what muft be done, I 
plainly fee, one time or other, if the Company 
' have 
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have ever a feciire footing m the provinces, to v/it,* 
Take this country into their own hands, limiting 
ourfelves to the province of Bengal only, or ex- 
tending our views to thofe of Bahar and Onxa, as 
on fuCLiie debate might be thought tnoft eligible. 
The fituation of the Prince at prelent 13 fuch, that 
I am fuie he would readily and thankfully hearken 
to an overture from us, and without hefitation, 
grant a Phirinaund appointing the Company per- 
petual Subas of the piovince. His two Phir- 
maunds to me, as I before advifed you, offered a 
Carte Blanche for the Company j and I daie fay, 
that to you was of the fame tenor. With lefpedt 
tb the validity of receiving a Phirmaund from him, 
I cannot think it pofTibly liable to impeachment 
That he is the legal heir to the empiie is beyond 
contradidlion ; that Abdallah has proclaimed him 
Empeior, by the name of Shaw Allum, ordered 
Siccas to be kruck in his name, and called him tu 
the throne, are truths which now I believe will 
admit of no doubt. But, on fuppofuion things 
fhould come to the work, and the ifllie of them 
at laft prove in favour of Shaw Jehawn, I conceive 
it would veiy little affeft us, when once in pof- 
feflion of the provinces ; for let the lot of empire 
fall to whom it will, the regular remittance of the 
ftipulated levenues of the country, from which that 
couit had hardly benefited fince the time of Sujah 
Khan, would fecure a confirmation, from whatever 
Prince fills the throne, if his eyes are open to his 
own intereft. 

The foregoing favourable circumftances confi- 
dcred, together with the prefent ftate of the Com- 
pany’s aflairs, and the many juft caufes and provo- 
cations we certainly have againft lupporting tills 
government any longer, can we, confittcntly With 
out duty to the Company, difregard an oveiture,' 
which in fatt came firft from the Prince,’ fo im- 

menfely 
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nenfely advantageous to their affairs— and redound- 
ng fo greatly to their honour ? — and by which we 
hould Ik (ufficiencly enabled to prevent the French 
‘ver regaining a footing in Bengal, or even an en- 
rance to the countiy ?— Circumftances we have 
nnft to apprehend from, of any thing that can 
DOlIiblv happen to the moleftation and deftrudtion 
)f the Company’s influence and concerns in India} 
Tor in fiich an event, we can, from experience, 
udge the affiftance we fliould icceive from the pre- 
fent government. 

I have this nioment received yonr favour of the 
loth fiom Hybuc Gunge, and think five or fix 
days will bring you near the city. As nothing 
material has happened, your obliging apology for 
not writing more frequently, was needlcfs, for I can 
very foon account for every moment of your time, 
in fuch troublefome and forced marches, — I obfcrve 
the firfl: frefh difeouragements which check the 
Prince’s hopes • and yet I think if he gives us the 
Subadary, promotes Mhir Jaffier and his fon to 
fome conflderable polls, and takes them and their 
troops with him, and is joined by 4 or 500 of Eu- 
ropeans, with 2 or 3000 Seapoys, and a good field 
artillery, the refult would be in his favour; and 
that, with thefe helps, he would gain the throne 
of his ancefiors : — ^for though after the late fuccels 
of the Morattors againft Abdallah’s Vificr, it might 
be imprudent in Sujah Dowlet to advance to the 
fouthward > yet when he was joined by the Princ^ 
with a formidable force, there would be no objec. 
tlon to Sujah Dowlet’s joining him with his whole 
power, in his march to Delly.— Think, Sir, how 
glotious a circumfiance for our Company and na*' 
tion, to be aiding in fa juft and honourable a ftr- 
vice I and what might they not both eimeft, if the 
Prince wa» eftablimed on she throne of Indoftan ; 
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an event which appears to me a moial certainty, by 
Inch a coalition as isjull hinted at above. 

If matters (houkl dunce to conic iiuo rreatv, a 
ratification of Colonel Clive’s Jagier nuill not be 
forgot. I am with real efteem. Sir, 

Your obedient humble .*>ervjnt, 
J. Z. 11. 

How far his Loidlhip’s prior and fublequent 
treatment of Mr. Holwell, merited tins tender 
confideration, we leave to his Lordlhip’s breafl ; — 
and only remark, that this thouglit never occuried 
to his bofom friends, when they lud it in tlidr 
power to have fcieencd him fiom nnith tiotibk 
and more anxiety. 

To PrrcR Amy ATT, Eff, 

SIR, Calcutta, 30 th May, lytw'. 

S INCE mine of the asth, I have received a 
letter from Mr. Haftings, enclofing abitiadis 
of one from Jugul KilTorc, the Nabob’s agent at 
Delly, to the Nabob, advifing him of the Sliaiv 
Zadda being aftually proclaimed King, and calleil 
to the thione by Abdallah ; and that the Viacrut 
was fent to Suza Dowla, who has already ilruck 
Siccas in the Prince’s name. If this incident is 
really faft, which appears piobable enough from 
the many particulars recited in Jugul KilTore’s let- 
ter, our proceedings will require the nicdl conduct 
at this conjundure ; and as we have hitherto op« 
pofed his arms, we muft attone in future for fuch 
oppofition, by making our force as ferviceable to 
him as poflible,— even by joming him with fuch 
part of them as we can poffibly fpare, to aflift him 
in fecunng the peaceable pofleHion of the tlirone •, 
provided we can thereby ^in Ibme cffential point, 
*. wlikh 
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vlnch wc muft now moft alliJiioiifly’ piirlue, fdr 
the Company’s benefit ; the fn' c< Is and actom- 
phfliment of winch will greatly depend on yours 
and the Mu]Oi’s addiell, to whom I lhall cnclold 
copy of tlU', that v<ai may a'd; in concert on this 
occafion foi the puMii. pood — 

On luppolitum ilui the riiiiec is recognized 
Empcioi by Abdall.ih, I do not Icc how we can, 
confident with our cUiiy to the Company, to natu- 
ral juflice, or lound politics, fiipporc this family 
any longer againit the Prince, without the molt 
daprant breach and violation of the laws of nations; 
^^dlllll Ins right remained doubtful, a pretext 
barely plaufible remained for our condudt , but 
this recognition of the Prince by Abdallah, and 
the principal Omrahs of this empire, diverts us 
even of that pretext and our perfifting will lay 
Us, I fear, not only liable to cenfure from the Com- 
pany, but fiom the whole wen Id. 

Tli.ic the Suba will labour to exculpate himfelf^ 
by throwing the odium of the refidance made to 
the i^rincc in tht*le dominions on us, I have not 
the lead: doubt j of which there needs no ftronger 
proof, than his fecrcting this extiaordinary event, 
which on the inftrant he Ihould have communicated 
to me, by virtue of the treaty fubfiding between 
him and the Englidi ; for all the intelligence of 
this affair I have from Mr. Flattings only, who 
obtained the copy of Jugul Kidbre’s letter from 
the Moonftiee, contrary, he believes, to the Suba’s 
intentions j — fo that, on the whole, we may rea- 
fonably conclude, he is well advanced by this time 
in making his peace with the Piince at our ex- 
pence, and poflibly at the price of the Company's 
ruin i — in which he muft be countermined without 
lofs of time, and every piece of treachery carefully 
guarded againfl, which either he or his fon, we 
know, arc capable of projefting againfl: our troops, 

G or 
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or ir. r vellcuLiy iecci\ a 1 a kau-r i’l.)"! tli * old 
Nabob, ddiMrij' me to okIct pau ot Cantain 
Iifclici’s comnund to Midii.ipoic, fur ihu k\u.ity 
of that place, and collection of the u'-.enuc'; 
■which in 111)' anlvver I ablblutely refulKl, allcM 'inj; 
for realbn that his own people were fully equal in 
that fa vice, and that 1 could not think of inaLiiij; 
any furthei d'llperfion of our troop'>, at a tin a 
when -we mifTht daily expeit an enemy in tlie nver. 
—Wc cannot be too much upon our guard ag tiiiil 
this goveinment, at this vciy iiiticul period, lor 1 
pcifcflly know it capable of the* moll lupcrlaiiv’c 
bafenefs and tieachery. 

All thefe parnculais preniifcil and duly conli- 
dcred, the plan for our immediate tonduit obvi- 
oufly prefents itfdf. The J'nnce’s icfentmeiu in 
this family IS I'uch, that I am ton/inced the lii'l 
overture from us would be moll readily embraced 
by him and his Minifteps, that now we (hall have 
k in our own power to make our own terms foi 
the Company ; and that if we lofc this op[KJi i unity, 
itisevidentto mewelliall never get anothot ; and that 
the Company muft ever lemaiii on the moft jirec.1- 
nous and dangcioiis footing in tins cnuiitiy. 

'rhe ceims to be laboured lor, which now occur 
to me,' aie, il 1 , The Subadary of Bengal, coin* 
priiing Siccli-gully, or 'rellngui i v, for the Coin- 
pan\'.— 2cl, Their Governor, fur the nine being, 
to heir the title of Suba, or Niz.vm of the pti>. 
■vincej, — ji!, Mr Law and hv. ipoop, lo 'i,> 1 . h- 
vered up to us — 4tli, No othci !Mir'‘pi.aii power 
whatever to be alloi^ed to iiold ot niaimain a loriia- 
ca'ioii or tioops 111 theproviiiLe. — 5tli, An ablolulc 
giant, or phiimaund, for the fecuiity of ov>i Salt- 
petre farm, free honi ail caveats and dliriCultios 

6 tb, A ratincattoii of our trc^atie, with Suiajad 
Dowld, and the piellnt Suba — yth, Full indemni- 
fication and acciuittal to the Company, lor all our 

antient 
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Aiitionr pliirmaiinJ'',, .".lants, ami pii\ ilep^rs, and 
lull confinnation of tin* lame lo ilio coinjuiiiy. — 
nih, \ ktcoi to be obuiiiid from the 'vnpeior to 
tlic Kinf^ of ()ir..i-lh tain, fettinr!, ioali the paiti- 
CLilai's oi L>ll tlieie pi.uit to lin hibjefls. 

On o 111 file v.i- cn(;a;^e, ill, 'I'd make due and 
rf'',iilai inmitanoi. lo coiiit, of the {lipulaied icve- 
mus of the piovuiee — ;d, I’o quit the piotcdlion 
oi the pielciu lamily 111 the goveinment — -jd, To 
pj) obedieme to .<11 oidels iJlumg Itom rhe thionc-, 
..lid -ith. To |oiii the Pi nice \iiih all the, ticops we 
tan polliblv Ipai'* I'lnm tlie ileleiue of the Com 
pany’s poflell'ions ■ bin this lall aiLide to be .ivoid- 
etl, il }u.iiLu\ible. 

It you, iDintly with Major Caillautl, think the 
forcjroinp, plan can be carried into exeeiition, con- 
hllenr wiihtheCompanvk fafetyand advannigc, tlie 
lame lhall bo laid l’eto''t: the IVv id, and picpei 
t..’iiiiiiitud U) ^ou it It nil us v.uh their 
appiiiv.l. It }<)!< 11 impiaCLif’hle, lavotir 

iijC v\i h yoiu fentliuents, and poinr out v.’hat other 
j'loboMe Iv heme ve eaii .’dopi, to e\tricate the 
Company’s alfaits troiii tlie dill'iculties and ob- 
llrudions’ they laboui under. 1 .ini. Sir, 

Voiir moll obedient humble .Servant, 

j. z. n. 

I'q the fl.n. Ions Zcfir. Iloi-v/nni,. 

S I R, Camp at '’V'/ leh nuke, June 25 , 1 75 o, 

S INCE I had the plcafuie to pppiizc you of 
Captain Lnox’s Iticcefs again fl: Catidim tlof- 
fein Khan, I have crolild the uvei with the Na- 
bob, and have been in full puifuit of the fame 
enemy for fcvcral thiys paft. Encumbered by his 
ttcafurc, and a gie.at quantity of baggage, he was 
very much impeded in his retieat, and retired fo 
flow from us, that yeflerday morning, after a 
G 2 march 
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nn,ircii of Ijx houis, we found ouifelvcs in figlir 
of hi3 rear-guard. AdMleJ of our approach, hi; 
had then juit ftmci: his camp, whcicin he left 
twelve very fmall pieces of cannon ; and without 
iceming to ohferve us, continued on his way about 
thiee cols funher, with our army Ibllowtng him. 
At the extremity of a large plain, bordered by a 
thick grove, and tlirce or four villages, which 
covered part of his troops, he made a halt, and 
drew up his cannon. We did the fame upon the 
plain, and a mutual Siinnonading enfued. Pic- 
vious to this, I had fent lepcated melTagcs to the 
Nabob (who cemained a confidcrable diftance in 
ohh: rear) immediately to difpatcli a body of ca- 
valry, to Hop them and keep them in play, and 
aoc fulFer fo fair an occaGon to be irretrievably 
loft i urging, at the £ime time, how impoflible ic 
was for men on foot, fatigued with a long march, 
to attempt to*puilue hoife; but he continued deaf 
to my rsraonftrances, and inftead o£ fending me 
the leaft afliftance, foimed his troops above a mile 
in oLir rear, and theie waited looking on until the 
enemy quitted the Geld, From the commence- 
ment of the cannonading until the Gring ccafed, ic 
was about four hours. Little execution was done 
on either Gde. Two or three times they appeared 
in a large body, coming down upon us ; but on 
our advancing, immediately ictieatcd. We drove 
them from the villages, and they abandoned to us 
feven more pieces of cannon, and as many can els 
loaded with rockets. During the aflion, which 
very probably was a feint, for that very purpofe, 
Aey found means to unload all their hacKcrics of 
their treafiue, Genanah, and other valuable cffefls, 
to place them upon tamels and elephants, with 
whieh they went oft', and me now far enough out 
of our reach. All then empty harkeiies they allb. 
itft behind rjicm. Nothing could induce the Na- 
2 bob* 
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bob, even after all was over, to fend a bodj' of 
horfe to intercept them in their retreat, which, 
might have been effedted witli very little hazard. 

I marched feven cofs after them this morning, but 
found they had loft tlieir camp, and departed in 
the night. I have the honour to be, with equal 
refped and dleem, Sh, 

Youi moft obedient, humble fervanc, 
JOHN CAILLAUD. 

"To PtTtR AMtATT, 

SIR, July I, lySo, 

I N expedation of hearing more particularly fiom 
you, on the Majoi’s ai rival with you, 1 defer- 
icd hitherto replying to your favour of the 12th ; 
but nenv lendei you my bofl: thanks for that, and 
another of the 1 gth, w'lth Us duplicate. 

We may fay, veiy tiuly, that we have not 
gained miirh by this wildgoofe -campa'gn. The 
Piincc and his friends have gained Ids, except we 
tofs them a drubbing or two into their fcalc. Knox 
is a brave fellow, and I dare fay tlie Major Will 
finifli Cudheim Hoflein Khan, .as you phrafe it, if 
he does but ftay, and give him as fair an oppor- 
tunity. But ptay, after all, what is to be the end 
of all thefe onarches, ■courtter-maichings, drub- 
bings, &C. ? Methinks we leem fo keen after this 
royal game, as never once to rcooUeft, that the 
Company muft ilarve, if we find them no other 
ainufementj we will fuppofe Ctidheim Hoficin 
Khan finiflied, and the Prince driven out of the 
country, with all his adherents, until the rains 
break up i when, in all human probability, the 
fame royal hunt begins again, and fo on, ad infi- 
nitum, whiltt the Company have nothing but ruin 
in profpeft. No money, no goods, no credit even 
with Wat ^JuvttHtnmt we are fiipportingi which 

G 3 on 
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on the contrary, in place of advancing, in this dif, 
trelTcd ftate of oiir aflairs, obftrudts and embarrafles 
us on eveiy occaCon, in the colleftion of the 
Tunckas which are our due, and is capable of le- 
fuling us a peuvannah for a year or iwo’-s cliinam 
to fini£b ovir new wotks. And to form to you a 
compleat idea of Mahomet Jaffiw Aly Khan, he 
is now,' at this very juncture, whjlft we are rifleing 
our own throats to fave his, m fecrct negociation 
with the Morattors, to introduce a body ot 25 or 
30,000 of them into the piovmces. He has agieed 
to pay them la lack in three months , a conlidtrable 
fijm was near being advanced to them, when he 
was informed I had intelligence of it, and tlien he 
dropped it. “ Mufl'aloode Mahomet Khan was dif- 
patched to Cuttack, with two other Morattors, to 
finjfli this bufincfs. 

I am forty the M^jpr’s.feptjimcnts and yours feem 
to differ from my own, ferpeifling tne iieccfitiiy we' 
are under of iLippo,iting this goveuimcnt, at all 
events and in'all circumftances. I muft confefs, 
my reafon is not at all convinced of this obliga- 
tion. If this muft hold until the Company’s plea- 
fure be known, it can hold on no othei terms, 
than the Nabob’s making over Ibme other parts of 
the country, that will fully reimbuifc the expcncc 
of the tioopsj for by Heaven! we ftiall not be 
able to pay them two months longer. I am truly, 

^ij , 

Your moft obedicnf humble Servant, 

J. 2,. H, 


Mr, Warxen Hastings. 

SIR, Fort 16th July, lytJo, 

Y our obliging letter of the 12th reached me 
only this morning, as alio yours to the Scleft 
^ommitLee. Jlie futlden death die YQVng Na- 
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Uob h very fli’I.M", anil muH, I ilutiK, cvcaHon 
i’oninititii>!i‘i 111 die piovinvcs. Had I'iovkIvicc 
tho'iglit piopcr to have appoinLed, by the laiiic 
il.ilh, R.ipih R'.'.igebullub Lo atiencl Imii to the 
oduT woiltl, the LOiintiy would have had a double 
benclit, Mhii.in’i. cioops, leiuining under his 
comm.iiid, I thill Ic will piovc bad policies. He 
li.'s been .a the bottom, tlic gie.itcaule of the long 
dillemions between Mhhan and his father ; and the 
joung Nabob's tioops, \vc prfctty well know, have 
neidicr aTection for die old Nabob, nor can put 
fiiith oi confideiiee in him. My leign islhott; 
f I iMneeive Mr. Vanlutart will aiiive with us m ten 
days the iarthelli howevei, flioit as it is, 1 would 
willingly employ tlie Jail hotit of it lor the advan- 
L'ge of the public : Ih.ill theielbre tianfmit with 
this that advue to the old Nabob, which appears 
to me moll ejilntiiil fui his It i vice at this junillure, 
and what will, I think, piove moll tontlucive to 
the litihi'p toe ['.e.ue and u.mquiDity ol lus loun- 
try. bops ol ixy li Iter ro the old Nabob [ uicloll. 
you i niv I'lm, you vvill olileivo, is Ihoit, and 
ealily to be cllected, now his Ion is gone— to wit, 
to throw himleU into the aim^ of Mhir Cofiim Aly 
Klun a.nil Roy Doolub; .md dilmifs fiom his 
Councils thofc two vi][)ers, Aga .Salah of Cuttack, 
.Hid Raiaii Bullob, as well as diac intamous imliu- 
menc ot hisciuelties, Chut ton. 

You will liyinfy to the Nabob, that, on the re* 
ceipt of your letter, I paid eveiy cullomary com- 
pliment t') his Ion’s mcmoiy, luch as minute guns, 
colours of die fort and fliips hoilled iiall mall, &c. 
and have wrote him ulfo a lepaiM-te letter oi condo- 
.kincc on this melancholy ocr.ifKin. I am, Sir, 

VoLir moll obeJii,iu humble Servant, 

J. Z. II. 

P 4 f'.S, 
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P. S. You will obferve, that in my lorter to the 
Nabob, I have as yet only mentioned Collini Aly 
Khan to him. 

Thus far advanced, wc think it elTcntially pro- 
per to lay the whole progrefs of this revolution be- 
fore you, even to the minuteft: circumdonce. 

To ^ve governor Vanfittart a full knowledge of 
theprefent fituation of the provinces, and date of 
the Company’s aflPairs, the correfpondcnce and me- 
morial were preferred to his perufal and confidera- 
tion, together with all letters received, as well from 
the country powers as others. The rcfult was a 
declaration from him, that one or other of Mr, 
Holwell’s plans mull be purfued, without lofs of 
time, tofave the Countiy and Company fiom im- 
pending ruin. — Colonel Caillaud was immediately 
ordered from Patna to join our Councils — he ar- 
rived. Three or four days produced, from the 
Governor, a long ftatement or the prefent fiice of 
affairs, and the neceflity of adopting meafnres 
therein propofed, which were in a manner literally 
taken from the correfpondcnce and memorial, and 
obtained the fanftion and concurrence of Colonel 
Caillaud, and the majority not only of the com- 
mittee, but of the council alfo. 

At this period Mr. Holwell received frequent 
letters from Mhir Mahomet Coffim Aly Khan, 
containing theftrongeftprofeflions and aflurances in 
favour of the Company, if, by our fuppoit, he 
was promoted to the fucceffion of the Dewahnec, 
and other polls enjoyed by the late Chuta Nabob, 
his brother-in-law. Thefe letters were duly com- 
municated to Mr. Vanfittart, to whom he likcwilc 
wrote, but with more referve, imagining Co- 
lonel Caillaud had fwayed him in favour of Hiyah. 
Raagebujlob, though without any real ground foe 
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fuch fufpicion. Thcfe matters being debated in 
committee, it was judged eligible to obtain per- 
miinon for Coflim Aly Khan’s paying a vifit to 
Calcutta } a circumftancehe himlclt had intimated, 
in a letter to the Governor and Mr. Holwell , the 
times gave good pictcncc tor it, to wit, adjufting 
the operations of the next campaign, and finally 
lettling the accounts of the Tunka’s. To gam this 
point, the Governor and Mr. Holwell wrote to the 
Suba with good ibecefs j Colfiin Aly Khan had per- 
million to come to Calcutta, and left the city fome 
da)s after, and arrived with us about the 20 th of 
September. 

The ullial ceremonies over, he had a private 
conference or two with the Governor; but Hill 
forming doubts of his being influenced by Colonel 
Caillaud, kept himfclf much on the referve ; the 
Governor expoflulated with him on fo improper a 
conduct. To this he replied, that he had the 
flrongeft reafona to conclude the new Colonel was 
his enemy ; aiyi therefore defired Mr. Holwell 
might be deputed to have a conference with him, 
to whom he could open his whole heart with con- 
fidence and freedom ; to which the Governor gave 
a ready aflent. 

Mr. Holwell being well apprixed that Coja Pe- 
trufe (CO whom the Company owed much in the 
laft revolution, but much more m this) bad the- 
greatefl; weight with, and influence over Coflim 
Aly Khan, had fccured him on the fide of the 
Company ; and at a private interview with him, 
at Mr. Holwell’s garden, on the fame day of the 
conference between the Governor and Coflim Aly 
Khan, Mr. Holwell formed a rough plan of the 
terms which muft be infilled on for the Company, 
in lieu of the protei51:ion and fupport given to Cof> 
fim Aly Khan ; which Petrufe engaged 'he would 
promote, to the utmoft of his power and influence. 

The 
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The next morning, the 24th of September, Mr, 
Holwell communicated his confoience \iith iVnuife, 
and laid the rough plan befoio the Ciovernor and 
Sekdt Committee, who approved of it, with little 
variation ; and the 25th was appointed lor the 

conference between him and Coflim Aly Kh.in 

They met at feven, and about nine Mr. 1 lolwell 
received a meffage from the Governor, intimating, 
that the Seleft Committee was going to lit, and 
■would continue fitting until he joined them with 
the lefult of the conleiencc. 

‘After the ufual compliments, and many giateful 
acknowledgments on the pait of (.oliitii jVly Khan, 
for. the many inftances of fnctidnnp lie had 10- 
ccived from Mi. IJolwell, duiing Iut govci nment, 
the feene in point .opened 5 when, wall vciy little 
helitation, he difcoveitd Ins vicvv:. were iiioic ex- 
tenjive than had been imagined. ,Hc uigcd the 
rejicated treacherous concJpS: of tlie Suba and the 
Ute young Nabob to the Englilh, who had” been 
not only their Cieators, but their fuppoit and pre- 
feri'cis , expatiated on their ciucltics and minders, 
and the uinverfal abhorience of the people againll 
the Snba and liishoufc, dwelt much on his per- 
fonal ingiatitude to iiiinlell, in two attempts which 
he had ma.de on his life,, at the inftigalion of tin* 
late young Nabob ,— exclaimed againll: the feciei 
negociation he had carried on with the Sluw Zadda 
and the Dutch ; — communicatedi the private orders 
he had leceivcd from the Suba, when he was lent 
down againft the Dutch, to favour them, in con- 
tradirtion to the public ones, tiaiifmitted by the 
Suba at that time to Mr. Holwell ; clofjng this 
introdudion with laying, that the Suba was inca-. 
pable of goveiinncnt ; that no faith or triift could 
be put in him j and that, if he was not taken off, 
it would never be in his power to render the 

Coimpany 
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Coini'any thofc fci vices which he had fo tnvich at 
heart. 

iVIi. lToh\c]l, who little expefted a preliminary 
c»f this kind, expielled much alloniflinient and ab- 
hoirtnce at the oveituie — and icplicd, “ That 
“ howfocvci little the Suba defcivcd confideration, 
“ set that the honour of the Company, and the 
*■ V,ii'’,Ulh name, Ibibid our hearkening to any 
ait. mpib a{\amll his life or diginiy ; that caie 
wnuUi Ilf taken, neilhet he noi Ins evil minifters 
ihi'iildiii iutuic have j owci cithet to injure him. 
the Company, or iin C’ouiitiy, in the mannei ht 
had .'heady done ; but that unlel’s he (Collin 
Alv Khaii; dropped all mention, as well as cveo 
“ intention and attempt of tin* ineallirc he hai 
“ intimated, the eonfcicnct imifL ond ;here.” T. 
tins he acquiefted, hqt witli evident diHatisfaiflioi 
ff nHintcnance and only adtWd, that as he hai 
11 I luppoit l)ut the Kiijilidi, he mull: I'ubmit to thei 
iin,.i'i'ies ; bill feared Mr. llolwell was not f 
nu’i li Ills lutiul as he hoped and ixpcfted, 

riiis obllruilliun being lemovcd, bulinefs an 
r ueli .ilici cation took place; none prefenl bt 
O'lhm Aly Khan, Mr. Ilulwell, Coja Petruh 
.and Collnn Aly Khan’s head Moonllicc (or Perfia 
tetary) and after debate on each ariicle, tl 
following were agreed to. 

lit, 'J'hat C'oinm Aly Khan fliall be invefle 
with il.e iJewannec, be tlecl.iied Chuta Nabo 
and fuccelTor in the Suballiip to Mint Jaffier A 
Khan, and cnj’oy all the polls pollellcd by the la 
young Nabob. 

id. That all ads of the gnyernment fiiall ri 
under tlie leal of, and iii the name of— —Ml 
Jillier Aly Khan ; but the executive power Ihou 
roll m Cuflim Aly Khan the dignity of the Su 
to remain inviolable m the peiloii of thcfoimi 

w 
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■with an allowance of one Lark of Rupees per 
menfera, for the fupport of lus hounioUl, &c. ex- 
pences. 

3d, That Coflitn Aly Khan fliall pay and make 
jgood the balance of the Tunka’s, as lately ad- 
jufted with Omid Roy, on the part of JafEcr Aly 
Khan. 

4th, That the Company lhall keep up a ftand- 
Ing force, for the defence of the government and 
provinces, confifting of 8000 Scapoys, 2000 Eu- 
ropean Foot, 200Q Country Cavalry, and 500 
European Horfe. 

5th, That to enable the Company to keep up 
the above ftanding force, the countries of Burdo- 
maan, Midnapore, Chittygang, and half the an- 
nual produce of the Chinam at Sillet, fball be 
ceded to the Company in perpetuity. 

The above five articles contain the full tenor and 
eflenrials of the treaty, though not a literal copy of 
it. — fixth article, ptefled by Mr. Holwell, That 
Coffim Aly Khan Ihould concur with the Englifli 
in acknowledging the rights of the Shaw Zadda to 
the throne of Indoftan, was left dormant, and to 
be adjufted ?s future events Ihould point out. 

By one o’clock in the afternoon, Mr. IlolwcU 
attended the Committee, with the articles agreed 
to by Cofiim Aly Khan, which met the unanimous 
approval of the members. At this committee it 
was moved and reqnefted by the Governor, and 
backed by the Committee, That Mr. Holwell 
would accompany the Colonel (who was ordered 
to return to Patna) as far as the city, with joint 
powers from the Committee, to carry the foregoing 
articles into execution amicably, if poflible, other- 
wife to force the Suba to a compliance. To this 
purpofe they were to be accompanied by a detach- 
ment of 200 Europeans, 4 pieces of field artillery, 
and 5 or 600 Seapoys, under the command of 

Major 
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Major Yorke, on pretence of reinfotcing the troopi 
ac Patna. 

This fervice was peremptorily refufed by Mr. 
Holwell, for the following reafons : — He faw 
no fufHcient netclfity for it. Secondly, He was pre- 
determined to refign the fcrvice asfoon as ihetieaty 
was figned. Thirdly, He mufl. have been fecond 
only m the commiflion with the Colonel j a cha- 
racter he could by no means fubmit to, under a 
gentleman he had fo lately commanded ^ a circum- 
Itance which would have rendeied Mr. Holwell of 
little weight or confeqtience at the city. — On his 
rcfufal, the Governor dcclaicd he would go up 
himl'elf with the Colonel, on pictence of paying 
the fiift vifit to the Siiba. 

The ahch and zyth of September pafled in con- 
ferences between the Governor and Coflim Aly 
Khan, in drawing the treaty out fair, and adjuft- 
ing inciilutcs touching the cariying it into execu- 
tion. The 27th, at night, a Committee was held 
at the Governor’s houfc, and the treaty inter- 
changeably ligned by the Committee on the one 
part, and by Mhir Mahomet Coflim Aly Khan 
Bahadr on the other. The 25 th» he made an 
entertainment for the Governor and Council j and 
the agth, in the motning, took his leave, and de- 
parted for the city. — The fame morning Mr. Hol- 
well took his leave of the Board, and refigned the 
fervice. 

Major Yorke, with his detachment, marched a 
few days after, with inftruftions to arrive at the city 
a day or two after Coflim Aly Khan, that he might ^ 
be near enough to proteft him, if there fhould be 
occaGon. The Governoi and the Colonel followed 
loon after, and arrived at the city with the detach- 
ment, and took up their quarters at Moradbaag, 
on the oppoGte Gde of the nver to Moorlhadabad. 
—But here we will take up the thread of this 

detail 
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tletallftoni Mr. VanlUutt’s nun wmilf, in Jii? tf- 
mnnllrancc to cho r>o.ii<.l of OiKiut.!, of uhnh v‘( 
luckily have a cop) , uhoio In' oH, 

with the murder of Aly Vendee Kh.;n’, 

already Ipokeii to. 

F.xecutioni of this kind had made the N.iboh 
the dread or the delell.iiion ol all fjonii men , 
and he necelfanly became a prey to pci.'jdc ol 
t‘ mean cxtrnrtion and al'jcdl dilpofition*!, ulio 
knowing th.it a government fo m.in.iy,i-t| amid 
“ not Hand long, fought only to m.ike tlicinlelves 
“ nch by opprelllons of all forts u[!On tlie coiiiury 
“ and inhabitants. To the heavy t.i\es liiul by 
“ them on markets, is afcribcd the preleiiL tinufual 
fcaicity and dcamefs of piovifions at the city, 
the capital of a country once cflcciiied the moll 
“ plentiful in the woiJd, The perfons who h.nc 
had the chief Ihaie in this bad management .iie, 
Keenooram, Moniloll, and Checon, all of low 
“ birth, and the two fiift the menial fervants of 
JafEer Aly Khan, bcfoie he came to the hiiib.ilt- 
“ Ihip. Thefe managed fo, as to engage liim 
continu.ally in idle or vicious araufements, keep. 
“ ing him by that means m utter ignorance of his 
“ affairs, and m a date of indifference as to their 
“ fuccefs. No money came to lus trealury, at the 
« fame time nothing was paid to his aimy, inlb- 
“ much that his troops mutinied, and furrounded 
** his palace in a tumultuous manner, threatening 
“ to take away his life; which they certainly 
** would have done, had not his fon-in-law, the 
“ piefenc Coffim Aly Khan, become anfwerable, 
and paid them a very large fum out of his own 
“ treafury. This happened laft June ; and if the 
imminent danger with which his perfon was 
“ threatened on this occafion, awakened him for a 
moment, no fooner was it removed again to a 
« diftanec, than he fell back into the lethargy 

“ which 
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which had fo long polTcfTcd him ; the fame nff- 
“ worthy minifl-i-TS remained ftill In'; only coim- 
fellois, and continued m the management of his 
“ alVans to the laft day of his adtniniftiation ; 

“ which he left in lo confufed and impovcnilied a 
“ ftate, dial in all human appearance another 
“ mouth could hardly have run ihioiigh, before 
“ he Mould have been cut olf by hr. own Seapoys, 
and the city became a fcenc of plunder and dd- 
“ order, the Nabob luving made no further pio- 
“ vifion for the payment of the long an ears due 
“ to his people, after Codim Aly Klun had ficcd 
“ him from his iormer extremity. This danger 
“ he could not but forelex*, and more than once 
“ declared his appiehcniions, yet liad not the 
power to cxeit the neceflary means for picvcnt- 
“ ing it, but funk the deeper into dtjedion, 

“ Befides this mteftinc danger to which the go- 
vernmentMas expolal, two atmies wcie m the 
« lield, and waiting only the fair weather to ad- 
“ vance, tlic Shaw Zadda towaiJs P.itna, and the 
Beerboon Rajalis of Bifllnpooi, Ramgtir, and 
“ the other countries bordering upon the moim- 
“ tains, were ready to lhake oil their dcyendance, 
« and had already offered cotifiderable fupphes to 
“ the Beerboon Rajah. The Rajah of Carrucki- 
“ poor had committed open hollilities, and 
“ taken pofTeflion of all the country about Boggle* 
“ poor, which entirely ftop[icd the communication 
“ between the two provinces on that fide of the 
« river; in a word, the whole countiy feemed iipe 
“ for an univeifal revolt, thofe parts only excepted, 
“ whofc natural wcaUnefs or neighbouihood with. 
« the eity intimidated tliein from taking up arms. 
“ To encounter all thefe difficulties, there was 
« nothing but troops without pay, fiom whom 
“ thcielbie no great efforts could be expedlcd : 
oKhis a vety iccent mffantc occurs in ilie de- 

“ tachment 
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** fachment which was ordeied againfl" the B«t- 
“ boon Rajah, three months bi’t'ore the Kabab’s 
*' abdication, but never advanced more than rhiet 
cols from the city 5 in which fituation it conti- 
“ nued upon my arrival thcie. 

*' All who arc now in Bengal, and acquainted 
** with the tranfadlions of the government, will bear 
“ witnefs that this is a true dclrription of fafts : 
“ and all who are convinced of the fails, will 
“ certainly agree, that affairs were at an extt cm ity 
« no longer to be neglefted without manifeft dan- 
ger of having the piovinces over-run, and the 
“ trade entirely ruined. I was refolvcd therefore 
“ to ufe my utmoft endeavours to get theJe bad 
“ minifters removed ; and judging jc irtighc be dif- 
ficult to prevail on the Nabob to part with his 
« favourites without fome degree of violence, I 
« biought with me a detachment of Europeans and 
« Seapoys, under pretence of fending them with 
*■* Colonel Caillaud, to reinforce the army at 
Patna. 

“ I arrived, with the Colonel, at Coflimbuzar, 
the 14th of Oflober, and the next day the Na- 
bob paid us a vific. The i 5 th we went to the 
« city and returned the vifit: on the i8th, the 
Nabob came to Moradbaag, by appointment, 
« to talk upon buGnefs. In the conveifation which 
« I had with him, in the two former meetings, f 
“ had taken occafion to reprefent to him, in gene- 
ral terms, the bad man^ement of his minifters, 
« the mifencs and univerfal difafFcftion of the 
“ country, and the dclpeiate ftate of his, as well 
« as the Company’s affairs. In order to give 
him a more full and clear view of the evils 
“ brought on through the weaknefs of his admi- 
niftration, and to point out the means fbr their 
« removal, I had prepai-ed three letters, which, 
1 ‘ after a fhort and friendly introduction, I deli- 

vered 
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vered to him j of wliich tranflations are licreiinfo 
« annexed. 

“ The Nabob icemeJ much affefbcd by the 
perufal of the lettcjs, but cncicavourcd moie to 
“ put an end to the conference, than to propofe a 
** remedy to the evils. I, hovvever, pie vailed oti 
“ him to fend for his dinner to Muradbaag, and 
“■ in a manner infilled on his coming to fome dc- 
“■ termination for the immediate i dorm of the go - 
“ vemment. At length, he confefled liimlclt, 
tlirough age and grief for the late lofs of his 
“ fon, incap.ablc of ftruggling alone againft fo 
many diificulties, He defiled he might have 
“ time to confult with his friends. I told him, 
“ the men with whom he had lately adviled weie 
not his fiicnds, but his gieatell enemies ; that 
his returning again into the midfl. of them, would 
“ only be the means of augmenting his difficulties i 
** that he had much better take the affiftance of 
“ one from among his relations, on ivliofe true 
“ attachment and fidelity he might more fiifely 
“ rely. He named five or fix, and amongft them 
** ColTim Ally Cawn. lalked him, which of that 
“ number was moft fit to alTift him in his prelent 
“ exigencies ? He replied, without any helitation, 
« that Coflim Ally Cawn was the moft proper j 
“ ncverthclcfs, it was with the utmoft difficulty I 
« could prevail on him to fend for him, and fo 
very late that, before Coffim Ally Cawn could 
arrive, the old Nabob was extremely fatigued, 
and in fuch a ftate of anxiety, that I could not 
“ refufe his return home to rake his reft. I was 
** convinced indeed, it was to no pnrpofe to dt- 
“ tain him, for fuch was the jealoufy he difcoveied 
“ with refpeft to Coflim Ally Cawn, that I faw 
** he never would confent, without feme fort of 
force, to ^ive the other the means of reftonng 
« order to his affairs. An hour or two .iftcr the 

H “ Nabob’s 
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t' Nabob’s departure, Coffim Ally Cawn arrived, ■ 
“ and fecroed to be extiemcly apprehcnliye, that 
“ the Nabob, inftead of trading him with the 
** management of his affairs, would endeavour by 
fotne means or other to get rid of him. I agiocd 
“ therefore in opinion with him, that he diould 
“ not go to the Nabob’s houfe, until meafurcs 
were taken for his fecurity. We rcfolved, how- 
ever, to give the Nabob the next day, the 19th, 
“ to redeft upon the letters before-mentioned, m 
” hopes that he woidd propofe fome means of re- 
guhticn. I heard nodung from him all clay, 
“ but found by my intelligence, that he had been 
•i' in council with his old advifers, Keenooram, 
“ Monil'jt and Cliecon, whofc advice I was fuio 
“ would' be conn ary to the wclfaie of the country 
in gciieralj, and that of the Company in particu* 
lar. I determined thcrelbrc to aft immcdiaiedy 
“ on the Nabob’s fears. There could not be .» 
** better ^portuniiy than that the nicht of the 
“ 19th afforded, Lt being the conelulion of the 
“ Gcnt.in Icaft, when all the principal people of 
“ that Cdft would be pretty well fatigued with 
« thoir ceremonies. Accordingly I agreed witln 
Caillaucl, that he lliould ciofs the liver with the 
detachment,, between three andfoui in the moin- 
** ing, and having jo.ncd Coffim Ally Cawn and- 
his people,, march to the Nabob’s palace, andi 
“ funound it juft at day-break, being extremely 
“ deliroUi. to prevent any diftxirbance or blood - 
“ fhed, 1 wrote a letter to the N.iboli, .1 tranlla- 
“■ tion of which i; annexed, and dciiveicd it to the 
Colonel, to lend in to him .it Inch a time as he 
fiiould rhink moll: expedient. 'Mcafurcs were 
taken, at the liiriie rime, for feizing the perfons 
of Keenooram,. Munilot and Chccon, hiy in- 
“ tention bring only to lemove thefe three un- 
“ ViOi'ihy miniiierb, and place toffini Ally Cawn 
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in the full management of all the niTairs, in qua- 
Iity of deputy and fucceflbr to the Nabob. The 
** needlary preparations being accordingly made 
“ with all the caie and llcrcfy poflible, the Colonel 
" embarked witli the tioops, joined ColTim Ally 
“ Cawn, without the leaf!: ahum, and marched 
" into the court-yaul of the palace juft at the 
“ pioper inllanc. The gates of the inner court 
“ beinjT fluit, the Colonel foimed his men without, 
“ and feiu my letter to the Nabob, who was atfiift 
in a great rage, and long thieatcned he would 
“ make what refillance he could, and take his fate. 
“ I'lie Colonel foiboic all hofliliues, and fever al 
“ melTjges pafled between him and the Nabob. 
“ 'Ihc affair icmained m this doubtful ftate about 
“ two hours, when the Nabob, finding his per^ 
“ filling was to no purpole, lent ^ meifiige to Cof 
“ fim Ally Cawn, informing lam, he was ready 
“ to fend him the Teals and all the cniigns ot digT 
iiity, and to Older the Nobut to be Itruck up in 
his name ; provided he would agree to take the 
whole cliatge of government upon him, to dif- 
“ charge all the arrears due to the troops, to pay 
the ufual revenues to the King, to five his life 
and honour, and give him an allowance fu/ficicnt 
for his maintenance. All thefc conditions being 
agreed to, Coflim Ally Cawn was proclaimed 
** and the old Nabob came out to the Colonel, de-. 
“ daring that he depended on him for lus life. 
“• The troops then took pofielfion of all the gates, 
“ and notice being fent to me, I imincdiately re- 
paired to the palace, and was met by the old, 
Nabob in the gateway. He afked, it his per- 
** fon was fafe, which i'eemed now to be all his, 
“ concern. I told him, that not only his perfon 
** Was fafe, but his government too, if fie pleafed, 
•* of which It wm never intended to deprive him. 
“ I'hc Nabob anfwcred, that he had no more 
Hz “ bufincfii 
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‘ biifinefs at the city ; that he fliouKi be in con- 
tinual danger from Cofiim Ally Cawn *, anti th.it 
‘ if he was permitted to go and live in Calcutta, 
he (hould be extremely happy and contented. 
' Though I could not help lamenting his fudden 

* fall, I was not forry for this propofal, as 1 knew 
‘ affairs would be much better managed without 
‘ him j and his retaining a fhare of the authority 
‘ (however fmall) could not fail to c.iure fuch 
‘ perplexities, as might prove, in lb critical and 
‘ dangerous a juncture, of the worft coniequences 
‘ to the adminiftration. Cofiim Ally Cawn was ac- 

* cordingly feated on iheMufnud, and I paid him 

* my congratulations in the ufual form. All the 
‘ Jemmadars and perfons of diftinftion at the city 
‘ came immediately, and made their acknowledg- 
‘ ments to the new Suba; and in the evening 
‘ every thing was as perfectly quiet, as if there 
‘ had been no change. The people in general 
‘ feemed much pleafed witli this revolution, which 
‘ had this peculiar feheity attending it, that it was 
‘ brought about without the leaft difturbance in 
‘ town, or a drop of blood fpilt. 

“ The Nabob did not think himfelf fafe even 
‘ for one night in the city. CoQim Ally Cawn 
‘ fupplied him with boats, and permitted him to 
‘ talce away as many of his women as he defired 
‘ (which he did to the number of about llxty) 

‘ with a reafonable quantity of jewels. I fur- 
‘ nifhed him with a ftrong cfcort of Europeans 
‘ and Seapoys, and intended to lodge him at Hc- 
‘ rajeel, but he would not truft himfelf there, 

■ and begged he might deep in his boats clofe to 
Muradbaiig, which he accordingly did. lie 
continued at Muradbaiig the next day, and in 
the evening I vifited him with Colonel Caillaud. 
He appeared then pretty eafy, and reconciled to 
the loliv of a power which he owned to be rather 

“ a burthen 
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*• a burthen than pleafure, and too much for hh abi- 
** lities to manage fince the death of his fon *, and 
" the enjoyment of the reft of his days in feciii ity, 

** under the Englifh protedtion, iecmed to be the 
“ chief obje4ft of his wilhes. 

” On the morning of the aad, he fet out for 
** Calcutta, and anivcd there on the 29th. He 
“was met by a deputation from the Council, and 
“ ticated with every maik of rel'pedt due to bis 
“ former dignity.” 

And now having compleated our taflc, we think 
it necc/Tary to lequell your indulgence for any lu- 
accuracies and impcrfeiftions that may appear in 
this hafty performance, begun only the hjl 
<^^ry, and printed the Wednefday after, under many 
difficulties, by the attacks againft this revolution 
appealing fo late, which has laid us under the 
neccHity of omitting, for want of time, many other 
material vouchers : however, we think we have 
fully evinced the indifpcnfable nccefilcy which 
moved your fervants to this meafurc, and hope we 
have cleared it Irom the imputation of mpcralleled 
lufatny^ and the many other indecent and unbecom- 
ing reflexions thrown out by hot-brained refent- 
ment ngalnll it. — If we have done that, and en- 
abled you to judge, at the enfumg crifis, with 
candour and piopnety — our labour is notin vain. 
— If we have not, we arc foriy we have given our- 
lelves and you this ufelefi trouble. — A few fliort 
reflexions, and we come to a clofe,-— Had the 
lieads of father and fon been taken oft at the pe- 
riod of the Dutch conteft, in November 1760, as 
juftice and honour called for ; (and why it was not 
done, let the world judge) and that opportunity 
taken of acknowledging the Sh-aw Zadda, and 
receivinc the Subalhip of Bengal from him tor the 
H 3 Company i 
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mpanyi (or the next opportumtv, whcauifrcd 
Mr. Holwell) — happy would havi* been 
je to the Company and the nation' happy 
)uld it have been fot thole individuals, who, 
fortunately milled, fince died, butchered in your 
•vice ! happy would it have been for thole, who, 
mifcrable times, fucceeded to Colonel Clive and 
s Council, doomed to fupport a government that 
■oved a difgrace to our name and arms ; and that 

0 with inadequate refourccs. On the whole, we 
jpe we lhall not be thought too piefnming, if we 
mture to draw one general conclulion for you and 
arfclves, to wit — That Mhir Jafficr /Uy Kharis and 
’s Sen Mbtran, were more dejerving a halter than a 
uhajhip of Bengal. Not thatwc would be thought, 

1 this, to detradt from the Treaty of 1757,^10 
'hich we give the high merit due to it, at that 
ital, melancholy period. 

\%Smttt Fthx, 

ValtnupmTbameSf Slaty % 

F«b. 22, 176^, 


j. holwell; 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

S INCE clofing the foregoing Addrefe, a Pam- 
phlet is come to oui hands, beating the tick 
of “ A Lcttei to the Honouiiible the Secret Com- 
mittec Ibi Afiaiis ot the Honouiable the Uniccti 
“ Company i.'* Merchants of England trading to 
“ the Halt Indies,” (ignod by lix Gentlemen of 
yout Council ot Hoi t William. 

Afi.T wc had taken the tiouble of perufing this 
jiicc’f, we made I'ome inquiiics how the Public came 
by It’’ and learnt that it was pi ivacely compiled 
.abroad, and tranfmitted to England to a relation 
of one of the Gentlemen who figned ic, to be deli- 
vered to the Coui r of Dircdors here j who, as wte 
are iiifumied, refufed taking any notice of it, as it 
did not ieadi them by the uliial and proper clian- 
nel. If our information in thcle particulars is 
juft, we cannot help chinking the method taken by 
thefe Gentlemen was ckficienc in equity and gene- 
rofity ; for, to lodge an accufation when the ac- 
culcd have no opportunity of vindicating them- 
ll'lvcs, is unprecedented. Such we conceive to be 
the cafe refpci51:ing Mr. Vanfittart , and we cannot 
help applauding the juftice of your Court of Di- 
reftors, for their candid bchavioui in giving no 
countenance to a proceeding fo u regular. With 
legard to the pamphlet itielf, we cannot think the 
I’ubliflier of it a friend to the parties concerned ; or 
if he is, he has certainJiy judged ill in throwing it 
out at this junftuie, Wc flatter ouifelves, this 
peiformance will not have weight enough to influ- 
ence you, when you compaie it with the fadts and 
evidences laid before you in the foregoing Addrefs ; 
but this alio we fubmit to your impartial judg- 
H 4 nicni-— 
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mcnt — borrowing a paragraph from the Advertife- 
mcnc prefixed to that Letter, as apt to our pur- 
pole, with a little variation. 

** But though the wifcft and beft may fometimes 
“ difier m points of fo interefting a nature, yet it 
“ is from Fafts and Arguments (etraion from 
“ tbofe FaSis) alone, that the Impartial ought tu 
decide," 



Mr. H O L W E L L’s 

REFUTATION 

O F A 

LETTER 


TKOM CERTAIN 

Gentlemea of the Council at Bengai, 

TO THE HONOURABLE 

The SECRET COMMITTEE. 

SERVING AS A 

SUPPLEMENT to Lis ADDRESS 

TO THE 


Proprietors of East-Indxa Stock, 



ADVERTISEMENT. 


T he following Letter is piiblifhccl to enable 
the Proprietors of India Stock to judge of 
the primary caufe of the prefent commotions in 
Bengal, an,d of the t;ruf mOtwes for dcpofihg Jaffier 
Aly-Cawn. 

The friends of tlie Gentleman who accom- 
plilhed that revolution, have handed about an 
apology for fo extraordinary a ftep : It cannot then 
be deem^ improper to makc'public the icafons on 
the Other fide. 

If names ought to have any v/eight in determin- 
ing queftions of this kind, theie are two fubjoincd 
to the prelent Letter, tliol^ of " Colonel Coote and 
fJlajor Carnac, which have a title to command the 
ligheft veneration from every lover of his country. 
Sbth of thefe Officers have performed aftlons which 
night vie witli the molt brilliant of antiquity. 

.Neverthelels, It is with equal jultice acknow- 
edged, that after the ftroke was ftruck, forae 
jenclemen approved of what had been done, who 
lear the fairell and moll amiable charadters. 

But^though the wiftlt and the bell may Ibnaetimes 
liffer in points of fo interefting a nature, yet it is 
rom fadts and arguments alone that the impartial 
ught to decide. 

"* The firft of thefe Gentlejnen, by hia able and /pirited 
induft, on the coaffi of Coromandel, did honour to himfelf, 
s country and her arms, and fo we will fuppofe the other 
Juld have done, if Fortune had ever given him an opporCu» 
ty ; which Ihe certainly did not, as will appear in another 
ace. 
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TO THE HONOURABLE 

The SECRET COMMITTEE 

For Affairs of the Honourable United 
Company of Merchants of England- 
trading to the Eaft-Indies. 

Copy. 


Homourable Sirs, 

I. "ITT gives iis the gieatefl: concern to be obliged 
I to aJdrcfs you, in the manner we are now 
under the neceffity of doing *, but as we 
have publicly declaied our diflent fiom the late re- 
volution in the kingdom of Bengal, and exprelfed 
our entire difapprobation of the meafuics purfued 
conlcquent thcicto ; it is our duty to acquaint you 
with our reafons for having differed in opinion 
from the gentlemen who were acceflbry to that 
revolution, left ill-minded people Ihould reprcfenc 
our oppofition as a fadion, inftead of owing its 
nfe, as it really does, to our ftrid regard to what 
we think conducive to the honour of our country, 
and the interefts of out employers. Had the whole 
Board been confulted, we dare afftrt, this meafure 
would have been rejeded by the majority ; and we 
humbly refer to you, whether the opinion of every 
member theicof ought not to have been taken by 
the I’rcfident, before he ventured upon .fo bold a 
^ep as the fubverfion of a govf rnment. 
a 


Refu- 
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Refutation, 

I. It is verj' manifeft, thcfe gentlemen coulJ 
be under no concern at all, upon this occafion j 
becaufe they knew they weic under no neicj}:>y 
of addieffiog the .Secret Committee in this 
clandejline manner ; the Board of Calcutta being 
always open for cveiy rcmonftrancc of their 
fervants through v^hich channel they arc con- 
veyed to their honourable employers at home : 
bur Lhefe gentlemen were fenfible, that if this 
regular and ufual njethod had been taken, it 
could not come home without a vindication 
annexed, which would have rendered this per- 
formance invalid, and have fiuftiatcd all ihc 
cxpeftations they had from it , inugining foiiift 
ftain, fioni the dirt they throw at the revolution 
of 1760, mult ftick, when there were none at 
hand to wipe it off. The ill-judged zeal of their 
friends in giving it to the Public, is a ftep was 
never intended by the Compilers j they flatteicd 
themfelves it might poflibly operate in the dark, 
but if it ever faw the light, they knew it was 
open to dete£lion and confutation m all its pairs. 
Here let it be remarked, that MelTrs. Vanfittart, 
Catllaud, Holwell, Sumner, and M‘Guire, were 
^not only a majority of the Committee, butof the 
Council alfo. Fiay was the Council confulted 
in the revolution of 1757 ? Ws lay — ^No. — Nor 
had they any right to expeft it ; for they could 
not be capable judges. — Nor were there any 
public objedlions made to this revolution at the 
board, before Meflrs. Amyact and Ellis took 
their feats, and Major Carnac was returned to 
ihe fettlement, 

2. You were informed, laft year, of the fur- 
prifing revolution in favour of Mhir Mahommed 
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Cofijm Aly Chan, which would nccefliirily be re-' 
piefentcd m the molt favourable light, by the 
gentlemen who promoted it. But whatever judg- 
ment you may have been led to entertain of the 
mealure, fiotn their account of it, we cannot but 
think you will judge as ill of it as we do, when 
you aie truly intoimed of the circumftanccs with 
which It was attended, the manner in which it was 
executed, and the fteps that have been fincc taken 
to fupport it; Of thefe we will give you as 
fuccina an account as polTible. 

Refutation. 

a. The gentlemen who promoted that revo- 
lution Hood in no need of falfe colouring to 
recommend it. The whole chain of events, 
which made the mcafure (of divefting Mhir 
Jafficr of power to do greater ills) inclifpcn- 
lably nccelTary, weie minutely tranl’micted to 
the Court of Diicflors: they examined, they 
faw the necelTity, they approved, and fliewcd a 
needful and juft refentment to tliofe who rofe in 
oppofiiion to it. 

3. At a time, when there was not the leaft ap- 
pearance of a rupture or dilguft between us and 
the Nabob Ja/Her Aly Chan; on the contraiy, a 
friendfhip and harmony fubfifted ; Mir Collim 
Chan, his fon-in-law, came down to Calcutta, on 
fume pretence or other, to vific Mr. VanCtiart; 
and having ftaid a ftioit time, he returned to Mor- 
Ihedabad. A few days after Mir Coflim’s depar- 
ture, Mr. Vanfittart went up to Motfhedabad, on 
the pretence of a vifit to the Nabob. Colonel 
Caillaud, with a party of tw’O hundred Europeans 
and fome Seapoys, attended him ; who, to remove, 
the fufpicion which fuch a force would have necef- 
ftrily occafioned, -it was pretended wciegoingupto, 
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t*atna, to reioforce the army there. "Wlirn Mi. 
Vanlittait arrived at Moradbaug, the Nabob pjidl 
him two vifus, at 'thelaft of which Mr. Vanfiitait, 
without any pievious notice of his intentions t».ive 
him the three letters, mentioned in conliihation ol’ 
the loth of November, 1760; of which copic, 
have been tranfrnitted you. The abruptnefs with 
which thefe letters were prefented him, one clofe 
upon the other, and tlic unexpefted propofals 
contained in them, terrified the Nabob; and he 
was entirely at a lofs how to aft, but defired tune 
to confider on what was to be done. Mr. Viinfif- 
tart, feeing his perplexity, ftrongly infiflcd on Ins 
immediately naming fome perfon, from among hus 
relations, to take chaige of the Subalhip; and 
very particularly recommended Cofllm Aly Chan, 
who was fent for, and the Nabob Was defired to 
ftay till he came ; but Collim Aly Chan delayed I’o 
long, and the Nabob was in fuch anxiety of mind, 
and fo defirous to be releafed from the vifit, being 
greatly fatigued, that Mr. Vanfittart was obliged^ 
in order to fave appearances, to fufFer his dcpai ture 
to the palace, after having detained him much 
longer than his inclination. That night and the 
day following pafled in concerting meafures with 
Coflim Aly Chan, how to put in execution the 
plan before agreed on in Calcutta ; a treaty having 
been figned for this purpofe^ in Septmber., 1760, 
while Cojfm Aly Chan was down here. In con- 
sequence of thefe deliberations, our troops clan- 
deftinely crofled the river, the next night, under 
Colonel Caillaud, and being joined by Collim Aly 
Chan and his party, liirrounded the Nabob’s 
palace. A letter from Mr. Vanfittart was lent ill 
fo the Nabob, demanding his immediate catnpliaiice 
with what had been propofed to him j to which the 
Nabob returned for anfwer, “ That fuch dfage 
“ was what he never expedled from the Eiiglifli •, 

“ that 



t HI 1 

*« that whilft a force was at his gates, he would 
“ enter into no terms ; and that it was his defire 
•* our troops might be returned to Moradbaug.” 
A mefliige was then fent, informing the Nabob, 
that if he did not diicftly comply,, they Ihould 
be obliged to fiorm the palace. Afionilhed and 
tonified by this menace, he opened the gates, ex- 
claiming, “ That he was betrayed ; that the Eng- 
“ liQi were guilty of pequry and breach of faith ; 
“ tliat he peiceived their defigns againft hi&- 
“ government ; tliat he had fi lends enough ta 
“ hazard at leafl: one battle in his defence ; but 
although no oaths were facred enough to bind 
the Englifii, yet as he had fwoin to be theit 
“ faithful fiiend, he would never fwerve from h‘is 
‘‘ engaj^ment, and rather fuffer death chan draw 
** his mord againft tliem.” So fufpicious was he 
of being fold, that, “ He defired to know what 
“ film of money Coflim Aly Chan was to give for 
“ the Subalbip, and he would give half as much 
“ moie to be continued ; he hoped, however, if 
they intended to dethrone him, diey would not 
“ leave him to the mercy of his fon-in-Iaw, fion* 
“ whom he feared the worft, but rather wiflied,, 
“ they would carry him from the city, and give 
** him a place trf" fafety in Calcutta.” This laft 
requeft of the Nabob’s, the effeft of his fear and 
delpair, was immediately laid hold of, and con- 
ftrued in the light of a voluntary lefignation. Ac- 
cordingly, our troops took pofTefllon of the palace j 
Mir Cofiim Chan was mifed to the Mufnud j and 
the old Nabob was hurried into a boat, with a 
few of Ins women and nec-fiariesj and fent away 
to Calcutta, in a manner wholly unwoithy of the 
high rank he had fo lately held •, ,is is alfo the 
fcanty fubfiftence allowed him heic by his fuccefior. 
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Answer. 

With regard to this detail of the revo- 
lution, we refer to Mr. Vanfittart’s Memorial, 
publilhed in a late Addrefs to the Pronrieiors ; 
by a candid comparing one with the other, you 
will be capable of judging which has the greateft 
appearance of truth and probability. 

4. Thus Was JafHer Aly Chan depdTed, in breach 
of a treaty founded upon the molt folemn oaths, 
and in violation of the national faith. A Prince of 
whole friendlhip and attachment you have had 
many fignal proofs } in whofc caufe our arms have, 
with much honour, been employed; and by a firm 
adherence to whom, the Englilh had acquired, 
throughout the whole country, fo nniverfal a cha- 
radter of fidelity and conftancy, that the molt per- 
fect confidence was placed by the natives in them. 

Answer. 

4. The mifrcprefentations of this paragraph, 
lee fliUy confuted in the faid Addrefs. 

5. The advantages to be reaped by the Company, 
from the revolution, were, the grant of the Za- 
mindarries of Burdiian, Midnapoor, anti Chitta- 
gong; the payment of the balance due fiom Na- 
bob Jaffier Aly Chan ; with a prelent of five lack 
of rupees from Coflim Aly Chan, towards defiay- 
ing the expences of the war againll the French, on 
the coaft of Coromandel. Of thefe, Mr. Vanfit- 
tarr, on his return to Calcutta, acquainted die 
Boaid ; and, at the fame time, m jultiGcation of 
his proceedings, laid before them a memorial j 
copies of which were tranfmitted to you, by the 
lliips of rfic Lll fcafon. 
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Answer, 

g. Sec the articles of the treaty in the Addrcfs, 

6. This memorial is introduced with a lift of 
crimes laid to Jaffier Aly Chan’s charge which^ 
to thofe unacquainted with the Eaftern govern- 
ments, will appear deftrving of the liigheft refent- 
ment from a civilized nation. Yet I'uch is the ftate 
of politics in every Afiatic court, that, through 
the apprehenfions of the Sovereign, and the in- 
trigues and aitifices of the great men about him, 
inftances of cruelty and oppielTion are but too fre- 
quent $ and even the moft beloved among them 
are too much to be taxed with committing, or at 
leaft conniving at, aifts of violence $ but it fhould 
be confidered, that many of thefe are done by per- 
fons in power, without their knowledge; and that, 
as there are no regular punilhments for criminals 
of ftation, and who may be lo powerful that it 
would be dangerous proceeding openly againft 
them, rccourfe is often had to the dagger or poifon 
to punifh the guilty. This was the cafe in moft 
of the inftances alledged againft Jaifier Aly Chan ; 
none of which flicw greater proofs of cruelty, than 
that which Collim Aly Chan difeovered when, 
being in poffeflion of the palace, he was defirous 
of making the firft aft of his power the afTafllna- 
tion of Jaffier Aly Chan therein, and was very 
much difplealcd, when he found we intended to 
give him protection at Calcutta. Since his accef- 
lion to the Subadary, we could produce to you 
numberiefs inftances of h'is extortions and cruelties, 
but chat It would run us into an exorbitant length ; 
and he feems to have made the mote immediate 
objefts of his ill ufage, thofe who have been the 
moft avowed fi lends of the Englilh. We Ihall 
only pai'ticuUrile Kamnarain, whom he difpofleffed 
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of the Nabobfliip of Patna, in which it was al- 
ways thought found policy in us to fiipport him, 
on account of his approved faith ; »nd he now 
keeps him in iron'-, till he has been fleeced to tht 
utmoft, when there is no doubt he will be dif- 
patched. Moft, if not all thofe who cfpoufed the 
Enghfl.7 intereft, have been laid under the heaviell 
contubutions, and many have died under the foice 
of toiture to exadt money fiom them •, others have 
been either bafely murthered, or (which is a com- 
mon pradlice among Gentoos) unable to furvivc 
the lofs of honour, have made away with them- 
lelves. 

Refutation. 

6. Suppolc this to be the cafe in moll A fi.itic 
Rates, which we believe may be true ; is il not 
equally tiue that moft of Mhir JalJici’s ciud- 
tics wcie carried into execution from the conii- 
dence he had in our pioteftion ? And fliall we 
not blulh for this protcdbion being gi anted to 
him fo long ? Surely if we do not, wc ouglit •, 
for in the trueft fenic, his cruellies were our 
own. As to Coflim Aly Khan’s being defirous 
of alTdflinating Mhir JafEer, it is a charge we 
much doubt the ituth of, as we never befoie 
heard the faCt mentioned’. But that Mhir Jailier 
made two attempts to murder Mhir Coflim, v/as 
a truth well known, and never even doubted j 
therefore fuppofirrg this charge to be really iiue, 
we will not lay revenge and reientment willjullify 
the delire he is laid to exprefs ; but furely it 
will bear fame extenuation, when the pi evoca- 
tion 15 confidered. Touching Rajah Ram Na- 
rain, die Addrelj before relerred to will ftiew, 
that Mlur Jafiicr had refulvcd to remove that 
officer liom the government of Faina, (as a 
petfon not tiuft-woitliy, nor equal to fo great a 
' cUaigeJi 
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charge) long bcfotc MhirCoflim had any powcF 
or influence ac the Durbar, it la \eiy well 
known that Ram Naraln was in Lieaty to deliver 
the city of Patna to tlic Shaw Zadda, when 
Colonel Clive’s cxtiaoidinaiy forced marches 
pi evented him, and faved the city and the pro- 
vince. With lelpccL to CofTim Aly Khan’s 
putting Inm in liens, it is vciy well known that 
lOi fomc jeais he had rendcied no account of 
the revenues of the provinces of Bahar, on 
which head Mhir Jahier often complained to 
Mr. liolwell, who believes Col. Chvc received 
complaints of the ikmc kind tiom him, beibic 
he left India. Thclc gentlemen know nothing 
is 11)01 e common tliaii to put an officer of the 
revenues in irons, until he dtliveis in his ac- 
counts-, nothing fuithcr being meant by it than 
that lie (liould not cfcape wnli his embezzle- 
ivuiis. 'I’liat he was not tiuft-woithy, nor 
cnual to that poll, will appear fiom this very 
lb living ciicunillance : That wlicn Col. Clive 
was on Ills dcpartuie, he ftrongly recommended 
Mhir Coflim to Mr. Ilolwcll’s protedtion, and 
at the lame time mentioning his diftrult of Ram 
Naniin, told Mr, Holwell that Mhir Coflim was 
the man whom he ought to put into the govern- 
ment of Patna. The reft of the accufations 
againft Mhir Coflim in this paragraph are vague 
and general, and without one Angle inftance ot 
proof ; confcquently imwotthy notice. 

7, It is infinuatcd in the memorial, that the 
Nabob’s avarice and cruelty had made him the 
deteftation of all good men, and that he was- in 
the hands of bad nnniftcrs, under whofe mal-admi- 
nifti ation the country was greatly opprefled : as 
an inftance whereof, the fcarcity of grain in tlia 
city is produced. To thefc minifters are afcribed 

I 2 the 



L ] 

rijc great dilEculties the Nabob laboured under-, 
for want of money to anfvvcr the expcnces of the 
government, and to pay the army, tendered muti- 
nous for want of their arrears ; befides which in- 
teftine danger, the provinces were thieatened with 
an mvafion by the Shahzadah with a powerful army> 
and feveral of the Rajahs and Zamindars, were on 
the point of revolting, to encounter all which 
there was nothing but a difaffcdled army. Mr. 
Vanfittart appeals to every by-flander for the truth 
of thefe fafts, and of the imminent peril to which 
the country was expofed j he declares his intentions 
were only to remove the bad minifters, for which 
purpofe he carried up with him the party of Euro- 
peans and Seapoys. He proceeds to fet forth the 
manner in which the old T^abob was removed fiom 
the government, and Coflim Aly Chan taiied. 
He lays. People in general were plcafcd with the 
revolution ; and makes a merit of its being cfFefted 
without the leaft difturbance in the city, or a drop 
of blood fpik. He concludes with reprefetiting 
the anxiety the Nabob exprefled to get from the 
city, through fear of Coflim Aly Chan } and ob- 
jeives, that he appeared pretty eafy and reconciled 
to the loft of his power, which he owned to be 
rather a burden than a pleafure, and too much for 
his abilities to manage fmee the death of his fon : 
and that the enjoyment of the reft of his days in 
fecurity, uoder the Enghfli protedion, feenicd to 
be the chief objedb of his wiflies. 

Answer. 

7. See Mr. Vanfittart’s Memorial, and the 
pi oofs in vaiiotis parts of the Addrefs infupport 
of it. 

8, It is very fiatiirril foi any perfon who takes an 
uncommon Itep, to endeavoui to vindicate bimfelf 
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by the tnoft fpcdous arguments, and the molt 
plaufible reafoning he can devife j and nothing lei's 
could be expeflred from Mr. Vanfittart, after havr 
ing brought about fo unprecedented a revolution. 
He has told his ftoiy with all the a^ravations the 
natuic of it would admit , nocwithftanding which, 
we do not imagine the real'ons he has given in fup- 
porc of fo violent a meafuie will prove fatisfaftory 
to the world. He takes great pains to blacken 
jyrhir JafHer’s charafter, m order to prejudice 
men’s minds againft him; and lays great ftrefs upon 
the fcarcity of grain in the cicy^ but we apprehend 
Mr, Vanfittart does not judee fo harlhly from that 
ciicumilancc, after what he himfdf experienced 
latt year j for notwithftanding all the care, we are 
not to doubt, lie lias taken, gram was never known 
fo fcarce m Calcutta beforei infomuch that num- 
bers daily penfiied. 


Answe r. 

8. Not worthy any particular notice. 

9. Want of money was the great difficulty the 
Nabob laboured under ; but this did not proceed 
from any fault of his, but from thediftrafted ftate 
in which the country had been ever iince Colonel 
Clive’s departure; fo that a very fmall part of the 
revenues came into his treafury. The Burdwan 
and Nuddea countries were affigned over to the 
Company for the payment of the Nabob’s debt 
Midnapoor, the frontier to the fouth-weft, was 
over-run by the Marattas ‘ ; Beerboon, and other 
Zamindaries, with tlie province of Purea, under 
Kutldum HofTein Chan, were affefted towards the 
Shahiadah, who had under contribution the whole 
province of Bahar, except the city of Patna and a 
fmall diftrift round it. Chittagong, the eaftern 
barrier, did little more than detend itfclf againft 
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the inciirfioils of the Muggs, inhabitants of Aracan 
who iifed evejy year to come into Bengal fo 
plunder. Theic icmained only the Dacca piovince 
the diltni51:s lound Morlhcdabad, the Radfhy am 
Dinagcpooi countries, to fu^ply the immenfe ex 
pence of the war. And here lay the Nabob’ 
diftrefs, that with one fourth part, if fo much, o 
the accuftomed revenues, he was obliged to m.ain 
tain an army greater than any Naboo did befon 
him : and the Englifti army was not the leall con 
fiderable part of the burthen ; for trufbing moft t( 
them, he paid them firfb ’ ; which preference v/a 
the caufe of difcontent to the countiy troops. Ant 
though the force we had in the held, againft ai 
enemy whom Colonel Clive had, but a very flior 
time before, drove out of the country, t.ir CX' 
ceeded thofe thfe Colonel had with him, yet n( 
material advantage was gained over them, but th< 
countiy was over-run and ravaged by them, ant 
by frequent marches and counter-m.uches, oui 
own armies became as deftrudtive as thofe of tlu 
invaders No wonder then at the perilous con 
dition to which Mhir Jaffier was reduced 5 tc 
extricate him from which, it behoved us to exen 
our utmoft abilities ; inftcad whereof, lie wai 
treated with the greateft indignity by us, and bafelj 
turned out of his government. 

Answers, 

9 . ’ And were obftrudled in the receipts oi 
them by eveiy aitifice and finefle in Mini 
JafEer’s power. 

’ To what was tliis owing, but Jalficr Khan’s 
iirefolution and pufillanimity ? — »— See the 
Addrefs. 

' How he paid them, lee the Addrefs,——- 

* The foie caule very well known to theft 
Gentlemen, to wit, defcdtion, cowardice and 
a trcaclici y 
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rrecchery in Mlur Juffier and his fon, fet foith 
in the Addicis in three rein.uk.ible inllances, m 
any of which, a pciiod might have been put to 
the troubles as well as dillrefles of himfclt^ his 
allies and his counciy. 

TO. I’o remove bad Counfcllois fiom a Prince is 
ceitainly mcntoiioua , but it does not lecni to us 
that an) thing was ever defigned againlt the Nabob’s 
niiiilllcrs ; on the contrary, that the foie intent was 
to diiplacc the Nabob himfelf, is pretty evident, 
by the treaty bcfoie-mcniioncd, made in Calcutta 
] lad there been the lead: attempt to convince him 
in afiicniUy manner of any eiiois in his admini- 
llration, or of the ncceffity of difmifling from his 
prefcncc ihofc who all-advifed him, it is not to be 
doubted that he would have lieaikencd to reafon. 
That he was not obfiinate agamft good advice, 
may be concluded from the extraoidinary influence 
which Colonel Clive had ovci him i in proof 
whereof we need only call to mind how violently 
he was incenfed againll Rajah Ram Narain, and 
Roy Dulub ; yet the Colonel, by gentle methods, 
without having iccouifc to any other force than that 
of perfoafion, pcrfedtly reconciled him to the 
former, and obtained his permiflion for the latter 
to rcfulc at Calcutta, and bring thither with him 
his family and efleds. 

Answer. 

lo. ’ See the ticaty in the Addiefs, by 
which it will be pretty evident it never was 
iiicendcd to difplace him, but to divefl: him only 
of power to bring on the tnttre ruin of the 
countty — and us his allies. — 

II. The people in general, very far from being 
pleafed with the levolution, (as alledged in the 
Memorial) were extremely diflatisfied thereat. Had 
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Coffin Aly Cha« been before in eftcem among tliem, 
or pofTefled any Chare of influence or power, they 
might perhaps have overlooked the circumllance 
of his rife, and aferies of popular adions might m 
time have reconciled them to the ufurpation. But 
ho was defpifed and difliked before he came to the 
Mufnud, and his behaviour fince has been fo op- 
preffive and tyrannical, that it could not fail con- 
firming the public hatred of him. 

Refutation. 

3 1. This man who is faid to be in no efteem, 
but defpifed and hated, had a Nabobfhip in 
the province, was deemed worthy of the Subah’s 
daughter, and by Colonel Chvc of the govern- 
ment of Patna ; and fiirely we may, without 
any oflTcnce to thel'e Gentlemen, fay, that Colonel 
Clive was a fupenorjudge in this matter. On 
the whole, we may juftly fay, the inlinuations 
thrown out in this paragraph arc without foun- 
dation, and refledt more difhonour on the authors 
themfelves, than on Mhir Coffim. 

12. The little difturbance at Morfliedabad upon 
the occaflon, proceeded from the apprehenfions 
all degrees of people were under, from fo large a 
force being brought into the city in the dead of 
night } and Mhir Jaffier, no ways fulpicioiis of 
the faith of the Englilh, had taken no precautions 
for his own Icconry. Such is the fupenority of 
our arms, and fo great the dread of our forces in 
this country, that had we gone openly to work^ 
we fhould have met with little or no difliculty> 
which renders our having proceeded by ftcalth and 
treachery the moic inexcufable: and we are truly 
fbrry to have occaflon to oblerve, that the means 
by which this mcafurc was brought about, have 
thrown, an indelible ftain upon our national cha- 
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rafter, and injured us as much in the opinion of 
the natives, as it has of all the European colonics 
in this part of the world. 

Answer. 

12. Let Mr. Vanfittart’s Memorial reply to 
this. 

i^. It is aflerted in the Memorial, that Mhir 
JafRer was eafy under the lofs of his power, which 
Tie IS faid to have owned to have been rather a 
burden to him : but it is evident, on the contrary, 
from his declarations fince, and his letters to the 
Company and Colonel Clive, that he was very 
unwilling to part with his government j and that 
he greatly regrets the dcpiivation of it. He was 
necelllcated, indeed, to fubmit ; and in hopes of 
being redrclTed fome time or other by the Company, 
judging that fuch a ftep could never be approv^ 
at home, he vciy wifely chofe, rather than trufc 
himfelf with his fon-in-law, to wait patiently for 
that redrefs in fafety at Calcutta. So far he might 
appear refigncd to his fate 5 yet this can never be 
conltrued as an abdication of his government, 
though it has been indullrioully endeavoured to 
make the world look upon it in that light. 

Refutation. 

13, What letters Mhir Jaffier might fubfe-- 
quently be influenced to write, we know not — 
Mr. Holwell, the day after Mhir Jaffier ariived 
at Calcutta, paid him a vilir, and had a private 
conference of two hours with him, — in the courfe 
of which “ he often lamented pathetically the 
** lofc of his fon i that fince he received that 
** ftroke, he found himfelf incapable of govern- 
“ ment, or the things of this world •, that the 
** exemplary manner in which God had deprived* 

biro of a fon and fucceflbr, had convinced 

“ him 
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” him their fin? w^re grent, and required cx- 
. pwtipn that he was relbived to expiate them 
“ at rhe Tomb of the Prophet, and begged Mr, 
“ Holwell evould interceed with Mr. Vanfittart 
“ foi a pafijge to Jndda. — At times, he faid his 
V “ enemies had- injured him in the'ophiion of the 
“ Lnglilh, from whom he thought he had met 
“ with hard treatment.” Tn fhort, the m-an 
.'who was To lately- and juftjy the objcft of de- 
-tcftation, was now- as real an objeib of 
, miferation.— Mr. Plolwell applied to Mr. Vaf>- 
fittart for his paflage to Judd a, and in the 
- ftrongeft terms enforced the propriety of com- 
■ his requeft ; forefecing, that if he 

remained in -Bengal,, he would ever be an objedfc 
for a difaffedled party to work with. Mr. Van- 
flttart gave his aOent;— but fome lime after, on 
. , a-rqprefentation from -the Judda Supra-cargoes, 
-that complainttf. from him to the Balhaw might 
' inSrolve then* Ihip in troubles, the afTent was un* 
happily withdrawn. - 

14. We have now. Honourable Sirs, laid before 
you a true account of the revolution. The pro- 
jeftors perhaps thought the advantages it was to 
bring the Company, would be a fufficient atone- 
' ment for the mcafure, and enfure them the appro- 
bation of their mafters. It is true the Company 
have a confiderable addition 6f territory, and do 
now receive a large yearly revenue’; but as great, 
if not grcatei advantages might have been procured 
by more honourable means : and the prefent tran- 
quil ftate of the country, which fecures to the 
Company, as well as the Nabob, the full enjoy- 
ment of their revenues, is not the efiedt of Mhir 
Coflim Chan’s Nabobfhip, but of an dvfent which 
would equally have happened, had Jfl^er Aly 
Chan been continued on the Mllfnd^ ■'i4$ can be 
eahly made to appear, ■ ' “ 
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Answe R. 

14. There appeals a myllery at ilie clofc of 
this paragraph totally uiuntdligible ; poffibly 
we may have it explained by-aiid by — Wc will 
not attempt it hcie, 

15. Soon afret Collim Aly Chan was fixed in 
the Nabobfhip, the Company wcie nominally m- 
vtlled with the Zamyntlaiics of Ijuidwan, Midna- 
poor and Chittagong : and only nominally ; tor 
our fiift demands upon the two loimcr of thele, 
foi the payment of the levenues, were refufed. 

Refutation. 

15, This paragraph feems to be a flat contra- 
diiSiion of part of the J4th — for if the Com- 
pany “ now receive a laige yearly revenue,” it 
cannot be piopcrly called a nominal inveftiture , 
befidcs, we know the Company, at the lalt 
dilpatth of their fhips fiom Bengal, had received 
Ri iwo )cai3 revenues from Burdomaan only, 
70 lack, or eight hundred feventy five thoufand 
pounds. 

id. So bad an impreflion of us did the revolution 
create in the minds of the country people, that 
the Buidwan Rajah, who, in Jaffier Aly Chan’s 
time, had often expielTed his caineft defire that the 
Company might continue to colleft the revenues 
of his dillridt, as they had aH along done, on 
account of the Tunckaws, and that they would 
procure the Zamyndarie for rhemfelves from the 
Nabob 5 yet after the bitach of oui faith to the 
old Nabob, concluding no reliance was to be 
placed in our engagements, he immediately flew 
off from his former declaiations, and inftcad of 
Acquiefting under our government, he began to 
ACt in open rebellion i he flopped our trade, raifed 

a large 
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a large force, invited the Marattas into his countrj', 
with-held the payment of his revenues, and afting 
in conjundtion with the Bcerboon Rajah, he el- 
poiifed the caufe of the Shah Zaddah, with whom, 
he entered into correfpondencc. 

Answer, 

16. TheBurdwan Rajah was yearly fleeced by 
Mhir Jafficr, therefore no wonder he wiflicd to 
be rather under thejurifdiftion of theEnglifti.— 
His rebellion was of Ihort continuance, being 
prefcntly reduced, as well as the Beerboon Rajah, 
by our tioops under the command of Major 
Yorke; — but thefe two Rajahs defeftion pro- 
ceeded from a caufe very remote from what it 
is here afciibed toj and which thefe gentlemen 
feem wholly ftrangers to, as we Ihall make appear 
prefently. 

17. Several other Zamyndars who had remained 
quiet whilft Jafficr Aly Chan was Nabob, now 
finding the government overfet, thought thcmfelvcs 
at liberty to withdraw their allegiance, and would 
not acknowledge Mhir Coffim, but joined the 
Shah Zaddah ; whofe party, by thefe frequent 
defe^ons, was flrengthened with fupplies both of 
troops and money, and whole followers were gre,itly 
encouraged by his having been able to maintain 
his ground, and continue in our dominions the 
whole preceding campaign, in defiance of the 
Englilh army. 

Refutation, 

17. Here it is but jufi: to apologize for jhefe 
Gentlemen’s ignorance in affairs, for Meflrs. 
Cooce, Ellis and Carnack were not in Bengal, 
during the progrefs of thofe events which occa- 
fioned the unavoidable neceffity of divefting 
Mhir Jaffier of further power i— *and coming to 
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the boatd with an unhappy difpoGtion to op- 
pole every thing that had been done, becaufe 
they had no hand in the doing them, they had 
no methods to pick up materials but from the 
Bazars and public reporters of detraflion. As 
for Meffrs. Batfon and Verelft, they were not of 
the Committee, and confequently coi’ld know 
nothing of die political fyllem ; lo that amongft 
the lix gentlemen who fign this letter, one only 
of them could poflibly know any thing of the 
matter 1 and he but imperfedtly, by being fo 
far ablcnt from the center of our Councils. — 

i8. The Nabob’s troops were rendered quite 
mutinous by the news of the revolution. I'hey 
declared they knew nothing of Coffim Aly Chan, 
and that now they had loft their old matter, they 
were without hopes of being paid any part of the 
^mmenfe arrears due to themj and nothing Icfs 
than the extraordinary afliduity and influence of 
Mr. Amyatt, who was then chief at Patna, could 
have prevented them from proceeding to extre- 
mities. 

RErVTATION. 

1 8 . No wonder the troops grew mutinous on 
the news,— though not out of affeftion for their 
old matter, as is here unjuftly infinuated; for 
it is very well known his troops would have 
taken his head long before this, if he had not 
been protefted by ours. The truth is, Mhir 
Jaffier was in large arrears to them, which they 
imagined they fliould lole by the revolution , but 
as they were foon fatisfied in tins point, all dif- 
turbance fubfided.— 

ap. In this fituation were things when Colonel 
Caillaud left Patna, and Major Carnac received 
the command of the army from him. The Major 

■jaw 
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faw it wa? inipdffible for the countiy to fuppor 
itftlf againlt fuch a combination of difficulties, am. 
that if a decifive blow was not foon ftruck, the Shal 
could not fail to have immediate poHeffion of all 
He theicfoie determined to bring the Piincc to ar 
aftion as fpeedily as poflibk j and after lecurin;: 
Patna by a garnfon, to prevent its being plundcict 
by that rabble of troops whofc duty it was to de- 
fend It, he pufhed on with the Englifh aimy as 
faft as he could towards the Prince. He came up 
with him thiee days march fiom the city, the con- 
lequence of which brought on an adion wherein 
he gained a complcat vitfory*, and leduccd the 
Shah in a few days after to the neceflity of putting 
himfelf under the protefbion of the Fnglifli. The 
Major’s fuccefs, as it put an end to the hopes ol .ill 
the rebellious Rajahs and Zamyndais, lb it at oneo 
quelled all commotions, and eftablilhed thclo long 
wilhed for tranquillity in the country j and the 
different provinces were now brought into order', 
and rendeicd m a condition to pay their refpcilive 
revenues , the Nabob’s tieafury was enriched, and 
he was enabled to difeharge the arreais of his army, 
and to advance the money he had engaged to pay 
the Company. 

Refutation. 

19. This paragraph feems big with impor- 
tance: — We have feen, in many paits ol this 
letter, unjuft inlinuations thrown uul to ihe 
prejudice of the then commander in chiel of 
your troops, as if all had not been done which 
ought, and might have been done with the 
force he had under his command. We have 
already, inthe Addrefs fo often referred to, pointed 

out 

• This battle w.is the moft rematkable of any which ha^ 
lately been fonghc in India, Plafly noc excepted [ and may 
even be compared to that of Alexander againll Poiut. 



C , 127 J 

out the mifearriagea of the campaign he coin- 
rtiandcLl, as in truth owing to the cowardice and 
trcacliciy of the two Nabobs, when, at three 
ci'tical junfliires, a dedfive ftroke might have 
been given , bur yon fee it w.'s necefl'.iry to 
deprcLute and lelTun one chamder, as intio- 
dudory to die txidiauon ot another Let us 
fee how it will anfwer the puipofe Major 
Canuck received the command of the troops 
from Colonel Caillaud, and with great penetra- 
tion, “ f.iw It was impoflible for the countiy 
“ to fupport itielf, unlefs a tlecifive ftroke Was 
“ foon Jtrui'k. He puflied on the Englifli army 
“ towards the Prince, came up with him, 
“ brought him to an adion, and — obtained a 
“ complcat vidory.” — We have marched our- 
iclves oiTt of breath, and will paufe a little to let 
you enjoy the viftory Though your enjoy- 

ment will be flaort •, for know, that when the 
Shah retreated irom Burdomaan by the way of 
Beerboon and the hills, he pafled (ome d-'ys vrith 
the R.ijah of the former, and theie conceited 
the operations of tlie next campaign, as follows : 
The Prince vras to march to Bahar, and ftttle 
himfclf if poflible there, to draw the gieateft 
part of the Englifh forces that way; eailv in 
tlie next feafon the Morattors weie to enter 
the province of Bengal, and the Rajah of Burd- 
wan and Beeiboon were to rife at the fame time, 
and join the Morattors ; the Prince was to take 
the field fomething earlier, to amufe the Pnglifh, 
to avoid coming to any pitched adion with 
them, and watch Ins opportunity of flipping 
by them, as he did the year btlbrc, and by 
forced marches (having only horl'e) join his 
friends in the Burdomaan ; the rendezvous bang 
fixed at Burdwan the capital’ — but unfortunately 
tor the unhappy Prince, the two Rajahs pre- 
mature 
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mature motions fruftrated this well laid plan 
for intelligence arriving at the city of this 
defection, the Subah Mhir Cofllm, in conjunc- 
tion with Major Yorke and the troops under 
his command, immediately took the field, 
marched to Boodgaam the frontier of Beer- 
boon, drove a body of the Rajah’s troops 
from thence, and took the place. Here the 
Subah ftayed, and detached Major Yorke to 
reduce Beerboon, which was foon accomplilhed, 
and Nagur the capital taken — tlie Burdomaan 
country reduced alfo to obedience, and the 
Morattors drove to the fouthward.— Whilft theft: 
ftrokes were given, almoft as foon as thought 
of, the Prince was amufing our army in Bahar •, 
and juft as he was meditating his fudden march 
to the fouthward, a fpy who had made inci edible 
fpecd (from Major Yorke’s camp at Nagur,) 
reached the Prince, and gave him a particular 
detail of the difafters attending his friends m 
that quarter ; he immediately retreated from the 
neighbourhood of our troops, and advanced 
towards the Sone. Before his retreat he flood a 
few minutes cannonading, and this was the only 
femblance of an adtion, that is to “ vie with 
the moft brilliant of antiquity, and com- 
pared with that of Alexander againft Porus.” 
— So far was this from a batde, that it was not 
even a Ikirmifli j the armies were not within 
mulket foot of each Other, nor a mufleet fired 
on either fide, nor a fingle man killed or 
wounded, but about eight or nine poor Lnfears 
killed by the blowing up of a tumbril. The 
Prince, the night after his rctrcai^ called a 
council of war of his minifters and chief officers; 
and debating on the deplorable ftate of his 
affairs, came to a refolution to treat with the 
Englifo, which he accordingly did; induced 

to 
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to ic chiefly, fay the information he had received 
of Mhir Jaffier’s being depofed, to whom he 
had lb fixed a hatred, that he fwore by his 
Prophet, he would never quit the purfuit of 
him whilfl. he had ftrength to draw a fword j 
and in a Phirmaund he wrote upon the young 
Nabob’s death by lightning — he had this remark- 
able expreflion, — “ that the wickednefs of the 
“ father and fon was fo great, God would not 
tiufl. their puniftiment to any hand but his 
own.” Thus you have feen, that the de- 
feiSlion of the two Rajahs, &c. and the Prince 
thi owing himl'elf under our proteftibn, were due 
to other caufes than of this boafled viftory 
without a battle ■, caufes which thefe gentlemen 
did not or would not know, os they did not 
make for ihelr purpofe. It is allb pompoufly 
fet forth — “ I'll at the Major determined to 
“ bring the Prince to an action as foon as 
“ poflinlc.” II thcMC 15 any merit in this de- 
termination, It was due to the board of Calcutta, 
who had fent ^et ciitpiciy aiders to Jight him at 
all events. 

20 . Whatever merit there is then in the prefent 
tranquillity, is to be aferibed to our luccefs agamlf 
the Prince, which, by putting an end to the war m 
the country, reduced it to a ftate of perfect obe- 
dience. And as all the old Nabob’s difficulties 
proceeded from his dominions being the feat of 
war, and the default of his revenues on that ac- 
count, there is not the leaft doubt, had our arms 
met with the fame fuccefs during his government, 
but that he would have extricated himfelf with, 
equal eafe. 

Answer, 

20 , That there is no truth in the whole of this 
paragraph, is proved in the laft remark. 

K 21. After 
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41. After what has been ict forth, we bcliev 
few will imagine that Mhir Jafficr was depofed b 
reafon cither of a want of ability to lule, or of hi 
bad principles. We would willingly indeed fup 
pofc, that it proceeded rather from the want of 
tuie knowledge of the country policy, and frot 
an error of judgment, than from lucrative view 
had not Mr. Vanfittart, and others of the pre 
jedbors, maoc no fecret that there was a prefer 
promifed them by Coflim Aly Chan of tvvent 
lack ; ’tis tiuc, they make a meric that this wa 
not to be delivered till the Company’s debt Wf 
paid, and his army fatisfied, Wc have to obferv 
on this occalion, that leveral of us have had ofifei 
from the Nabob of very confiderable fums to joi 
in his meafures, which wc have conftantly mad 
public, as well as refufed ; and if we, who hav 
always oppofed thofe meafures, have been tin 
tried with pecuniary temptations, what may b 
concluded of thofe Gentlemen who have fupportc 
the Nabob on every occafion ? 

Refutation, 

ii. The malicious infinuations of this par.- 
graph, are unworthy Gentlemen . — We allow tin 
offer (not piomife) was made, and unanimoufl 
rejedted by Mr. Vanfittart, and the Committee 
— Mr. Holwell was charged with the deliver 
of this lefufal, in thefe terms — I'hat we wer 
“ labouring for the peace and fafety of th 
“ countiy only; and could not, in honour 
'■ receive the offer; but that when the countr 
“ was fettled, the Company’s debt paid off 
“ and the arrears paid to his troops, if he thei 
clinught there was auglit due from him, h 
“ was .rt liberty to gratify his friends in wha 
“ mariner he pleafed.” — This is a fadt, whirl 
we were not afhamed (hould have a place on thi 

ComAiicte* 
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Commitrttf proceedings — As to the offers made, 
and rcfulal of thefe Gentlemen, we have their 
jr/i/e ibxit only , and we may chul'e whether we 
will behove It. 

22. If the Nabob has purchafed the power he 
is invefled with, it is to be cxpstled he will of 
courte make the moft of it, b> extorting money 
trom his fubjedls, and opprefling every province 
as much as he can ; and as the fate of Jafficr Aly 
Chan muff have convinced him how little we 
regard the moft facred engagements, he will of 
necelTity endeavour to ebabhih himfelf on a foun- 
dation lels precarious than the fuendlhip of the 
linghfh. That he already begins to do lo, is evi- 
dent from his ftill increafing the number of his 
troops (notwithftand^g the prefent tranquillitjr) 
and to render them the more formidable, he is 
arming and difciplining as many Seapoys as he can 
procure, in the European manner . and to feciire 
lumlclf as much as poflible from us, efteeming his 
capital MoifliedabiUl (the feene of his predeccflbi’s 
tall) too near our fettlcments, he is about eicfting 
a large foit at Rajalimaul, which he propofes to 
make liis place of rcfidence, where he hopes to be 
out of our reach- 

Refutation. 

22. This paiagraph firft begs the qucftlon, 
and proiecds to draw conclufions' not war- 
ranted by it. — Is it to be wondered at, that he 
fliould think of fcciirmg himfelf, when he faw a 
formed oppofition m our Committee and Coun- 
cil, from the beginning of Ins government, 
which hourly fliewed a dilpofition to affront and 
iniult him, contiaiy to the icpeated remon- 
ftianccs of Mr. Vanfittart, for oblerving more 
temperate and pacific meafures ? — Is it not a 
K 2 kuovtii 
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known ttuth, that at the tables oF the leaden io 
this oppofiiion, the very boys in your icrvice 
were taught to hviZ2a, “ Jaffier x\ly Khan for 
** ever i” and did not Amyatt publicly declare, 
“ that the moment the bicach was out of Mr. 
“ Vanfittart’s body (who then lay danger oufly 
“ ill) he would proclaim Mhir Jaifier?”— — 
Could thefe things be notorious, — and Mhir 
Coflim not be alarmed for his fifety ? 

23. When any Member of the Board fuj’igefls, 
that the Nabob’s behaviour argues a rulpiciun of 
las, for that if lie really confided in, and finceiely 
regarded us, he would not put himfelf to the un- 
neceffary expence of keeping fo large an army ini 
pay, nor treat fo ill thole who are avowedly our 
friends ; it is replied, “ That the Nabob is mailer 
“ of his country 1 and being indejicndent of us, is 
** at liberty to rule and aft as he pleales.” But 
liarely Coflim. Aly Chan cannot be more fo than 
his predeceflbr was : and' if it be true cliat the Na.- 
bob of Bengal is independent of the Englilh, and 
mailer of Ins own aftions, how can the Gentlemen 
jullify their proceedings agamfl. Mhir JafTier, whom 
they called to fo fevere an account for the admini- 
ftration of his own government, as to depofc him, 
though he had not been guilty of any oflcncc to 
our nation, nor ever deviated from his tieaty ? 

Answer. 

23. Not worthy notice. Sec it coivAin'd in • 
hundred places ol the laid Addicj's. 

24. Inftcad of checking the ovci growing power 
of the prclent Nabob, it is daily promoted ; and 
he has even the abibliite command of our army at 
Patna, the Chief there having direftions to let lun> 
have what number of our troops he pleafes to de- 
mand, without being allowed to judge of tlw nature 
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■of the fervice for which they ftre demanded. This 
you will obferve, Honourable Sirs, in the inftruc- 
tions given to Mr. F.lhs, dated the aad September 
laft, and tn the conlultation of the lame day, where 
fomc of our opinions on that proceduie are entered. 
We cannot help cxprening how much we fear that 
an ill ufe will be made by him of this power over 
■our forces, and that they will fooner or later be 
employed for ftich purpofe.s as will render us more 
•odious to the whole country, bring greater difere- 
dir upon our aims, and refledt farther diflionour 
upon our nation. 

Amswe r, 

24. If i!he aflertions are true tliat are let forth 
in this paragraph, we will not attempt to juflify 
what the Gentlemen here complain of; but if 
Mr. Vanfiltart had fern this accufation, we muft 
fuppofe he had it in his power to give fufficient 
realons for the mcafuic. 

25. Notwithftanding this Bcalous attachment to 
Coflim Aly Chan, there can be no rcafon to hope 
he will a& the part of a faithful ally towards us. 
What dependance can be bad on a perfon who fo 
readily entered into the fcheme of depofing not only 
his lawful matter, but his patron, under whole 
immediate care he was brought up ? who fhewed 
fo much difloyalty to his natural Sovereign *, the 
King of Indoftan, as to evade even acknowledging 
K $ him. 


“ Formerly the Shaw Zadda, who was defeated by Major 
Carnac -f, in that famous battle near Patna, as related above, 
and who, on the death of hii father, became King o£ Indo- 
fltin, and confequently Soveceign of Eengal, which is one of 
(he provinces of his empire. 

4 The Shaw Zadda never was defeated by Majoi C.tmar, 
nor was there any famous battle bc(\vr'‘a them, or aii\ 
battle at all, related a’ri.-. 
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him, till he was in a mannci obliged to it by our 
repeated defires ? and wlio betrays a continual 
dift'uil of thole who have appeared any way at* 
cached CO us ? 

Refutation. 

25, The infinuation, inference and charge 
againft Mhir Colfim, in this paragraph, are 
equally extraoi dinary. Surely they here forget 
the man whole caule they have all along been 
defending, or they would never have laid them- 
felves open in fo palpable a blot, Tray, Gen- 
tlemen, did not Mhir Jaffier betray his mailer 
in the treaty of 1757, and at the battle of Plallcy j 
not only his lawful mader, but the giandfon of 
his pation, who had raifetl him from obfeuriry 
to the firfl polls in the SubaHiip ? Dili he not 
alfo draw his I'woid againfi: his Sovcicign, and 
infaniQully projedt the alTafiinating him ? 

26. The Nabob’s undutifiil behaviour to the 
King, proceeded in great meafiiie from liis jealouly 
of the 1 egard we profelTed for him, and his fears 
that we llioiild 1 educe his authoriiy, by fubjefting 
the Suballiip to its primitive dependenry on the 
Mogul, and obliging him to pay the loyal ic- 
vcnucs. He therefore let cvciy engine to woik to 
create a rupture between us; he cnclcavouitd to 
make the King uncafy, and to infill notions into 
him of his being in dangoi from us, in older fo get 
him out of thecoentiy. He excited a mutiny in 
the King’s camp, which, had it not been for the 
timely alTiftance lent by Major Cainac, might have 
proved fatal to his Majefty. He lepeatedly urged 
Mr. Vanfittart to difmifs him ; and forged letters 
to himfelf and the PieCdent, as from the King, 
complaining of being forcibly detained by the Ma- 
jor, and exprefling his anxiety by not being allowxd 
•'to leave the country. That thefe letters were 

forged. 
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foiged, his Majefty hath folemnly declared, by an 
actelUtion under his own hand j and teftified Jus 
abhonence of fo infamous a proceeding. Tlie 
Nabob, however, at laft, fo far prevailed, by cor- 
ruption and intriguing with fome of the courtiers, 
as to biing about wlut he had fo much at heart, 
the King’s being lent away without i eceiving any 
aflillance from us, or being paid any part of the 
revenues of this Subafliip. This rebellious beha- 
viour of the Nabob jiiftly incenfed the King, who 
declaied that he would not fufler him to continue 
in (us Subafliip, whenever he had power fufficieni 
to prevent it. 

RErUTATtON. 

26. That the Nabob fliould be anxious to get 
the King out of the provinces as foon as poffiblc, 
we can account for, and jultly vindicate, from 
caules very obvious. But how this laboured 
paiagraph will agiee with the violent behaviour 
oi Major Carnac, upon lus imagining theie was 
too p'eat and fufptciaus an intmaty letivecn the 
King and the Nabobs you Ihall judge from the 
following recital, "When the King was on his 
vifit of leave at the Subah’s tent, where a grand 
entertainment was made for him, lame little time 
before bis departure, he withdiew with the Suba 
into the inner tent, where they held a private 
conference, and, as aftei wards appeared, wrote 
interchangeably in each other’s Koran, which, 
by the bye, is the ftrongeft and moft folcmn en- 
gagement of amity and fricndlhip in the world 
amongft MulTclmcn. The Major, on their com- 
ing out, exprefled in molt loud and vehement 
terms his diffatisfaftion at tins private con- 
Icience, and ordered the interpreter to tell the 
King his high difpleafure •, infomuch that the 
Suba thought it nccelfary to check his palfion, 
K 4 and 
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and defired him to recoUedt he was Ipcaking to 
the King ; To which he replied, that wiiln hh 

WAS OFFENDED, KiNCS AND NaBOBS WERE TO 
HIM THE SAMB> 

a 7. His Majefty, before his departure, gave the 
moft unqueftionablc proof of his hatred to Coflim 
Aly Chan, and of his efteem for the Englifli, by 
the voluntary offer he made them of the Dewanny 
of Bengal. This poft is the collcdtion of the 
revenues of all the provinces fubjedt to the Nabob, 
which are to be accounted for with the court of 
Dclhy. It differs from the Subadaree ; the latter 
being the command of the troops, and the charge 
of the junfdidlion in the piovinces, the expenc.es 
whereof are paid out of the revenues by tjie Dewan. 
It was formerly .1 fepaiate office, but the Nabobs 
of Bengal, taking advantage of the late commo- 
tions in the empire, have burned it to themfclves, 
FrotnF the nature of the office, it is evident that 
the King, difl.rufi.ing the Nabob, intended that we 
fliould be a check upon him, and be anfwcrablc 
for the revenues, no account of which he could get 
from Coffim Aly Chan, who detained them for his 
own ufe. This appointment would have brought 
the Company about fifteen lacks yearly, exclufive 
A)f the lands of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chitta- 
gong, which Ins Majefty alfo offeied to confiim to 
them , and to eftablilh their intereft and influence, 
not only in thefc provinces, but as far as the city 
of Delhy itfelf, to which place our commerce 
might then, with the urmoft fafety, have been ex- 
tended. 


Answer. 

27. Touching the firft part of this paragraph, 
we refer to our laft remark. With regard to the 
offpr of the Dewance, the objeftions agaioft re- 
ceiving 
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ceiving it were ftrong and unanfwerable, unlefi 
we could have been in veiled with the Subadaary 
likewife. 

28. It IS hard to conceive why Ip honourable 
and advantageous an offer Ihould be rejefted ; it is 
allcdged it would be the fource of continual dif- 
putes between us and the Nabob, and occalion too 
great a diminution of his power •, but furely this 
conlideration, admitting it to be true, ought not to 
ftand in competition with the honour and interefts 
of the Company, which would be greatly pro- 
moted by luch an appointment ; what rcnders'this 
refufal the more extraordinary is, that it is well 
known application was made to the King, loon 
after Mr. Vanfittart’s arrival, in JalKer Aly Chan’s 
time, for the funads or grants of the province of 
Bengal, which were aflually drawn out to be fent 
to us *, but the revolution, in favour of Cofficn 
Aly Chan, taking place in the interim, an entire 
flop was put to the negociation. 

Answer. 

28. The firft part of this paragraph is fpoken 
to above. Concerning the laft part, we can 
only fay, no grant of that kind was folicited 
fpr, whilft Mr. Holwell had a feat at the Board 
of Calcutta, though It certainly would have been 
pulhed for, and doubtlefs obtained, if his rc- 
monftiances on that head had been hearkened to» 

29. The Nabob was fo inveterate againft all 
thofe natives who were known to be m our interelt, 
that he ufed his utmoft endeavours to prevail on 
Colonel Coote and Major Carnac, to confent to 
his proceeding to the moft tinjuflafiable feverities 
againll them, particularly againft Rajah Ramna- 
rainj having offered tlie Colonel five lack of rupees,^ 
provided he would concur in the deftiu£lion of 
2 that 
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that unhappy man, who 1 ms fincc been given up 
to him by the Board. The Coloncl’ii rdulal of 
this money, we arc well convinced, w.is the motive 
of his (the Nabob’s) unjufl iuipicion and lefent- 
ment againft him, which appears not only by the 
Colonel’s letters on the face of the proceedings ot 
tlie Board, but alio by Coflim Aly Chan's oftii 
declaration to him, that he could not be his friend 
unlefs he received his piefciu. 

Rcfutat loir. 

ag. Not one fingle or paiticular inilance of 
thefe inveteracies a|;ainfl: the natives in <jur 
intereft, but that ot Ram Naruin, already ex- 
ploded. 

JO. The fame fpirit of refentment, which aftuated 
the Nabob againft Colonel Coote, was equally 
ftrong againft Major Carnac, whom he alfo en- 
deavoured to buy over to ferve his ends, but in 
vain. The Nabob faw, with a jealous eye, the 
many diftinguiihing maiks of favour the Kmgeon- 
fericd on him, and would fain have made a breach 
between them, which not being able to effciSt, he 
wrote fcveral letters of complaint againft him to 
the Prefident, who iiom prejudice was too much 
inclined to believe them, and fought nlloppoituni- 
ties of blaming his conduft at the Board, and of 
putting the worft conftriidlion upon all his endea- 
vours for the public Icrvice, of which many in- 
ftances could be pioduced. 

Answer,. 

JO. Thefe large offers and copfaentim refunds 
fpcak an exalted integrity : they are polTibly 
true too, at leaf! for ought wc know : but wc 
think it would have been better if fo much had 
not been faid about it •, for though we may have 

implicit 
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implicit fiich in thcfe affeitions, the wicked 

world may not. 

31. A flagrant injuftice was clone Major Carnac 
in calling him away fiom Patna, when the detacli- 
mcnt ftill Iclt theie, was large enough to render 
the command adcqu.itc to his rank, and where he 
might have been of fcivice : whcicas his prefence 
was unneceiraiy at Calcutta, as the Colonel was 
going down. 

J2. A veiy fignal infult ofTereJ by Coflim Aly 
Chan to the Enghfh nation, was the intercepting, 
by his order, a letter which Major Carnac, when 
commanding the army, had wrote to the King, which 
the Nabob opened andfent to the Prefident. This 
letter, witli others from the Nabob, was minuted 
in confukation of the 5th of Augufl, and it was 
infinuated 10 contain proof of a plot, conceited 
between the Colonel, Major, Ramnarain and 
Shitabray, to create a freih revolution Much 
pains svcie taken to find out myfterious meanings 
in the letter, and hints were thiown out to prepof- 
fefs die Board, that fuch a combination was aftually 
on foot j however, after the clofcft ferutiny into 
the letter, and the ftiifteft exatnitiation of Shita- 
bray, who was called down from Patna for that 
purpofe, the Board gave it nnanimoufly as iheir 
opinion, that there were not the Icaft grounds to 
fuppofe any fuch combination, the ridicule whereof 
was fo ronfpicuous, that we do not imagine even 
thofe who fo feriouQy promoted the enquuy could 
ever have believed it. 

33. The material part of this letter related to 
an application, which the Major (by CoL Coote’s 
direftions) made to the King, to be put in pof- 
feflion of fome fort in Shuja Dowlali’s country 
upon the Ganges ; which, had our troops attended 
Ills Majefiy, as we mufl. have marched through 
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Shuja DowU’s territories, would have bceir ab(o- 
iiitely necefiary for a place of arms, and to keep 
up our communication. I’he ftopping fuel: a letter, 
or indeed any one from a perfon in lb public a 
charaiHier as the Major then was, might be of the 
moft fatal confequence, was alfo a public affiont, 
and one that never was before ofiered by any 
Nabob; yet no facisfaftion has ever been obtained 
from him, altliough wrote too publicly on that 
head. 

Answer. 

31, 32, and 33, To thefe paragiaphs Mr. 
Vanfittart rnufl. anfwer, tshen he has it in his 

power. Until then, we hope the world will 

fufpend their judgment ; but if they cannot ftay 
fo long, they may form a verdift on the veracity 
of thefe, and various other parts of this per- 
formance, we believe pretty juftly, from the 
manner in which %t has been tranfmitted hither. 

34. You will now, Hon"”' Sirs, be able to com- 
pare the prefent with the preceding government. 
So momentous a ftep as fubverting me former one, 
we conceive, ought not to have been undertaken 
till after the molt mature deliberation, and from a 
thorough knowledge of the country, its connedtions 
and interefts. But this was far from being the 
cafe. Mr. Vanlittort had only been three months 
in Bengal, and in lb Ihort a Ipace of time can 
hardly be fuppofed to have acquired fo perfedt a 
knowledge of matters as to be able to determine, 
that it Was ablblutely necelTary to annul a treaty 
which had been ratified, in the moft Iblemn manner, 
by Admiral Watfon and Colonel Clive, together 
with a regularly-authoiized Seledt Committed 
guarantied by the credit of the Company, and the 
honour of the nation. 
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Refutation. 

34. The credit of the Company, and honour 
of the nation, would have been funk, the one 
to ruin, and the other to proftitution, if pro- 
tection had been longer granted to that monfter 
of iniquity, Mhir Jaffier. See the Addrefs. 

35, The gentlemen, who were the piomoteis of 
this revolution, have coincided remarkably m each 
others opinion during the lall year’s confultacions : 
in leturn, the _Prefident has not failed to fhew 
them partiality, of which we will give you a re- 
markable inftance : notivithftanding, in your letter 
10 this prefidcncy, dated 21 Jan. 1761, you were 
pleafed, in the moft pofitive terms, to order die 
difmilEon of Meflleurs Sumner, Playdell and Mac 
Guire; yet, on the loth of Auguft, when, in 
confequence of Mr. M.ic Guire’s diJiniflion, Mr. 
Ellis was appointed chief at Patna, Mr. Vanfitiart 
piopofed in Council, that Mr. Mac Guiie fliould 
remain in the chief-ftiip till Mr. Kllis’s arrival, 
which could not be effected in lefs than two months. 
The queltion was abfolutely put to the Board, but 
carried in the negative ; the other gentlemen not 
chufing to be guilty of fo glaring a deviation from 
their matters orders • and at Mr. "N^anfittart’s 
defire, this propofal of his own was not entered on 
the face of that confiiltation. Here it will be necef- 
fary alfo to obferve, that Mr. Holwcll, after the 
Hon"'' Company had Ihewn him fo plain a mark 
of their di^leafure, as to remove him from die 
Chair to feventh in Council, at firfl: wavered, 
whether to continue in the fervice or not, till (as 
he declared) he had a private conference with Mr. 
Vanlittart j after which he remained in both Council 
and SckCt Committee till the very day on which Mr. 
Vanlittart took leave of the Board to proceed toMor- 

Ihedabad, 
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(lieclabad, in order to execute the plm which had 
been Ibi tried 9 and then Mr. llolwell tefigned. 

Answer. 

jt;. Why it was neccjfary to biingMr, Holwcll 
in upon this occaCion may not be quite clear . 
We will therefore elucidate this paflUge — It was 
not enough that Mr. Holwell was included m 
the many dirty infiniiations thrown out in dif- 
ferent parts of this elal'rorate woik, againft the 
frojeStors of this revolution., tVc. but it was 
thought mcejfary that he (hould be p.iiLii ulaily 
pointed at, with Tome invidious nuik of their 
malice i though they h.id not art enough among 
them to make it at all poignant. — Mr. llolwell 
thanks them for affording him this /r/ flivourablc 
occafion of acknowledging all they lay (of hmij 
in this paragMph ts vioft JtnEfly true. 

Mr. Holwell confcffjs, that, ftimulated by 
refentment at the ingratitude of his employers, 
he lefolved to quit the fei vice immediately, on 
Mr. Vanfittart’s arrival— but preff'ed by him and 
the committee to alter his refolvcs for ibme time 
at leaft — he wavered — and loon after ieeing an 
appearance of loiiie fakuaiy turn to the Com- 
pany’s alFaiis, he determined ro remain, and give 
his helping hand ro it, — This was accompli/lied— . 
and then Mr. Holwell refign’d. 

36. The Armenian minillers of the revolution, 
Co'iah Petruce and Kojah Giegory, aie in the 
highell dcgice of favour with the Nabob and his 
adherents j the fotmer icfides in Calcutta, retained" 
by Coflim Aly Chan, a known fpy upon every 
tirinfadion of the Fnglilh, of which he nevtY 
fails to give his rnaffer the moft regular intelligence, 
as' was loo apparent to both Colonel Cootc and 
Major C'airuit, when they were at Patna. The 
> latter 
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latter of theft; Armenians has pofts of the greateft 
truft near the Nabob’s perlbn ; and through the 
means of thele’men, the ArnuMuans tn general are 
letting up an mdependant footing in the country, 
are carrying on a trade gUMtl\ detiimental to our 
invellmi'nts in all pa’ ts, and Lomniit daily a£ls of 
violence, wluch rcllcct no mi, ill ocluim on the 
}'n>i;lilh, vho aie luppoft’d to Lucourage their pro- 
ceedings. 

Remar K. 

36. This paragraph requires no anfwer from us. 

37. It is this fyllcm of adminiflration which we 
have conftantly oppofed, as thinking your affairs 
could not poffibly profper under it. And you 
will now be able to account for many diffeiences 
at the Board, which will appear tl^rough the courfc 
otour conlultations, and which will doubclds fur- 
pi ile you till the ical caufe is known. As we have 
hitherto denied our aflents to meafuies, bec.tufe we 
deemed thorn contiaiy to your interefts, though the 
adopting them would have turned out greatly to 
oui private emoluments •, fo you may left affured 
It lhall ever continue an invariable maxim with us, 
to make your honour and advantage the foie ob- 
jeft of our attention. 

Remark. 

37. Nor this, 

38. You have been acquainted, Honourable 
Sirs, that the King has applied for your affiftance, 
to fettle him on the throne, and to recover fuch 
parts of his territoiies as are ftill in the hands of • 
rebels. It is our opinion, that we have troops 
enough to form an army for the enterprize ; and 
as we have no European enemy to fear, the forces 
requiCte fot this fervice can without danger be 

3 fpared. 
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fpared. The Nabob’s IJigc army, wliicli is now 
a burden upon the piovinces, and only kept up 
to fctecn him from the King’s powei, and thiough 
his jealoufy of us-, would aflbrd a conlidcrablc 
addition, and at the lame time cafe the country of 
an immenfe expence. Shujah Dowlat, one ol the 
mofl: powerful men of the empire, would join witli 
his forces ; befides many ocher confideiable poweis, 
friends to the King, from dilFeient parts, would 
flock to the royal ftandard, Ihould we ever take 
the field-, and our army molt probably (as the 
King himfelf has frequently declared) would march 
to the gates of Delhy without oppofition. Wo 
moft humbly fubmic to you, whether fo glonous 
an opportunity of aggrandizing the Company in 
Indollan Ihould not be embraced , and leave it to 
yourfelves to judge of the reputation and advan- 
tages which would refult to them, if through the 
means of the Bntilh arms, his Majcfly Ihould be 
ellabliihed on his throne. For want of our aid, 
he is now actually at a ftand, and unable to pro- 
fecute his journey to his capital. 

But Ihould you be unwilling to extend your con- 
neftions further up the country, and inftead of ac- 
cepting the Dewanny of Bengal, choofe to confine 
your views to your new acquifitions, and to the 
trade of Bengal alone, we beg leave to ofler it as 
Dur opinion, that we ought to maintain an inteidl 
n the country, independent of the Nabob, by 
upporting in power fuch men as have proved 
hemfelves our friends ; This will ferve us a 
lalancc againfi him, Ihould he eiitcrLain evil 
lefigns againlt us. 

Answer. 

38. This has been already ipoken to, in a 
detached Piece, by another hand, imitled, A 
Supplement, &c. 


We 
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39' We have now given you a fair relation of 
things, and, confcious of the goodncfs of our 
intentions, we cannot but flatter ourfelves, we fhall 
meet with your approbation in the part we have 
taken. We fhall therefore conclude with the 
affuiance, that our endeavours fliall never be 
wanting to piomote the honour and mterefts of 
our employe!'!, their fuccels being the objeft of 
oui molt fervent wifhes. 

We are, with the greateft relpcct, 

Honoiued J?irs, 

Your moft i'aitliful 

And dutiful Servants, 

Tort William, 

util March, 17&2. (Signed) 

Eyre Coote. 

P. Amyatt. 

John Carnac. 

W Ellis. 

S. Batson. 

H. V E It E L s T. 

Answer. 

cjg. We will clofc our remarks with one Re- 
fleftion only. — If the matters and things heie 
fet forth were fafts, and effential for the know- 
ledge of their employers, why were they fo long 
concealed fiom them ■* And why has the whole 
of it fo much the appearance of pretences framed 
a priori., to extenuate a conduct and oppoficion, 
they have (at leaft five of them) fublequently 
carried into aftion ? and for luhtih their friends, 
at this critical jmSlure, thought an apology alfo- 
lutely nccrjfaiy ? 

J, Z. H 0 L W E L L. 


L 
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T O 

The PROPRIETORS 

> ■ O F 

EAST-INDIA STOCK, 

AND 

The P U B L I a 

T he anonymous Pamphlet, publiflied Tuefi 
day the 6th of March 1764, under the title 
of “ RefleSJions on the prefent State of our Eaft- 
“ India Affairs,” being plainly calculated to anfwer 
the purpofe of a day only, it fliould feem hardly 
woithy your notice : nor indeed fhould we have 
thought K worth ours, did it not afford us a 
favouiable opportunity of laying open fome material 
fii6ls, which we think claim your attention, and 
will defen'e your thanks. 

The title-page of this Pamphlet fays it is wrote 
« By a Gentleman long refident in India but 
furcly no Gentleman could fall fo much below that 
charafter, as this anonymou; author does, in low 
perfonal abufe and fcurrility ; though the obvious 
venom of the heart that diftatesthiough the whole, 
will defend againft its influence and intended im* 
picfiions. — We rather think, from the mixed flyle, 
that this production is the joint efforts of two /mail 
gentufes', the o»f, peit, coxcomical, affefting wit 
and metaphor ; the other^ of meagre, duiky 
afpeCt, Jlolktngio^x}^ with pompous difLion > found- 
ing epithets ! long-winded, metaphorical bombaft! 
and tedious declamations I ——•Prom the hhous 
t, 3 com- 


[ ] 

complexion of this Shakefpear’s CafTius, wTiut 
can flow, but envy, rancour, and litterejl reficc~ 
tions ? Whether thefe things clubbed their gemufcji, 
or transfufed each to other his fpiiit for this 
paltry taflc, is not very material ; — none but 
thiy, or fuch-like^ could Itirely be capable of fiuh 
a performance. 

Whatever may have been the Author’s intention 
by the exordium, laboured progrefs, and conclufion 
of this anonymous Pamphlet, the whole of cliis 
nnconnefted piece feems huddled togcthei, more 
particularly to introduce the perlbnal attack in the 
centre •, againft this attack we fliall cliiefly raife 
our batteries," — previoufly demolifliing feme of 
their fcattered ouc-woiks, (unfupported by each 
other) as they fall in our way, and intercept our 
march. 

The falfe and fcandalous, Kghts which Anony- 
mous throws on the motives that induced Cok 
Clive’s fuccefibr to form fume change m the poli- 
tical ftate at Bengal, are lb fully confuted in that 
Gentleman’s Addrefs to } on, that nothing more is 
wanted heie, to enforce convidlion to honeft im- 
partiality. The partial and malicious are not to 
be convinced by fads or argument ; indeed it 
makes not for tliLir prefent purpofe to own it, tho’ 
they are : To thefe we do not write. Thefe are 
hardy enough to charge this Gentleman (page 37) 
with forming a fcheme to depofe Mini JaiKf r, in 
favoiii of Mhir CoJiim, “ almoft as loon as lie 
“ came to power though he has proved,, beyond 
concradidion, chat he fiipporced Mhir J.ililer with 
fpiiit and perfeverance, as long .as theie was a re- 
maining poflibihty of doing it, almofl: to the ruin 
of youi affiiiis; fo tenacious was he of the treaty 
fubiilling between the Enghlb and Mhir Jafiier, 
even cboiigh he had violated every article of it, in 
etfed, by the Angle ftep of bringing the Dutch 
2 troops 
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t'oops into Ills dominions. This Gentleman Jus 
allb undeniably proved,, that his views for the 
Comp iny's bcnclic extended much higher than the 
l')llcinof Nabob thanging” which, he faw, could 
produce no Iblid and lading advantage, either 
to the Company or the Provinces. And he has 
iikevvifi demonftrated, that he had neither any hand 
in, nor intention, oi wilh, to dcpole Mhir Jaffier 
ill f.ivour of Mhir Coflim ; but on the contrary, 
took evciy precaution, which his thtn fcanty power 
gave him, for the fccunty of the dignity, perfon, 
rind property of the former, however little he 
dclervcd it. 

The partizans of Mhir Jaffier have veiy ftudi- 
ouQy evaded owning the charge againft him, of 
bringing in the Dutch forces, forefeeing that would 
filcncc evciy attempt urged m juftification of him; 
but here truth and confcience for once fteps in 
between tlh'm and their machinations, and makes 
them uiu^auly give up the point, in the following 
words, p.igc 30, “ He was not unacquainted with 
“ the dUigns of the Dutch, and would not have 
“ been fuwy to have feen an European force intro- 
“ duced into his dominions, to prove a check on 
“ the power of ihofe, likely to become his mafters 
“ indcad of his allies. However, his deep refpeft 
“ and awe of Colonel Clive, prevented his adting 

openly upon this occafion,” Here, let it he 
alfo remaikcd, that thefe partizans, in page 19, 
fet forth, that “ This Nabob was fupprtei with 
“ honour by his maker, fo long as he continued m 
“ India,” The baltb of PlalTey gave this man 
the Subafliip in June, i 757 - InOcStober, 175S, 
or tlieieabouts, he mud have planned his iniqui- 
tous I'cheme with the Dutch-, as about this time a 
fniall veffel was difpatched exprefs to Batavia, and 
our armament for the .‘'outhward was on its depaif- 
tuie. That the Dutch would have meditared a 
L 4 fthemc 
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fclieme of this kind, wicliout the encouragement 
and patticipsuion of the Suba, no one in his lenll's 
can believe. Hete vte fee this man hardly eltabhfhcd 
in his government, planning to deftroy and coun- 
termine ihat power which railed him ; and this 
without any lhadow of complaint againft us, for 
he had been fupported with honour. His being only 
acquainted with the defigns of the Dutch, without 
communicating thofe defigns to us, his allies, was 
virtually a breach and violation of that whole 
treaty he had fo folemnly entered into. That he 
did not a£t openly on this occafion, was owing only 
to his fears, and the deepejl tre.ichery both to the 
Dutch and us. If the Dutch had proved futccfiiful 
in the river, and on the plains of Bederra, we 
fhould foon have felt the effcfls of his open conduft, 
and not an individual of the colony had elcapcd 
Qaughter. Let it be remembeied too, that by 
Colonel Clive’s orders, Coja Wazzeed (a man of 
family, charafter, and rank) was taken prifoner, 
on his paffage from Moorlhadabad to Chinfura, 
brought under a lliong guard to Fort William, 
impnfoned there, and died under his confinement. 
So excraoi dinary a ftep would want juftification, 
had not the Colonel received the fullcll proof anil 
conviiftion, that this man ('though a pietcndcd 
friend to the Englifb) was the negotiator with the 
Suba, on the part of the Dutch, in the treaty for 
biinguig in their forces. In fliort, let the wliole of 
this tranfadlion be viewed in any light whatever, it 
wuuld, if thefe partizans had a grain of modefty 
.in:l candour among them, utterly filence every 
pica tlicy have urged in his defence, and pre- 
tended roinmileration for his misfortunes, thrown 
out at this period only to anfwer a poor unworthy 
|mrpofe. 

Page 3 1 of this Pamphlet exhibits the following: 
“ 'Phe liiperiority of tins cxtiaordinary genius, 

(Col. 
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“ (Col. Clive) predominated lb far over that of the 
“ Nabob, that when he quitted India, he left dils 
“ Piince in llich a ftate ot dependance, and the 
“ aftaiis of the Englilh m fuch an exalted and 
“ powerful fitiiaiion, that even the Kites and 
Chds that followed, had it in their power to 
“ gorge themlelves wah that piey (M. J.) which 
“ being beat (low n, was at the mercy of, though 
«* Ipaicd by, this generous Eagle.” — Oh 1 me- 
taphor' how art thou tortuicd ' how art thou 
prollitutcd I Let us examine a little what merty 
this poor p'ey found, and how fpmed, by this 
geucreus Eagle ? It is confefled, page 15, “ that 
“ Mhir J.iffier diftiibuted among his new allies 
all the treafures of lus predeceEor, and mort- 
“ gaged two of his ruhefi provinces to them, for 
“ the payment of a farther fum,” befides “ large 
“ trails of land to the Company the rents of 
winch wcie Inft paid by the Company to him, 
and lubfequently given to this generous Eagle. 
Such was the mercy he found, and thus was he 
/pared. 

It may be faid, this Eagle raifed the gamy and 
had a right to heal it down as low as he plealed. 
Suppofe it fo ; let us fee the confeqoences. 

Mhir Jaffier, thus ftripped, had better never 
been born, or at lead never raifed to this dignity \ 
for having no treafuies of his own, and but fmall 
prefent refources fiom the levenues of his country, 
the foundation was here laid of all his future nnf- 
fortune.s. His fup plies not being equal to the 
fupporc of his extrav.agancies, the pay of his 
troops, and other abfolutely-neceffary calls of his 
government, and he finding himfelf incapable of 
rclinquiflnng or retrenching bis licentious expcnces, 
his affairs fell into that Hare of ruin and confufion 
lb juftly painted by Mr. Holwell in his Addrefs, 
So that (to pnrfuc this notable metaphor) you fee, 

after 
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nfrei all, if the poor Kites and O'ojIs that followed 
tins ^eiicroiis hagle had been an hungred, ihcie 
was nothing left for them to but the t,iie 

hones of the piey. 

With legal d to the'exaltcd and powerful fiiuanoii 
of the Company’s affaiis, as pompouQy recited m 
tlie foregoing quotation, the leal faiSl Hands thus : 
When Col. Clive left Bengal, your Trcafuiy was 
at a very low ebb, and fiiither fupplies cut off, 
before he was well out of the river ; but of this 
you have been fufficiently inlornied in tin; Addrefs 
above 1 eferred to. And as to “Col. CliveN extia- 
“■ ordinary genius preiomimting fo far above that 
“ of the Nabob’s,” we think Mliir Jalliei’s in- 
trodueT;ion ol the Dutch Ibices aftbids no proof 
of It. . 

Leaving the other parts of this Pamphlet to the 
plain and natural conckifions and fentinients ol the 
Public, we proceed, purfuant to our Title-page, 
in our promifed juiiification, fiom mateiials left 
with us by this Gentleman on his lall depaituiclor 
India, and others tranfraitted by him alter his 
arrival there in the courle of which many impoi- 
Tant ciicumftances and fafls will occur, woitliy 
your conHder.ition, which will throw a new light 
on fome interclbng pciiods in your affairs, aiui .it 
the fame time manilclt and illuftiate the gieat anti 
eminent fcrviccs this Gentleman has rendered you; 
Icrviccs fo fluking, that, though they never ob- 
tained common jiiftice or gratitude, from your 
Court of Direiflors at home, yet gauKd him the 
public thanks of your Bengal PiLlideiicy on your 
behalf, even after hewasfuperceded in the govern- 
ment of your affairs. This Pamphlet is not the 
only inllance of party rage, whereby this Gentle- 
man ha.s been bafely traduced, and by Ibme even 
of tliofe in yourDireftion, who had let their hands 
to h'glicr encomiums on Mr. Holwell’s integrity 

and 
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and abilities, than had ever before been beftowed 
on any one in your feivice, and without any the 
lead fhadow of caufe to impeach his condutl, or 
alter thefe favouiable fentiments of him. Mr. 
Holwell himfelf dii'dains a leply to the feveral low 
attacks, made by malice and envy on his reputation : 
but on us, his Iriends, it is incumbent ; and we 
hope hereby to atone for our negledl of not doing 
it long ago, and own our obligation to this anony- 
mous water, tor giving us fo favourable an op- 
portunity. 

To clear up, and explain many paffages, touch- 
ing men and things, we think it necellaiy to intro- 
duce our defence, with an account of the difputes 
in Leadenhall-drcet, at the latter end of the yeai 
1757, and beginning of 1758 ; when tins Gentle- 
man unhappily (foi himfelf) became the objedt of 
contention between tv/o parties m your Court of 
Diiiftors, and fell a laciuice to the perfeverance ol 
his (and we may tiuly fay your)/r2iWr. Thi« it’ll 
detail was then diawn uj) by one, minutely ac- 
quainted with the (oncealcd^ as well as open fprings 
of adlion at that penod, in manner following . 

Narrative of the Doraeflic Wars in Leadcnhall- 
Street, from Oftober 1757, to the 2tith of 
April, 1758. 

I IKE Homer, and other recorders of battles, 
we will begin with a liil of the combatants , 
It will fave fome trouble in the courfe of the tn- 
gai CQicnt. 

Mellis, Pavwe, Chairnm. 

2 Burro V/ 7 V/eflcin 

j K'tymond 8 Jones 

Jolin Kay mo'./i <5 Bi./wne 

' "! ' '-'let 1 10 Dcnicn 

, II Stevens 

12. Mantliip 
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12 Manfliip 

13 Hadley 

14 Chanlbers 

15 Impey 

16 Sullivan, Hepuiy 

17 Godfrey 
iS Plant 


19 Dudley 

30 Savage 

31 Tiilhe 

22 Gough 

23 Phipps 
34 Rous 


It was not without much previous debate, heat, 
and animolity, that the above Gentlemen came 
«nanimou0y into a fcheme for the government of 
Bengal, by a rotation of four, to wit, MelTrs. 
'Watts, Manningham, Becher, and Holwell, The 
plan was defigned as a temporary expedient only, 
until further advices from Calcutta ; the Hardwick 
carried out thefe determinations, figned by the 
whole court, under date the nth of November, 
1757, and harmony feemed again to be eftablilhed. 
A general reform of the fetaement of Fort Wil- 
liam was next taken into confideration, planned 
and adjufted at various meetings, confifting only 
of the two chairs, Mr. Holwell and the Secretary, 
During thefe operations, Difcord again began to 
exert her influence ; and entering the breafts of 
the Bombay fadtion, who Ihe knew were ripe 
for her purpofe, urged them to move and infift 
that another Gentleman Ihould be appointed to 
fucceed to the rotation of four, in cafe of death or 
abfence. The Bombay fadtion, confifting of the 
Deputy Chair, and the eight immediately follow- 
ing him on the above lift, (adting under their 
General L— w» carried their point in the Committee 
of Corrcfpondence, by a majority of 6 to 3, Sir 
James Creed and Governor Saunders being abfent. 
The next Court-day Mr, Payne brought the affair 
before a full -court, where tlie refolution of the 
Correfpondence was over-ruled by a majority of 
15 to 9, ?? being not only contrary to the deter- 
minations 
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m'mations unaiilmoufly figned to by the Hardwick, 
but alfo to the vtiy principle and motives, which 
uiged thole determinations. From this hour Peace 
too'., hei flight from Leadenhall-llrcet, Civil War 
took place, and Difcord reigned with uninterrupted 
i'way. 

This defeat of the minoiity was far from diC- 
couraging them. They now, under the aufpices of 
their General, (who was moft aftive behind the 
curtain) planned a (Iroke at the lotation itfclf, 
which they intended to Lxecute at the next Quar- 
teily Ck’neral Court *, but advices of the revolu- 
tion in favour of JafKer Aly Cawn ai nving about 
this time, gave them a plaufible opportunity to 
attempt abolilhing the rotation in the Court of 
l^ireftors, without waiting for the Quarterly Gene- 
lal Court. Accordingly, when the Court of Di- 
redlors met to confer on the advices they had re- 
ceived of the revolution, and unanimoufly deter- 
iTiincd to make a compliment of the govcinment 
of Bengal to Col. Clive during his lefidence iti 
India, the Bombay fadlion moved, " that the 
“ important change m their affairs at Bengal, made 

the expedient of the rotation no longer needful, 
“ but that Mr. Watts Ihould be appointed to 
“ fucceed the Colonel.” 

The majority of 15 fas they ftand prior on the 
lift) urged on the contrary, “ that as tlie change 
regarded the fituation of their afiairs only, without 
any foliicient proofs tranfmitted to them, that gave 
.any moic favourable imprelTion of individuals in 
their fcrvice, they judged it premature to make 
as yet any fuither alterations m the govern- 
ment of Bengal, the fame caufes (till fubfifting 
which firft urged the expeelient of the rotation.” 

This diffcrtncc of views and fcntiinents occafioned 
debates to lun to the moft violent heights, in the 
courle of which the mtnontj loft all legaid ro 

decency 



L ijs ] 

decency and maiineis ■, to pot a Hop to which ih 
Chaiinun put the quilUon, “ \\ hcthci Cul, Cliv 
“ fltould be appoiiicc'd to the goveinment of Benga] 
*' and the location of lour take place on his ab 
“ fence, ns befoie appointed?” On this, fiell 
feuds aiofe-, the Bombay fadion mfitling that eh 
queftion fliould be divided. This was oppolcd b 
the Chairman, and biought on the previous qucllioi 
which being put, it was earned againll a divifio 
of the queltion i ^ to p. On this the minority O' 
longer obferved any mcaluics •, Melfrs. Sullivar 
Godfrey, Phipps, and Plant, quitted the Couit 
and the reft of the fadion lefufcd to ballot. 

The maioiity, however, piocecdcd to bufineli 
and unanimoufly appointed the Colonel to the go 
vernment, and the lotauon to take place on hi 
abfence. Ihe gcncial letter containing this relb 
lution, and the other general reform of the fetilc 
nient, was figncd the eighth of March, by the x 
only, the minority refufing to fign. 

The fadion, not a whit dilmayed at thefe rc 
pcated defeats, “ but, like Anteus, gathcrinj 
“ ftrength from blows,” had nowrccourle to thei 
expedient of the Quarteily Gcneial Court, am 
began to beat up for volunteers amongft the Pro 
pnetors. Their Geneial took up his refidence, ii 
a manner, for many days in the city, and wen 
about begging Angle votes, in which he was mol 
induftrioully followed by his Mirmidons; wlulf 
the majority of 15, confeious of the propriety aiu 
integrity of their own condud, made it a point no 
to fpcak to a Piopnetor on the fubjed : A maxin 
(in politics) founded on a falfe principle •, fo 
when a body of men m power are conlcious 0 
the reditude of their intentions, in any meafun 
adopted for the good of the community, it i: 
incumbent on them to lecure that meafure by ever] 
means pofliblc. This error in judgment of thi 

majority 
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inaioricjS gave chcgreatell advantage to the mino- 
rity. The niajoiicy likewife n'ftcd in a falfe fecu- 
rity, that a Qiuiterly Gcncial Couit, which was 
not fummoned on Ipccial .ifliitis, toultl not go into 
any matters, Init what vvcie icgtilarJy broimhc 
bcfbte them and litculied in tlieii itimmons, the 
fame having no pieccdcnt, and being contrary to 
all propucty, as well as the eflabhlhed laws of the 
CouiL , in whicli, however, they found themfelvcs 
miitaken. 'rhus the minority came to the Qtiar- 
tcrly Court fully prepiued, and with their united 
foicc j whilll the majoiity came totally unprepared, 
and without any force at all. 

Here it is neceflary to recite a ciicumftance, 
which greatly favoured this attempt of the mino- 
rity. The rotation was as little relifhed by the 
bulk of the Proprietors, without knowing why, or 
whercfoic, as by thenifelves : It was (as before 
hinted) with much difficulty that the Bombay 
I’aflion wcie bi ought to aflentto it at firft, and they 
wcic nosv determined to aboliQi it, though, with 
It, they aboliffied the power, and eveiy cffeiSlual 
authority of a Court of Dircftors. 

The indefatigable aftivity of the minority, and 
ina£tivity of the majority, produced each their ade- 
quate effedts at the Quarterly Court. The ufual 
bufinefs and forms over, Mr. Law began the attack 
by an invedtivc agamft the lotation, as being a 
ftrange, motley, many-headed monfter, in which 
he was feconded by Mr, Phipps, fupported by Mr. 
P. Godfrey, in a written fpeech, which he defired 
perniiffion to read. 

The Chairman, in a ffioit, but ftrong fpeech, 
urged “ The irregularity of the Quarterly Court’s 
“ entciing into fpecial affairs, for which they weio 
“ not fummoned ; and that a proceduie of this 
^ kind muft have fatal confequences, and epd in 
the utter fubverfion of the goveinment of the 

“ Company’s 
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“ Company’s affairs; that the Couit of Directors, 
“ not fulpeftingfuch unpreccdciiteil attempts, weie 
“ not prepared to lay before the Court the leafoos 
which moved them to adopt rhe exi>edieiit now 
“ objefted to. 'I'hat the Piopricioi.s had a light 
“ to demand a General Court, which he was ready 
“ to fuinmon on the Ihorteft warning, and that 
“ fuch their reafons (liould then be fubmitted to 
“ their confidcration,” 

When the Chairman had ended his fpeech, Mr. 
Alexander Home took up the fune fuie of the 
Quelbon, and moved to acl|Ourn ; in which lui was 
fccondetl by Sir Alexandct Giant and a few oih rs, 
and the quellion for adjournment being pur, it was 
carried in the negative almofl: unanitnouny, but 
with unheard of clamour and indecency. They 
then proceeded, in the fame temper, to tleinand 
the queftions fliould be put, “ Whether the rota- 
“ tion of four fliould be abolifhed, and the govern- 
“ ment of Bengal be condudlcd by a Angle Gover- 
“ nor and Council as heretofore ?” And both 
queftions were in like manner carried in the affir- 
mative, Mr. Law and the Couic declaring, it was 
not their intention to interfere in the appointment 
of fuch Governor and Council, which thev left 
intirely to the choice of the Couic of Diiedtors , 
and with this gracious indulgence the Qiiarteily 
Court broke up : and the minority, as they tliought, 
gained a compleat triumph. 

Thus a mcallire adopted and affented to at the 
beginning by the whole Com t of Direiftors, and 
fubfequently fiippoited and confirmed by a majo- 
rity of fifteen, became cniidcnined and abolifhed, 
from the minds of the Proprietois being poifoned 
by every artful infmuation againft it, without once 
hearing a fingle reafon or plea in its defence. 

The minority, notwithftanduig their triumph at 
the Quarterly Court, apprehenllvc they flioulil gain 

little 
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little by It, whilfi: the majority of the Court of 
Direftors were againft them, began to work, with 
other tools } and agreed to make any concellion to 
Mr. Payne and Ins friends, provided they would 
rehnquilh the fingle point of Mr. Holwell’s having 
a Ihare in the government of Bengal ; It was pro- 
pofed that he fhould Iiave rank next to Mr. Becher, 
with the Chiefdnp of Cofllmbuzar ; be one of the 
Sele£b Committee, and have any emoluments ap- 
pointed for him, that hiinfelf or friends would 
otlire-, or if thefe were not acceptable, that he 
Ihould be lent to Bombay to fucceed Mr. Bour- 
chier, or be appointed Deputy-goveinor of Foit 
Sc. David, and to fucceed next to Mr. Oniic, who 
was appointed to fucceed Mr. Pigot. 

Thefe alternatives were at different times inti- 
mated to Mr. Payne and the Majority, (the firft 
before the rotation was Hxed, the others after it was 
abolilhcd) who were ftedfaft in this reply, “ That 
*' however Mr. Holwell’s fcrviccs and fuffenngs 
“ merited the notice of the Company, the real 
“ intetefl: of their affairs was their fir ft objeft, and 
“ not Mr. Holwcll’s emoluments : That his abili- 
** ties would be of more ufe to the Company at 

Bengal than ellewhere ; and that the exigencies 
“ of their affairs required his having a lhare in 
“ the government of them.” 

The Majority of fifteen thinking themfelves moft 
injunuuQy treated by the Minority, and proceedings 
of the quarteily general Court, weie loud in their 
refentments j and having refolvcd on a plan for their 
futuie conduct, the Chairman fummoned a full 
Court for the appointment of a fucceffor to Colonel 
Clive, to meet on the 23d of Maicli. The mino- 
rity, in the mean time, were afllduous to take off a 
fiifficient number of the Majority, and thought 
they had fucceedeJ , 

M It 
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It is not diillcult to conceive in whit trmpci the 
Court met. As foon as the Cluirman had ojicncd 
the caufe of their meeting, the merits of their i'er- 
vants at Bengal became the fubject of debate, and 
much altercation enfned, not worth reciting. Mr. 
Peter Godfrey moved, that their fervants Ihould 
be balloted for according to their ranks in the fer- 
vice, beginning with Mr. "Watts*, in which he was 
feconded by Mr. Sullivan, and fomc others of the 
Minority. This motion was oppofed by Mr. 
Robert Jones, or Mr. Jones Raymond, (which we 
cannot recolleft) who moved that Mr. Ilolwell 
fhould be firft balloted for. Both motions being 
feconded, brought on the previous queftion, whicK 
was cariied in favour of the laft morion. Accord- 
ingly they proceeded to the ballot, and Mr. Hol- 
wcll was elefted to fucceed Colonel Clive in the 
government of Bengal, fifteen to nine. 

This proved a thunderbolt to the Minority, 
who now found that their violences had promoted, 
in a higher degree, the vei7 man they had fo much 
laboured to debafe. The Deputy Chairman, with 
the reft of the Minority, made a motion as if they 
intended to quit the Com t ; but the former being 
requ'“*leii by the Chairman to fiilpend his rcjblucioii 
and judgmfnt^ pioduced the following letters, 
whiJi Mr, Holwell had lent into Court to him. 

To John Pavnii, Efq. Chairman. 

“ -Sir, ^ a^d March, 1758. 

*'■ OGME of my fi lends flatter me, that the 
“ 1^ appointment of .a lueccflbr to Colonel Clive 
“• in the (iovernment ol' Bi'np.al, may probably 
“ fall on myfelf : SJiould this be the coJ’e, 1 then 
*■ take the libeity to requtll, you will pleafe to 
*' piel’ent the inclofecl Addiels to the Honouiable 
“ the Court of Dire^tois. Should the information 

“ of 
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“ of my friench prove grount}lcf>;, tlic incIofeJ 
then becomes Mpiftmoit nml ulcicu , nnd as 
fuch I beg the favour you will rotuin it to. Sir, 
“ Your, &c. 

“ J. Z. II. ” 


To the IIoKotiiclli the CoiiVt of l^c, 

“ May it pUafe yoin Ilonouis, 

“ T T^ni'K-^YANDlNG this day is appointed 
for the cleftion of a Piefidcnt and Gover- 
nor of Bengal, in fucceflioti to Colonel Clive, and 
learning from the information of my fnends, theie 
is a probability your choice may fall upon myfclf ; 
that fteady zeal for the Company’s intereft, which 
has ever been the guide of my aflions and fenti- 
ments, fincc I had the Iionour of your feivice, now 
urges metoaddrt'fs you with that humble fieedom, 
which my duty diftates, at this ciitical conjunaure 
of your afi'airs in that pait of the world. 

” During the heavieft weight of my misfortunes 
and diftrefles, I had yet comfoit m the icfleftion 
of having done my duty in the trufts repofed in 
me, but more fo, that my conduft was honoured 
with the repeated appiobation and fanftion of your 
Honourable Court. 

“ In the execution of truft, it has ever been an 
inviolable maxim with me, that piivate mtcrclb 
Ibould ever give way to the public utility ; a maxim 
I have often fealed to, in your fervice, though to 
my own coft j a maxim which now leads me, con- 
trary to my own private weal, to prevent, if poflii 
ble, your taking any mcnfuie which may, in its 
confc quences, depiive you of one of the moft valu- 
able Ibrvants you liave abioad. 

In the couife of your affairs, although I have 
fometimes differed in opinion Irom Mr. Manning- 
ham, yet 1 have ever had tlie higlicft opinion of 
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that gentleman’s integrity and abilities, and liavd 
not failed doing honour to both on evt'ry occafion ; 
for the truth of which I can appeal to Ibine gentle- 
men who conftitute your Honourable Couit, and 
to many others, who were lately members of it. 

“ Permit me. Gentlemen, to reprefent to you, 
that a fervant of Mr. Manningham’s charafter and 
capacity is not every day to be met with, nor can 
be parted with at this peiiod, without a ccruiu 
Injury to your affairs : A difregard of his mcritsi 
will, in all likelihood, deceinniie his return to 
Europe; the contrary will as piobably determine 
his ftay ; and may not only lay a foundation for 
harmony at home, but for fuccefs abroad. 

“ Thefe confiderations, and thefc only, move 
me humbly to requelf, that fliould the voice of 
your Honourable Couit be in my behalf, I may 
then be permitted, with thanks and gratitude, and 
without offence, to decline the honour you intend 
me, in favour of Mr. Manningham, under whom 
I am moft ready and willing to ferve the Honour- 
able Company, as long as his rcfidencc in India 
may be confiltent with his health or inclination. 


I am, May it pleafe your Honours, &c. 
WnlnerJa;, _ „ „ 

Marcli 23, 175 J. iC. 11, 


When Mr. Holwell’s Letter was read, the Mi- 
noiiry attempted to look wife, fliook their heads, 
and declared they would ballot no more. The 
Chairman put the quetbon, “ Whether the Court 
Ihould proccc*d to a new ballot in confequence 
“ of Mr lloiwell’s letici ” which being agreed 
ro, without a ballot, they proceeded, and Mr. 
Manningham was elcffctl ro fticceed Colonel Clive, 
by fouitecii only, one of the fifteen having thrown 
in a negative. The fifteen then balloted for a 
lucccffor to Mr. Manningham, when Mr, Holwell 

was 
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was unanimoufly chofcn ; anti Mr. Bfcher to fus- 
cccd him: And here the Court flopped. 

From the whole tenor of the proceedings of the 
Minoiity, it mull appear to an impartial eye, that 
they were atluated by pride, violence, peifonal 
connexions, and peribnal refentmencs, and by 
their condiiX fliuck at the very principle and 
foundation of all govetnment; hence they acquired 
the title of “ the FaXion, “ (a ciuumllance we 
thought neceflary to explain, left we fhould be 
thought to have btflov\cd it on them in this our 
narrative only.) They feemed to think they had 
a right to over-rule the fentiments and refolves of a 
majority of near two to one agiunft them , or fail- 
ing here, to throw the affairs of the community 
they had in truft, into the utmoft confufion and 
dilHculties ^ and this at a time, when dilpatch, 
harmony, and unanimity, were ellential to the 
well-being (we may fay, the veiy being) of the 
Company : and when examples ol this kind were 
fo ncLcffiiry at home, to inlluence the lame lalutary 
conduX in their krvants abroad, which they 
themfelvcs had, in their letter by the Hardwick, 
inculcated and commanded in the moft lively and 
enforcing terms that language could diXate. T. he 
Minority, in conlequence of their late defeat, had 
feveral private meetings with thur Geneial, whcie 
it was rifulvcd, as tlidr kft refou'cc, to lorm a 
Piopiictors lift of DircXois for the enfuing year, 
in oppofiLion to the Houfe lift. Confiftent with 
this lelblution, the Deputy Chair and the Mino- 
rity agreed, that they would not meet the Court, 
nor alfiftat forming the Houle lift as ufual. ^ The 
Majority, on this mclfage, met immediately, 
formed their lift, and had it publillied a day before 
the Proprietors lift came out. 

Had the Majonry continued the fame vigilance 
in fecuiing the dedlion of then lift, tliey could not 
' M3* liave 
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have fjilccl efFeding it; bur hcie they continued in 
the l.une cnor, and falle puncLilw of honour, 
vHiich had occafioned their defeat at the Qu. nerly 
Geneu! Court; until louzetl by the uClnuy both 
public and ptivate of the Mmoiity, they thought 
itneccliaiy to exeit themfdves, when it w.is too 
late. Had they begun twenty-four hours Iboner, 
they would have carried their whole lift, and the 
Minority, to a min, hail quitted the direction. 
The laft defeat they icteivccl was on the 23d of 
Maich, fiom which time they had laboured, without 
ccafing. The ekftion was to come on the 5th of 
April, and it was the fecond, before the Majority 
attempted to foltcit a linglc vote. 

Mr. Hoi well ai rived the 2d of April at Portf-. 
mouth, whcie he leceived the rLfult of the Geneial 
Coutt, which did not bicaU up until two in the 
moiiiing of the 6 th, when the following Gentlemen 
were dedal cd duly eleftcd ; 


Meflrs- "VV. Barwell 
H. C. Boulton*, 
John Boyd, 

John Brown, 

Chr. Burrow 
Sir James Creed, 
Charles Ci'tts 
RnjTer Drake, Deputy 
John Donicn, 

Gt'Oigc D'ldh y, 

H. H 'id lev, 

John Ilainjfon, 


John Manfliip, 

N. Newnham 
H. Plant *, 

T. Phipps *, 

F. Pigou, 

John Raymond, 

Giles liook, 

J. Koui^ 

1 1 . Savage, 

G. Srevrns, 

T SiiDivan, Chairman *. 
T. 'lullic*. 


By the eledion of this lifl, tlic late Minority 
gained a fute M.<|niity, both in the Court and m 
the Committee of Coircfpomlenre, the members of 
winch aic m.uked* : 'J'hey loft no time in cxercift 
inu then new arquired power, in a manner quite 
couftricnt wj.h tneir formci violence r They met 

the 
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tbc (Jth, when, after elefting their Chairman and 
Deputy, and appointing the fevcial Committees, 
Captain i'ullie moved, that an exprels Ihould be 
ijiimcdiatcly dUpatched to Portfmouth, to ftop the 
Wanen and London, until further oidcrs. This 
was llicnuouliy oppolcd by Mr. Drake and others ; 
but was howovci earned, on a ballot, in the aifir- 
nuiive, tburcfcn to eight-, upon which the fol- 
lowing gentlemen entcied a Iliong proteft on behalf 
of the Company, againft die injurious detention of 
iheir fhips fo late in the fealbn, and when con- 
voy for them were procured with fo much diffi- 
culty, Z'iZ. 


Mertrs. Drake, 
Burrow, 
Newnham, 
Blown, 


John Raymond. 
Hadley, 
Dorrien, 
Stevens. 


Thcfe Gentlemen would have been joined by Sir 
James Ciccd and Mr. Manihip ; but the one was 
confined by the gout, and Mr. Manlhip’s filler lay 
dead in his houfe. The exprefs reached PortC- 
mouth the yih, in the morning, juft as the Warren 
and London were going to fail, under convoy of 
the Ragle man of war, and Bonetta Hoop. It was 
pretty obvious that Mr. Holwell needed not any 
very great forefigbt to predifb what would follow, 
with tclpedt to himleir, expetSting the utmott effect 
of uniied malice and power. 

The rcfoliicion of detaining the Ihips being car- 
ried, the Cliiiiiman propofed proceeding immedi- 
ately to bufinefsj this was oppolcd and objedlcd 
to by MclTis. Drake and Newnham, who urged, 
that as they could not poflibly be fuppofed ac- 

a uainted with the grounds, which had occafiont-d 
le divificin between the late Court of Diteilors, 
they infifted on leafonable time being given them 
to confidcr the fubjeft. This reqiielt was, after 

M 4 vciy 



[ >68 3 

very Iii^h debate, granted, and the r ith appointed lor 
taking into confide! ation the Bengal difpatchc': by 
the Warren and London. Accordingly, like lo 
many Ctefais, they came, they law, they con- 
queicd: For the Chairman, as loon as they were 
met, produced a (hort general letter, which he had 
alieady prepared for the purpole, confifling of four 
or five paragraphs only : High oppofition arofe to 
thi.s letter from the eight piotcftors, but it availed 
little, for the whole received the fandion of the 
fuuiceen, and pafifed into a law, and arrived at 
Poitfmouth the 12th of April. The puiport of 
this general letter take as follows. 


“ That having maturely weighed and confidered 
the conduft and merit of individuals, they annul 
and make void eveiy appointment by the Haid- 
wick’s letter of the i ith November, with thofe by 
the Warren and London, of the 8th and 23d of 
Maich, (Colonel Clive excepted) and do now con- 
ftitute and appoint the eftabliftiment of their Prefi- 
dency of Calcutta. To wit. 

Colonel Clive, Prefident and Governor, 

William Watts, Efq. 2d, and to fuccecd Colo- 
nel Clive, 

Major Kilpatriik, 3d. 

Charles Manningham, Efq. 4th, and to fuccced 
Mr. Watts, 


Mr. R. Becher, - 5th,'' 

Mr. P. R. fearkes, - 6th, 
Mr. William Krankland, 7th, 
Mr. M. Collett, - Srh, 

Mr. J. Z. IJolwell, pth, 

Mr. vVilliam Macket, 10th, ^ 

Mr. Peter Amyatt, jith, 

Mr. Thomas Boddam, 12th, 

Mr, Richard Court, ijthjJ 


Each to rife and 
fucceedin tu-n. 


5 * They 
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« They likewife revoke and annul all and every 
nomination to Cliicllhtps, Pofts, &c. in their let- 
ter of the 8th of March, leaving fuch appointments 
to the Board •, with this caution, that capable and 
faithful fervants be fent to Coflimbuzar, bcit known 
and moft agu'e.ible to tlie Nabob. 

" They appoint the Sekft Committee to conlift 
of MclTrs, Clive, ViTacts, Manningham, Becher, 
and Major Kilpatrick for tlie time being. Vacan- 
cies in this Committee to be filled up by the Prefi- 
dent and Members. They alio advifc that the 
Secret Committee at home, confifts of Meffrs. 
Sullivan, Drake, Burrow, Newnham, and Plant, 
any three of whom are a quorum. 


Signed, 

Sullivan, Boulton, TuUIe, 

Cntts, Dudley, Plant, 

Ilarnlbn, Phipps, Rooke, 

Boyd, Pigou, BarwelL 

Rous, Savage, 


iV. B, The other ten refufed to fign. 
Reflections, 

The Colonel, in all probability, has, or is near 
upon leaving India } Meflfs. Watts, Manningham, 
and Becher, by the reftitution of private property, 
and their other late extraordinary acquifitions, 
will, it IS likely, foon follow him j in which cafe 
it is worth remarking, where the fucceffion takes 
place, by the foregoing deftination and we leave ‘ 
it to the world to form natural and obvious con- 
clufions therefrom. 

With refpedt to Mr. Holwell, we cannot help 
obfervidg, that the Majority of the prefent Court 
have not preferved even that mafk of equity, which 
they pretended was the rule of their adlions : They 
have given every writer that lemained with him in 

the 
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thr ftirt when Calcuti.i was atM; la‘cl, two years of 
las t«nK' ill ivc impi'i’ueof !m> pCiU vaanccaml jiif. 
leiui'TS. Ills p''t'<'vviansV was Andy equal to 
thciil, and liii kiHlruv:}. eiumently luperioi\ and 
nicnccu fonie dilun. lion and lavour, tiu)U{»h ever 
fo fni.ill ; in place ul which they have llrippcd him 
of the pod and caiolumcnis iliey had bctarc wp- 
pQinied him to. 

Therafli prore.dinyr of tin* ptefeni iMajwrity, int 
detaining two of the Cuinj'i'iv's ihip'., giaiity 
piU’ue releniiiK nt," iiiide a t'l.’ H danioui in the 
s ity, and alarmal their Ivd I'l lends anionyjl the 
Proprietors i amt when their otlu i alteiatwns be- 
came public, that not only Mr. HoKvell was let 
afrle, but Mr. Manninglum alio, and that the late 
Majority luJ lefolvcd to de.iiaiui a general Coint, 
ihe clamnnr llill ciu realcd, at tlie other end ol the 
town, as well us in the city. 

The phrafe of “ gratifying private refentments,” 
came originally from the Minilliy ; upon the appli- 
cations of MclTrs. S — »n and k a, for other 

convoy, which was rcfuletl for fomc tiiiu', Lord 
Anion telling them, that “ in place oi’ labouiing 
“ for the uueidl of the Conquny and the Nation, 
“ their lule aim leemcd to be the giatilying ihcir 
“ private rcleiitment'., diftieiTuig hi. MaielVy’s 

fervicc, an 1 embroiling ilr'ii uinlluueni' • allaii',.” 

1-Iow thele intelline ieuds in Lc.u‘.enlull-Stieet 
muft ailed die public weal of the Company, and 
in them the Nation, is but too obvious. The 
future authotii) of a C'ouit of Unraois e.in have 
no cllimation, as t'lnr or I as .iiul refoluitons Jor 
the g'lvcrtimciH of their aii/iis and fettlemcnts 
abroa.1, v.i'.l be now H.tiilc to be eanvalled and 
lontrcu! !n ci'ery qiurtcrly (Irentral C'oiirtt and 
> iiill Wsirle conic. |ueiu\‘ is, th.u no (ientlemon of 
nds'p'';id.' It fmtunc, wonii .ml di.ira£lcr, wiU 
!Ve., 'Jill. .iJtcims, .ic.ept a lea: in the DireilVbn. 
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IT is extremely remarkable, bow great the 
refemblance between the tranfaftions of thofe times, 
and the prcfent is . the reflexions at the clofc of 
the foregoing natrativc fuitmg the one, as well as 
the other, prove the compiler of it a moft judicious 
prophet, foretelling that the government of your 
Conn of DireXois, would be brought to noi-ght 
by their own Iclf-interefted and uiteftine broils 5 a 
piedidion now pretty well accompliflicd. What 
then can cnfue, but the mod alarming confufion in 
your affairs >* But to rcfiime our fubjeft. You 
here fire the moft unfortunate of your feivants 
fallen the facnhce of paity fury; and you will 
allb lee him in the lequel perfecuted, flandered, 
and fuperceded in that rank tJicy then allotted him, 
by cveiy following difpatch, and all from the fame 
rancoious c .ufe, as we (hall make appear, when 
we have done with the pamphlet before us ; to 
which we now rctuin. 

In page 37, are the following paflages. “ After 
*' the departure of Colonel Clive, the delicacy that 
“ lie hatl ufed towards him (the Nabob) was 
“ intirely thrown afide- His fucceflbr in the go- 
“ vernmenc, who had been particularly injlrumental 
“ in bringing down Sou Rajab Dowla, and confe- 
“ quentlyy in cccajioning the Jirft revolution in Sengaly 
“ had arrived at his dignity, contrary to the inien- 
“ tion of his conllituents, and intirely through the 
“ accident of a number of his femors going home 
“ at this time in difguft. Being bleft with a 
“ genius, uncommonly fcitile in expedients for 
“ rmfmg money y and fuitlier uncloggcd by thole 
“ filly notions of punftilio, which often (land in 
the way betwixt fome people and fortune, he 
“ had proieXfd and put in praXice feveial inferior 
*• nuinauxi'cs-, bat tins chef d'Oeuwe, this mafter 

“ ftiieme, 
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fcheme, though formed almoft as foon as he 
“ came to power, time did not allow Jum the 
“ honour of executing.*’ Again page 39, “ It 

“ muft hcie again be acknowledged, tliat the 
Gentlemen in the direftion Ihowcd fo little inteti- 
“ tion, that tlie accidental governor fhould have 
“ ever come to that truft, that thiy noia removed 
“ btm to be the feveJith in founeiL Being endued 
however with a very liigh degree of wliat, in 
“ fome, is called addrefs, enforced by a great 
** fhare of plaunbility in argument, he found thefe 
** talents ot Angular ule to him on this occafion. 
** YiSa grand plan being now almoft ripe for cxccu- 
tion, could not be concealed from Ins fucceflbr : 
“ he wavered fome days about continuing in the 
“ lervicc of his malteis in that degraded rank'* 
Again, lower down in the fame page and p.ige 40. 
** But it does not redound much to the honour of 
“ thii degraded governor, nor plead greatly in 
favour of tlie dilintereftedncls of his views, that 
“ after fuch a Jligma, fucb a mark put upon him 
“ by his fuperiorsj he could (though during his 
“ Ihort government he had acquired a handfome 
“ fortune) fubmit to ferve in the feventh place, 
“ af.er having been in the firft.” 

The laft quotation we fliall trouble you with 
from tins anonymous author, is where he makes a 
blunde ing abufive apology, for all the abufes he 
has fo laviflily beftowed, almoft throughout pages 
37 to 41, exclufive of thofc parts we have already 
noticed. 

Page 40 exhibits as follows, “ I Ihould not 
“ have dwelt fo particularly, on thefe feemingly 
“ trifling incidents, nor Ihould I have defeended 
“ fo low as to touch individuals, had I not found 
“ it abfolutely neceflary towards drawing one 
“ material inference, which is, that this fcheme of 
“ Nabob-changing borrows no luftre from the 

“ cha" 
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** charafter of it’s original projeftor.” Qucre, 
Who docs this pamphleteer mean by the term mo- 
rtal p>cjetlur? It cannot be the gentleman we arc 
defending, for he has moft fully proved he never 
piojcdlcd anv fcheme of the kind : thercfoie this 
intended abulc, can only touch the piojeftors of 
the revolution of 1757, as they only were the 
original fehemers of Nabob-cbangtng. He pleads 
ahfohtte neceffity for drawing one material mfennee, 
which is no intelligible inference at all, and only 
proves his ungovernable appetite to flander, but 
unluckily miftakes the objeiSt. 

Leaving the continued indtcenl ftiain of this 
author to revert on himfelf, we flnll confine our- 
fclves to thofe charges again!!: Mr. Holwell, winch, 
with Corinthian front, the author makes to bear 
the femblancc of fafls ; Thefe are, 

Firft, (Page 37.) that “ Mr. Holwell was par- 
“ ticularly inftiumental in bringing down the Sou 
“ Raja Dowla; and ihe caufe of the firft revolu- 
tion, &c. 

“ adly. That his fertile genius in oepedients 
for railing money, unclogged with any checks 
** or pundilios of hjOnour, or honefty, (for this is 
'•* plainly implied, though not fo plainly exprefled) 
had jirojedcd and put in pradlice feveral tnfmor 
mancBuvres.” 

3dly, (Page 39 and 40) Ttfeems objeded to this 
gentleman as a crime, that he was removed to the 
ftWiiib lu Council, and the terms following, of 
d‘'g;adfd ronk, JHgma, and mark put upon him by 
your Court of Diredors, arc all very well framed 
to enforce the opinion, that Mr. Holwell mull: 
affurcdly have been guilty of fomc atrocious breach 
of truft, or other iniquitous condud in your fer- 
vice, to have deferred being thus removed and thus 
degraded', for Anonymous himfelf, allows him 
abilities and addrefs, therefore he could not have 
. ‘ been 
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bepti degraded for want ok capacity to conduJl you? 
affairs; the uninforined, though impartial amonf, 
you, will very naturally conclude tlicre mull have 
been fome blemilli, tome crime, ionic unlaiililul- 
nefs in this your fervant, thatdiew on him the high 
difplcafure of your Court of Diiedlors, for they aic 
honourable Wes, and would not, you may luppofc, 
ieirade any of your faithful fervants without fuf- 
heient and juft reafon, becaufc therein they would 
be guilty of a breach of that trust, with which 
they are invcfted BV you. 

Now that this gentleman was fo ill treated, is 
fadl i and herein Anonymous for once fpc.iks truth. 
To be removed, degraded, lliginatizcd, andmaiked 
by our fuperiors, when done with reafon and jul- 
tice, carries its own vindication ; but when done 
from partial and unjuft motives, lliraulatcd by 
party rage, thefc ftigmas, marks and degradations, 
reflefl: not on the degraded^ but on the degraders, 

1 hus have we inverted the order of our reply, 
and fpoke JirJl to the lajl charge , we ftiall perfitt 
m our method, and fpeak next to the lecond, which 
is plainly levelled at this Gentleman’s conduift m 
your Zemindairy, for Court of Cutcheny at Fort 
William, Bengal) which has been • afpei fed, par- 
ticularly m the year 1758, and never fufficiently 
cleared up. In order to this, it becomes nccclTary 
t(j give you a Ihort account how it came to pals, 
that this Genrlcm’an was appQinLc*(l to this poll ol* 
Zcmindai, and likewile to explain to you the na- 
tuie of the poll iifelf. 

Your Court of Diiccftors, about the year 1748, 
coming to the knowletigc of iuntlry abufes and dc- 
piedatiuns, made in your annual icvcnues of the 
Zemmdary at Bengal, by one Govindram Metre, 
(who fud been for twenty-eight years the ftandmg 
Black Deputy in that office, whilll the head of it 
was continually fiticLuating and changing) and be- 
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ing allb totally ftrangers to the nature of the office; 
a iciiding Dir^or of your then Court, having morot 
curiofity concerning this branch of your affairs 
than the reft, wrote in ftrenuous terms to a Gen- 
tleman of high lank in your feivice there: this 
Gentleman having never paft through the office 
could not give the fatisfaftion required , but know- 
ing that Mr. Holwcll was on Ins departure for 
England, with whom he was upon the ftiidteft 
footing of friendfhrp, he Communicated to him the 
letter he had received from his pan on at homcj 
and being fenfible that Mr. Holvvell by his know- 
ledge in the language, (and having been many 
years a member of, and two years at the head of 
your Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, where frequently 
iiiits were commenced and brought to ifliie between 
the natives) had acquiied a deeper infiglit into 
the nature and frauds of this office, than any other 
jicrfon m the iettlement ; icquefted his perm iffion, 
10 refer his fiiend and patron to him for mfoima- 
lion, on his arrival in England, which was readily 
aflcnied to. 

In the courfc of the voyage, Mr, Holwell threw 
into Ibnie form, the many materials he had by him 
r<:‘fpc< 9 ring this office, and on his arrival communi> 
cated them to the Direftor before mentioned, ami 
to another Gentleman, your Chairman, without 
any view, but that of benefiting the Company, as 
he then, and for many months after, had no 
intention of ever feeing India again ; but finding 
(as many others who return from India with fmall 
fortunes do) that money does not go fo far in Eng- 
land as he fondly imagined, he thought it neceffary 
to return and increale his capital, then lying at 
inceicft only, in your cafti at tort William. 

Thus determined, he applied to the leading Gen- 
tlemen in your direftion to be fent out in your fer- 
vieci hia application met with lucccf<!, and he was 

in 
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in January i appoiiitcil lo the poll of Zemintlar, 
and tWrclfcli in council at Knt-William, not to be 
remomi from tlut poll without exprefs oidcrs from 
home, nor to rife higher in your Council. Thclc 
two reftndions, peculiar to this gentleman, weic 
adopted at his own mere motio i and requcll, for 
the following reafons j firft, as he was fcnfiblc no 
reform could poliibly be made in the office, whilft 
the head of it was fluduating by rotation as here- 
tofore, by which cuhom it lomctime.^ happened 
that iheie were two or three Zcmind.irs within the 
fpacc of one year j by this ill-judgcd racafuie, they 
were unavoidably kept in the d.uk as to the real 
date and natuie of tins office, and a power in per- 
petuity dev olved to the Handing deputy, who was 
always (tiled the Black Zemindar : and fuch was 
the tyranny of this man, and fuch the dread con- 
ceived of him m the minds of the natives, that no 
one durfl: complain or give information againd him, 
howfoever opprclTed ; and this confidcration made 
it ncceffary tor Mr. Holwell to infill on this per- 
fon’s being difmilTed that fervice the moment he 
arrived in Bengal, which was accordingly com- 
plied with, and ordeis fent out to commence a pro- 
lecution againft him. To give you an idea of tliis 
profecution, and the infinite labour it occafioned 
Mr.^ Holwell, we (hall in its place inlert rlirce of 
his letters to the Board of Calcutta on the fubjedh. 

It was thought a feat at the Board of Calcutta 
was neceffary to give a proper weight to this officer, 
in the reform he had propofed making j lie delired 
his rank might be fixed younged in Council, as 
thereby he did not carry out with him the odium 
of fuperfeding any Gentleman in your fervice. 

When this Gentleman was ftntoiic your covc- 
nanteii fervant, under the patronage of William 
Baker, ICfq; (now Sir William) and William Mab- 

bor, 
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bor, b'fiij your Court of Dire6Lors conCfteJ of the 
ibllowinjj Gentlemen, viz. 

Rop,cr llrake, Efq; John Hope, Ffqi 

Chairman Mich. Impey, Fh.]; 

Willuin B.'kcr, Ffq, Stephert Law, Efq; 

Deputy N ich, Linwood, Lfq; 

William Mabbot, Ffq-, Nathaniel Newnham,jun, 
William I’laUnd, Itlqi Ffq. 

Chill’. Bui row, Lfq; John Payne, Elq; 

Charles Cuits-, Kfq; Hemy Plant, Klq, 

Peter Ducane, Lfq; Jones Raymond, Elq; 

Sam. Fcake, Efq; William Rider, Efq, 

Abel Fonnereau, Efq; I'hoinas Rous, Efq, 

]*eter Godfrey, Ffq-, Timothy Tullie, Efq; 

Chailes Gough, Efq; William Willie, Efq-, 

Here it becomes needful to add a Ihort explana- 
tion of the nature of this officer’s duty, in quality 
of 7cmindar. 

The Zemindar afVs in a double capacity, di- 
Rindl, and indepcndant of each other, (v/ith veiy 
few exceptions) the one as Supeiintendant and Col- 
leftor of your revenues, the othei, as Judge of the 
Court of Cutcherry, a tribunal conftuuted for the 
hearing) trying, and determining all matters and 
things, both civil and criminal, wheiein the na- 
tives only, fubjcdls of the Mogul, are concerned. 
Fie tried in a fummary way, had the power of the 
lalh, fine, and imprifonment he determined all 
matters of metm and imni', and in all criminal 
cafes, proceeded to lenience and punilhment imme- 
diately after hearing, except wheie the ciime (as 
murder) requires the lalh to be inflifted until 
death, in which cafe he fufpends execution of the 
fentence, until the fadt and evidence are laid befoie 
the Prefident, and his confirmation of the fentence 
is obtained. He has alfo the power to condemn 
thieves, and other culpiits, to woik in chains upon 

N the 
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die roads, during any determinate fpace ot tunc, 
or for life. In all caules of propcicy, an appeal 
lay to the Frcfident and Cotincil againll lus de- 
crees. 

Stith was the power annexed to this ofTicc, when 
tins Gentleman was appointed the head of it, and 
inch h.id it been for a long terra of years preceding 
that period j a power by much too gicat for 
any one man to be intmftcd witli. Therefore in 
the year 1758, at the recommendation of Mr. Hol- 
well, a ftop was put to it by the Court of Direftors, 
who appointed three Judges of this Court, Mem- 
bers of the Board, in monthly rotation. Before 
this Gentleman took charge of this important poll:, 
there never had been any regiftei of caufes or de- 
cices kept in Englifli but fiom that time, a regi- 
ftcr of the proceedings was monthly laid before the 
Board at Calcutta, for their infpcdtion, and an- 
mually tranfmitted to your Court of Diredors. 
Here permit us to remark, that though this Gen- 
tleman was, for tlie fpace of four yeai's, (that is, 
from the beginning of July 1752, to the capture 
of your fettlemcnt) foie Judge of this Court, not a 
lingic complaint was ever piefencd againft him in 
his)urlicial capacity in ciiminal caules, and but one 
appeal ixovn his judgments and decrees in matters of 
property, and oj that., only the half reverfed, and 
the reft confirmed. But the coudud and merit of 
this Gentleman, in this, as will as the other 
blanches of this laborious oflice, you Ihall not 
take upon tiuft fiom us Ins fi lends, who may be 
dtemed paituil, but ftiill, 111 good time, liLavcthcm 
from ftionger vouchers, and lupenor judges. 

We piocced next to the three letteni before- 
mentioned, touching the profccution of Govindram 
Metre, and then to convey an idea to you of the 
duty of the Zemindar, relative to the revenues j 
and this we ftiall do m this gentleman’s own words, 

without 
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without any abridgment, in a work which hf entitled 
A Stati, or THE Revenues, tianfinitted to your 
Covrrcot'Dircclors in a letter to the board of Calcutta. 
'I'he work is long, and to foine may appear unin- 
telligible and tedious, but to others interefting and 
fuiious; howlbcvei this may be, our plan ot de- 
fence calls foi It, in ptoof of Mr. Holwell’s 
talents, and his indefatigable and unwearied ex- 
cition of thole talents in your feivice. 

lie Ilmouuihk Roger Drake, F,fq\ Preftdent 
and Ci/t/tT/iW’, t^c. Cottncil. 

Fort Aug. 13, 1752. 

I Tonourable Sir and Sirs, 

T H E eoth ult. I thought it neceflary to move 
you that Govindram Metre Ibouid give fecii- 
riiy to the Board foi his appeal ance, on account of 
lome frauds I had traced, regarding the Company’s 
Revenues under his management ; and though the 
fliort time I have been in the office, and my necef- 
fary attendance to the current bufinefs of it, will 
not at preient fufficicntly enable me to digeft all die 
informations diat have reached me, wherein 1 
think the Company have been heavily injured 
during the twenty-eight years of this man’s admmi- 
ftration j yet, as far as I am able, my duty tells 
me I ought to lay before you, without lofs of time ; 
the more fo, as I am well informed, he is diftri- 
buting and fecreting his ill-got wealth in various 
places, and by various methods. 

I'he farms, and monthly charges Jemmidaary 
have firft drawn my attention, as they are firft in 
confcquence to the Honourable Company : my 
remarks on the duties on exportation of nee, ctlach, 
fines, ike. I mufl. referve ior a fubfequent addrefs 
but as Ciovmdram Metre may have the fubterfuge to 
plead, of all accounts of the revenues being pafled 
N 3 under 
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iMiilv-T the hands of the Zemindars, and lefl Iil? 
glaiinj^ frauds fhould feem tacitly to cenfure the 
ncgletL of thofe gentlemen, I beg your Honour, 
iicc.’s leave, prcvioufly to obviate that, both by 
faying, that the accounts, frauds as well as errois, 
are excepted ; and that whilfi: the poft of Zeniin- 
daiy was tranfitory and fluctuating, and this man 
inveflred with power, a rctrofpeftion into the ftate 
of the Company’s revenues with any' materid 
fuccefs, would have been morally impofllble, as 
not one of the natives, from the higheft to the 
lowelt, durft with impunity have given the leaft 
umbrage to him , and it is they only that could 
have explored the daik and intricate mazes, in 
■which he has lb long concealed himfelf iiom the 
'eyes and ItioUe of juflict. 

Two of the principal farms, viz. the Rice Farm, 
and Buzar Calcutta, commonly called the (he.'t 
I'uz.ir, T nnift likewife referve for the fuhjef’L of 
.inotlier letter, and proceed now to the other, 
whole annual Fottahs, or giants, bear date the 
lirfi. of November , and here I mult begin with 
coiifclliiig to your Honour, an eiior of my 
own. I always iiiiagincfl the larms were fold at. 
public out-iy, or aiu'lion, in the Cutchciry, in the 
prcfencc of the Zemindar , and think I told as 
ninth to fome of our Honourable m.iftcrs, as be- 
lieving It impnfTible to be othcrwife ■, but am lorry 
to la> no fuch cflential and necefl'ary method has 
been piaiftifed fur tliele ten }ears j a ciicumflance I 
Ihiuld not inenrioa here, did not wliac follows 
make it abfuluttly necdl'iry : for, on the contrary, 
trijvindf.tm Metre’s houle, I flntl, ha.s, for that 
Ip.ice, been the plat c where the prices have been 
aflixtd to each farm, not by aiiClioit to the highefl 
bitldei, bur privately at the prices he chofecorakr 
the belt cl tlifiu Imnfelf at, under lidtitious 
names ■, that is, tliufe that v/otikl yield the bell and 

molt 
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woft certain profit j and difpofcd of i!ic orlK'n 
that wcte Jiiore precaiioiis, to his fricnJs .inj 
depcndantj . thcfc prices he icpoits lo the Zenun- 
d.ii for his confirmation, and the fcveral Pnualis 
arc oidcK'd to be duwn out accoidingly. Of the 
farms wltich he has iifaally taken to himfelf under 
lirtitious names, I dull now Ipcak only to the 
following, vii. 


SiMtaXutty Ilaut, aud 
o'liba li.i^ar 


In the name of his fer- 
vant Perethram Huz- 
zurah. 


Bang Biizar Haut and Buzar -] Allthefe inthe 
Charles Buzar and Hauc I namcofNil- 
Haut Cola Buzar I mony Gofe, 

Douba P.irrah f his Bi other 

Suttiinutcy’s Dour Bcckry and [ SookdebMe- 
Koora Pocha J rre'sgrandfon. 


It may be olV)cdcd m his favour, th?t theie 
might be lots on thde farms as well as gam ; but 
this objedion will avail him little, when I make it 
appear to your Honour, &c. that he I'ecures his 
gam as foon as, or rather before, betakes them to 
himfelf, by farming them out again to third perfons j 
fo that the cafe Hands exaftly thus : — This man has 
an abfolute truft and confidence repofed in him, 
in the difpofal of the Company’s laims, the belt 
of which he farms at an under rate to himlelf, m 
a fidlitions name, and at the fame time farms them 
out again at an immediate gain j a fraud than 
which I know not a greater. Your Honour, &c. 
muft be lenfiblc how difficult it mud: be, to invcfti- 
gate a feiies of accounts and tranfadtions for twenty- 
eight years paft j the forming vouchers for which, 
liavc, without contioul, remained folely in the 
power of this man ; and whatever ividence might 
luve been againft him, as to former times, does 
polHbly now not’ exift j therefore the utmoH that 
N 3 can 
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can be done in this cafe, is to fix him in fiauds 
as near as I can to the prefent time ; and cqnitalily 
to let ommend to your Honour, See. on behalf of 
our Honourable Malleis, ajiidgmcni on the whole 
of his conJuft, from the few fpeciniens I am now 
going to lay, in as clear a light as poflible, bcfoic 
you: and fiift, I fliall prove his having taken the 
leveral farms above-mentioned to himfelf at an 
under rate, in the years 1749, i7‘TC>, and 1751, 
and farm’d them out again at an immediate advance, 
Soota Nutty Haut and Suba Biizar being farm’d 
out in the dilTeieiit articles to diflerent people. 
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Fiom the foregoing ftacement, your Honour, 
&c. miiy Readily judge, how immenfely the Com- 
pany have been injured in the whole of their re- 
venues during this man’s long adminiftration , but 
if we fliould fuppofe he has only made this ad- 
vantage duiing the ten years laft paft, that the 
farms have been in a manner abandoned to his 
conduit, we ihall, by parity of reafon, find the 
Company defrauded, in that fpace, of no lefs than 
the punctpal fum of Rupees 34813 15 6 in ihefe 
farms only j but this favourable conclufion he has 
no light to fxpeit, as I think I Ihall be able to 
demonftratc, there is not any one branch of the 
Revenues wherein he has not been confiftent in 
dcfi auding, to the utmoft extent of his power. 

Before I quit this fubjeit, I think it needful to 
iiifoim your Honour, &c. that Govindrana Metre 
lus, this yeai, by his own authoiity, levied a tax 
from the faimeis of 2 | per cent, on the amount 
of their feveral faims (over and above the 10 per 
cent, ufually taken from them, as the allowed per- 
tliiifitc of the Zemindar) which he has converted 
to his own ufc. 

The monthly ch.arges Zeroindary, is the next 
article I fliall at prefent fubmit to your Honony, 
&c.’s coijfidcracion and cenfure, under thiee divi- 
fions, viz. fervants in monthly pay, charges making 
and repairing CvncKeriies and Chowkey hpufes, 
and charges. 

In regal d to the fervants in the Cutcherry, I fin.d 
the Company has been, time our of mind, de- 
li auded by Govindr^im Metre, in tlie monthly fum 
of i66 Rupees, excloCve of his monthly allow- 
ance of iiz 8 , the particulars of which are, viz. 


N4 


27 Pikes, 



27 PiUesj 17 always employed in Insl 
own fervice, 3 whofi: pay he has al- [ 

■ways received, and 7 nis menial icr- r 1. 
vants under this denomination , 27 at 
2 Rupees per menfcm — J 

19 Buckferiias, 14 nominal only, and 5-1 
at his town of Kiffen-Poor j for thefe C 59 
he receives monthly — — j 

Boncheram receives no wages, yet charged at 8 
Kiflen Gofe, P ogu Metre’s Cotta Icrvant 5 
Ramchutnd Tagoor, another I'eivant of I ^ 
Rogu Metre — — 13 

Barnala Scatdut, Metre’s Maulda Gomallah 5 
Tilluckram, under the name of Bicdju 7 
Mahone — _ — J 

6 Gwalleis — — 12 

Miinkindram Mundell, at Metre’s Got- ■! 

tabarry — — • 1 ^ 

Nunderam Gofe, a gratuity »*-. 7 


Rupees per menfem 


In this particular your Honour, &c. obferves 
the Company has been defrauded of Kupees 1992 
per annum j and as we cannot rcafonably imagine, 
he was Icfs fcrupulous when he was more indigent, 
fo I think It will not be deemed unjnfl: to charge 
him with this fraud for 28 years laft part ; and then 
it will appear, we have here another manifcft 
claim on him, on behalf of our Honourable 
Mafters, for the principal fum of Rupees 55776, 

I am next to reprelent to your Honour, See. 
that I have extrafted from the monthly charges 
JZemindary, the expences account, making and re- 
pairing the fcveral Cutcherries and Chowkey hoiifes, 
fiom Februaiy 1747, to March 17525 and find in 
that Ipacc no lefs a futp to that account, than 

Rppeos 
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Rupees 9018 3 j a charge moft infamous, anti 
llit-evident to every member of this Board, when 
I fuithcT inform your Honour, &c. that 518^1 8 
of this lum is under the head of repaiiing the great 
Ciitcherry, on which a ty the has not been expended 
in that time, as I will prove, if needful, from a 
thoufand witnefles ; and the fame as to the other 
ftraw houlcs, under the denomination of Cutcheny 
and Chowkey houfes ; but as I would rathei lefleii 
than exaggerate eveiy charge againll him, I will 
flippofe the Company defrauded in this peiiod of 
five years 7000 Rupees only, which, during his 
adminiftration, will amount to the principal fum of 
Rupees 39,200. 

The charges in repairing the roads, drains and 
bridges, within the fame peiiod of time, I find 
Iwclled to the enormous fum of Rupees 7884 15 9 j 
out of which there (lands to the account of repaitf 
ing the Dumdum and Barrafut roads, Rupees 28 19 ; 
of which, 1036 7 are appropiiated to the years 
1750 and 1751. Now, to give youi Honour, 8cc. 
a fpecimcn of his frauds m this part of the monthly 
charge, I will obferve, that the Company is debted 
by him in Oftober 1751, Rupees 520 4, for the 
repairs of the Dumdum and Barafut roads; where- 
as, by the accounts I have laid before me, it ap- 
pears there were really no more expended on thefe 
roads in the years 1750 and 1751, than 342 cound, 
6 pund and 10 gundas of Cov/ries; and thefe col- 
leited from the neighbouring riots or tenants, 
which has always been praflifcd towards lepainiig 
the out-roada of the town (though where a Rupee 
has been colledted, not more than fix Annaes have 
been expended) and the Company befides conftantly 
charged for this article at an immenle rate ; a double 
fraud, that merits the higheft cenfure and punifii- 
menc. From the confideration of thefe particulars, 
it is manifefl the Company has yearly been defrauded 
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of almoft the whole that has been chargPvl on thus 
account, a fmall expence on building aiul repairing 
two or thiec bridges excepted j wluch, with the 
utinoll indulgence to Govindram Metre, cinnot 
reduce the fiaud within the five yrais above 
fpccified, to lefs than 6000 Rupees 5 and, on the 
whole of his adminifiration, to the principal fum 
of 33600 Rupees. 

Laft year I obfei ve a charge continued for ten 
months, at the rate of 137. Rupees per nienrem, 
on account of looking after Cutiiiah’s houfis ; the 
ponfways and guard employed for tins feiviu’, 
were the monthly fervants of the Company ; and 
yet the Company is not only by Metre debted on 
this account, but I am very credibly informed, Ijv 
likewife levied the fame from the Cutmahs. I 
mention this article chiefly with .a view of demon- 
ftrating to your honour, &c. that every interveninc 
bye-path to knavery, has been as regularly ti.i- 
veifed and infefled by him as the high road of ini- 
quity, in which he has fo long and unmolcftcd 
raifed contributions from the Company, as well as 
from every one of the inhabitants that have unluckily 
fallen within his gripe, or that of his fon Rogu 
Metre. Inftanccs 01 this laft nature are lb many, 
that by what I have already heard, I fear if I had 
as many ears as Argus had eyes, they would bv 
much too infuffident to receive them \ but tliolc, 
with the proofs I am poiTcffed of, touching liu 
conneftions with the common murderers and rob- 
bers of the town, I muft referve for a volume by 
themfelves, and clofe this prefent remonttranct 
againft him with recapitulating and tliiowing inti 
pne total the foiegoing principal lums, for which 
I am of opinion, the Company has an imsmdiau 
and fpecific claim on him, with intereft, that maj 
be due thereon ; juft premifing, that as wages are 
or at leaft ought to be, dtemed the reward ol ferviK 
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and falthfolnefi j and as this man, in the place of 
promoting the fervice of the Company, has, in 
breach ot his truft and duty, injured their affairs 
by every wicked prafticc in his power, fo I tlunk 
he has very juftly forfeited whatever wages he has 
feceived, and therefore fubmit it to your Honour, 
&c. whether he fhould not be mulftcd in a fiim 
equal thereto ; and as I cannot doubt but I £hall 
meet your concurrence in fd equitable a charge, I 
Will add it to tile others, viz. 


9 years, at 30 Rupees per tnenfem 3240 

12 ditto, at JO — • 7200 

GOVINDRAM METRE Dr. 

To fraudi on the farms held himfelf - 52^13 15 

To ditto in the monthly charge of fervants 5577° o 
To ditto account charges repairing the Cut- 

cherrys _ _ . 39200 o 

To ditto account charges repairing the 

Roads, Sec. - - 33600 o 

To ditto account the guaid on Cotraah’s houre 320 o 


6 

o 

o 

o 

o 


161709 ij 6 

To the muld of his wages • 


I beg leave to reprefent to your Honour, &c. 
that when the intereft which is ftnfUy due to the 
Company, is calculated on the firft total, it be- 
comes a fum of no fmall importance and therefore 
I humbly infill:, on the behalf of our Honourable 
Mailers, that Govindram Metre be immediately 
committed to clofe confinement, until the fame is 
difeharged ; and that a fufHcienc military guard be, 
without lofs of time, placed on his fevcral .houfcs ; 
and that his fon Rogu Metre be obliged w give 
good fccurity for his appearance. 

On enteiing my office, I found it heavily bur- 
tliened with finecures, perquifiies, and iinneccffary 
fcrvants, which I have the plcafurc to inform your 
jionour, &rc. Hand reduced for this month of 

Auguft, 
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An^ufl, to the amount of 550 Rupcc'i, atuon-iJl 
(viiicli the charge ol’Pykes was a very nccdlds .ukI 
zonfuierable one ; foi of the 14:5 letaincd in the 
lei vice, I found 641 (cxclufivc of Meuc’.'i 27) 
Rationed as a nightly guard to the fevcrjl inhabi- 
tants houfesj as I faw no propriety in the Com- 
pany’s bearing this expence (trifling to each indi- 
vidual, but a heavy one to them) I thought it rea- 
fonable to retiench that amongfl: the reft, having 
ftill retained the Head Pyke, his j i Niabs or de- 
puties, and 35 Pykes only, as needful for the Il*i- 
vice; the Head Pyke ftill remaining, as ufual, 
lecunty for any night guard he fends, at the 
requeft of the inhabitants ; and furtlier than this, 
they are of no ufe towards the guarding or fafety 
of the town ; for, on ftridt review and mullcr of 
the whole body, I could not pick out moie than 
30 that were named Pykes, or had any pretenfion 
to that title, further than as they (occafionally to 

f afe mutter) were loaded with their ufual arms, 
am, moft refpeftfully. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant. 

Jfl the Ilonmrabk Roger Drake, Efi^. Vrefiient 
and Governor Ceuncrl. 

Fort William, Aug. 17 , 1752 . 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

A S it appears to me beyond a doubt, that Go- 
vindram Metre will not only make every 
delay in his power, in giving in his anfwer to the 
charge contained in my letter, addrefled to your 
Honour, &c, under date the r 3th inftant, but will 
by every art and means, endeavour to take off the 
evidence againft him j I think it extremely necef- 
fary now to lay before you the nature of the proofs 

I have 
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I have to fupport the charge exlilbkad agalnfl- him j 
■which I rcqucft may now be examined before the 
Board, or a Committee appointed, without lots of 
time, for that porpofe ; of which (as this alFair is 
of no fmall confequence to the Company) I beg 
leave to move that the Prefident may be one. 

In regard, fiift, to the farms taken to hiinielf, 
and farmed out at an immediate advance, the par- 
ticulais, as kid before your Honour, &c. I think 
he will not conteft or deny; but if he fhould, 1 
have the feveral accounts thereof ready to be laid 
before you. 

Touching the ovcrchaige of fervants in monthly 
pay, I need only refer yotir Honour, &c. to the 
Buxey’s roll of the Pykes and Buckferrias, and 
to the Cutcherry Podar, or Shroff, who is at 
hand with their feveral accounts. 

The ovci charge account rcpaiiingthe Cutcherrys 
is fo fclf-cvidenc, that I need only icfer youi Ho- 
nour, &c. to youi own judgments, but moie par- 
ticularly to the gentlemen who have picceded me 
in the office. 

In icgard to the double fraud and exorbitant 
chaige of repairing the roads, I have ready to lay 
before this Board the Banian’s books, employed 
on this fervice, and the Head Peon attending him. 

Touching the article of Cotmah’s guard, I have 
now this further circumflance to add, that in place 
of 320 Rupees charged the Company, and col-- 
h'fied from the Cotmahs, I am well infoimcd, be 
exafled from them on this account, Oflobcr 26, 
C. Rs 654. viz. 

On account Bolly and Pcrich Cotmah 327 o 

On account Duloll Cotmah - 163 8 

On account Poiichu Cotma - 163 8 

C. Rs. $54 o 


For 
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For proof of this article, your Honoui, &c. will 
be plcafcd to order the Cotmahs to appear bcfoi c 
you, and declare, on their oatJis, if this fad is or 
is not as I have rcprclentcd if. 

On the whole of thefc five articles, I caiifearcely 
think he will be hardy enough to deny or tontelt 
any of them, as they each of them almofl. prove 
thcmfclvcs j however, if he llrould, the proofs, I 
may fay, are now' in a manner in the hands of your 
Honour, &c. and you will tioubtlefs take fuch re- 
folutions theiein, as will equitably conduce to tlic 
intcreft of our Honourable Mafieis. 

It is fome concern to me, that I flrould have fo 
far differed in judgment from fo great a majority 
of this Boaid, when I thought the charge exhi- 
bited againft Govindram Metre was Iclf-cvidcnt 
enough to enforce the neccificy of his confinement ; 
but though my remonftrance had not weight fuf- 
ficient, cither to procure that, or even a guaid for 
tire fecunty of his effeds, yet that muft not flacken 
my endeavours in fearch of the Company’s rights ; 
as I will ftill hope I Ihall not always be lb unlucky, 
or fofar miftaken in my judgment as to v/ant the 
approbation and concuircnce of your Honour, 
dec. in what I lliall lay before you. 

On taking chaige of my oiTirc, I found the 
lafi: monthly account of revenues delivcied into 
council, was the "month of March ; on which I 
thought it expedient to haften the accounts ot 
April, May, and June, as much as pofTible, but 
found the delays in Metre without end ; when 
fending for him into the public Cuccheiiy, ami 
afking him the rcalon of rhele delays, his anlwer 
was, That it was occafioned by fonie articles that 
he had letollcdecl, which ought to have been 
brought to the credit of the Company fooncr, an 
aecotinc of winch he then gave me. to the amount 
of C. Rs. aSoy ;; 9, telling me hi: wanted to bting 

them 
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tliem CO credit in the account of revenues for 
April 5 to winch I objefted, that as he was fenli-. 
ble I had traced thole very frauds, and tliat fome 
of them were five years Handing, I could not 
admit of more being brought to credit in April, 
than were really the tranfadhons of the preceding 
year, which I likewife reprefented to Mr. Manning- 
ham, and met with his appioval; accordingly, la 
the accounts revenues for April, laid befoie your 
Honour, 6cc. the 13th iiiHant, Rupees 842. 8 of 
the above fum are brought to ciedit, fo that ac- 
coiding to Ins account delivered me, there remains 
a ballancedue to the Company of C. Rs. ig66 ii 
g, account fiauds confefled, in the fcveral articles 
01 duty on Rice Sallifnammah, (or arbitration 
bonds) Rulfey Sallamy, (or meafuiing contefted 
grounds) Gur Htizreys (orfeivants wages forfeited) 
and Mooriannoes, from Apiil 1747, during the 
fcvcral Zemindanes of Mcflrs. Kempe, Eyles, Cruc- 
tciiden, and W acts ■, 1 juftly call thele frauds con- 
fefled, not only as he knew I had traced them, 
hut bccaufe I have this convincing argument to 
allcdgc, they nevei would have been brought to 
credit, but as a confequence of the fcrutiny I had 
begun to make into his condtifl. , fot he had as 
early as the 29th of June, adj Lifted the account 
revenues for the month of April, and clofcd the 
credit fide of the account •, and the whole was 
wrote fair, and wanted only balancing and figning, 
and not one of thefc recollected ai tides brought to 
credit. But as ahnoft every hour comes fieighted 
with his fiauds, it is my duty to lay them belore 
your 1 lonoui, 6cc. as they occur. 

L'nteraiii Dut flood, duiing Mr. Forftei’s go- 
t veiiiiTicnt, a pentioner on the Cutchetry books, at 
ao Rupees per menfem, which he received till Mr. 
Ityle's llriick him off. In the beginning of Mr. 
lloopet’i Zem'indary he was again reftored, and 

received 
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received one month''s allowance ; but lincc thai 
It has been icceivcd by Metre or Rogu Mecie, 
on pretence of a balance due fiom Untcrani 
to the latter, 2 <|. months at 20 Rupees, which is 
460: foi piooJt ot which the Cutcheiiy I’odai, 
and Unreram aie in waiting. 

The 15th, Gofebeg Jemmautdaar complaini’d 
to me, that he had not received a Cowrie of the 
w.5ges due to him and ten Peons, that were placed 
as a guard at Govindpoor Gunge in Mauh lail, 
to look after the rice. Recollcfbing a charge of 
this kind, I tuined to that month’s account reve- 
nues, and found the Company debted for Rs. ? '?2 
10 for this fervice, account 20 Buckfeirias and 
two Ponfoys, whereas theie were in truth only tin: 
Peons above mentioned, and jo of the Com^iany’s 
lluckferiias from the different Chowkeys on boaui 
the Ponfways, and the expence of the Ponfwpy.s f 
iind was paid by Moideb Huzzarah *, and though 
•the charge is continued t6 the Company for two 
months and four days, yet they were adlually no 
longer on this fervice than one month and levcn 
days,— as Gofebeg, Sowanny, Ponfwaar, and Lall- 
mun Mangu are now in waiting to prove. 

By complaint from Nour Cawn, I llnd, that in 
a long family dilpute between him anrl his brother 
Haffem Cawn’s widow, the amount of 2107 C. 
Rs. has been collefted from then botli, 200 bicca 
Rupees of which were, received by Meiie on ac- 
count of duty on raw filk, and the reft in fines, 
neither of which has been broughl to the Com- 
pany’s credit. I'he particulais of tins infamous 
affair are too prolix to eniimeiate to your I lonour, 
&c. at prefent, therefore ftiall only icquell he may 
be Intel rogated as to the fa£t. 

'The next aiticle I have to fubmit to your Ho- 
noui’s, &c. judgment, is of a molt flagitious na- 
ture, and at rhe fame time will prove as well Ins 
pcrfidioufnefs to the Company, as his conneclinn 

wiih 
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with the common robbers, and murderers,, that have 
fo many years inf'efted the Icttkmeni : I may too 
julliy lay under his wing and pion-dion, to tlic 
laltingftain I fear of our name and government : 
About the latter end of Aptil 1750, the Head 
Pyke informed Govjndram Metre, that be had 
taken a notorious Decoyt, named Diaram, (com- 
monly called Dia) in the lioufe of one Moideb 
Cuflany, who was likewife known to be connected 
with thefe Decoyes. To give your Honour, &c. 
the lefult of this affaii in as few words as poflible, 
the Head Pyke was oidered by Metre, to fell 
MoiJcb’s houl'e and eflcdls, which was accordingly 
dune ihc firft of May, the former for 300 Rupees, 
and the latter for two, and the amount C. Rs 5C0 
paid by the Head Pyl’.e by Metre’s order to Diaram 
Gole, his relaticn, and head writer in the Cut- 
cherry, and the mtitderer ordeied to be releafcd. 
T-'hc pioot of thefe fads are now in wilting, and 
xiioic inftanees of this nacuie, I have ready to pio- 
diicc againft him, when your Honour, &c. has 
more Icifure than you have at piefcnt to receive 
them, or than indeed I have at prefent to enume- 
tate them. 

I have a Angle obfervation to make to your Ho^ 
nour, &c. on two articles contained in Metre’s 
account frauds confelTed*, Gurr Huzreys from 
174.7 to 1751, in iliatfpace he brings to the credit 
of the Company on that account 392 8 Rupees : 
now fi oin the nature of things, this dedudion mufl: 
have been always made, more or left, from the 
wages of the Buxcrrics, Pykes, &c. — -But what is 
become of it ? for, with the utmoft diligence, I 
can trace no credit given on account of this article. 

The article Mooiianoes I believe, may need 
fome explanation, as incrodudory to my obferva- 
tion on It. On every complaint where a Peon is 
ordered, he receives from the delinquent or defen- 
Q danc 
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dant thrtt punds of Cowrie? a day, one punJ of 
v\hich he keeps to hitnlelf, one pund 14 gund,is 
belongs to the Company under the head of I'.tlack, 
■and the remaining fix gundas is daily collected 
apart, out of which the Etlack Mories or writers 
are paid their wages, and the overplus remains to 
the Company •, on account of this article, Metre in 
Ins account frauds confelled, bungs to credit 1^70 
Rupees from 1749 to 1751, but as I find no credit 
given fince Auguft and September 1743, on tlu'» 
account, I mutt conclude a faithei fraud in thi5>, 
as well as the latt mentioned aiticle: both whiih 1 
fubmit to your Honour, &c. judgment. 

GOVINDRAM METRE Dr. 

To account Cutmah's guards 

To account frauds confefled 1966 ii ^ 

To account Unteram Dutt 460 

T 0 account the guard at the Rice gunge 232 10 
To account Nour Cawn, and Hof- ? 

fcin Cawn’s widow — — -i ^*^7 

T 0 account Moideb’s boufe and effedhs 500 

Piincipal C. Rs. 5600 5 9 

I -im, mott rcfpeittfully. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Tour mott obedient humble fervant. 


-j r, the Roger Drakh, Zf/j; Picfidcnt 

and Covcnior, £fff. Cowml. 


Ilonouiable Sir and Sir< 


Fort Wnizatfi, 
Allgull 37, 175s. 

I Obferve that Guviiuliam Metre has (in two 
letters under date the 17th and a^th inftant) 
put m anfwer to the two liill chargees I liave exhi- 
hlttd againtt him, on which I beg leave to remark, 
that it he is thus permitted to anfwer in a long and 
2 ■ fallacious 
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fallaicious narrative, to every Angle charge, I fore- 
iee a krutiny into his condii«St may become a work 
of fome yeais } and will be fuch a heavy ta't on my 
time, that the needful, and I may fay hourly at-* 
tencion to my office, will by no means admit of ; 
becaul'e my replying to fitch anfwcrs will be abfo- 
lutely nereffiuy, or our honoui able matters may be 
impoled on, by ihe Ipecioufncfs of their appear- 
ance 5 and my replies may occafion his rejoinders, 
to the end of the chapter. The charges I lay 
agaiiitt him confift not in aigument, but fads, 
which it is only incumbent on him to admit or 
deny. If my informations are wrong, and I fail in 
the proof of them, he will thereby become fnffi- 
tieiiily vindicated*, theieforc, effeftually to put a 
Hop to tins tedious method, I will only give your 
1 lonoiir, &c the trouble of this leply, and in fu- 
tuie luiely lay befoie the Committee whatever fads 
occur to me, lublequenito mypicl’entinfoimation. 

I adimi hiS appeal to the Geniiemen that have 
filled the ttacioii of Zemindar, to be ftiidly true*, 
and I have l- ng known fuch application to them, 
on the fale of the faims, to be his conftant method 
of blinding them, as he well knew none durft give 
them intelligence of their real worth : His impo- 
fition on your Honour, &c. in this argument, I 
cannot help calling extremely audacious j he fays, 
** he always .idvifed the Zemindars a month before 
“ the time of falc, of the utmoft price he could get 
“ for the farms.” — Why, Gentlemen ! the Pot- 
tahs, by which he farmed out on his own account 
t!tc farms now under confideiation, and which carry 
an advance (fome of them) of 70, 80, and 100 per 
cent, bear date the fame day with thofe, whereby 
he calls them to himfelf, m a fiditious naine, at 
that lofs to our honourable employers : can your 
Ilonour, &c. want a ttronger pi oof of matchlefs 
fraud and iniqmry than thii ? I think not, I date 
O a • f-iy 
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fav I /hall meet your concurrence in piviiiji it tlicfc 
jufl" appellations. lie further lays, lie ^;avc moie 
for the fix farms in 1749, than was given the year 
before; this I admit; and mult renuik his ad- 
\'ancing ibnictimes, in a trifling degree, the prices 
of the farms, as another artful means of blinding 
his mailers : but his aflertion, that he gava more 
for the fix farms the two next years, than he gave 
in 17491 is far from truth ; for I have only to 
refer your Honour, &c. to my letter under date 
the 13 th inllant, and you will obferve, for three of 
them lie gives lefs, nay though he farms two of the 
three on his own account at a higher rate in 1750 
and 17^51, than in 1749. As to the deduftion of 
the clulliitary, or 10 per cent, for the Zeminda;, it 
does not appear to me in any dcgiec probable, that 
he would negleft levying this foe fi om thofe to 
whom he rented the farms on his own account ; 
which he might do as juftly as he levied the aj per 
cent, the laft year, notwithflandmg the reafons by 
which he attempts to palliate that a£b of power and 
oppreflion. He infinuates my leaving out Haut 
Cola Buzar in my lecond lift with defign, as know- 
ing he lofl. by ihdi Buzar ■ that I was not capable 
of fo uiiwoi thy a defign, is manilcll from my men- 
tioning Jt in my fiifl lill , and jdly, beemie I 
know, and willpiove, he licit] ler loiL 01 gained bv 
it in the year 1749 and 1750 5 but that he gained 
40 Rupees by if m 1751, when he took it at 177 
Rupee'., and fjimr-d ir out again to Buipuiam at 
Z17 Rupees. _ lie may with equal truth fay, it is 
with defign, in the r.icnlate ol his wagi'S, where I 
charge him 96965 inllcadol 1?.|S4 ; which is asmani- 
fcll a miftake, as my leaving out the other Buzar 
in my lecond lift. “Ileliys, that every Utah’s 
and Zemitiriai’s Duan, over the whole king- 
** dom, is indulged with fome farms for his own 
** profit i as he cannot, from his wages, keep up 

the 
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“ the equipage and attendance neceflary for an 
officer in his ftation.” This is calculated to 
deceive elfowheie, as he muff’ know your Honour, 
&c. is better acquainted with the nature of this 
government. We know it is a very ufual thing 
for a Duan, or a Duan’s Niab, to reprefent to 
their principal, that fuch or fuch a farm or portion 
of land pioduces fuch an annual piofit, and foli- 
cits that he may hold it himlelf ; but it is as well 
known, that if he is detefted in concealing the real 
profits, or holds them clandeftinely in others 
naincs, or is found guilty of opprelling or exadling 
from the people more than the cflabliflied duties, 
the lafli, fetleis, impiifonmenr, and confifcation, 
are the immediate conlequence ; one crime fully 
proved againfh liim implies the whole, and he is 
treated accoidingly. To inftance one that Metre 
is perfedbly acquainted with. — About 15 yeais ago, 
Sahib Rtiy was Duan to Kiitichund Raja , this 
Duan had a Niab, 01 tlepu'y, named Gopee Sing, 
who was cnnvi( 5 li.d of holding farms clandeftinely, 
of oppicduig the people, and of pei petrating other 
Climes now laid to the charge of Govmdram Metre ; 
his punilhment was very remarkable j for after 
feverely fuffering the lalh, chains, imprifonraenr, 
and confifcation, he was fixed in the public high- 
way, and an order ilTucd for cvciy paflengei to 
kick him on the head, under which mifciable fitu- 
aiion he expned. As Metre’s own confeffion 
fpeaks his having plundered agreeably to the 
maxims ot his own nation, fo he himlelf has 
pointed out, that the laws of his own nation ought 
to be the mcafure of his punilhment i and I 
sim much deceived, if your Honour, &c. will not 
find in the end, that his ciinies are in no lliapc 
inferior to thofe of Gopee Sing’s. As to his infl- 

nuations touching equipage and attendance, I know 

got, that from the nature of his employ m 
O 3 this 
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this fcttlementj he was intukil to culiei, in the 
fenfe he would imply ; How and by wlut iniMUs 
he had accumulated a judicial [lowct in the place, 
ten times greater than nine-tenths ot lus lualleis, 
is a point I will not diicul’s , but coicaiii it is, that 
his acquiring any was foreign to lus (lation, which 
ftnftly was no more than a head feivani of the Zc- 
mindar^s, and a fuperintendant of the \vi iters and 
other fervants imploycd in the revenues ; which 
ftation fome one or ocher muft fill, without the 
leafl: neceflity of his gaining power, name, or equi- 
page j at leaft I will vcntuie to allure your Ho- 
nour, &c. none {hall, whilft I have the honour of 
being at the head of the office. 

Mccic objcfls to my charging him ten years on 
the fix faims , to which I fay, that where a Iraud 
of three yeais is proved upon him, I ll'c no in|ul- 
tice in concluding, that fraud was extended fur- 
ther, when the means were equally in his power, 
though perpetrated, polfibly, by different methods. 
In this, I am fure, I treat him flriftly conformable 
to his own laws, which himfclf has pleaded in his 
favour; but this chaige I will fuither illullrate to 
your Honour in fimilar inftanccs, where his clan- 
dcftinc gams have been much greater tlian thofe 
already laid before you. The Nimmuck Mahal, 
or Salt Farm, was farmed by Narratun Bifwafs, at 
1651 10 6 in the year 1751, under a lliiA flipula- 
tion and order of the Zemindary, that he was to 
levy a duty on that article only of 15J- annacs per 
cent, when his year expired. Metie fent for one 
Hamram Bofe, whom he took into his lervice, and 
placed in the management of that farm, telling 
him, the duty was now to be collefled on the 
Company’s account^ with orders to let him know, 
at the end of two or three months, what it pro- 
duced : this produce amounting, in the months of 
J^Dvember, pccertiber, and January, to between 

500 
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900 and looo Rdpecs, Metre takes the farm to 
himfelf, in the name of one Conjii Bofe j and as 
an inftance of his merit and vigilance, advances to 
the Company 152 4 3 more than it farmed at the 
year before this farm has ever fince been in his 
hands, in fidlitious names, at a fmall annual ad- 
vance ; and he has, according to my information, 
made in thefe ten or eleven years, a profit of at 
leaft 40,000 Rupees on this farm : the proofs of 
this mnft in fome degree reft with your Honour, 
&c. by ftiiftly 01 dering the Amdanny and Ruff- 
tanny accounts, or impoits and exports of that 
article, to be laid before the Committee. When 
this farm wasjlaft year put up to public fale, by 
order of Mr. Burrow, your Honoui, &c. may 
remaik, it rofc from 2400 to 4034 Rupees ; a 
llrong proof of the frauds committed in it. 

The Vermillion Farm produced in 173s, Ru- 
pees 412 , in 17^9, Metre takes it at 200 ; and it 
has been m his hands clandeftinely, in the names 
ol Ins fetvants, ever fince, and only raifed to 225, 
ills profits on this farm, I am infoimed, duiing 
thefe tliirU'cn or tout teen years, amount to Rupees 
30,000 at leaft ; the proof of which muft hkewife, 
as in the laft article, reft on your Honour, &c. 
by ordciing him to lay the accounts of both, on 
his oath, before the Committee. 

In the duty on Chinam, timbers, and fale of 
boats, I find, by extrafis irom the leveral Aflam- 
mces Books, Rupees 960 2 collefted by Connii- 
r.mi 'J’agoor, from November laft to June incUi- 
fivc, ot which there is only brought to ciedit 
annually about 300 Rupees; fo that there has 
been an annual fraud in it at leaft of 1000 Ru- 
pees : and 1 think no body will fay or believe, 
that thislcivant of Metre’s can have fecreied this 
rtonuil lum. 

O 4 


After 
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After all , if have been Iiiupincd, that, 

fiiice the Company lucl been tlui'! iletiaudcil in the 
aniHiul fall* of their farms *-holc Ibms ibr which 
they were fold (howfiiever lef> than their real value) 
would ai loaft have l^een brought to their rredii; 
but on the contrary, I am lorry to advili yonr 
Honour, Arc. that has not been the cafe ; fur hav- 
ing oidered the b ft Mooiici I could employ, to 
draw our, by way of account ciirnnr, a ft.itenu'nc 
of the yearly amount of the I’oiiahs and the credits, 
as they rtand in the monthly account leveniies, fiom 
17:58 to November X/-;!, I find no kls a fiutJ 
than Rupees 71m, not brought to credit j lb that 
it IS too fti iftly vei ified, what I have bdbie alfei ted, 
that theic has been no method uncliiyecl by tins 
man, where theie was a pofTibiliiy ot lus injuimg 
the cruft lepofed in him. 

I have noth.ng more to double your Honoui, 
&c. with in reply to hi. anlwcr of the lych, than to 
aver, he has never been dcbai red infpedting any book 
whatever in the Cutcheiry, that he might think 
neceflkry for his defence ^ and I have given onlers, 
that he may tike any copies from thence he plcafes. 
His letter of the 24th needs no reply, as the con- 
futing It wholly depcnd^i on pi oof ^ to be laid be- 
fore me Committee ; for my own pait, I muft 
once more repeat my opinion, that his fiauds aie 
too obvious to affoid a doubt-, but the nioft con- 
vincing proof of them will appear in the incieafc 
of the revenues, which points out to me an ex- 
pedient for yoiii Honour, &c,’b deliberation, that 
in my own judgment carries great equity with ic, 
and would fave us from a moft tedious talk, which 
muft rcfult from a particular cntpnry into every 
article of his frauds. 

I believe u can hardly be imagined, that, with 
our utmoft vigilance and atiendon, we lhall be able 
to make lo much of the Comrtany's revenues, as 

‘ lias 
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has been made of them whilft under his manage- 
ment; notwithftanding which, I would propofe, 
that he give good and fufficient fccurity to refund 
two-thirds of the medium of the incieafe on two 
years revenues, commencing from the firft of 
July laft ; and the better to eflimate in what fnm 
he lhall be obliged to give fecunty, I will fuppofe 
a medium increafe of 30,000 Rupees, (and lefs, I 
will venture to fay, will not be, and yet the poor 
in many circumftanccs relieved) two-thiids of which 
fliall be deemed the fum the Company has been 
annually defiauded of, whilfb the revenues have 
been under his conduft ; hence the fecurity will be 
in the fum of 560,000 Rupees. I am afraid your 
Honour, &c. will think me too indulgent to Metre 
in this propolicion, as there will be fo confiderable 
a lofs ot intcrefb to the Company ; however, I will 
lubmit It, as It IS, to your detcimination. Touch- 
ing the examination incouncil of AndeiamDut, and 
Kigu M'‘tie, I beg to be indulged a few words 
inoie, juil to oblVivc that the contefted accounts 
between them are foreign to my charge 5 it is enough 
that It IS fupporte.i by the confeliion of Rogu Metre, 
and the depofitions of Anderam Dut, and Bulram 
l^oJar; fo that 1 muft ftill be of opinion, the Com- 
pany have an undoubted claim on Roju Metre for 
the 460 Rupees, as neither he, not any one elie, inmy 
judgment, can be juftificd in making a property of 
the Company to rctmburfe themfclves, even fup- 
poGng he had any juft demand on Anderam, which 
I have too much rcafon to believe was not the cafe. 
1 icmain, moft rcfpeftfully, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant. 

P. S. Since my clofing the above, my Moories 
have bt ought me in their report of the deficiencies 
in the duty on exportation of Rice, by which I 
find the Company defrauded of Rupees 860$ 8 6 

from 
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from Anno 1738, to Apiil 1752, including 1175 
15 6 Rupees, which ftand m his account frauds 
confeflcd. Permit me to remark, tliac as Metre 
has been hardy enough to embezzle fuch coniider- 
able fums on the farms, and on this laft-mcntioned 
article of duty on Rice exported, though both 
under the check of an Enghih regifter, whac 
bounds can we fuppofe reftrained him during the 
preceding 14 years on the whole of the revenues, 
when he had no check at all upon him ; for I can 
trace no Cutcherry accounts prior to 1738. If I 
afk for the accounts of the Gunge before it was 
farmed, I am told they were walhed away in the 
great ftorm ; and if I enquire for any other accounts 
relative to the revenues, antecedent to the above 
year, I am told the White Ants have dellroyed 
them. I am, (ut fupra.) 

To the HonouraUe Roger. Drake, Efq\ Prefident 
and Governor of ISc. Council, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

ift. TN obedience to your commands touching our 
J[ Honourable Matters letter of the i6th 
January 1752, I now lay before you, the refult 
of my enquiries into the fcveral particulars relative 
to the office of the Zemindary, and ftate of the 
Company’s revenues i but as a ferutiny of this 
kind is intirely new, and accompanied with very 
ftw traces to guide me in thefcaren, your Honour, 
&c. I hope will not think I have been tardy in 
the execution of your orders. As the talk afligned 
me has leally been a very heavy, though necefTary 
.one, yet I have bad this fatisfadrion attending it, 
that thereby the Coin|)any’s revenues will in future 
be put on fuch a footing, that it will be fcarcely 
poffible for further depredations to be made op 
them of any confequence, as not only the board, 
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but every fucceeding Zemindar, may at any time, 
and at one view, acquire a knowledge of every 
branch of the Company’s duties. The accounts 
of which, to the minuteft article, are now kept in 
Fnglifli, by which means the Pi efident and Council 
will have it in their power, to be a conftant check 
upon the Zemindar, as collector of the revenues, 
and the Zemindar on the fuboidinate I'ervants of 
the Cutcherry, to whofe management (from the 
fluftuating polt of the Zemindar, his deficiency 
in the language, and the want of fome work of 
tins kind) the revenues have m a manner been 
abandoned, though unavoidably fo, from the 
above caufes. 

2d, A reply to the latter part of our Plonourable 
Mailers firft paragraph will with more propriety 
come from your Honour, &c however I muft beg 
leave juft to give you my thoughts on the fub- 
jeft, which poflibly may coincide with your own, 
otherwife you will doubtlefs reply to it more fully, 
and correct me where you think I may have eired. 
As to a rehearing of any matter determined in the 
Cutcherry, to a certain value, I fubmit it to your 
Honour, &c. whether an eftablifhcd order or rule 
of Cutcherry to this puipoi t, would not be attended 
with the utmoft inconvenience ; for as thefs people 
are beyond doubt the moft litigious people exift- 
mg, It is as certain that no caufe to that value 
would ever be detemii'ied without a rehearing. 
At the fame time, peimit me to oblerve, that it is 
liaidly to be imagined a Zemindar would lefufe to 
rehear any caufe, upon proper repiefentations made 
lo him ; but our Honourable Matters will be 
convinced, from copy of the judicial proceedings 
tranl'mitted them, that the Zemindar who purfues 
the fame method, will need little check on his 
Judgments legarding piopeityj for it will there ^ 
‘apj-ieai an invariable rule, to have every caufe de- ' 

tci mined 
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termined by arbitrators of the panics own cliufing, 
unlels in claims fo obvious as to admit of no coii- 
telt, i’uch as thole ariling on mortgages, &c. or 
tl'iofe of very fmall value, where tlie parties are fo 
indigent as not to be able to pay the fees on the 
arbitration bonds. And when the arbitrators 
happen to be equally divided in their judgments, 
the Zemindar interferes no farther than in nomi- 
nating an umpire, who ihall be acceptable to both 
parties j but if objected to by either, theq each to 
nominate an umpire, and chance to determine j 
but an mftance of this lalt kind has not happened 
fincc I have been in the office. Wherever it ap- 
pears that the Zemindary embezzles the Company’s 
revenues, opprefles the people, or is guilty of cor- 
ruption in his judicial proceedings, our Honour- 
able Mailers have left it to your Honour, &c. the 
redreffiiig thefe evils, by fulpending him from his 
poft j but an appeal from his judgments I do not 
think the nature of the office will admit of, as they 
are put in execution as foon as pronounced ; but 
if your Honour, &c. think otherwife, I (hall moll 
cliearfully fubmit to any orders you ffiall tranfmit 
me on that head. Our Honourable Mailers, by 
ordering an Englilh regifter of the proceedings and 
fines to regularly kept, and from time to time 
to be laid before you, and diredling the alTiftants 
to attend on Cutcherry days, appear to me to have 
been tlie beft checks on th6 Zemindar that could 
have been devifed j to which permit me to recom- 
mend to your Honour, &c. that you iflue an order 
from the board, that no Zemindar in future pre- 
fume to determine any caiife privately at his own 
houfe, but in public Cutcherry, as the contrary 
pradlice may give a latitude to much iniquity. 

3d. Under your Honour’s, &c. uifiuence , and 
orders, the intentions of our Honourable Matters 
as fcc forth in their fecond paragraph, are already 

in 
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in part pwt in execution. The farms have been 
fold at public outcry, agreeable to their inftnjc- 
iions, and the poor are lelieved by remitting fix 
of the lowcft farms, as producing little more to 
the Company than difcredit. The feafon being 
now arrived for me^furing the ground, my utmoft 
care and attention fhall be employed in putting our 
Honourable Mailers orders on that head in execu- 
tion. In conformity to your Honour, &c, orders, 

1 have made the Hriftelb Icrutiny into the fcvera! 
charges of Banians, writers, and other fervants o', 
the Cuttheiiy, under the denomination of Pike., 
Peons, and Buckferries ; alfb the charge of Cn.-v.- 
key Boats ; and for the rediidtion made in th i 
articles, 1 refer you to the fcvcral monthly, accoi. -o 
revenues for July, Augull, September, and - 
ber, ready to be laid before you, as loon as i . 
iiiontlvj of May and June are pafled in counc 
hal^c alfo made the like fcrucuiy into the ' 
charge of icp.'unng the roads, drains, 6c.. "I 
making and repairing the feveral Cutcherry, atid 
ChowKey houfes, the exorbitancy of which will 
bed appear from the future chaiges in thefe par- 
ticulars. And to illuftrate the benefit arifing to 
our Plonourable Plmployers from your orders touch- 
ing the monthly charges Zemindaiy, I beg leave 
to inform your Honour, &c. that I have taken 
the medium of the lad thiee years nominal and 
real current charges of this office, as being the 
lowed, and find it amount to Current Rupees 
79818 per annum : the charge of fervants under 
every clenomination, and Chowkey Boats, Hands 
for October reduced to 1 567 Rupees per menfem, 
(or thereabouts, for it is inipoffiblc to fpecify with- 
in five or ten Rupees) or 18804 Current Rupees 
per annum ; to this 1 will add the large allowance 
of j 200 Rupees per annum, account repairing the 

roads. 



f 206 ] 

roads, &c. and making and tcpaiiing the fcvfia'l 
Ciitchcrnes and Chowkey hovifcs, and otlier uici- 
dental charges j which makes the whole annual 
charges Zemindary amount only to 20,004 K.u- 
pees, from which I think it cannot vary 200 Ru- 
pees. Thus I havfi the pleafure of demonllrating to 
your Honour, &c. an annual faving of near io,ooo 
Rupees^, And if the prefent charge can in any 
fhape, with propriety, be further reduced, my ut- 
moft: endeavours fhall not be wanting. In regani 
to the laft part of this paragraph, and part of the 
third, I have only to oblerve to your Honour, &c. 
for the information of our Honourable Mafters, 
that the Duflutary, or 10 per cent, on the annual 
fale of the farms, from the beft intelligence I can 
acquire, has been exafted from the farmers, (I be- 
lieve with the knowledge of the board) by every 
Zemindar (Mr. Jackfon excepted) as an efta- 
blifhed fee or perqiiifite i but how this cuftomi^j- 
tained, or by what appointment it became efta- 
blilhed, I cannot learn. Be this as it may, it will 
require very few words to demonftrace, the Com* 
pany have fuffered this deduction on their farms 
for thirteen or fourteen years, and that they, and 
not the farmers, have been the lolers. The value 
affixed to each farm has been in Current Rupees ; 
but the Duffiitary colle£l:ed has been always in 
Madrafs Rupees, (the Gunge excepted) which is 
adding 10 per cent, upon the' Dufliitary. This 
article is now brought to the credit of the Com- 
pany, and points out another gain of Current 
Rupees 6457, as per account fales of the farms 
2oth Oftober, already before you. I have only 
to add, that every Cutcherry allowance, fee, and 
perquifite, formerly appropriated to the Zemin- 
dar, are now alfo duly brought to the Company’s 
credit. 
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4tli, Our Honourable Mafleis 5th paragraph 
remains now only to be fpoke to, wherein we are 
dircfteU to tranfmit them a particular defcnption 
of the feveial branches of duty belonging to the 
Zemindary, with the feveral articles of revenue, 
under the infpedtion of the ZemindiU, and explain 
the nature of them. To make this defcnption the 
moie intelligible, I think it expedient to divide the 
whole of the Company’s revenues under three heads, 
vtz. Ground-rent, Farms, and the feveral duties 
ai ifing on articles not farmed, but colledbed daily, 
and anfing from the current tunfaftions of the 
Cutcherry. Touching the firft head, I imagine I 
lhall have occafion to addrefs your Honour, &c. 
largely, when I have complcated the meafurement 
of the ground fo that what I lay bcfoie you now 
on this fubjeft, I take as Handing at prefent on the 
Cutcherry books, and would only have it efteemed 
as a ftioit intioduftion to that peiiod 

The town of Calcutta is divided into four piin- 
opal diftiifts, under the denominations of Dee Cal- 
ivtta (^under which ‘John Negate is included) Go- 
I'mlpoore-, Soota Nutty, and Eozar Calcutta ; to 
each of which, and to the great Bazar, are appro- 
piiated a diftinft Cutcheiry, whofe accounts are 
all tranfmitted to, and center in the great Cut- 
cherry of Dee Calcutta. Thefe four diftiiCls con- 
tain 5472 f Bega of ground, (each containing 20 
Cotta) on which the Company leceive ground-rent 
at 3 Sicca Rupees per Bega per annum, fome few 
places excepted, hereafter to be fpecified, which 
pay a lefs icnt. Exclufive of the above S472f 
liega, the Company poffefs 733 Bega, which pay 
no"giound-icnt. The diftnbution of ground that 
pays rent, and that wlmh pays none, is as fol- 
lows, VI/.. 
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Within the Company’s bounds, there is alio 
)und poiiwred by proprietors, independant of 
r Government, to the amoiint of about 3050 
la, according to the cxaileft eftimatu I can at 
■lent make, viz. 

The 
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The of Simlea - 1000 
Molunga • 2 00 

Mirzapoor 1000 
Hogulcourea 250 
B. 3050 

Thefe 3050 Bega, calculated agreeably to the fore- 
going proportion, will be found to contain 5267 
houfes ; which, added to tliofe under the Com- 
pany’s proteclion, will make the whole amount of 
houfes 14718. I add them together, becaufe they 
equally contiibute to the confumption of thole 
ai tides, on which the Company’s revenues arife. 
The independence of the above four diftiifts aiofc 
fiom the towns originally belonging to differenC 
proprietors i and when the Phirmaund gave us a 
grant to pui chafe thefe towns, with the reftridimi 
of fatisfying the Zemindars, fome of them could 
not be pi evaded upon to alienate theirs ; fo that 
in confequence they have remained diftmft and 
independant ever fince. The proprietors of the 
above 14718 houfes, for diftindtion fake, I will 
call Principal Tenants, or Holders of Pottas j 
who have again their lodgers or under-tenants, 
within the limits of their refpeftive Pottas, in the 
following proportion on an average, agreeably to 
the exa&eft judgment I can make, as well as the 
bed information I have acquired, viz. each piinci- 
jial Polta-holder, who pofl'elTes i Bega of ground, _ 
lus five under-tenants who hold of him ; there- 
fore, adding the 3050 Bega contained in the four, 
independant towns, to the 547Z Bega, the pro- 
perty of the Company, the whole amount of Bega’s 
will be 8522 , and this again multiplied by fix, 
will give the number of houfes that are properly m 
Calcutta, viz. 51 132; and this fum again tnulti- 
plicd by 8, a very moderate edimate of the inha- 
bitants contained in each houfe, it gives the num- 
ber of ibuls, m Calcutta, viz. 4O9O56 conftant in- 
P habitants, 
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habiLiiiLs, withoui icckonin^ thcinukiituk u .ilv 
LOinc m .mJ ictuin, but yet who add to thi. lon- 
lumpLioa of the place, i will rioublc your i lo- 
nour, &:c, at pf dent on thu's lubjcil:!, no fairhci 
than jufb t(j reduce the Uega into l'’.nt>,liih nieafiue, 
and point out to our Honourable Mallei s tlic i \- 
tent of giound they polfcls m this fettlenicnt. 'I'hc 
Uega is in length 126 i feet, which, inuluphcd 
into itlclf, gives 16,002 fquaic feet m a Jlju.iie 
liegas an acre contains fquaic feet 4j.-i0o : there- 
fore a Bega is to an Acre, as 307 to 1000, or a'? 
II to 30 the ncarell. 

5th. The farms Come next uiidei cotifidei arion ; 
and firll of the Gunge, or Mondy Bu'/.ai, fiuuiKtl 
in the dillnct of GovinJpoore. Toucliin;’, this 
aiticle, 1 can obtain no accounts prior to the year 
1738, all preceding accounts of it bring (as I am 
told) dellroycd in the great tlorra. This larm hao 
produced to the Company, fincc it was firft farmed, 
as follows, I'iz. 


A" 17'’, S — 6i;oi 

Eroughc foiwanl, Rs. 62641 

1710 — tijOi 

17*16 — 13201 

i;io — yosj 

17 f7 1700Z 

J7H — 663J 

i 7 *|li — iiS;o3 

j- — Oci,<; 

17 r; ^ 1 ^ 01 - 

I 7 |j — 

1/^0 lOlOQ 

17++ — S.,1-0 

1 ^ ^ I — ' 1 'UIO 

17 fj —112^.0 

1 /J 2 — 227 JO 

62641 

Cuitent R9* i( 


————— 1 1 jur 

atiii. 

The levcral auicles on which a duty is collected 
at the Gtingr, aie, kne, Paddy, (liam, and all 
other kinds ol Grain j a-, alfo 011 Tobacco, Gee, 
JMatts, J'oultry, Bay Jxaves, 'I’liread, Becds, 
Cloth, Oil, Gunnys, Copofs, Seeds, Beatlenuc 
cxpoited : in fliorc, on evciy article that comes 
ivirhin the dcnominaiion of common food, or the 
common nccciraries of liie, U'hc duty coiledetl 

by 
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by thcFnrmer of the Gunge on Rice, at r MaanJ 
per Rupee, is the nearefl: 8 per cent, and on every 
other ai title 3 Pices Sicca per Rupee, or i Rupee 
5) Annaes per cent. Concerning this farm, I lhall 
trouble your Honour, Sic, with nothing moie 
here, as I fliall again Ipcak to it in fome genet al 
remarks on the farms, after I have paiticulaiized 
each of them, to which I lhall now pioceed m the 
order of their fales the 20th of Oflober laft. 


(jth. Soota Nutty Market, and Suba Buzar, 
liiive yielded, fince they were firft faimed, as fol- 
lows, viz. 


A® 1738 

— 35°+ 

Brought forward, Rs. 

30115 


— sjSg 

1746 — 

' 4t72 

17^0 

— ,3397 

1747 — 

4370 

1741 

— 4012 

1748 — 

4422 

1742 

3532 

>749 — 

4599 

>743 

— 3738 

1750 — 

4B49 

>7H- 

— 3991 

1751 — 

50:0 

>7+5 

— 4332 

1752 — 

7510 


3oi>s 

Current Rs 

65037 


Medium 


pej ann 
4835 I2|. 


Soota Nutta Maiket is held twice a Week, viz. 
on Thurfdays and Sundays, on which a duty is 


collc£led by the Farmer, 
Retailers of Cowrees 
Cotton Thread 
Apothecaries Shops 


Oil - ditto 
Hard-ware ditto 

Tyar - ditto 

Milk - ditto 

Jaggiee - ditto 

Sweetmeat ditto 

Smiths - ditto 

Silveiinfith ditto 

Beetle - ditto 

P 


viz. 

Chlnam - Shops 
Tobacco - ditto 
Fire-wood ditto 
Straw 
Matts 
Bamboos 
Brazieis Shops 
Beetlcnuc ditto 
Giecns 
Supar-canes 
Plantien Shops 
Tamarind ditto 
2 . CucumJ 
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Ciicumbci’s Shops Sjlt • Shops 

Fiflimongeis Cloth - ditto 

Trees Rice - ditto 

Roaflecl Rice Shops Vonilbn - ditto 


TV' ea vers - ditto Shoe-makrrs ditto 

Pottcis - ditto Paddy. 

I'hefe levcral articles have an cftablillicd cliargc 
or rate, from one Gunda of Cowiies to 6 Piuul 
j)fr diem, on each Ihop, bundle, bag, or piece, 
according to the difFeient value and Ijiccies ot 
goods. 

Gram, Tim ported fiom Ilonghlcy, and 

Horfe ditto, / other places up the River, 
Miiftard Seed, f pays 6 Gundas of Cowrccs 
Wheat, J on each Rupee. 

Oil, Ghee, Gram, Wheat, See. imported fiorn 
Aiung Gotta, c.ich boat g Madrafs Rupees. 
Gram imported from the countiy round, pays 6 
Pice on each Sicca Rupee, or 3 R. 2 per cent. 

Sugar, on each Bag, - 3 Annacs, 

Ghee, on each Dupper, - 6 Ditto, 

Hoiicj", on each Ditto, - 2 Ditto. 

Coarfe Ps. goods pay a duty from 4 to 1 5 Gun- 
tlas on each piece. Rice letailcrs pay 15 Chitants, 
or of a Seer, on each Rupee worth. 

I have been the more particular on this market, 
that I may not be under the neceffity of fpccifying 
fo minutely the articles on which the duty is col- 
lefted 111 tJic other maikets and bazars, as they arc 
nearly the fame ; and the fame eftimation of duty 
will in geneial hold with vciy little difference i 
only, for the information of fuch of oui Honour- 
able IMafters as have not been converfant with thcTe 
parts, I will add, that a Gunda is 4 Cowrecs, 20 
Gundas I Fund, i 5 Punds i Cowand, and 2 
Cowands to, 12, or 13 Punds, (according to tlie 
value of Cowiees) make one Rupee Arcot. Soot.i 

Isutty 
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Nutty market, and Suba Bazar, have been gene- 
rally held by the fame perfon, a« the one may be 
called the key to the other: and if jn different 
hands, would occadon endlefs dilputes j the arti- 
cles on which a duty is colledted in Suba Bazar aie 
nearly the fame as in the market, though in a lei's 
quantity, and in more retail way. 

yth. Connedted with the foregoing Maiket and 
Bazar, ai e the following feven fai ms , for they 
have been generally, for the above reafons, held 
by the fame perfon, as being all in the diflridt of 
Sooty Nutty, though fold feparately, and now in 
one lot; VIZ. Baag Bazar Market, Baag Bazar, 
Charles Bazar Market, Charles Bazar, Doobapar- 
tah Bazar, Hautcolla Bazar, and Soota Nutty’s 
burthened oxen. Thefe diffcient Markets and 
Bazars have produced, from their being fiift 
farmed, as follows, viz. 


A'’ 1738 — 1255 Brought iorwaJ'tJ, R®- 11389 


1739 — • 3 f >4 

1746 1560 


1740 — i;89 

1747 — 1519 


17+1 — “527 

1748 1612 


I74Z 1891 

1749 _ 1697 


17+3 — >84; 

1750 — 173a 


174+ — 1S79 

1751 — 1761 


1745 — *939 

1752 2001 


- 11389 

CuirentRs 23271 

Medium 
1551 6 4 
per atm. 

The duties levied 

in thefe Bazars and Markets, as 


well as the ai tides on which they are levied, fo 
nearly refemble thofe already fpecified, that it is 
needlefs troubling your Honour, &c. with the 
particulars. Soota Nutty’s Kooi a Pacha, oi bur- 
dened Oxen, is levied as follows : 

Every tenant who keeps oxen, to convey mer- 
chandize out and into the town, pays the 
farmer, 8 a. 6 p. per each oxen per annum ; 
With thefe exceptions, that thofe employed in 
P 3 the 
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the Sak TraiV pay onl / fT A fl F’ pri aiiiHriii 
each; and lliole cmpl<i\cd to iiiip,)it ,vial c::- 
po;c Meal, to pay only j Ainaui Sin a uaih, 
pci annum. 

Sih. The Great Bazar, under the dilli ift ol'Pce 
Calcutta, IS iaimed out la three partitions, (Iuil 
gepcrally held by the lame pcilbii) iinukT the luads 
of, fitft, Jow Bazary, or duty on puens, lilh, 
roots, pans, fee. common ncccllaiics of Iile, as to 
food and utenfils. zdly. Iron, gee, lligai, bcalc- 
nut, &c. merchandize. And jtlly, the duty 0“ 
Koyally or joiddary. The fiilt of theie is 1 aimed 
in iSovember with the red oL the lainis, but tlii- 
2d and 3d in Apiil. Tlic Jow Hazaiy hasi pu> 
duced, fince it was firft fanned, viz. 


J 7^8 — 

1650 

Diounhc R 

'■ Iitki 


2 r 2 (jl 

i-|6 

— '>«>■ 

j 'p — 

1 1 

‘/17 

- 

1741 — 

17(1^7 

171a 

— 2a«5 

174 Z — 


iri 9 

— 2 1 Cl 

1745 — 


1750 

— 2400 

— 

2007 

1731 

— ^ 


2 -,07 

1753 

0 

Crs 

1 


15536 CuiicntRi. "(irifji Mi'diiim 

3?c'l I 

per .‘inn. 

The duties collculeJ by ilic farmri on the above 
mentioned articles aic nearly in the lame piopoi- 
tjon as fpecificd m my fixth paragr.tp.h. 

9th. The 2(1 partition of the Gr .nr lla'/ar is the 
duty on non, gee, fuoar, iJ.c. the h'tc.ih foi which, as 
well as loi the Jouldary, does nor t'\[ii'e till Apnl 
next. This farm has prodiKetl, iii;ce it was full 
farmed, as follows, viz. 


1730 — 1 im 

Brought Ibj ward, Rs, 




1742 -- 

12^-0 

0 

17 H 3 — u^o 

irn — 

1 ] 


41741 — IJ50 


J2C0 



<156^ C.sr. fo^waid Ciir. Rs. SiOS 
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Blouj»ht Ttirw. R*?. 8 168 Brought forward, Rs* ‘1352^5 

“ 1320 1749 — 1367 

17^6 ^ 1347 1750 — 1662 

l 7^7 “ 1 H 5 >751 — 2100 

17^8 — 1345 >752 — 2100 


13525 Current Rs. 2075^ Mediurltf 

13839 7 

per dfin. 

R, A. P. 

Iron pays a duty of 1 15 3 both when imported & exp, 
BalLiforeftonedilhcspay l 6 00 per 100 dilhea. 

Ditto, ditfo, cups, 8 00 per loo cups. 

Beetleniit paysaduty of l 15 3 percent, both imports & exp. 

Pepper, Copper, Tootenague, Lead, Dammer, 
Cotch, Chanks, pay a duty of 2 per cent, on im- 
ports and exports. 

Sugar pays 4 Annacs, per each Oxen Load of 
2 Bags. 

Gee pays 8 Annaes, 6 Funds per each O^cen 
Load. 

Honey, Wheat, and Wax, 2 per cent, on im- 
poits and expoits. 

Oil and Jaggree, 2 Seer per each Oxen Load, 
and 5 Fund for each Ox. 

Ophiricn, 2 per cent 

Rice and Gram mjported, 2 Seers, 8 Chittack, 
per each Oxen Load. 

Ditto, Ditto, exported, i Seer, 4 Chittack, per 
Rupee. 

Gram, imported, pays 6 Funds, i Cowrie, per 
Rupee. 

Turmerick, Ginger, Sandle Wood, Red Lead, 
Long Pepper, Saltpetre, Lack, Gunnys, &c. fun- 
di ics, pay a duty 2 per cent. 

Tobacco imported, pay 2 Annaes, 3 Ps. per 
Oxen Load. 

Ditto, exported, 2 per cent, and 2 Funds of 
Cowiies for each Ox. 

V 4 Brafi 
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Biafs plates pay a duty of S Annaes per Maund, 
on both imports aJid exports. 


loth. The third paitition of tlic Great Buzar, 
f^med in tlie month of April, is the Joiildiiry, or 
Weighman’s duty, of i Scer 4. Chittacks, per 
Rupee, levied on all Rice, Paddy, Gram, Wheat, 
&:c. Grain imported in the Great Buzar. This 
duty has produced to the Company, fince the firfl. 
farming, viz. 


A" I7s8 

1739 — 717 

1 74^ — 710 
*741 — 731 
17+2 — 1108 

1743 — 700 

1744 — 1’'36 

1745 — 11 


forward, Rs 6873 
i7|6 — ii6|. 

1747 — 1164 

1748 — 1180 

1749 — 1219 

1750 ^ 133:^ 
175* — 1900 
1752 — 1900 


7^6 Brought 


6B75 Current Rs 16737 Medium 

1115 It z 
pur ann. 

nth. Govindpoore Market^ Beggum Bnzar^ and 
Gojiollob Bazar, are fuld in one lot, and*have been 
generally held by the fame perfonj as lying nearly 
contiguous to each other, I'hey have produced to 
thi Company, fince their being firft farmed, as 
follows, viz- 


<739 


^gz Brought forward* Rs 0006 
— 1^-58 1746 — 1567 


1740 — ij;o 

1741 1096 

1742 iiq 6 

*743 — 

1744 — 1468 

*745 — *56B 
9906 


1747 — 1708 

1748 — i86s 

1749 ^ 2048 

1750 ^ 2100 

1751 — 1905 

1752 ^ 2305 


Current Rj 23407 


Medium 
1560 6 4 


Govindpoore Market is held twice in a week, 
47Z. on Tuefdays and Saturdays i and the articles 

on 
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on which a duty is levied by the Farmer are nearly 
the fame as in Soota Nutty Market , the dtuies 
from 4 Gundas to 6 P. 10 G. on each piece, 
bundle, balket, 01 Ihop, per diem, according to 
the diffeient value, confumption, or eftimatioii of 
the goods. 


1 2th, Loll Biizar, and Soilofe Biizr; , fituatc in 
the diflnft of Dee Calcutta, have yielded to the 
Company ■, viz. 


173S 1581 Brought forward, Rs 

1)823 


>739 — >780 

1746 — 

1635 


1740 — 1857 

> 7+7 — 

1560 


l/.j-l — 1640 

1748 - 

1720 


1742 — 1792 

>749 — 

1840 


1743 — 2255 

1750 — 

2000 


1744 — 2253 

1751 — 

2090 


1745 ' i66o 

1752 — 

185s 


14823 

Cuiicnt n.s 

27523 

Medium 



1S34 12 9 
per ann. 


The articles and duties neaily the fame as already 
particulariaed in the othet Bazars. 


igth, Nimmuch MohttU ot the Salt Barm, fituated 
in Sooty Nutty, has produced, fmee it was firft 
farmed : vtz. 


1738 — 316 

Drought forward, Rs 10498 

1739 — 607 

1746 — 19J0 

1740 — 723 

17 17 — 2001 

1741 — I05[ 

1748 — 2025 

1742 — 1651 

1749 2100 

1743 — 1825 

1750 2400 

1744 — 1825 

175, _ 4030 

174s — 1900 

1752 — 5150 

10498 

Current R«! 30104 Medium 


— — — - — 2006 1+ II. 

The duty levied on Salt imported and exported, 
at 3 Pice Sicca per Rupee, or 3 Rupees 2 
Annaes per Cent. 

JoulJary, 
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fovldary, or Weighman, 6 Aniues Sicca pci 
Maiind. 

On Oxen employed in this fei vice, i Rupee per 
20 Oxen. 

Retailers of Salt pays 2 Annaes Sicca per C 
Maund. 

There is an exemption on all Salt imported on 
account of Cojar Wazeicl, who pays only i 
Rupee per -S Maund, botli on Salt imported, 
and exported. 

The whole duty levied on Salt amounts to 3 
Rupees 15 Annaes per cent. 


i4Lh, Dee Cakntfa'^ A'larkei, and the Duty on 
the Loads, and Salt in Balkcts, have produced, 
iince It was firfl: farmed ; ‘viz. 


A<j 173B _ J78 

*739 — 577 

1740 — 605 

1741 — 605 

1742 — 412 

*743 — ?oo 
*744 — 475 
*745 7°° 


Brought foin ard, 
1746 

*7d7 

174S 

*749 

*750 

*75* 

*752 


Rs 4652 

— S'3 

— 597 

— 64s 

— 682 

— 70J 

— ys 

— £dzo 


4652 Current Rs 9130 Medium 

60S IQ 3 

Dee Calcutta Market is held in the Chourangey 
Road, leading to Collcgot. Articles and Duties 
as in other Maikets akeady fpecified. I'he duty 
on the Roads had its rife on this occafion : Collegot 
Market and Govindpooie Market being held both 
on a Saturday* numbers of the tenants reforting to 
Collegot Market, to the injury of that at Govjnd- 
poore. It was found neceflaiy to check this refort, or 
counterbalance it, by levying a tax on every article 
impoited from Collegot, in proportion to that levied 
on the fame articles at Govindpoore Market. The 
Duty on Salt imported m balkcts on C6oleys heads. 
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IS 7 G -I of Cowries, and one handful of Salt ; and 
when icfold or exported, it pays a duty to tho 
Salt Faim, of 3 Picc Sicca, per Rupee. 


i/;ch, SamBuzar, New Btizar^ bothfiiuatcd 
in Dee Calcutta, and now thiown into one lot, 
have pi educed to the Company, hnce they were 
finl farmed, as follows ^ viz. 


A*) i7'',S — 1337 Erought forward, Rs 13304 


> 7’9 — >340 
>7‘! ' — >?9I 
17*1 1 — i-r; 

1742 — 1450 

17)3 — iK 3 

>:4-l — If'93 
17 -ii — =^ 7 I 


> 71 ^ — 2333 
>747 — n 
1748 — 2)83 

>7*19 — 2483 

1750 — 2833 

173:1 — 4600 

>752 — 4500 


13304 Current Rs 3 igzo Medium 

■ 232S Ann. 


1 6th, j'o!>nBuzai\Tin(S.Bf:-ihoUaBt<z(ir, fiLiutcd 
in Dee Cahutta, and fiom then ntiphbouihood, 
united in one farm, havepioduceJ as follows, viz. 


>719 — 57:7 
>74° — 570 
>74> — 576 
>742 — S 7<5 
>743 — S77 
>744 — S77 
>74? — S77 


Eiought foi .vaid, Rs 4586 

1746 — 600 

1747 — 60Z 

1748 — 725 

i74g — 624 
— ^32^ 

1751 — 1121 

1752 — 1836 


Current Rs 11421 Medium 
761 6 4 

Articles nnd Duties as in otlicr Bazais. 


[;th, Glofs-Makers ^ axm has produced, fince it 
fiill fauncdi as follows 5 vtZn 





3 S — 142 


— MO 
740 — 287 
74 1 — 47S 


742 2 ZO 

M 3 — S' 6 
M 4 — 396 
-45 — 4?o 
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Biou'^ht fojwaidj Rs 

259 S 

1746 — 

3 So 

1747 — 

3 S 0 

174 S — 

400 

1749 — 

4 ro 

z'' 5 u — 

500 

t 75 i — 

5^0 

1752 — 

S 63 


Z55S Current Ri 607 ’ Medium 

— 404 13 10. 

3 the Farmer is giatited the folc light of manu- 
ring this Article; andwhocvci is proved to fet 
ly Slop, or otherwife , interfere m it, without 
ccnce, is liable to fine and impiifonmi.nt. 


th, Tlie VerwiUon-Farni has produced, fince 
s firlt farmed, as follows, viz. 


3S 

— 225 

Brought forward, 

Rs 

'775 

39 

— 200 

1746 

— 

225 

^0 

— 225 

•747 

— 

225 


— 225 

1748 

■— 

zoo 


225 

•749 

— 

200 

+3 

— 225 

1750 

— 

200 


— 225 

•751 

— 

200 

>5 

— 225 

1752 


900 


•775 

Current 

Rff 

3925 Medium 


S 23 I, 


le foie • mannfafturing this Article is alfo 
‘d to the Farmer, as above. 


h. The Cmlker's Farm has produced, fince 
firft- farmed, as follows, viz. 


S — S63 

B 4 ought forward, Rs 7691 

9 — 864 

3746 — 800 

0 — 991 

1747 — Sop 

I — 991 

1748 — 800 

2 — 991 

1749 ^ 500 

3 — JIOO 

'750 — 500 

4 — 99< 

J731 — 52f 

5 — 

1752 — 730 

7691 

Current Rs 12346 


Medium 
823 1. 
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The right of exerdfing the Ship- Can liter’s bu(i- 
riefs isfoldy invelled in the Farmer, who grves his 
licence to the Workeis, and leceives a Hated tax 
fiom them of i Fund of Cowries per diem, and 
10 Gundas on each Rupee their labour produces, 

20th. The Tobacco Shops were not farmed till the 


year 1740, fmee when they have yielded as 

follows. 

VIZ . 

A® 1J40 — 150 

Brought folwatd, Rs 

iodS 


1741 — 143 

1747 -- 

143 


1742 — 143 

174S — 

143 


»743 — '43 

1749 — 

123 


1744 — 143 

J7S0 — 

148 


>745 — >43 

1751 — 

123 


1008 

1752 — 

200 


* 

Cmrent Rs i88S 

Medium 


izj 13 6 


The Farmer has the foie right of vending tliis 
article in the Bazars, and no fliop can fell it that 
is not licenfed by him. 


2 ill. Bang Shop's Farm has produced, fince it 
was firll: faimed, as follows, viz. 

A® 1738 — • iioi Bi ought forward, Rs 1274a 

1739 ““ *101 *746 

1740 — 1521 1747 

1741 — 1599 1748 


17^2 — 1700 


1743 — 

1744 — 


1980 

1843 


174s — 1900 


1749 

1750 

175* 

1752 


1900 

1900 

1700 

1700 

1700 

1725 

1730 


12742 Current R? 2 j 397 Medium 

■ " 1675 2 I An, 

This farm is condufted on the reftri£tions with 
the Tobacco Shops. 


2?d, The Farm of the Cheji-Mahrs commenced 
nor till the year 1748, and has yielded as follows, 

3 
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1 &« 

17 

1750 

1751 

175a 

CuifentR 3 327 Mediimi p T 
— — Ann. 65 (3 4 

Every perfon employed in this bufinefs, is in the 
firvice of the Farmer, or works by his licenfe. 

23d. The Red-Lead Farm has fubfifled only 
Bnce 1746. The article of Lapis Tutiae is now, 
for the firft time, added to it , the Farm of the 
Red-Lead has produced, fince it was firft farmed, 
as follows, VIZ. 


A°, 1746 — — — 201 

1747 — — — 201 

1748 — — — 251 

1749 — — 1,21 

1750 — — _ 121 

1751 — — ^ 130 

i75i — — — 245 


CuirentRs 1270 Mediam per 

— Ann, 181 6 10 

The foie right of this Manufafturc is appropriated 
to the Farmer, nor can any one engage in it with- 
out his' licence, for which he receives 2 Rupees per 
Menfem for each Furnace. 

24th. The Bammur and Oakum was firft farmed 
in the year 1746, and has pioduced, iitz. 


A“ 17^5 

— 

— 

— 

336 

1746 

— 

— 

— 

xjoo 

1747 

— 

— 

— 

474 

1748 

' 


— 

436 

1749 

— 


— 

500 

1750 

— 

— 


540 

I 7 SI 

— 

— 

— 

6So 

1752 


— 

— 

940 


Current Rs 4256 Medium per 
Aun, 523 
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The foie right foi vending thefe articles h in- 
Vefted in the Fnniieij cUid none can deal ni thcni, 
without his licence. 


25th. Dec Cahiitta and Govvtdpoore^s burdened 
oxen liave proJucedj fincc it was firft farmedp 
follows, 


Pl° 1-^S — 
1 / 3 ^ — 
17+0 — 

1741 — 
17^2 — 
*743 — 
»741 — 

* 7^3 — 


192 

nj- 

192 

175 

220 

220 

250 


Erou^ht forward. Rupees 

1716 — 270 

>717 — 

17+8 — z<o 
1 740 — 300 

>750 — 3 SO 

17111 — lys 

> 75 ^ — 575 


1554 Cuirent Rupees 3&71 Medium 

244 n s 

Every perfon who keeps oxen for burden, with- 
in the dillridts of Dec Calcutta, and Govindpoore, 
pays annually a tax to the fanner, rd fix An- 
naes each. 


z6ch. Bee Calcutta and Bazar CahuUa'& teiiy- 
boacs have pioduccd, fince it was fulf farmed, as 
follows, wz. 


153 BrooghtfoiA-ard, Rupees 1237 
1746 — 15; 


A" 1738 

17J9 — >54 
1740 — 155 

>74» — >55 
>74z — >55 
>743 — >55 
>744 — >5‘ 
>745 — >55 


>747 — 

'SS 

174S — 

>55 

1749 — 

>55 

> 75 ° — 

168 

>75 > — 

164 

1752 — 

>05 


1233 CuTent Rupees azgi Medium 

igj 10 8 

The farmer of the ferry-boats of Dee Calcutta 
and Bazar Calcutta receives, 

For each palTenger, four Gundas of Cowries. 

For 
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For each baflcet of greens, See. ten Gundas, 
For each cow, calf, horfe, &c. one Fund. 


27th. ’Fin-Work farm has produced, fince it was 
nrft farmed, as follows, viz. 


A® 1738 — 6+ 

17^9 — 70 

1740 — 72 

1741 — 72 
174Z — 7? 

17+3 — S6 

171+ — 59 
2745 — 49 


Brought forward. Rupees 517 
1746 — 56 

17-1-7 — 65 

1748 — 66 

1749 — 42 

175° — 59 

1751 — 42 

1752 — ijo 


517 Current Rupees 997 Medium 

66 7 5 

The mannfadturing and vending all fire-woiks 
aie invc/lcd in the farmer, who gives his licence to 
otheis, on receiving a confideration fatisfaflory to 
the parcies. 

28th. Connefted with Suba Bazar, were two 
fmall Bazars, the one fituate at Harry Naut Du- 
wan’s flairs, and the other at Patrea Got, or the 
Stone flairs i thefe were always the peiquifite of 
the Zemindar's Banian, and produced annually to 
the Company from 95 to 99 Rupees ; they have 
now, by your Honour, &c’s permiflion, been 
thrown into one faim, under the title of Ram 
Bazar, and produced, the 20th of Odlobcr, 510 
Rupees for the prefenc year. 

29. The duty on chinam and timbers imported, 
is now, for the firft time, by your' permiflion, 
farmed out, on reprefenration of the fiauds com- 
muted by the colledors of this duty, (vide pio- 
ceedings Zemindary, under date the Sch inflant) 
it has fold this year for Cuirent Rupees 4157, 
more than double what has ever, been bi ought to 
credit. The farmer levies two per cent, on all 
chinam and timbers imported. 

30th. The 
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Joth. Th6 purchafing and vending old iron, 
tea-cattys, and old nails, was firfl faimed Anno 
1 7^1, for Rupees 6o ; its pattah cxpiied the firft 
inftanc, and then fold for Rupees 565- 

I have now gone through the feveral branches 
of the Revenues, contained under my fecond head 
of the farms, and beg leave to lay before your 
Honoui, 6ic. at one view, in what degree they 
have increafed, fiom the year 1738. 

Anno 1738 — , — — 22865 

1739 — — — 2+236 

>74° — “ — 27495 

1741 — — — 26143 

1742 — — — 26196 

1743 — — — 40222 

174+ — — — 315+7 

1745 — — — 3576+ 

1746 — — — 36721 

747 — — — 41154 

174S •— — — 43120 

1740 — — — 39166 

1750 — — — 37666 

1751 _ _ _ 449^1 

,752 _ _ — 60599 

And fuppofing the remaining two partitions of 
the great Bazar lell in Apiil next for 5000 (which 
is the leaft I will fuppofe) your Honour, &c. will 
have the pleafure of feeing the farms under your 
inhuettce produce 65599 Rupees, a further gain 
to our Honourable Matters (for this year at leaft) 
of 20658. We fee above, the farms, fince 1738 
to 1751 inclufivc, have increafed (within a trifle) 
in a duplicate proportion ; and how the net balance 
of the revenues annually paid into the treafury will 
anfwer this propoition, is a circumftance I will 
beg leave to difeufs, when I have gone through 
my third head of thole articles not farmed out, 
arifing from the current tranfaftions of the Cut- 
cherry. 

Q. 


1 


gad. The 
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32cl, The third head of the revenues confifts in 
the following articles, viz. 

1. Duty on piece goods. 

2. Fines. 

3. Etlack. 

4. Sale of boats and (loops. 

5. Sale of flaves. 

6. Pottahs. 

7. Arbitration bonds. 

8. Cotnmiinons on recovery of debts. 

9. General releafes. 

' 10. Mortgage bonds. 

11. Marriages. 

12. Ruffcy Sallamy. 

13. Sallamy on floops. 

14. Mooiiannoes. 

15. Duty on exportation of liquors. 

16. Licence for a tieat. 

17. Order for beat of drum. 

18. Duty on exportation of rice. 

All which I fhall explain to your Honour, &c. 
as diftindtly as polTibly I can : as there is not one 
of them, in which there has not been manifeftly 
very confiderable frauds committed by fome body 
or other; and muft unavoidably be fo, without 
the utmoft vigilance of the Zemindar. 

33d. The Company levy a duty of two per 
cent. OR all piece-goods fold in the Bazars, whicli 
arc not imported under their duftick. To point 
out the frauds committed by the colleftors of this 
duty, I (hall take the pioduce ariling from May 
1749, to April 1752, as they exceed former 
credits. 


'Abstbaci* 
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Abstract of the duty on Piece-Goods, as taken 
from Account Revenues, 


1749. 

— 

— 

75 

0 

0 

June 

— 


75 

0 

0 

July 

— 

— 

35 

0 

0 

Auguft 

— 

— 

52 

0 

9 

September 

— 

— 

35 

>5 

3 

October 


— 

7 * 

8 

3 

November 


— 

>74 

11 

6 

December 

— 

— 

116 

3 

6 

J750. January 

— 

— 

35 

H 

9 

February 

— 


77 

0 

6 

March 

— 


40 

It 

0 

April 

— 

— 

163 

7 

6 






■ 


1750. May 

— 

— 

Z1 

8 

0 

June 

— 

— 

77 

3 

0 

July 

— 

— 

30 

2 

9 

Auguft 


— 

3> 

2 

9 

September 

— 

— ■ 

59 

7 

3 

October 


— 

75 

10 

0 

November 

— 

— 

171 

5 

6 

December 



44 

9 

6 

1751. January 

— 

— 

66 

11 

9 

February 

— 

— 

43 

3 

0 

March 

— 

— 

60 

1 1 

6 

April 

— 

— 

270 

7 

0 



m 


— 

— 951 >9 3 






1904 8 3 

1751. May 



27 

3 

9 

June 


mmm 

33 

10 

0 

Uy , 


— 

28 

*5 

9 

Aiagult 


p— 

33 

H 

Q 

September 

— 

— 

55 

4 

9 

Oftober 


— 

85 

8 

3 

November 

— 

— 

175 

5 

6 

December 

— 

— 

45 

>4 

6 

1752, January 

— 

— 

76 

12 

6 

February 

— 


40 

6 

3 

March 


— 

515 

5 

6 

April 

— 

— 

275 

3 

6 

^ , A _ 


934 ^ 3 


Current Rupees Z839 o 6 
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By tfte above abftra<ft from tlie monthly account 
revenues, we obferve only 2812 o 6 brought 
to credit in tliree years ; whereas, in the laft five 
months there has been collected and brought to 
credit 1127 12 3; and I am not free from fuC- 
picion of fbme frauds yet in this duty, notwith- 
ftanding the ftrifteft eye I have been able to keep 
on thofe intrufted with the levying it. 

Anno 1752. July — “• 58 9 9 

Auguft —■ — ZJ2 n 9 

September — — igi 10 3 

Oftober — — ' 321 5 3 

November — — 303 7 3 

Corrent Rupees 1127 12 3 


34th. The article of fines is a very impoitant 
one in the Company’s revenues, if duly bi ought to 
their credit , this method of punifhing, as well as 
the la(h, is fo eflcntial a one, in the nature of the 
country government, that there would be no order 
or rule prefer, ved ^mongft the natives without them. 
The original infritution of fines in all countries 
was doub^clefs with a defign of correfting the man- 
ners of the people ; of being a check on fuch kind 
of, rogueries as did not require the laih or other 
corporal punifhments ; and confequently, of being 
a defence to the property of honefl: men : but I am 
forry to fay, I have too much rcafon to think thefe 
intentions have been kept very little in view j and 
a power afliimed to inflift fines, and opprefs the 
people, where by no means it ought to have been 
allowed j and which has been railed from motives 
much worfe, and applied to bafer ufes, than were 
the crimes for wluch it was impoled. Your Ho- 
nour, &c. have had fome iiillances of this kind hid 
before you ; and I do not want materials to point 
out many more to you j but to what end ? The 
jtwture of this blanch of xhc revenues will not ad- 
mit 
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niit of an annual eftimace to be made on it, with 
any degree of exactnefs, as will, pretty nearly, the 
foregoing article of piece-goods ; whofe yearly im- 
poits, I believe, do not vary greatly. However, 
I lhall lay befoie your Honour, fi:c. the produce 
anfing on this article, from May 1746, to April 
1751, inclufive. 

Abstract of Fines, as taken from the monthly 
Account Revenues, %iz. 


1746. 

May 

— 

— 

157 

5 

0 


June 

— 

— 



0 


July 

— 

— 

27 

10 

3 


Auguft 

— 

— 

1 n6 

I 

3 


Sepcerober 

oAober 



146 

97 

2 

IX 

0 

0 


November 

— 

— 

S 

2 

5 


December 

— 

— 

10 

4 

3 

*747 

January 

— 

— 

0 

0 

0 

t'ebruary 

— 

— 

22 

7 

9 


MarcU 

— 

— 


4 

9 


April 

— 

— 

47 

3 

6 


May 

_ 

— 

349 

4 

3 


June 

— 

— 

232 

0 

0 


July 

— 

— 

J03 

1 

Q 


Auguft 

— 

' — 

97 

15 

S 


Sepcember 


— 

58 

12 

6 


O^ober 

— 

— 

132 

10 

9 


November 

— 

— 

131 

11 

6 


December 

— 

— 

JOO 

a 

3 

*748- 

January 

— 

— 

10 

I 

9 

February 


— 

3* 

4 

3 


March 

— 

*— 

0 

0 

0 


April 

— 


0 

0 

0 


1S20 3 o 


1347 5 6 


3047 


8 6 


0.3 
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Brought forward. Rupees 3047 8 6 
1174.8. May — — 151 10 < 

June 338 13 

33 9 
52 11 
45 8 
141 13 


July 

Auguft — — 
September ^ — 
October — — 
November 
December 
1749. January 
Fcbruaiy 
March 
April 

May 
Tune 
July 
Auguft 


December 
1750. January 
February 
March 
Ayiii 


May 

June 

July 

Auguft 
Septembei 
October 
November 
December 
J75I. January 
February 
March 
April 


6 

o 

o 

9 

9 

9 


— 

— 

109 11 

0 


— 

IZZ 

4 

9 


— 

25 

8 

3 

— 

— 

109 

6 

9 

— 

— 

10 

2 

0 

— 

— 

37 

3 

9 

— 

— ‘ 

173 

7 

9 

— 

— 

59 

0 

? 

^ — 

— 

33 

12 

0 


— 

141 

2 

0 

— 

— 

102 

10 

6 

— 

— 

114 

'S 

0 

— 

— 

15 ^ 


9 

— 

— 

10 

13 

6 

— 

— 

2S 

7 

0 

— 

— 

222 

z 

6 

— 

— 

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

36 

2 

6 



7 

I 

0 

— 

— 

0 

0 

0 



0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

60 

9 

i 

— 


6 

1 

9 

— • 

— 

112 

3 

9 

— 

— 

SO 

It 

0 

— 

— 

0 

Q 

Q 

— 

— 

8 

0 

3 

— 

— 

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

iS 

2 

0 

— 

— 

137 

12 

3 


1178 7 3 


jo6z 9 9 

51S8 9 6 


400 9 g 


5588 18 9 
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Brought forward. Rupees 
1751. May _ 36 II 

3 

June 

— 

— 

73 

7 

6 

July 

— 

— 

18 

12 

9 

Auguft 

— 

— 

80 

1 

6 

September 

— 

— 

409 

15 

0 

Oclobcr 

— 


197 

0 

0 

November 

— 

— 

201 

6 

6 

December 

— 

- — 

92 

6 

3 

1752. Januajy 

— 

— 

37 

1 

9 

February 

— 

— 

6 

7 

6 

March 

— 

— 

132 

12 

3 

April 


— 

917 

9 

3 


2203 II 6 


Current Rupees 7892 14 3 


By the foregoing abftradt, there appears to be 
fines brought to credit m the account revenues, 
current Rupees, 7892 14 6, in the fpace of fix 
years. I will fubmit it to your Honour, what 
proportion chis bears to the fines that have really 
been impofcd and levied in that time. I will fup- 
pofe by other authoiicy than that of the Zemindar 
For the time being , who, in a multitude of in- 
ftances, I dare fay, was totally a ftranger to this 
piece of iniquity ; and when I inform yOur Ho- 
nour, &c. that I have brought to the Company’s 
credit on this article, the laft five months, current 
Rupees 3171 14 6, I muft not appear before you 
as haying afled with greater feverity than any of 
my predecefibrs ; as this is an aiticle I would by no 
means ftiould incieafc the Company’s revenues ; 
but the caufe of this veiy extraordinary difference 
anfes from this, that what fines are impofed, are 
now in truth brought to credit. They aie before 
your Honour, &c. I think. I have been lludious 
to obferve as much lenity in them, as the nature of 
the offence could with propiiety admit of. If it 
fhould bear a different afpect, it lies in your breafts 
m remit and relieve any whom you may judge to 
merit your indulgence. ' 

0.4 
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Abstract fiom the Regifter of Fines, viz. 

Anno 1752. July — — ’ iCb 9 9 

Anguft — — 339 1 9 

September, i9 4aya — 34! 3 9 

OAober — — 1035 9 6 

November — 1289 6 9 

Current Rupees 3171 14 6 


35th. Though I have already explained what 
s meant by that branch of the revenues called 
itlack, in my addrefs to ybur Honour, &c. under 
late the 17th of Auguft, 1752, I yet think it 
leceflary to repeat here what I then faid on the 
fubjcdt, that in this work every article of the 
revenues may have due regatd paid to it. On 
every complaint regiftcred in the Cutcherry, a 
Peon is ordered on the defendant, in cafes of 
debt i or on the delinquent, in cafe of aflaults, or 
other abufes. The Peon leceivcs three Punds of 
Cowries per diem ; one Fund, fourteen Gundas of 
which are brought to the credit of the Company, 
under the head of Etlack : one Fund is the Peon’s 
fee, and the remaining fix Gundas were fet apart j 
out of which the Etlack Moories, or writers, 
were paid their wages ; and the overplus, called 
McToriannoes, fcqueftcred to ufes I am a ftrangcr 
to. The article pf Etlack has always been a 
heavy tax on the poor, from whom it has chiefly 
been cplledtcd j whilft thofe who could by any 
means obtain favour were excufed, though well 
able to pay it. The contrary method I have pur- 
lucd, as much aspofliblcj and your Honour, &c, 
will obferve in the Zemindary, how frequent oc- 
cafions I meet with to remit this fee to the poor, 
as well to thofe who are releafed from the pnfons^ 
as Aofe whofe dilputes are determined without im- 
prilonment. The Cutcherry prilbn Etlack fees, 
apd Catwall prifon Etlack fees, amount each to 
2 three 
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three Funds of Cowries per diem, from each 
pnlbner j the whole of which is brought to credit. 
The Etlack fees have, by fome Zemindars, been 
raifed to four Fund per diem, and by others re- 
duced to two ; the prel’ent eftablifhment appears to 
me the moft eligible medium, as the former would 
be a very heavy oppieflion on the poor, and the 
latter would too much tend to keep up that litigious 
fpint in the people, which poITibly is not equalled 
by any race exiftmg. "What injuiy the Company- 
may have fuftained in this branch, I ftiall fubmit 
to your Honour, &c. judgment, by the following 
abftrafts of the former and pielenc credits. 

Abstract of Etlack Fees, from May 1746, 
to April 1752, inclulive. 


1746. May 

— 

— 

187 2 

9 

June 

— 

— 

160 13 

3 

July 

— 

— 

182 0 

6 

Augull 

— 

— 

i6z 6 

9 

Sepcember 

— 

— 

12S 11 

? 

Odobci 

— 

— 

214 0 

6 

November 

— 

— 

175 2 

0 

December 


— 

i+is 7 

6 

7747. Janudry 

- — 

— 

191 3 

9 

February 


— 

136 4 

3 

March 

— 

. — 

146 14 

9 

April 



20; s 

3 

May 

— 

— 

164 5 

3 

June 


— 

147 2 

0 

July 

— 

— 

238 10 

9 

Augult 

— 

— 

255 3 

0 

September 

— 

— 

176 14 

0 

Ottober 

— 

— 

140 2 

3 

November 

— 

— - 

ijo 5 

0 

December 

— 

— 

217 ij 

0 

1748, January 

— 

— 

•43 IS 

0 

February 

— 

— 

142 s 

6 

March 

— 

— 

129 15 

0 

April 

— 


184 9 

3 


4127 u o 
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Brought forwardj Rupees 

1748. May 

— — 114 g 

June 

— — ii6 I 

July 

— — 135 6 

Augufl. 

— — 273 4 

September 

— — 28J s 

October 

— — Jzg 6 

November 

— — 349 IS 

December 

^ 205 10 

J749, January 

— — 379 ^ 

February 

— — 273 I 

March 

— ^ 296 12 

April 

— — 364 IS 


4127 IS ^ 


3 

6 

9 

6 

6 

9 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

9 


May 
June 
July 
i^ugull 
September 
Oftober 
November 
December 
1750* January 
February 
March 
April 

May 
June 
July 
Augult 
September 
Oftober 
November 
December 
175 1- [anuary 
February 
March 
April 




354 

356 

14 

3 


— 

5 

9 

— 

— 

259 

8 

0 


— 

407 

*5 

9 


— 

401 

0 

6 

— 

— 

341 

10 

0 

— 

— 

484 

1 

0 

— 

— 

375 

*3 

6 

-P- 

■— 

406 

6 

6 

— 

— 

373 

12 

6 




*3 

3 



371 

12 

6 

— 

— 

429 

11 

6 

“ 

— 

377 

12 

6 

— 



387 

11 

9 




375 

8 

9 

— 



315 

3 

0 

— 

— 

357 

3 

0 

— 

; 

37 ° 

13 

0 

— 


377 

3 

6 

— 



386 

I 

9 



299 

12 




— 

290 

11 

0 


— 

14 

9 





-4 


3183 10 3 


4504 I 6 


4354 ti 3 


1617 6 o 



[ 235 ] 

Broaglit foiward. Rupees 16170 6 Q 

1751. May — — 310 S 9 

June — — ,89 8 ■; 

July — — 2 o 3 I o 

Auguft — — 15Q 5 6 

September — — 23 9 6 

Ou'tnber — — 3ij. o o 

November — — 34. ii 6 

December — — 79 8 6 

1752, January — — 8 q 2 9 

February — . — 54 8 3 

March — — lob 11 o 

April — — 136 2 9 

14.07 13 9 


Current Rupees 17578 3 9 


Abstract of Etlack Fees, from July to 
November, 1752. 

Anno 1752, July •— — — 308 5 6 

Auguft — — — 424 15 9 

September 19 days ^ — 262 2 3 

Ortv'ber — — ' — 427 12 9 

November « — 453 9 3 

Current Rupees 177C 23 6 


Oti the fale of houfes, boats, floops, and all 
fums recovered by decree or award in the Cut- 
cherry, the Company draw a commiflion of five 
per cent. 

On every (lave brought and regiftcred in the 
Cutcherry, the purchafer pays duty to the Com- 
pany of four Kupces four Annacs. 

On every Pattab granted, the Company icceivcs 
a falamy of four Rupees four Aniiaes. 

On all arbitration bonds entered into by ap- 
pointment, in the Cutcherry, each paity pays 20 
Funds of Cowries. 

On every general releafe executed by older of 
Cutcheiry, each paity pays eight Annaes. 


For 
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'For every heence of marriage, the Company 
receive three Rupees Sicca fiom each party ; but 
the poor are often remitted this fee. 

On all difputes between the Company's tenants, 
touching the property of ground •, where there ap- 
pears caufe for raeafuring their refpeftive grounds, 
each party pays a rufley lalanay of one Rupee. 

On every new floop built by the natives, the 
Company receive a falamy of 50 Rupees to too 
Rupees, according to her burden. 

On every mortgage-bond regifteied in Cut- 
cherry, the Company leceive from the moitgager 
five per cent, on the fum advanced by the mort- 
gagee. 

On all rice exported, the Company’s duty is 
I Seer 8 Che. per Maund, and has produced for 
the laft fix years, from Rupees 1129, to Rupees 
4557» per annum ; total on the whole fix years, 
1 8979 Rupees. The ufual feafon. for exportation, 
are the months of Auguft, September, December, 
January and February. 

The whole amount of the Mooriannoe Cowries 
is now brought to credit, diftinftly fiom the Et- 
Jacks ; and at a medium produces the neareft four 
Rupees per diem, or 120 Rupees per menfem, or 
1440 per annum , the fervants wages employed on 
monthly pay, in the branch of Etlacks, comes to 
Rupees 44; fo that here is a demonftrativc gain of 
Rupees per annum 912, and points out a very 
confiderable fum the Company hnvd^ been injured 
in this leemmg tiifling article of Mooriannoes, 
which I can trace only brought to credit to the 
amount of 20 Rupees in two months, anno 1742. 

On importation of Batavia and Armenian Ar- 
rack, not again exported, the Company receive a 
duty of two Rupees and four Annaes, per leager. 

On every order for public notice by beat of 
drum, account the lofs of flave, cow, horfe, &c, 

the 
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the Company receive one Cowand and one Pond 
of Cowries, from the party requefting fuch public 
notice. 

36th. Thus, I think, I have laid before your 
Honour, See. every branch of duties and revenues 
relative to the Zemmdary, John Nagoie excepted, 
but if my future knowledge in this intiicate branch 
of the Company’s bufinefs Ihould point out to me 
wherein I have been defeftive, I fliall beg leave 
from time to time to reprefent it to the Board, 
as well as every other method wheieby the le- 
venues may ftill be improved or put on a better 
footing. The produce arifing on the daily current 
bufinefs of the Cutcherry, you will obferve to 
fpnng from articles, that m their natuie are fo pre- 
carious, as to make it ,imprd£ticable the forming 
any exaft eftimation of the gain that may refulc 
from them, fo that I will only compaie the credits 
of laft year, in the fame months with thofe fincc I 
have had the honour of filling this poft. 

Daily Collcctjons, 

Anno I7SJ, July ~ 47^ 15 o 

Auguft — — 482 u o 

Seprember — ^ 724 13 3 

Oftober — — 788 6 o 

November — — 634 1; o 

Current Rupees 3105 2 3 


Apno 17CZ. Tuly — — 717 8 o 

Auguft — — 1556 S 3 

Sept 19 days — 1607 7 6 

Otlober — — 2245 13 9 

November — ‘ 2798 11 j 

Current Rupees 8986 o 9 


Your Honour, &c. arc fcnfible I began not to 
aft in the office till near the middle of July, and 
that my attentions to the frauds ot the under fer- 

vants 
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vants in the Cutcherry muft have been greatly 
taken ofF by the ferutiny you 01 tiered iqto the con 
duSSb of Govinclram Metre, lb chat tor the lirll 
month or two, it mult not be wondered at, it ] 
could not acrive at a proper knowledge of the tur- 
rent bufinefs. However, it is now clear to me 
that the advance on the daily colleftions Cutrherry 
at the lowed eftiinate, will confiderably excccc 
1000 Rupees per menfem, or 12000 Rupees pel 
annum ; and I lhall beg leave to dole this head, 
with throwing into one total, the demonftrative 
future annual gam to the Company, refulting from 
your Honour, &c. falutary orders and influence. 

By charges Zemindary reduced Rupees loooo per Annum- 
Advance on che Tale of the farms « 20658 for lliib yeoi 

The duilntary pa d into the treafury ^457 
Daily colic Aions Cutcherry incrcafcd 12000 

Currsnt Rupees 49115 


g^rth. The out towns of Banian Pooker, Pugg 
la Danga, Tenggra and Dullond, obtained firft a 
place in the revenues, June anno 1746, under the 
general head of John Naggore *, they contain 228 
Bega, If Cotta of ground, for which the Com- 
pany pay one Sicca Rupee per Bega per annum. 
John Naggore feems to have produced annually 
to the Company, arifing on the different articles 
of ground-rent, falamys on Pottas, burdened oxen, 
markets 1 even ties from June 1746, to May 1752 
inclulive, viz. 

Anno 1746 — — 

,747 __ __ 

1748 — — 

1749 — — 

1750 — — 

1751 to May 1752 


Drduft 


— 674 14 9 

•— 1010 3 9 

“ 1^49 5 3 

— ii8z 5 9 

^ 1354 5 9 

15C0 II 9 

■' ^971 IS O 



Dedufl ground-fent paid, the Ra- 
and other Zemindars. ^ 

■ — Charges repairing John'^ 
Nagore*6 roads, Cutcherry ' 
and Chowkey honfes, for 
which the Company are 
only debted in then ac- 
count revenues. 

^—Further charges, as per 
Metre^s letter to thcBoa^d, 
under date 3d November, 
account Salamya and prc- 
fents made the Rajah for ! ^ 

his 42 Bega of ground, f ^ t 
which, as Metre afferts, is “ 
thrown into the charge of 
repairing roads and brid- 
gct. 
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Brought forward, Rupees 6971 15 o 


1506 6 9 


^ 3 »i 14 


-2782 4- Q 


Cuireat Rupees 4189 10 3 

That the Company have had equal juftice done 
them in this, with evciy other article of their re- 
venues, will appear to your Honour, &c. beyond 
a doubt, from the following produce during the 
five laft months, without any new tax or impofts / 
laid on the tenants -, and I will venture to promife 
thefe towns (hall be more beneficial to our Ho- 
nourable Matters, as foon as the morp important 
concerns of the office will give me leifure to vifit 
them, and make a more particular ferutiny into, 
them. 


Net produce of John Nagore, Anno 1752. 

luly — — — 152 15 3 

Auguft — 175 10 9 

September 19 days — — 129 o o 

Ottober — ~ 548 9 9 

November — *— — 118 4 6 


Current Rupees 1124 8 9 


t 


I cannot 
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I cannot with propriety quit John Nagore, wii 
out advifing you that application has been made 
me, by one of Rajah Kiflen Chund’s Gomaftal 
for an annual Salamy, or prefent (exclulivc of t 
ground-rent) paid on account of the 42 Begii 
ground the Company hold of him, in the 01 
towns ; to which I have given for anfwer, that 
fuch charge appears on the Company’s books, ai 
that 1 could by no means admit of it, as it w 
highly derogatory to their honour, in which I Im 
I meet your approval; and fubmit it to your 11 
nour, &c. whether this charge of Govindra 
Metre’s, is not demonftratively calculated only 
make up his fallacious accounts of tepaiiing tJ 
roads ; for himfelf holds of the Rajah, to tl 
amount of about 2000 Bega'of ground, m his di 
ferent poiTellions at Charnock, KilTenpoor, Bah 
gofly, and Hocul Koorea, for which an annu 
falamy fiomhira, may have been necelTaiy ; but 
truft your Honour, &c, will not fuffcr the Con 
pany to be faddlcd with a charge, that I am coi 
vinced was never paid on their account, and whic 
would be fo extremely diflionourable for them t 
fubmit to. To which permit me to add, that 
this annual Salamy and prefent had been aftuall 
paid, there is not a (hew of reafon why the Com 
pany was not openly charged with it, which the- 
have not been. 

I muft now carry your Honour, &c. back to m’ 
gift paragraph, in which I give you, at one view 
the annual increafe on the fdes of the'farms fron 
* 738 * 1^7 which it appears they were iiicrcafcd ii 
anno 1751, in very near a duplicate proportion 
and from thence it might naturally have been ex 
pedted, the annual net balance paid into the trea 
fury, would have increafed m the fame propoi tion 
as the lame caufes which influence the advanci 
on the farms, muft from the nature of tiling' 

equally 
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equally influence every other branch of the re- 
venues, viz. the increafe of inhab taats, and con- 
fequemly the greater confumption of every article 
on which the levenues arife, demonftrable from the 
immenfe difference in the Bazar prices of therrj 
even to the loweft root or heibage, wh'ch enter 
into the food of the common people ; but how un- 
accountable mult It appeal, when we find that fo 
far arc the annual net balances paid into the trea- 
fury, from being increafed in their duplicate pro- 
portion, that, by the following abftraft fiom the 
general books, we find they have not increafed in 
any proportion at all, but the contrary. 

Abstract of the net balances of the Revenues, 
paid annually into the treafury, from April 
1738, to April anno 1752, inclufive. 

1737, to 1738 — 26206 6 6 1744, 174S—39202 14 o 

1738, to 1739— 59273 13 3 174J, to 1746—32858 11 o 

1759, to 1740—42518 1 3 1746, 10 1747—34755 7 9 

1740, to 1741 — 38062 13 o i7i)7, to 1758 — 30)24 13 6 

1741, to 1742—35656 13 o 1748, to 1749—57679 7 3 

1742, 10 1743 — •(7-67 10 o 1749, to 1750 — 46461 I o 

>743. 1714— I4’H9 '1 6 1751, to 1751—39449 15 5 

1751, to 1752—34516 15 o 

263235 6 6 — 


295059 2 9 


By calling out the middle year 174410 17451 
your Honoufj &c. will obferve that the net pro- 
duce of the revenues in the fiift feven years, ex- 
ceeded the net produce in the lattei feven years by 
Rupees 7399 2 9, which at firfl: fight would ap- 
pear an incident very amazing, when ws fee the 
farms increafed in a duplicate proportion ; but 
when you confider the foregoing fhcets, and the 
feenes fo lately laid before you, I believe the caufes 
will be too obvious longer to occafion any great 
wonder, or to require my giving you the trouble 
of a fai ther explication 5 therefore fhould now 
relieve you by clofing this very long addiefs, did 
not a letter laid before the Board by Govindisim 

R Metre, 
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M(tre, nmla* date the «oth November, lv>ud 
call loi a icply tiom me, which I cannot mo 
pioperly convey to you than in the channel oi'tl- 
work, as it is fo pertinent to my lolyod. Yo' 
Honour, &:c. was plea'cd the uh . on motion ti o 
a member of the boaid, to Older Metre to be talk 
bcfojc the Council, and alked how it came to jvil 
the farms fold lb much higher this year tiun tlu 
did the Ult ? I Will not enquire what motive unti 
this queftion at this particular lunftLuc, only wii 
all lubmifTion fay, it never could have been movt 
for, or granted with lels piopriety 5 Jor ihcib le. 
fons ■ It IS no longer ago than the nth Oitobt 
that a majority of the Boaid voted (.in my hunili 
judgment, contraiy to the veiy nature and efeiu 
of ti Lift and fervitude, as well as to Meti e’;> ov. 
roncefilon) that Metre was not from ilic nature ( 
his office in truft for the Company , then, to wh. 
tnd this queftion ? for as he was deemed not 1 
truft, he confcquently could not be deemed at 
countable : Why, Gentlemen, was not this quel 
tion afked him the laft year, when on Mr. Bariow’ 
knowledge of his being the farmer, the Salt l''ain 
W1.S fold at public outcry, and produced i60( 
Rupees moie than it did the year before ^ Why wa 
he not afked the like queftion, when, on the fam 
intelligence, Mr. Manningliam, by previous am 
public notice given of the fale of the two latte 
paicicions of the gi eat Bazar to the highcfl bidder 
obtained icoo Rupees more f n it th.in it producei 
the piecedingjeari* Had yen. Gentlemen, been lef 
attentive to whatever c.nrres uigcd tins motion anc 
queftion, you would haye been more lb to whai 
has been befoicyou, and woiikl Inive been lenlible 
that the farms (the Guugo excepted) were fo fai 
from felling at an advanced rate this year, that in 
truth they have fold for lets than they did the pre- 
ceding one, though Metie, and not our Honourable 
Matters, was the gamer v which gain the majoiity 

voted 
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voted he was not accountable for. Had due regard 
been paid to my letter o‘ the 13th Auguft, your 
Honour, &c. would have recolledted that Soota 
Nutty market, and Suba Buzar, with their depen- 
dant feven farms, fold in 1749, I750» and 175** 
(the years Metre confefles he held them in fidtitious 
names) as follows, wherein I ftiall beg leave to 
remind you at one view of the Company’s credits. 
Metre’s gain, and the fales for the prefent year. 
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It is pretty plain, I believe, now to your Ht,- 
nour, &c, what little real foundation thcic was for 
chisqueftion at the jvindtuie it was moved for, and 
granted •, and I wifli it may not appeal fimcihin,!? 
llrange to our Honourable litiiployer*-, that, in- 
ftead of it, Metre was not aOtetl, how the above 
farms the three lall years came to fell foi lo 
more on his own account th.'n he favoured the 
Company with? Had you, Gentlemen, done n.c 
the honour of allcing me the queilion you pur to 
Metic (to whom I mull think it mote pu>j crly 
belonged) I Ihould, in few \.crds, have iiiimniLd 
you of two very obvious caufes, whiJi I conCLise 
occafioned fo much more to be bought to the 
Company’s credit on their farms this ycji th.iii was 
the laft, or any hcietofoie, viz lit, Publit and 
unbiafled fale to the beft biddei. 2dJy, Mttie not 
having It in his power to keep the Salt b’aim, the 
Gieat Bazar, the Vermillion Faun, Soota Nuita 
Haut, Suba Bazar, the feven Depen lane I'arnis, 
&c. in his own hands, at what price he picafed. 
Your Honour, &c. muft fmile when you refledt 
on the labour Govindi am Metre has taken in his 
faid letter of the aoth November, to account for a 
fadt that does not exift, fince I have proved, and 
he has confe/Ied, the above f o ms fold hifb year in 
reality foi- Rupees 693 moie than they have this; 
which verifies a concKifion I have made elftwher,*, 
that notwitbftanding out utmoft affiduity, it will 
hardly be in our power to make that gam on tliC 
Company’s leveiiues, ih it he has done whiHl un- 
der his condudi . the .ibove taims Weie thofe onlv 
I was then enabled fully to dctcdl him in j but I 
will conclude fimiJar p ctHods wcie uhd in the dif- 
pofal of the rtft, as they have fold this year at a 
pioportional advance on the credits of laft year. 
To conclude, 1 will fuppofe the tadt which Me tie 
would account for, and yet the folution winch he 

h.is 
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lias fo artfully and fpccioufly drawn out, muft ap- 
pear to have no iblid foundation on the flighteft 
examination, for it is impoffible the deainefs or 
chcapncfs of gr.un can much influence the nfe or 
fall of the revenues, tnough the duty is colledLed 
on the grofs Tales , foi if this is enhanced by a year 
of fea'city, a ^eai of plenty will make the balance 
neaily equal to the farmer, by the larger quantity 
impoi ted for his pofition, that the confiimptiou 
mull be nearly equil, is alfo very fallacious, or wc 
fliould not have beheld the multitude we have this 
feafon dead, and dying in our fticets, or the many 
thoufands of walking Ikelctons this fcaicity has 
produced , nor lliould I have been witnefs to fo 
many afflicting in'lances of parents felling their 
children foi a Rupee a-piece, or giving them away 
for want of food to fupptri: them, if the confump- 
tion had been near'y equal. Bui faCts fpeak chem- 
lelves : it is evident this fcaicity has not influenced 
the tcvenues, oi if it has, that in truth it has 
influenced them in a fenfe oppofitc to what he 
would piove, as t’i,e farms produced more kfl: 
year, though grain, at the time they fold, was 
more than as plcniiful again than it has been this 
year; that the Gunge fliould fell for fo much more 
this year than ever it did, is to me not fo aflonifli- 
ing, as that it has not always produced it vciy 
nearly, at leatl for many years laft pafb. The 
annual imports of rice to the Gunge, from the 
beft information I can acquire, amount at leafl: to 
400,000 Maunds, on which the farmer’s duty on 
the impoiter of 9 Pice Sicca per Rupee, and his 
duty fiom the buyer of Koyally of i Seer. Ch. 
per Rupee, comes to 7 Rupees i Annaes J per 
cent, eftimacing i Maund per Rupee j and if we 
add the Poudaiy, Foorea, and the duty of 3 Pice 
Sicca per Rupee on the articles fpecified in my 5th 
paragraph, we fliall find, on an average, that the 
R 3 farme 
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farmer collefts above 9 per cent, on the whole 01 
the imports at the Gunge ; but if we eftimatc only 
on the 8 per cent, the nearefl. which he colleds on 
rice, we (hall find his duty on 4.00,000 Maunds, 
at 1 Maund per Rupee, will yield 32,000 Rupees. 
Eight years out of fifteen that the Gunge has been 
farmed, it has been held by Metre wholly or in 
part : and further, to difproye his reafons 111 the 
abovementioned letter, he pays for it in 1747, 
Rupees 17,002, though rice was from Auguft to 
December, from i Maund to i Maund 15 Seer, 
per Kupee j and the year following he pays 18,20^^ 
Rupees for it, and nee from 33 Seer, i M.iund 
10 Seer per Rupee, and though I believe thcie 
never was a greater piofpefb of plenty th.\n the 
enfumg year promifes, yet it has iold for Rupees 
22,760, which is quite fuffinent to evince, that 
other caufes than dearnefs or cheapnefs of grain, 
&c. have influenced the rife and fall of the revenue. 
“What thofe were, and the farther invcftigacion of 
them, I muft fubmit to your Honour, &c. as well 
as the redrefs I muft humbly infill: is due on the 
behalf of our Honouiable Employers. That inju- 
rious advantages have been made of their levenues, 
I have pioved beyond a doubt , on you, Gentle- 
men, It lies to determine where, and to what uics 
they have been fequeftered. I am moft refped- 

fuliy, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
Fort Willianj, 

15th December, 1752. J. Z. H. Zemin, 

B y the foregoing ftate of yonr revenues Zemin- 
dary, you lee, that in the very infancy ol 
Mr. Holwell’s reform, an increafe in this brand, 
to the amount of 5000 1. is demonftrated ; which, 
year by year, ftill fwelled, and produced in April 
' ' ‘ preceding 
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preceding the capture of Fort Willum, 10,000 1 . 
per annum gained and faved to the Company, by 
the fair lale 01 the farms, leduftion ol unneceflary 
charges, and the colledions of their Cutcherry 
being cluly bi ought to ciedit. Mr. Holwell, m 
his Iciitimsnts laid before your Diredlors, only 
pointed out an increal'e of 30,000 Rupees per 
annum , but on his ai rival in India, and dilmilTion 
cf the Handing Deputy, (againft whom now every 
mouth was opened) eveiy day pioduced clifco- 
veries cf frauds committed in every branch of this 
complicated office for 28 or 30 ycais preceding j 
for proof of whii.h we need only mention tn you, 
that under this Gentleman’s adminillracion, there 
was p.id net money into your treafury 114,001) 
Rupees fur cvciy 12 months, and that theic was 
a moral ceitamty the ciedits of the year 1756, 
(when your prelidency was taken) would have 
yielded net 120,000 Rupees 3 a fti iking difference, 
when you fee tins offire ncvei bcfoie, on a medium, 
pioduced you moic than 40,000 Rupees per an- 
num Here vvas a vciy impoitant addition to 

your efface, when confidored (as it leally was) an 
addition in petperuity. — Let us only effimate it at 
10,000 1. per annum for 30 years, you fee an ac- 
cellion of 300;,ooo 1. and at the fame time you will 
lee how immenlc tlic loff you have fuftained, wliilff 
that arch plundeiei Govindram Mctie was entiufted 
with the executive power of this office — After all, 
theteini fo olten made ule of, mcieaje of the reve- 
nues, has been improperly applied 3 for as Mr. 
Holwell veiy juffly obierves in leveral of his Ict- 
teis to us, he cannot lo propeily be fald to have 
increafed your levenueV Zemind.iry 3 tor, on the 
contraiy, he lather 1 educed them by aboliffiing fix 
cf your farms, which, he thoUgjit, dilhonourcd 
you, and oppreffed the poor under your protec- 
tion 3 his merit confifted only in the reform oV the 
R 4 office^ 
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office, and taking care that the real produce of the 
revenues anfing from it, were honeftly and duly 
brought to your credit. — 

Hear the fenl'e of your Couit of Dircdors on this 
acquifition, and their fentiments of this Gentle- 
man’s integrity and abihtie', in their fcvcral gene- 
ral letters to the board of Calcutta. 

General Letter per Ship Pelham, under date 
23i^Januaiy, 1754. 

P A R. 69. “ Mr. Plolwell has fully anfwcred 
“ our expedtations, in regulating and con- 
“ dufting the office of Zemindar j anil has, by the 
“ confiderable increafe of the revenues, lefulcing 
“ from his good management, and by tianrmitting 
“ to us, fuch a clear and intelligible account of 
“ the nature and ftate of them, convinced us of 
“ what we long fufpefted, that we have been mofl 
grofsly impofed on m this branch of our affairs.” 
Par. 74. “ Mr. Holwell’s whole condudl: in this 
“ affair has been entirely to our fatisfaflion \ and 
“ his abiliries, Tj^a], and apphcaaon to ferve us are 
“ fo fufficiently apparent, that we are fatisHed it 
“ will be in his power, if no obfl.ru6lions are 
“ thrown in liis way, to prove himfelf a veiy valu- 
« able fervant to the Company j we fli ill therefore 
“ expecl, as you value our futuie favour, that you 
“ give him not only all neceffary countenance and 
“ affiftance in his particular ftation of Zemindar, 
“ but alfo in whatfoever he Ihall point out, 01 inti- 
“ mate, may be of fcrvice to the Company in any 
“ other blanch of our affairs.” 

Par. 76. “ We niufl. here remark, that the office 
“ of Zemindar is of fo complicated a nature, and 
the bufinefs fo various and burthenfome, that 
“ it is almoft impqfflble it fhould be conduced 
under the diredlion of one perfon ; you are thci e- 

“ foie 
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** fore to conGdcr, whether it may not be divideo 
into feveiai branches, to be managed by different 
“ perfons ; and, if you think fuch an alteiation 
“ may be of general utility, you aie to point out 
“ the proper methods of rair) mg it into execution. 
“ In propofing fuch adivifiun, we have a view not 
“ only to the general utility, which may be the 
“ lefult, but likcwife to cafe Mi. Holwell, as far 
" as IS confifl-ent, from the heavy load of bufinefs 
“ he h'boiiis under, that we may have the benefit 
“ of his abilities, m other mateiial branches of 
“ oui affairs. ’ 


When this letter, and thit of the 31 ft, which im- 
mediately follows, were difpatchcd to Bengal, your 
Couit of Diredtois confifted of the following 
Gentlemen, viz. 


William Baker, Efq, Chair- 
man, 

Rlcliard Cliaunci^, Efq, De- 
puty, 

William Biaund, Efq; 
Robert Booth, Lfq, 
Chnllopbei Burrow, Efq; 
Charles Cutts, Efq; 

Pc^er Ducanc, Efq; 

Abel Fonnereau, Efq; 
peter Godfrey, Efq, 

Charles Gouph, Efq; 

John Hope, Efq, 


Michael Impey, Efq; 
Stephen Law, Llq, 
NiLholas Linwood, Efq; 
William Mabbot, Efq, 
John Puyne, Efq; 
l-Ieoiy Plane, Efq; 
Thomas Phipps, Efq; 
Jones Raymond, Efq; 
Thnmna Rous, Efq, 
Which cot Turner, Efq; 
TimoiUy Tully, Efq; 
William Willy, Efq; 
JamCi Wintei, Elq; 


General Letter per Ship Eaftcourt, under date 
31/ J.inua»y, 1755. 

1 

P AR. 7;d. “ We have, with great attention, 
“ iierufcd and confidered Mi. Holwell’s ftate 
“ of our revenues at Calcutta, Mr. Fiankland’s 
“ reinaiks, Mr. Holwell’s reply, and ti e other 
“ papers relative thereto ; and we mull:, in juftice 
to Mr. Holwell, acquaint you, that he accounts 

“ for 



[ 25 ° ] 

" for the Muffakes which have ha(ipcriC(.l in th ic 
ftate, in a manner that convinces us they wcic 
“ mere inadvertencies, and no ways calculated to 
« impofe upon us, —that he has evidently inciealctl 
« our revenues to a very confiderable amount, 
** without impoling any new duties, oroppiefling 
« the poor, but on the contrary, Icveral old duties 
« have been abolilhed, and the poor in many 
“ inftances relieved. And we mult, asafuithcr 
“ piece of juftice to him, add, that the inlinua- 
“ cions of his railing his own charadter with us at 
“ the cxpence of the reputations of other Gcntlc- 
“ men who preceded him in his office of Zemindar, 
“ are entirely without foundation. In Ihort, his 
“ integrity, capacity, and application, have ren- 
“ dered him fo well worthy our notice, that we are 
« determined moft heartily to countenance and 
“ protect him in all his endeavours to ferve the 
Company.” 

Par. 74. ** Ic was very natural to expedt, when 
“ a piece of fuch importance as Mr. Holwell’s 
“ State of Revenues was laid before you, which 
“ was folong ago as the 17th of December, 1752, 
that you Ihould have given ic a fpeedy and fenotls 
“ confideration, in-order to have infoimed us of 
“ your fentiments, upon an affair of fuch a com- 
“ plicated nature-, but how great is our difappoint- 
« ment and furprize to find you have not, from 
“ that time, to the difpacch of the Falmouth m 
“ the beginning of March laft, confidered ic at a 
“ board, fo as to come to any refolution or 
“ opinion for our information , but have tranf- 
" mittcd to us the remarks of one member only ; 
“ who, nocwithftanding what you fay in your 
« letter of the 4th January, 1754, docs not 
“ appear upon the face of any of your con- 
“ fultations, to have been authoriled to colledt 
and make remarks for your information, as 

ought 
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ought to have been done, if you intended to 
“ have proceeded with any regularity in an affair 
of filth confequencc, and it is very obfcrvable, 
“ that thofe lemarks were defigncdly, as we have 
" reafon to believe, deliveied info laie in the feafon, 
“ as rendered it extremely difHculc for Mr. HolvvcU 
“ to leply to them in time, to obviate the impief- 
“■ fions they might ha\c iTii-dc on us, to his pie- 
“ jiidice. But however well qualified Mi h’rank- 
“ land may be, to execute a w oik of fuch a nature, 
“ It tught to have been the Lufinefs of a com- 
“ m.ttje, tegul.'irly appointed for the purpofe, 
“ ard not t! e rcfult ol the voluntaiy enquiiy of one 
“ perfon only , and we fliall be gieatly difap- 
“ 1 ointed, if we do not 6nd you took that method 
“ upon the departme of the Falmouth, fo as that 
“ we may receive, by the nixt ftiip at fai theft, a 
“ full anil fatisfadfcry account of your piocccding* 
“ and fentimenrs upon this aftaii.” 

Par. 94. Mr. Holwcll has highly mciitcd our 
“ paiticLilar notice and enLOuragement, and the 
“ Icafl that we can do for him, is to let him life 
“ in our iervice, equally with the 1 eft of our fer- 
“ vants ; w'e do therefore heieby annul and make 
“ void the icftndinn of our co.-nmands, of tlie 
8ch Jpt.uary, 1752, by which he v/as fixed as 
“ i2th and laft in council, and to icmam fo with- 
“ out nfing to a fupenoi lank therein; and we 
“ dirfdt, that on receipt of thi', Mr Ho&|ell 
take rank, and his feat at the board, according 
to the time of his arrival at Bengal, m the fame 
“ manmr as if no fuch icftiidlion had been made; 
'' that IS to fay, next below Mr. Matthew Collet ; 
“ but however, it is our meaning and dircdion, 
“ that Mr. Holwell do ftill Lontunie Zemindar, 
“ and that he is not to quit that poll without our 
leave." 
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General liETiER f-er Sh:p Ilcheftcr, uuJtr ih.": 
March, X757‘ 

P AR. 156. “ ITaving; with great attention con- 
“ fidercd theflatc of oui ZemimUry, Liming 
" the time it has been under the managcmcni of 
" Ml. Holweli, It is apparent to us from the ac- 
“ counts you have tranlmitted, that our revenues 
“ in Bengal ha^fe been gicacly incicalfd, and lh.iL 
**■ this has been done without iinpofing any new 
“ duties, or opprefiing the poor ; if it liatl bten 
“ otherwifc, you would, and ought to have given 
“ us the necefliiiy infcnnations. Vl uh ifi'peLl to 
“ the judicial part of his office, we niutl take 11 
“ for granted, that he has adled with the gicarcJl 
“ integiity and lenity 5 as theie appears nothing to 
“ the contrary upon the face of your con fultation'’, 
“ where we tnuft have found il, had there been 
“ any reafons to have appealed from his decrees.” 

Par. 157. “ Confidering therefore the great ler- 
“ vice Mr. Holweli has already done, and the 
further fervice we have the greateft reafon to 
“ believe he will ftill lender to the Company ■, wc 
“ do agree to allow him an additional falary of four 
“ thoufand current Rupees per annum to his foi- 
“ tner one of two thoufand Rupees, making to- 
“ gether the fum of fix thoufand cuirenc Rupees 
“ a year, to commence from the date of this letter ; 
“ ^his falary is to be paid him fo long as he ton- 
“ tinues in the poll of Zemindar, and is to be in 
‘‘ lieu of all fees and pciqinfues whatever ; but 
“ it is our pleafure he continue in the rank and 
“ ftanding in councirhe fliall be in at the time this 
“ letter lhall come to your hands, and not rife to 
“ a higher ftatipn therein without our further 
“ orders.” 


The 
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The Gentlemen who compofeJ your Court of 
Diicdors at the Ilchefhcr’s Dii'paich weic as fol- 
lows, VIZ. 

RogerDrake, Erq; Chatinnan, Robert Booth, Efq; 

Pfter Godfjc/, Llq; Dcput\, Chnllopliei Buirow, 

Willirini Harwell, Elq, Chnrlcs ChamLeis, Eiq, 

H C, Doulton, L.lq, Sii Jiinies Cieud, 

John Boyd, Efq, Join Doincn, Efq, 

Nith Ntwnham, _iun. Efq, John Mdiifhip, Elq, 

'rhi mdi Phipps, Pfq, Henry Plant, Elq, 

"VV Inch. Turner, Efq; 'IhomasRous, Elq, 

Charles Ccn^h, Efq; Htniy Sivaje, Eiq, 

Robert Jones, Efq, I.awUiicc SulJxV.»n, Efq; 

JohnPa>ne, Elq, Tmiotlw Tiilbe, Efq, 

Jones R.^yIIlond, Efq; Ivliixim Weltcir^ Efq, 

You have alieady feen in the N-urative before 
inferred, what vaiious fortunes and difficulties Mr. 
Holwell had to encounter towaids the end of the 
year 1757, and beginning of 1758, andhowatlaft 
he was dil'pofed of, and appointed, by 14 of the 
new Directors fuccceding in April 5S, 9th in 
Council at Bengal , divcftcd ol his poft, and the 
falary to which m March 17 J7 he had been allotted 
by 10 of thefc very 14 who now degiade him. — 

Meffis. Baker, Chauncy, andMahbot, who had 
particularly patronizc.cl and fuppoi ted liim, had al- 
ready quitted the drreftion of your affaiis 5 MelTrs. 
Payne, Jones Raymond, Newnham, Jones, Drake, 
with moft of the 15 who had pruiiioted him in 
1758, foon aftei dilqualificd thcmlelves} fo that 
Mr. Holwell found hind’clf abandoned to the rage 
and power of that faiflion, who had ever fliewii 
the Brongeft propenfity to his rum, though every 
man of them had repeatedly gi,ven the fandion of 
their hands to his acknowledged zea/, tntegniy^ and 
cfipaciiy. 

Thus circumllanreJ was Mr. Holwell, when the 
neceflity of recoveiing a loft and broken fortune, as 
well as conlluvition, forced iubraillioni he re- 
turned 
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turned in the Warren, Captain Lilovcr, t’oi Uenn.il, 
where he arrived with unabateil zeal for your ime- 
rells ■ and with this noble and elevated fenciincnt, 
(ficqucntly exprefled in his letters to us) “ thatic 
“ would be cruel and unjuft, a whole body of 
“ people, and many among them widows and 
“ orphans, Ihould fuffer for the ingratitude, partial 
and felf-interefled views of their tnifleesi and 
** that he had in Ins heart (and hoped ever fhould) 
** always made thisjnft diftiniftion between the body 
“ of Proprietors, and their Direftors.” — A Ihort 
period ga.ve him an opportunity of manifcfting 
this principle. 

The lands ceded to the Company by Jaflier 
Aly Khan, diflinguilhed by the name of the 24 
Purgunnahs, had been held mthc Company’s hands, 
and in the fpace of 16 months had piodticcd net 
about 384,000 Rupees, exclufive of 222,000 for 

Colonel Clive’s Jagire. This fmall produce, 

from fo large a territory, drew Mr. Holwell’s at- 
tention ; he refleded, that if the trifling diftrict of 
the Zemindary of Cdcuttawas capable of yielding 
a net profit of 120,000 Rupees a year, that of the 
24 Purgunnahs ought to yield moie than double 
what it appeared to do. — Upon this reflcdion, he 
laboured to acquire the real value of thofe lands, 
which, after about three months indefatigable pi i- 
vate fearch, he effeded, and found the fame chain 
of rogueries here, that he had traced in the Zemin- 
dary Calcutta i and that their fpecific worth greatly 
exceeded his firft conjedure. 

The board of Calcutta feemed fenfible that fomc 
other meafure muft-bc adopted, than that of keep- 
ing thefe lands 111 the Company’s hands, but were 
greatly divided in opinion which to chufe, amon» 
the many expedients propofed. 

Mr. Holwell, thus fully armed, threw tlie fol- 
Idwing letter into the board. 

To 
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To the Charles Manningham, Ef^\ Csfc. 

Council. 

AVorlhipful Sii and Siis, Calcutta, June ii, 1759. 

I Beg leave to trouble you with a few fentiments 
on the dilpofal of the Company’s lands, which, 
has for fume time paft been the object of our coun- 
cils , thefubieftis of impoitance to our Honoura- 
ble Employers, and cannot be too much deliberated 
upon. 

1 believe we are all unanimous in fome circum- 
ftances v.'hich more particularly lequire our at- 
tention in this affair, to wit, the honour of the 
Company, the acquiring a perfefh knowledge of 
the value of the lands, the making this branch of 
the revenues lefs complicate and intricate, as well 
as lefs expenfive m the collecting ; — but with re- 
fpedt to the means, we feem not quite fo clear.— 
Any one gentleman declaring fully his opinion on 
your conmltations, may poflibly make us unani- 
mous here alfo. 

The ftep we are already determined in, of diveft- 
ing the farmer of all power in the royalties and 
judicial authorities of the Purgunnahs, bids fair 
for the fecurity of the Company’s honour , as thde 
articles heretofore, being alfo farmed, became the 
fource of heavy cruelties and oppiefTions on the 

tenants. But ftill theie feems to be fomething 

wanting, to give us a peifeft fecurity m this par- 
ticular ; — and that is, to take the utmoft care in 
our power, that the whole body of the lands do 
not, by any junto or piivate confederacy, fall into 
the hands of people with whom we lliould not 
tiuft any part of our own foi tunes or confidence. 
I am uiged to this precaution, from the propofal 
laid befoie you the fourth inftant, by fix or 
feven confpicuous natives of the fettlcmenc, of an 
advance of 110,001 Rupees on the whole lands. 

With 
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With rcfpedt to ihcir propofal, I will only adJ an 
offer of 10,000 Rupees moie per annum, on their 
terms : — Not that I wtih mylclf, or any one cllt’, 
in poffeffion of them on terms fo vaeue and artful. 

That keeping the lands in our hands will never 
lead us to a knowledge of their real value, is now 
(to me) pioved beyond contradiftion. — Some of 
thofe who figned the propofal of the fourth arc well 
converfant in the natuie of their undertaking j and 
better judges (bill (as I am informed) aie con- 
cerned, though, as yet, they adt behind the cur- 
tain j and to me it is inconceivable, that thefe 
Eaftein Machiavels in fineffe would offei fneh an 
annual advance, without a moral ceitainiy of ade- 
quate gain, In tins poGtion I am flill mote con- 
firmed, by the advance offeied fiom other quai- 
ters, on diftindb and garbled parts of the Purgun- 
nahs, which in fadl exceeds the otheis. 

If we have been hitherto kept fo far from the 
knowledge of the real value of thefe lands, after 
1 6 months poffeffion, what are we to expeft, when, 
from the courfe of the fervice, they arc no longer 
under the conduft of the prefent collector, whofc 
knowledge in this branch mull be greatly fuperior 
to any gentleman that fucceeds him ; and whofo 
vigilance in the execution of this truft cannot be 
exceeded. From the experience I have had in infi- 
nitely a lefs, though fimilar objeft, I know it la 
impoffible for any one gentleman, with the moil 
extenfive talen's and integrity, to fupcrinteiul this 
revenue in fuch manner as to prevent the Company 
being injured 5 lus attention cannot be every where ; 
confidence mull be placed in a multitude j and it 
happens moll unluckily, that tins confidence cen- 
ters from neceffity in a race of people, who, from 
their infancy, aie utter ftrangers to the very idea of 
common faich or honefty. 

2 


T'lic 
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The other plan of difpofing of the lands to the 
multitude of people who have offeied an advance 
on particular parts of each Purgunnah, I have 
ftrong and equal objcftions to. I am fenfible thefe 
objedions ftiould have been laid before you fooner ; 
and would, had I thought mylelf fooner mailer of 
the fubjeft. — We know not what or who thefe 
people arc. I forefec a veiy gieat rifque of defi- 
ciencies in the rents, as well as much confufion 
and needlefs expence entailed on this expedient, 
and ouifelvcs lemoved .is far as ever fiom gaining 
.1 knowledge of the leal value of this new and im- 
portant acquifition. On the whole, therefore, T 
am of opinion, that there is no effetlual method to 
arrive at tliis knowledge, and make the lands yield 
cviiy advantage to our Honoinable Employers!! 
but by putting them up to public audlion, in finglt 
Puigunn^hs, under the rellridt'ons alieady pub- 
lillied. — People of fubftance will be the only bid- 
ders for an entiie Purgunnah ; the bad and unp.o- 
fitablc parts will go with the good and valuable, 
and the rilque of deficiencies m the rents be guarded 
againft ; the expences of collefting will, in a man- 
ner, be raluced to nothing, and this branch of the 
fervice be rendered lefs complicated and iiitr.catc, 
by our having 25 purchalcrs only to account with 
us, in place of 5 or 600. 

1 am, with refpedt, 

W orfhipful Sir and Sii s, 

Your moft obedient humble fervan', 
J. Z. Holwell. 


This letter lay for confideration, the Board fuf- 
pcnding their final lefolution until they wete joined 
by Govi'rnor Clive, who was then abfent. On his 
arrival Mr. Molwell communicated to him therefuU 
> S ' of 
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of his refearches, touching the Purgunnalis 5 aiut 
ac the fame time laid before him the lollowing< 4 li- 
inate he had formed of their real value, and ihe 
means by which he had acquiicd his knowledgcv 

A model ate Estimate of the value of 24 

PURQUNNAHS. 


Magra and SatUll — SIctJa Rupees 130,000 
Azeemabad — • — 90*000 

MoraGoflbe — — • 90,000 

Mydoo Moll, Ekubberpore, Pyclu Kooke 90,000 
Bunidge Hctee, Ekcsaipore — 75,000 

Gurr — ^ — 15,006 

Hotteagur, Myda — 3 5.ono 

Ballea, Bufl undrew ^ — 70,000 

Calcutta, Am r,Jore, Mainpore, Pykun 65,000 
Shdwpoje, Shawnagorc, Karjy Juree, ] „ 

Durean Sagur — j 

ColTpore — ^ lo,oro 

Northern PurgunDdh i* ■ * 53,000 


SiCca Rupees 750,000 per ann* 


The firft time the council met, the debate upon 
the Purgunnahs was refumeclj and Mr. Holwcirs 
letter or the nth of June rca<l a fecond time, 
when Cjovernor Clive did him the honour to declare 
the reafons he gave for putting thofc lands up to 
public Tale were unmfwerable i which concuriing 
with the fentiments of the Board, it was vmani- 
moufly refolved to throw the Purgunnahs into 15 
Iocs, and farm them out for three years ceitain to 
the higheft biddei at public auftion, referving to 
the Company the royalties of the lands, as the 
, judicial power, fines, confifeations, buned tfealuies, 
&c. &c. — ^I'hey were accordingly lold, and pro- 
duced feven Lack, fixty-five thoufand, feven hun- 
dred Sicca Rupees, 15,700 Rupees beyond what 
Mr. Holwell had eflimated they would produce 
per annum. Let us add the produce of the royal- 
ties,. very model atcly eftimatcd at one Lack and 

a half 
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a half a year ; the whole gives 9 Lack , 15,700, 
befidea the value and produce ot a large traft of 
land, taken fi om the Purgunnahs next adjoining to 
Calcutta, to enlarge its bounds. We will not fay 
v/hat thanks were due, on this occafion, to the 
zeal, integiity, and capacity of the gentleman vve 
are defending-, we leave that to your candour, — ^ 
Thcfe w'ere the wfertor Manauvres which the ano- 
nymous propagator of fcandal in his pamphlet of 
March 6th, larcaftically mentions as reflctbions 
upon this gentleman’s charadter, — But vve do not 
rtop here; — Wepiocccd to flicwyou, his attention 
and capacity was not confined to this branch of 
your revenues and lands only , in order to which, 
we fhall infcrt the following letter from Mr. Hoi- 
well, to a gentleman who, a few years paft, was 
at the head of your affairs at home j to vvhofe in- 
tcgiity, abilities and application you ftand, we will 
be bold to fay, as highly indebted, as to any gen- 
tleman that ever fat in your dircdlion— We have 
his perm ifuon for this libeityj and indeed, the in - 
feitingic IS, in fome foit, neccflaiy to confirm and 
expliui fddts juft now recited, that you may not 
think we have picked them up to anfwer any pre- 
fen t purpofe. 

^0 JOHN PAYNE, Ffq. 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Dec. 30, 1759. 

T O Ihorten my remarks on the important fub- 
jedt of your lands, I inclofe you copy of my 
letter to the council, of the 11th of June, when 
the Colonel was upon the Patna expedition j it then 
produced no other effedt than poflponing our re- 
folves until his arrival; when the affair being 
relumed, he did me the honour, with the reft of 
the board, of thinking my rcalbns for a public fale 
of die lands, by audtion, unanfwerablc, and the 
S 2 fame 
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itime was vcfolved on iinanimoufly s the event niof© 
than anfwered my expedation. 1 had taken f^tcat 
pains in ferreting out the real value of the UniK* 
which was covcied with almofl. impenctiablc ob- 
fcurity and difficulties , and by an eftimate T g.ive 
the Colonel at his return, ventured to pronounce 
they would yield at leaft feven Lack and a halt j 
and the total of their fales, on the 31ft of July, 
amounted to feven Lack, fixty-five thoufand feven 
hundred Sicca Ru^ ees, exclufive of feveral referveo 
in favour of the Company, fuch as a confiderable 
trad of land taken from the Purgunnahs adjoining 
to Calcutta, to extend its bounds ; and all advan- 
tages rcfulting from holding the loyalties and )udi- 
cial proceedings, Sec. in our hands, on the Com- 
pany’s account ; fo that I judge, the whole pioduce 
of thefe lands (the bcfoie-nicntioned rtfcivcs in- 
cluded) will be annually between nine and ten 
Lack, the fum I think I guelTed they would pio- 
duce, when once in confeience with you upon this 
fubjeft. From this the Colonel’s Jaggier, of two 
I.ack twenty-two thoufand Rupees being deduded, 
theie will remain a net annual revenue to the Com- 
pany of about feven Lack eighty thoufand Sicca 
Rupees pei annum, on the fame lands which yielded 
net to the Company, the laft year when the revenues 
were colleded on the government’s plan, only three 
Lack, eighty-fjur thoufand, or theieabouts, as you 
will learn from the accounts of this revenue, now 
tranfmitted to the Company. I fee the Court of 
jDiiedois flare with afloniftiment at this incrcafe ; 
you will flare too, my dear Sir, as a proprietor. — 
Methinks I hear them and you cry out. What the 
devil became of this difference the laft year, as it 
niuft have been colleded, beyond the poflibility of 
a doubt ; or from whence can this advance anfwer 
to the picfeni farmers ? The anfwer is cafy and 
obvious— ciie diffeience fell fhort in its way to the 
' I Com- 
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Company’s tieafury, by the felf-famc roads your 
foinier revenues were diflipated, prior to my be- 
ginning the refonn in your Zemmdaiy — by the 
harpies employed in collefting. It may be fai ther 
alked, as the difference is fo important and (Ink- 
ing, How comes it to pafs, that no letrofpeftion 
fccms to have been thought of Here, I anfwer 
for myfclf — I fought the Company’s battles for Et 
feiies of five years, and what encouragement and 
reward I received for it in the end, you and the 
world have feen ; the old farms pioducing an ad- 
vance, on an average, of 46 per cent, at their fiift 
fair I'ale, was proof enough of foi mer frauds, the 
more lb, as this advance encreafed every year, and 
the other bianchcs in proportion. As your for- 
mer Zemindars could not juftly be deemed culpa- 
ble in that cafe, fiom the ticquent changes in the 
poll ; fo in the prefent, no blame properly 
falls on your colledtor, the tiuft being too exteii- 
live and complicate fur the due execution and 
attention of any one man exifting; though the 
fiauds here aie equally obvious from the extraor- 
dinary increafe at a fair and public lal'e, wheie the 
farmer was laid under every poilible check and 
reftrd it, that can either prevent his debafing the 
lands, or opprelTing the tenants ; and yet thcie is a 
moral certainty of profir to him at the expiration 
of the three years and that they will then yield 4 
further incieaie to the Company,— But not to lofe 
fight entirely of a reti ofpeilion , I, for my own 
part, think, that ar preicnt the operators are too 
well prepared tor a Itrutiny they mult for many 
months liave expedted ; they have been in abfoluie 
polfefTion of all accounts and papcis relative to the 
lands, and have cunning enough to take care'thofe 
accounts (liall tally with the credits : behdes, Ihould 
we even fucceed in our proofs, we (hould find this 


plunder divided intp fuch a multitude of hands, our 
■S3 gam 



t 26a 1 

gain at laft would be only our trouble for our pains,' 
That I fliould have no domach to take the lead in 
an enquiry of this nature, you will leadily account 
for ; and if I do not, I am fuie no body elic will. 
It appeals incumbent on Mr, Fiankland, if on ,iny 
body, to account to the Company lor the extraor- 
dinaiy diflference between the picfent files and his 
laft year’s colleftions ; but this I conceive he will 
hardly think woitli his while lb nerr his departure ; 
and no body knows bitter than himfclf the Imall 
probability of us being attended with fucccls, or 
credit, or thanks fiom his employers, who have, I 
believe, pretty well cooled the zeal of then fer- 
vants for attempts of this kind. The veiy detec- 
tion of frauds, and increafe of the Company’s 
revenues, though founded on the principles of 
faithfiilncfs, honour, equity, and humanity, weic 
(by fools, influenced by knaves) brought in b.ir 
againft toy receiving the leward and com mile ration, 
which juftice extoited from them in favour of the 
tnoft junior fervant in the Prefidency. 

Before I entirely quit my fubjedb of the lands, I 
muft clear up 10 you a circumftance that may pof- 
fibly be caufe of wonder to you, viz. by what 

me-ns I arrived at their real value. In the fiift 

place, I had long and full convidion that the fame 
iyflem of frauds and chicane ran thiotigh every 
Zemindary of the provinces ; and from a general 
knowledge of the countries granted to us, it ap- 
peared to me moft aftonithing, they fliou'd yield 
no more th.m was brought to the Company’s credit, 
at the clofc of the year, m Apiillaftj when fo 
fmall a territory as Calcutta produced, on a feru- 
tiny and refoim, an increafe of 73 to 80,000 Sicca 
Rupees per annum. — I tried various means to trace 
out a fatisfaftory reafon, and to account to myfelf 
for it, but without fuccefs, until I learnt, by acci- 
dent, that three or four of the old ftanders, em- 
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Alloyed as tax-gatherers and writers in the Purgan- 
nahs, had been chl'miffed, at the inftigation of the 
new oreiators. I fent piivdtely for one or two of 
the moft creditable of them, and enquired into 
the caufe of their difmillion , and this brought on 
an opening of the whole feene, and gave me fufli- 
cient foundation for forming my letter of the i itli 
of June had that failed in bringing the lands to 
a public fale to the higheft bidder, I had formed 
my rcfolucion to lay the lights I had leceived before 
Mr. Franhland (from which I knew, on the whole, 
he was kept in the dark) and if thr. had fallen flioit 
of my views, I fliould then have laid them before 
the Council , but by the iflue I have the pleafure 
of feeing the Company in pofleflion of pretty near 
rhe value of this princely acquifition, without being 
myfelf involved m debates and contention. Thus, 
Sir, having made you mailer of this fubjedl in as 
flaort a detail as poffible, 1 (hall dole it with this 
remaik, that tlie fame chain of frauds runs thro’ 
the levenucs of the whole empire, but more parti- 
cularly in thde chrea provinces, to the heavy annual 
lofs of rhe crown, a circum fiance which may, in a 
future favourable conjunflure, be well worth con- 
fideratiion 5 at prefent we have but to alk and have, 
a more caiy acquifition of the Subadary than that 
we htve already obtained of the Purgunnahs ; bujc 
tlie times are not yet npe for lb great a gralp, nor 
have we fulHtient (tiengch to hojd it, though it ig 
certain, were we Subas of the provinces, the em- 
pcior would regulaily icccive rnorc th-n double 
levenues rhefe provinces ever produced to 
liim , and the Eaft-Iiidia Company become, in a 
fliorttime, the nclielt body of fubjedls in the world. 

Little need be f.ud with refpctl to your Import 
Warehoufe. On my taking that charge, I found 
niy predeceflbr, Mr. Becher, had left me little or 
nothing tQ reform or regulate j for which the Coni» 

S 4 jpanv 
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pany and I owe liim thanks. That you may be 
convanced the foies of their imports have not hir- 
fered under my conduit, I inclofe you copies of the 
only two made lince my being at the head of this 
office ; the fecond folc’s falling fomething 11il.i l 
of, the firft, mufb be attributed to the quantity of 
goods of the fiift falc laying on the merchonts’ 
hands, at the period appointed for the fecond, oc* 
cafioned by the long alarm of the Shaw Zaddo’s 
advance into the piovinccs, which put a total fop, 
for fome months, to the trade of the coiintiy ; and 
for fome time to the provifion of your arung in- 
tteftments. 

You will find by this flip’s advices, the bo.ird 
have made pretty fee with your ordeis, touching 
the fea cuftoms ; the preftnt tunes, in fail, not 
admitting the cariying them to a greater height, 
without a rifque of the total lofs of trade to ) oui 
fcttlement, As the cuftoms and duties arc now 
IhpulatcdjT judge they will, with vigilance, pro- 
duce a very acceptable revenue to the Company. It 
is the very worft policy in theworld to load trade 
with the urmoft duty it will bear, or to pufli up 
the fales of either your lands oi imports to their 
gieatefl value , an opening for a fair profit ffiould 
ever be left to the merchant and faimer, or the con- 
feqnence, in the firft inftance, will be nn illicit 
trade, oppieffions on the tenants, and no fales at 
all of your imports of woollen goods, Sec. 

I leally want courage to touch, or animadvert 
on your immenfe ftanding cxpences, as I fee not 
any prefenc plan we can lall on for the reduilion 
of them. 

You Will remember. Sir, that, from a rough 
calculate T made at home of receipts and dilburfc- 
inents, I pronounced the gentlemen here had been 
too harty in then advice to the Com t of Direftois, 
thit they Ihotild want no fipplits of money for 

' three 
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three ye»irs. We have fek the conlequcncc of 
that precipitate paragraph, and were reduced to 
the necefijty of opening the treafury doois, m Au- 
foi thefupply of Madiafs and our current 
lervice. We took this opportunity of reducing the 
ufual intcreft of nine per cent, to eight; it was 
propofed to reduce it to fix per cent. , but had 
we pcrfilled in that, we might have fbut our doors 
again ; for fince the large fums refliiited tlie laft 
year, money has recovered its former value fi:om its 
fcaicity, as every thing elfc does. 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant. 


We fliall add one remark only on this fubjeiL of 
the Purgunnahs, and that from good authority, 
viz. that there was a moral certainty of yet a veiy 
confiderable advance upon the next fale, for they 
weie not at the firft fale, pufhed up to their utmoft 
value, but a latitude lefcfoi the fainier to make a 
handlomc piofit, which wc have good afllirance was 
the cafe, one lot excepted, which was purclufed too 
high by a fpiteful competition between two of the 
natives. The farmers, for their own fakes, will 
improve the lands and revenues ; and conlequently 
their value at the next f.iles mufl: be iiihanced, 
which we hope has fo proved foi your lakes ; ahd 
wc doubt not but the Monceuvres of our friend 
hiiherco, will reflefc honour upon his chaiafber, in 
place ol the infinuated reproach of this anoT^'moiis 
Jlaijderers and that his fiift chaige, which for cer- 
tain lealbn; we fpeak to lall, will appear to be 
equally falfe and fcandalous. 

This charge, fo boldly aflcited againU P.-lr. 
Holwcll, IS, m Its nature, of fo black a dye, that 
did we think thtie was a Ihadow of foundation for 

It, 
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it, we fliould blufh to take up the pen in Iiis de- 
fence. — Left you Ihould have loft fight of it, we 
tifink it needful to prefent it again to your vlew. 
(Anen. page 37.) “ His (Colonel Clive’s) fucceffoi 
" in the Government, who bad been farticula>ly iH~ 
firumental tn bringing down Sou Rajah Dewla, an^ 
confidently tn occejiomng the firji revolution in Ben- 
“ gal :” — that is, neither more nor lefs, than witliout 
referve, charging Mr. Holwell with being the caul'e 
of all t|]yp defolation and mifery which overwhelmed 
your fettlements in 1756. Let this Probefx as he 
lomewhere calls himfelf, anfwer this charge to the 
Prober of all HtartSy whilft we, from the materials 
in our power, proceed in our defence againft it 
And here it is with the deepeft grief and concern 
we find ourfelves obliged to open a wound, which 
we hoped had been clolol for ever 5 but thus 
prefted, thus ftimulated, what can we do ? Shall 
we abandon our friend to the imprcflions of this 
infamous accufation, when we know the reiftitude 
of his heart and condufit ? Forbid it, Truth ! for- 
bid it, Juftice I The real caufes of that calamity 
and ruin have been long hid from the public, under 
the7f«/of fecrecy, in Leadenhall-ftreet. We will 
unfold no more of it than fiiendihip exacts from 
u®. — There was a period when j^ufticc to indivi- 
duals Ihould have moved your Court of Direftors 
to have laid the' whole before you, but partial views 
forbad ir. It has plainly appeared to you, by the 
Letter of the 25th of March, 1757, that Mr. 
Holwell was then marked for dcftrufbion ; the 
force of evidence and fafts could not withhold the 
applaufes and acknowledgments due to his meric 
and fcrvices, but the clogg in council was again put; 
on, which was fo politely and jnftly taken off in 
175^. . This was a favour not much coveted by 
him , but, when granted, did him honour. Greater 
dilho.nour was the confequence, when this leflric- 
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t\oB was again impofed upon his rifing. It did, as 
was plainly intended, lefTen him in the eye ot the 
natives and your fervants al&road, and fufficieiitly 
declared the lentimenta of that Bombay Fadlion, 
which fooii after obtained the l^ad in your Direftion. 
But to iclume our fubjeft. 

Mr. Holwell obtaining his liberty at Moorfhada- 
bad, promifed, (in a ftiorc letter he wrote to the 
two other Prefidencies of ilombay and Madrafs) 
that he would tranfmit to the Company a particular 
account of the ‘nal caufes, which drew on your 
Prefidency of Bengal fuch fatal calamines. Ac- 
cordingly, at Fuka, he made good that rromifein 
the following letter, addrefled to your Court of 
Diredbors, through the channel of your Council 
theie. Little did he then think he ftiould ever 
have occafion fo or be under a neceliity of pro- 
ducing It in his own vindication. 

To the Honouralk the Court of Dire Slop's for Affairs 
of the Honourable the United Company of Met- 
ihemts of England, trading to the Eatl-lndics. 

Honouiable Sii-s, Fitlta, goth Nov. tysS. 

I Mmcd.ately on my being leltafed from my im- 
pnfonment and fetters at Muxadabad, I ad- 
dielTud your two Prefidencies of Bombay and Fort 
Si. George, on the fubjedl: of the lots of your 
poffcfllons m thefc pans, under date the 17 th of 
July laft, and again on myanival at Houghly, 
under date the gd of Augufl, when I duly for- 
wardc 1 to them duplicates ofthofe I difpatched fiom 
Muxadabad, and rcqiielled the advices 1 gave there 
might be tianfmicted to you by the moll expedi- 
tious conveyance j and at the fame time refened to 
a particular narrative of the caufes, and various 
accidents, which brought on the heavy lols you 
have fullained ; this I promiled to forward as fooa 

as 
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83 my health would enable me. The flow rcco\ei/ 
of iiiy fight, much unpaired by the fhock andiii|iiiy 
my nerves fulFcrcd that taral night in the Black 
Hole, and from being expoled to the fun on my 
paffage to Muxadabad, mull plead my pardon for 
your not receiving the narrative I promifed, by 
the fliip difpatched, I underftand fome time this 
month, from your Prefidency of Fort St. George, 
and by which I am fenfible you will receive many 
different narratives and accounts of the caufes of 
our misfortunes ; leaving thofe to your impartial 
confideiation — I fit down to difcharge this part of 
my duty, humbly intrearing you will believe me 
determined to pay the ftridcft legaid to tiuth, 
to the beft of my knowledge ; and that I will 
not, by any repiefentation, cither in re.ifoning or 
fadfs, endeavour to miflead your judgments, or 
iiifluenre them either in favour of myrelf, or to the 
dislavoui of any one elfe, further than juflice to 
myfelf, and the ftate and nature of things, will 
make it unavoidable ; fbunning, as much as 
poflible, any repetition of matters already tranf- 
mi.ted you m my letteis of the 17th of July, and 
3d of Augull laft, which I requeft may be kept 
in your view, as I do not find caule to retiadl any 
effential part of them. 

ad, Mahabtit Jung fbcttcr known by the name 
of Ally Verdi Cawn) deraifing on the 9tli of April 
lafl, was fuccecded in the government of the Suba- 
Ihip by Lis gi indfon Suiajud Dowla, without op- 
pofuiqn, excepting from rhe young Begum, relidl 
of Shaw Amet Jung, uncle of Surajud Dowla. 
This Princefs, foiefeeing hei libeity and the ini- 
menfe wealth of her lately- deceafed hufband, would 
fall a facnfice to the new Suba, had medicated fvir 
fome time the raifing another to the Subafliip, and 
with this view retired, before the death of the old 
Suba, to her palace, (fome diftance from the city) 

namca 
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named Mootee-Giel, with Raagbiillob, the Dewan 
of her late hiifband, Nnzzur Aly Cawn, and others 
the moft faithful of licr officers and domeftlcs , 
where fhe foi Cified herfelf, and raifed fome troops 
to oppofe the fucceffion of her nephew. When the 
difpuce was near coming to cxtiemities, the old 
Begum, relid of Ally Vcidy Cawn, inteipofed 
With hei mediation, by which, and the promiccs of 
Surajud Dowla, that the Pnncels fliotild remain in 
full poffcflTion and fcciiiity of life, liberty, and pro- 
pel ty, (he Wits pi evaded on to difband her troops, 
lubmitred to the baniiliment from the provinies, 
Nnzzur Aly Cawn, and two other officers, and 
retuineJ to the city , wheic fhc was no fooner ar- 
rived than llie was made a pi doner, and her palaces 
and pofleliions feiacd and confifeated to the Snba’s 
ufe. 

3d. The nevT Siiba having, on his fucceflion to 
the govcinmcnt, fenr .tJvice tlieieof, with a fecr- 
paw, (or diefs) to Shoucutjuno, his coufin, the 
Nabob of Ptirunea : this latter letuined the feer- 
paw, and ddavowed lubuiinion to him as Suba of 
the provinces ; alfcrtlng his government of Purra- 
nea to be left by Ally Veidy Cawn independant of 
him. This occafioned the refentment of Suiajud 
Dowla, who I'efolved to leducc him by foice; and 
after he had laid the ftorm the young Begum had 
attempted to laife agaiiiit liinij he immediately 
marched againft Shouciitjung with a fliong aimj, 
which had been 1 ailed by the old Suba, forcfccing 
the difiicuUics his grandfon would have to encoun- 
ter after his death. Here I muft leave the Suba 
on his maich, and go back in point of time to mat- 
ters no lefi neceflary to invefi.it,atc the real caufes 
of his fubfequent march to Calculi a ; which is fo 
blended with fome incidents aticncling the lale 
change and government at Muxadabad, that it is 
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impofliblc to give a diftinft view of tbe one, with- 
out a ftiort lecital of the others. 

4rb. On the death of Shaw Amet Jung, 'mote 
generally known by the name of Newaiis Malioinec 
Cawn) and dining the life of the old Suba, Suu- 
jud Dowla, who had in effeft the reins of got ei iv 
ment in his hands long before the dcccale of his 
giandfather, feized on Raagbullob abovementioned, 
the chief officer of Shaw Amet Jung, and by mi- 
prifonn^ent and other dcfpotic and level e methods, 
endeavoured to force from him a confehiun and 
difcovery of Shrw Amet Jung’s lichesj but the 
mmiftcr, faithful to his dece.ifed mallei, could nor 
be brought to any confeffion injurious to the mte- 
left cf his fill viving family, and after a few days luf- 
ferings, obtained his liberty by the intercelTion of 
the young Begum, with het father and mother, 
Ally Verdy Cawn and his Begum : but Kaag Bul- 
lob being fcnfible the refolution he had lliewn for 
the intereft of the family of his deceafed niafter, 
(between whom and Surajud Dowla theie had been 
a long hatied and animolity) would never be for- 
given by SuiajLid Dowla, thought it incumbert 
upon him to provide as well as he could for the 
fdfety of himfelf. And in refentment for the ufage 
he had unjiiflly-reccivcd for his integiity to ihc 
young Begum, readily entcicd into her couniils to 
oppole the foccellion 5 and finding the death of the 
old Suba was near at hand, and lecolledling his 
own family and greateft part of his wealth weie 
expoled to danger at Dacca, his firft care was to 
draw them ro a place of fecurity; in order to 
which he applied to Mr Watts, your Chief at 
Coffimbuzar, telling him his family were going 
fioin Dacca to woilhip at Jaggernaur, and Ihould 
take Calcutta in the way j requeftmg at the fame 
time, that they might there find a proper reception. 
Mtf Watts accoidingly wrote to the Frefident, and 
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I think ter Mr. Manningliam, to muefi the fams 
efieft. Thefe letteis aruved duiing the abfence of 
your Prefident at Ballifore, and much about the 
time that Kiflendas, the cldell fon of Raagbullob, 
and the family leached Calcutta, fiom Dacca; at 
leaft 1 know no otherwife, lor in the evening, I 
think, of the 13th of Maich, my people at the 
Waterfide Chowkeys bi ought me intelligence, that 
Raagbullob’s family was ariived from Dacca, and 
that they had received orders from Mr. Manning- 
ham for their admittance, who having occafion to 
fummon .i Council the next morning, for the dif- 
patch of the Negrai’s lupphes, Ihewed me Mr. 
Watts’s letter to the Prelident, who likewife com- 
municated the lame to me on his return to the let- 
tlement. This letter, I now underltand, the Pre- 
lident has loft amongft the reft of his papers ; tho* 

I often fince the commenccinent of our tioubles, 
as he muft rcLollecl;, ui ged to him the neceflity of , 
prefeiving it m his own and our vinthcation : how- 
ever, as I had twice perufed it, and had fince occa- 
lion enough to retain in my memoiy the fit ft im- 
piellions I had received of it, I can venture tQ 
alTcrt It was near the following purport : 

“ That he, Mr. "Watts, h.'d been applied to by 
ft Raagbullob, the Chut.t Begum’s Dewan, who 
“ advifed him that his family had left Dacca with 
intention to go to worlhip at Jaggernaut, and 
« (hould take Calcutta m his way, and rcqu^llcd, 
“ he would write to their Governor touching their 
“ reception there, and that they might be fupphed 
“ with boats, or ought elfe they might h.ive,pccafion 
“ for on their expedition ; that m compliance with 
“ Kaagbullob’s intimation and requeft, he wrote, 
and recommended his family’s being received 
'■ with all poITible refpecl and regard, not only on 
« account of his influence with the Chuta Begum, 
“ "but F.s his power at Dacca might be of the ut- 

moft 



** moll conftquencc to our Honouiuble iNLillci; 

aQairs there.*’ 

In confcquence of this recommcnikcory IctUT, 
and the reafons urged by Mr. Watts, they weie 
received in the fettlcment, and treated witli all pol- 
fiblc regal d. Whether Mr. Watts knew, or can 
be fuppofed to have judged, that Raagbullob’s* 
family going to Jaggernaut to worfhip, was a pre- 
tence only to facilitate their .obtaining i pfoteftion 
in Calcutta, I cannot fay ; but I recolleft the i*re- 
fidcnt’s communicating to me another letter he 
received from Mr. Watts, about the time that the 
death of the old Suba was deemed inevitable, 
•wherein he recommended it as expedient, “ That 
“ Killeiidafs, and the reft of Raagbullob’s family 
“ fliOLild have no longer proteftion in Calcutta, as 
** it was very uncertain what tuin things would 
“ take after the deceafe of the Suba.” The Pre- 
fident will, I doubt not, do me thejufticc of ac- 
knowledging I enforced this falutary advice, and 
prelTed more than once the difmiffion of this family, 
forefeeing they would be demanded 5 and Mr. 
Manningham and myfelf had many uneafy confe- 
lences on the proteflion being continued to them, 
fearing it might be produdtive of troublefomc con- 
fcquences, and pollibly embroil us with the new 
government, fhould they remain in the fettlement 
until the Suba’s deceafe. Why the Prefidcnt de- 
layed their difmiffion, I am at a lofs how to account 
for ; but certain it is, had they been obliged to 
quit the place, a handle would have been taken 
away from many, who have been too ready to urge 
and maintain the protedlion given to this family as 
the greateft, nay, the foie caufc that drew on us 
the Suba’s refentmenr j which I doubt not of con- 
vincing your Honourable Court is very diftant 
from the truth. Their difmiffion, however, would 
have faved us from a moft difficult fuuation which 
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wc prcTi.‘iilly fell into 5 for we no fooner received 
aLU'ice of the death of Ally Veidy Cawn, than we 
had none- alfo of the fl.and made agamft Snrajud 
Dowla’i fuccefliun, by the young Cegum and her 
paity, of winch Rcagbullob was the chief minifter 
and favouiitc of his milliefs fo that it became at 
that jundurc a dangcious ftep to the Company’s 
inteiLll to turn hii family out of the fetclemcnt, the 
moie crpcually as lor fomc days advices fioin all 
quaikTs were in favour of the Begum’s party. 
JSoLwuhJlanding winch, as t!ie newSubahad been 
prodainied in the city, the Piebdent wiote the, 
ukial congratuK toiy lette* to him, which was fa- 
vourably received 

5th. Here it becomes needful to recite,' that 
feme little time before the old Suba’s death, the 
Preficlent received a piivate letter from Mr. Watts 
to the following purport ■ “ That there v?as a 
“ multitude of the government’s fpies at Cakuttaj 
“ that the fmall ftitnn.th of its fortifications and 
“ gatnion, and the ealy capture of it, were the 
“ public difcourle of the city and Uuibar; and 
that It behoved Mr. Drake to be upon his guaid,i 
and by fome me.ins pi event the government’s 
“ fpies bringing daily intelligence to the durbar of 
the weak fituation of the place ” This letter 
the Prefident communicated to me, and gave me 
orders, as Zemindar to make a findt enquiry 
after fuch as might jurtly be fufpciSlcd, and that 
had no real call of bulinels in the place , and alfo 
that 1 would ifllie orders to the fevei al Ghowkeys, 
or places of guard, to admit none to land, or be 
admitted into the town without his orders. Thefd 
inflrudions I immediately obeyed, and feveral fuf- 
pcfled perfons were, in conlequencc of them, 
turned out of the place, and none admitted with- 
out a fl-ilft examination. 
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6th. On Raagbullob’s withdi awing InnifLlf, ritb 
the young Begum, to Mootee Giol, Suu'jud Dow- 
la dilpatched Nar.in Sing, brothci to R.ijaiani, thu 
Fowzdaar of Midnapoie, to Calcutta, with a pcr- 
wannah, the contents of which were, to demand 
KilTendafs and hia family to be delivered up between 
eight and nine in the evening of, 1 think, the i^th 
of April. The Piefident being at Barafur, and 
Mr, Manningham at his couniiy icfidcncc, Omy- 
diund came and advifed me that Naran Sing had 
got, in the difguUe of a European drefs, into the 
fcttlement, and had the Suba’s peiwannah to de- 
mand Raagbullob's family, and was at his houie 
alk'ng. Whether I would peirait his bnnging him 
to vifit me ? As he had got entrance into the place, 
I thought It advilCdble to fee him, and Omychund 
bi ought him accoidingly in about half an houi. 
1 icccived him with the refpeft due to a bi other of 
Rijaram, an officer in much truft and confidence 
with both the late and prefent Suba ; he tendeied 
me his peiwannah, but I exciilcd myfelf from re- 
ceiving it, as it was addrefled to the Governor,, 
who I told him would be in town in the morning, 
on which he took his leave well fatisfied. In the 
nioining eaily I lent ior the Jenimautclaar of the 
Chowkey wheie Naran Sing landed, and was going 
to punilh him for admitting any one in the fertle- 
ment without ordcis, when he informed me that 
Naran Sing cameiii the difgu’fe of a common Ben- 
gal Pykar that he oppoled his landing, but that 
foon after Omychund’s fervants c.ime to him with 
a meflage, figniiying that he was a relation of 
Ills houie, and that he might aclinic him. Soon 
after, on advice that the PielulcnL was letuined to 
town, I waited on him with the repoit of this 
tranfailion, and found with him Meflieurs Man- 
ninghain and Fiankland , we were all a guod deal 
embarrafied how to aCt on tins occafioii, that the 

fame 
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fanie reafbns that before forbid the family^s being 
turned out of the place, after the Suba’s death, 
ftill fubfifted equally ftrong againft delivering them 
up, as the conteft was yet undecided between 
Surajud Dowla and the young Begum. The re- 
fuk at laft of our deliberations was, that as Naran 
Sing had Hole like a thief and a fpy into the fettlo- 
nient (and not like one in the public charadter he 
pietended, and as bearing the Suba’s orders) the 
rrcfulent (liould not receive him or his perwannah j 
which lefolution was put in execution, and the 
Prefident fent one of his Chubdaars to him, with 
orders to quit the fettlement, which he did • and 
inftantly letters were difpatched to Mr. Watts to 
advife Intn of the affair, with infttjdlions to guard 
againft any ill confequcnce which might arife 
iioni it. 

yth. The foiegoing is, Honourable Sirs, a faith- 
ful narrative of the proteiftion given to Kiflendafs, 
the fon and family of Raagbullob, which has been 
induftriouflyandmalicioufly byfome, anderroneoufly 
by others, circulated as the principal caiife of the lofs 
of yoin fettlemcnts in Bengal 3 an event which, I will 
foon demonftrate, had much deeper andmoreremote 
foundation ; for on your Chiefs at Coffimbuzaf 
making a proper reprelentation of this affair at the 
Durbar, it hardly occafioncd any emotion or dif- 
pleafure in the Suba, nor ever had a place in any 
of the fubfequent complaints forwarded to us, 
through the channel of that fubordinate. 

8th. The probability of a breach with Fiance 
had been the fubjeft of difcourfe for fome time, 
before it was confitmed to us by the anivalof your 
letter on the Delawar ; and as about the fame unie 
we received news of the taking Gyria by his 
Majefty’s fquaJron, both became the fubjedt of 
much fpeculation at the Durbar, where the mili- 
tary and naval ftrength of the Englifh in Indift 
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were gicatly exaggerated, and no Imall pains lakcii 
to inftil a dread of it into the government ; and if 
the agents for the French Eaft-India Company 
(whofc garrifon at Chandanagore did not, at this 
period, amount to 50 men) were not at tlic bottom 
of thefe repoits, it is at leaft, I hope, no bi each of 
charity to conclude, they ufed evciy means in their 
power to confirm them ; at leaft fiirh was our 
information, when it was confidently aflerted in 
the Durbar at Muxadabad, and gained belief, that 
the Englifli had fixtcen fliips of war, and a tti ong 
land-force coming to Bengal. 

9th. On the receipt of your letter by the Dela- 
war, we began to put the fettlement into as good a 
pofture of defence as we could ; and as the para- 
pet and embrazures, as well as the gun caunges 
of the line to the weftwaid of die iort, wcic niuth 
out of repair, they became the firft objefl: of our 
attention ; a number of woikmen were employed, 
and I believe the paiapet and embrazures (the 
gicateft part of which wc were obliged to pull 
down) more than half run up, when the Prefident 
was liirprized with a perwannali fiom the Suba, 
to the following puiport: 

“ That he had been informed we wTre building 
a wall, and digging a laige ditch round 
“ the town of Calcutta : 'I'hat he did not 
“ approve of our carrying on thefe works 
“ without his permiflion : And ordered Mr, 
“ Drake to defift imnaediately, and dcftioy 
“ what he had already done,.” 
loth. 'I'he French having ftiengthencd their 
fort by an additional baftion, which they had at 
this iin e compleated, received, at the fame juntSture 
we did, a perwannali to the life efllCt, both of them 
having been difpatched by the Subah, as he was 
on his ma>cli againft the Puiranca Nabob , and 
anlwers to them 1 cached the Sul a on the lame 
• ' I - * dav 
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iiaj? nt RaJamjal, a city about three days march 
tiom Mnxadabad , and the brench, by the com- 
pletion of their ballion, being enabled to defifl im- 
mediately, anfweied him accordingly ; afiuung 
him at the fame time, that they had built no new 
works, and had only lepaiied one of their bafliojis 
which had been injured by lightning . With which 
anfwti he appeared fatiihcd. 

nth. 'Ihe leply your Rrefident leMrned 10 the 
Suba’s perwannah, was, to the bell of my remem- 
brance, as follows : 

“ That the Suba had been milinformed in id'pcfl: 
“ to our building a wall round our town, 
“ and we had dug no ditch fince the invafion 
“ of the Morutiers, at which time we cxe- 
cuted fuch a work at the particular requcli 
“ of oui inhabitants, and with the know- 
“ ledge and appiobation of Ally Veidy 
“ Cawii ; that in the late war between our 
“ nation and the Fiench, they had attacked 
“ and taken the town of Madrafs, contrary 
“ to the neutrality we expcfled would have 
“ been prelerve,d m the Mogul’s dominions 4 
“ and that there bcwig at p'-eient great appear- 
“ ance of anothci,* war between the two 
“ crowns, we were under fume apprehenfions 
“ they would a£l in the fame manner in Ben- 
“ gal , to prevent which we were only re- 
pairing 001 Imc of guns to the wa'ter*lide.” 

It is fruitkfs now to wilh this anfwer had been 
debated in Council befgie it was fent, where I think 
much impropiiety would have appealed in it, as 
the whole of it had a tendency to confirm the Suba 
in a belief of thofe infiiiuations, which had been 
alicady conveyed to him, that the war between us 
and the French would piobably be bj ought into 
Bengal, befides its carrying a taejt refleflion on the 
Suba’s want of powei or will’ to pioteft us. The 
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confediuence Was adequate, for he was much en- 
raged at the receipt of it, and immediately oulcicd 
your fadloiy at Codimbuzar to be invcllcd ; wliuh 
was accordingly done on the azd of May, by Iloy 
Dullob, of which we received advice from the gen- 
tlemen there the 25th, and feveral other fubfe- 
quent letters, informing us of additional foires 
being added on the fadlory, from time to time, 
and that they expedted eveiy moment to be attacked, 
and that the Suba was on his maith to Muxadabad. 
The fubiedt matter of complaint, aCigned in evety 
letter, ftill regarded the new woiks we were carry- 
ing on in Calcutta. 

12th. On the firft advice received from the 
gentlemen at CoITimbuzar, wc forwarded to them 
a copy of the Prefident’s anfvier to the Nabob’s 
peiwannah, and in our feveral difpatches recom- 
mended to them to ufe every falutary means in 
their power to put a ftop to the Suba’s refentment, 
and obtain a currency to our bufinefs, (which was 
now obftrudted at every fubordinate and arung). 
We diredled them to affure the Suba wc were carry^ 
ing on no new works ; that we had dug no ditch 
that our enemies had mifrep refen ted us , that if he 
gave no credit to our alleitions, we intreated any 
one he could confide in to infpeft them, and wrote 
the Suba repeated letters to the like purpofe. We 
hkewife gave the gentlemen inftrudtions to remon- 
fllate and expoftulate ftrongly againft this hard 
treatment, and to endeavour to trace out, if pof- 
lible, whether one or other of the European nations 
was not at the bottom of it, with intent to embroil 
the Company’s affairs, and benefit thole of their 
employers, and to ule all means of knowing from hia 
minifters if the Subah’S intentions were to exto'C a 
fum of money from us (conformable to the unjult 
and ufual method of his predecelTors withal giv- 
ing them politive orders to make no conceflion, or 

give 
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yfvc any piomife loucJamg the demolition of our 
lortifications. 

i3cb. Thus, Honourable Sirs, you fee us re- 
duced to the necelTity, either of refilling die ai bi- 
trary oidcis ot the Suba, or of abandoning and 
leaving open your Piefidency to the mercy of the 
trench, contiary to your orders and intuitation to 
us by the Delawar ; for to all our remonftrances 
we could receive no fnisfaftion from the gentle- 
men at ColTimbuzar, but was ftill advifed, the 
Suba infilled on our demolifliing our new works, 
(when in fad we had made none) and fill up a 
ditch we had never dug. 

X4Lh. Under date, I think, the ift of June, we 
received a lettei fioni your Chief and Council at 
ColTimbuzar, advifing, that Roy Doolob had told 
Dodor Forth, that the Suba’s refentment was 
■caufed only by the draw- bridge and woiks wc had 
built at Eaagbazar, and the odagon which Mr. 
Kclfall had rebuilt in his garden • And that if we 
would write the Suba we would dcinolifh thofe 
wotk", the foiccs would be immediately withdrawn : 
And the gentlemen hkewile inforcing this as a ne- 
celTarv and effedual expecli nt to put an end to the 
troubles, we in full council took it into confidera- 
tion i and receding on the heavy lufs and difad- 
vantage you would fuftiun in your invefbment, by 
the continuance of -ihe iloppage of your bufioefs, 
and judging tliefe works and draw-bnilge at Baag- 
bazar fo far detached, as to be of little ufe in the 
defence of the place againft an Euro^jean enemy, 
we unaimnoufly agreed and determined, to promile 
the demolition ot them, and the odagon at Mr. 
KclfalTs garden i and to that purpoit, as foothing 
a letter as could be indited was inllantly drawn up, 
to the Subd, from the Prefident, and inclofed to 
Mr, Watts and his 'Council, to whom wc alfo 
KVioce, advifing them of our compliance and readi- 
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neft to dcmolifti thofe works which had given him 
difpleafure. Triplicates of this aiafdd’s and letter 
we dirpatched in four hours, to ariive in ihirty-fix 
hours ; and ordered a large reward to the Colhdi 
if they arrived in tlie time. 

j 5th. We received another Ihort letter under the 
fame date, vtz, the ift of June, wherein the gen- 
tlemen informed us, the forces on the faftoiy 
amounted to 12,000, with a tram of artillery, and 
that pofitivc oiders weic anived to attack it, le- 
quefting they might be reinfoiced with an hun- 
dred men ; on which a council was fummoned, 
their requefb taken into confideiation, and the five 
Captains called in, and defiied to give then opi- 
nion, whether it was poffible this icinforcement 
could be thrown into the place ? They withdrew, 
and after debating itamongft thcmfelve'!, gave us 
their opinion in wilting, declaiing the thing im- 
prafticable, and that the foice the gentlemen had 
in the foit was, in their judgments, fufiBcieiit to 
defend it againft the troops brought againft them. 
This opinion we immediately difpatchcd to them, 
diredling them, if they were aitacked, to make as 
good a defence as they could ; and when they found 
they could defend the fafloty no longer, to make 
the belt retreat m their power- but I believe nei- 
ther this letter, nor feme of our preceding ones, 
reached the gentlemen, the Suba having for fame 
days cut off all correfpondence between us ; a plain 
indication that an accommodation was nut the 
mark .her, aimed at. 

• 1 6th. On the 6th of June we h.ad a rumour of 
CoiSmbiizar’s being taken by the Nabob, which 
was confiimed to us the ytb, by a letter from Mr. 
Matihevir Collett, your ftcond at that faftory 5 
which, according to my heft iccolledhon, exprefled 
‘ as follows . 
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That upon the Nabob’s repeated orders to his 
“ Generals to attack the factory, unlef. the 
“ Chief went in peilbn to him, Mr. Watts, 

“ by the advice of his Council, tliought it 
“ more advifeable to go to the Nabob, than 
“ riik involving the Company in a wai with 
“ the Government ; that he accordingly did fo 
“ on the 2d of June, and on coming to his 
“ pieience was made a prifoner, and oideis 
" fent for Mr. Collet, (and I think Mr. 

“ Hdtfon) to attend him ; likewife to lign, 

“ jointly with Mr. Watts, a machulkah, (or 
" obligation, v/ith a penalty annexed) whicn 
order they obeyed ; but in place of bcin.g 
“ let at liberty, upon figning the machulkah 
“ requiied, Mr, Collet was fent back to the 
“ fa6lory, with directions to deliver it up to 
“ Roy Doolob, which he was obliged to 
“ comply with, and was then giving up the 
« account of the cannon, ammunition, and 
“ mihtaiy ftoies; that the failiory was not 
plundered, and the Nabob was determined 
“ to march to Calcutta with his whole army, 

“ ellimatcd then at 50,000 men, befidcs a 
“ large train of artillery,” 

The realons which fwajed Mr; Watts to quit 
his government at fuch a jundure as that, and rrufl. 
himfelf in the hands of the Suba, (on whofe cha- 
rader or piinciples no reafonable faith could be 
had) without any pioper fecurity, hoflage, or fafe- 
guard for hispeiloii; or thole which urged Mr 
Collet to follow his example, when he knew his 
Chief waS' made a piifonei ; and that conftquently 
the tiuft, command, and government of the fac- 
tory, fart, and g.unfon, devolved upon himfelt ; 
or why this your fecclemert was thus given up, 
without -a Tingle ftioke being ftruck for it, I am 
totally a ftranger in, and can only hope, for their 
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lakes, ami the honour of their counuy, they have, 
or will juftify their conduft to you in thole parti- 
culars. I will not fubfciibe to the opinion of oui 
five Captahis, as alieatly recited, and iiy their 
force was fufficicnt to refill and defend the place 
foi any long rime againft the Suba’s army ; but had 
it been defended at all, he could not have attacked 
and taken it, without the lofs of time, many of 
his people, and piobably fome of his piincipal 
officers. A ftiokc of this kind might have had 
happy confequcnces to your affairs ; it might have 
inclined the Suba to an accommodation, by cool- 
ing ftill more the zeal of his minifteis, geneials, 
ofxicers and people, who aimoft to a man weie 
averfe to this expedition againft the Englilh, as 
wJl knowing the confequenve would be as fatal to 
his country as to us, though he fucceeded in it. 
A defence of only iwenty-four hours would, in us 
confequcnces, have retarded, in all probability, his 
mii’di to Cakuua for many days, and would have 
been a point gained to us of the utraoil impoicance, 
by having mote time fot the completion of many 
rcqnifucs, which for want of it we weie obliged 
wholly 10 negleft, or they remamed nnfinilhed at 
the time we were afluallv invefied. A detention 
aif his army befoie Collimbuzar for two or three 
days, would have brought on dirty rainy weather 
in his march towards us, and incommoded him 
gieatly, as well in the paffage of his troops and 
cannon, as in the attack of our Ictclement, wheieas, 
by the ealy polTcffion he acquired of Coffimbuzar, 
.he was enabled to march againft us without lofs of 
rime, or obftruction tram the weather, which 
afioidcd not a diop or ram thiough the march 
and attack of Calcutta , but on the 2 ift, at night, 
whilft 1 w'as pri Toner in the camp, it lained heavily, 
and duty weather iuccecdcd for many days after, 
during which his mufquctiy, being all mitthlocks, 
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v^ould have been rendered in a manner ulelefs. Wc 
(liould alfo have had an important fnecour, m tha 
aiiival before the foit, of the Succefs galley, the 
Speedwell, and Bombay fiigate , thefe veffels hav- 
ing pafled Tanners the 19th and 20th, and joined 
the Dodaly and the left of our fleet about Govind- 
poic, afcei they had fell down fiom the fort, tho’ 
before it was furrendered. Many more aie the 
advantages I could enumerate, wIiilIi would have 
rtl'uUed from the fmalleft defence and refiflance 
made at Coflimbuzar, and can only regret row its 
not having been done ; lepcating my hopes, the 
gentlemen m tiuft there will give you fuflicir'ut 
leafons why it was nor done. Their treatment 
could haldly have been worfe, had they been ob- 
ilinate m its defence ; they themfelves being con- 
tinued prifoners in the Suba’s camp, under many 
hatdihips, until, I think, the latter end of June; 
their efleifts, plundeied, and the gentlemen in the 
fadory, vtz. Meftfs. Hugh, Watts, and Cham- 
beis, with the whole ganifon, put m irons, and 
fent to the common prifon at Muxadabad ; the 
fate MelTis. Batfon, Sykes, Haflings, and Mar- 
not, would have undergone, had not luckily the 
two former made their efcape, and the two latter 
been at the Arungs. 

17. On Coflimbuzar’s being invefted, we wrote 
to the fcveral fubordinatcs, and tc' all our Goma- 
ftahs at the federal aimies, iu'vifing them of the 
feveral proceedings, and to be upon their guard, 
and hold themfelves in rcadinels to retreat with the 
Company’s effeds, &c, and on intelligence of the 
capture of the place, and the Suba’s march to Cal- 
cutta, we fent them ordets 10 v/ithdiaw, and join 
VS with all expedition. But thefe ordeis were too 
late, excepting with refpedt to your faftory at 
JLuckypore, as I have already intimated in my 
Jttter of the 17th July. Mi. IJoddam, your Chief 
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at Bdlln'ore, iccuived our oideis in time to with- 
draw himfelf, with the lew foldiers he had there, 
and about 6000 Rupees of your eflefts; the re- 
mainder, to the amount of about 40,000, wcie 
fequeftered, and your faiStory-houfe jn part only 
demohfhed at Ballafore ; but fiulramgui ry, by its 
fituation, having efcaped the government’s notice, 
and by the prudent condudt ot Mr. John Bnftow, 
(left refident at Ballafoie by Mi. BodiUm) is ftill 
retained. Myfelf and Mr. Boddara weie difpatched 
to take a formal poffeflion of it the 18th Septem- 
ber, and to negociate other matters, which will be 
tranfmitted on the face of our Fulta corfiiltations ; 
and we have thought it necelTary to nominate Biill- 
ramgurry your Prefidcncy, being divefted of every 
other pofleflion you had m thefe provinces. But 
to lefume my nairative ; Dilpatches weie likewile 
forwarded exprefs to Bombay, Fort St. George, 
and Vizagapatam, the Sth.of June, for a rein- 
forcement of troops, ftores, &c. and fnccours de- 
manded of the French and Dutch fettleipents on 
this river ; the fuccefs of which laft negociation 
you have likewife in my faid letter of the 17th 
July. The militia were under arms for the firll 
time the yth June, fomething too late, I am afraid 
you will fay, to be of much fcrvice, jull coming 
to ailltion. j 

r 8th. I am now, Honourable Sirs, come dofer to 
the unravelling the real caufes which llimulated the 
Suba to the lengths he has proceeded againft us ; 
How far my conjeftures and alTertions will be lup- 
ported by a probable fyftem of politics in him, and 
by the tenor of his own condudt confidered to- 
gether, I humbly fubmit to your judgments. And 
Hrft, I beg leave to remark on the three articles 
contained m the machulkah, which your, Chief 
ind Council were obhged to fign in the Suba’s 
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belkv'c, are in Mr. Drake’s poneflion) addi'clTed td 
hi:, m.ilter Wazeed, from the Suba, all three, to 
the bell: of my lemembiancc, beaiing date in M.iy 
laft. In each of tliefe, he avows his intention to 
reduce the power of the Englifli, foibids his inter- 
fering on their behalf, aflernng his having long in- 
tended it, and fwears by God and his Piophcts, 
that he will drive them out of his country, unlefs 
tliey aie fatisfied to trade in it on the footing they 
did in Jaffiei Cawn’s time (by which he meant 
before the tune the Honourable Company obtained 
their Phirmaund). Your fort at Coffimbuzar, 
(elleemed by all judges more regular and tenable 
than that at Foit William) fo near his capital, ap- 
peared too d angel ous a hold, at a time he was 
influenced to believe our flrength m India was four 
times more foi mid able than it leally was ; and that 
we were on the eve of a French war, which would 
be probably brought into his country : Confiflent 
with this was his expreflion of refentment, at Raja- 
maal, on receipt of your Prcfidcnt’s letter : “ Who 
fhall dare to think of commencing hoftilities in 
my coLinti7, or prefume to imagine I have not 
power to protect them ?” And it was current in 
the mouths of all degrees, when I was at Muxa- 
dabad, that Mahabuc Jung had long meditated to 
deftroy the forts and garrifons of the Europeans, and 
to reduce their trade on the footing of Armenians, 
And here I hope it will Hot be deemed impertinent, 
if I recite, verbatim, the lafl: difcourfe and couiml 
which Mahabuc Jung gave his grandlbn, a lew 
days before his death ; and which I had from vei y 
good authority at Mux.idabad, alter my rele..re- 
aient. 

“ My life has been a life of war and ftratagem : 
“ For what have I fought, tor what have my 
“ councils tended, bur to fecvire you, my 
” Sop, a quiet fuccefiion to my Sula-d.irv ^ 
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My fears fot yon have for many days rob- 
bed me of fleep. I perceived -who had 
" power to give you trou-ble afcei I am gone 
hence. Hoflein Cooley Cawn, by his re- 
“ putation, wifdom, couiage, and afrection 
“ to Shaw A met Jung, and his houfe, I 
fcaied would obllinct your governmenl. 

“ His power IS no more. MonichunU Dewen, 

“ whofe councils might have been yoni d.in- 
“ gerotis enemy, I have taken mto favour 
Keep in view the power the Eni opean na- 
“ tions have in the countiy This fear I 
“ would alfo liave ficed yon from, if God 
“ h.id lengthened my days. — I’hc woik, my 
Son, muft now be yours : Their wars and 
politics in the 'I chnga country fiiould keep 
« you waking : On pretence of private con- 
“ tefts benvem theii Kings, they h.ive feized 
“ and divided the countiy of the King, and 
“ the goods of his people between them : 

“ Think not to wc.iken ell thiee together. 
“ The power of the Englifli is gieat , they 
“ have lately conqueied Anglia, and poffclkd 
“ themlelvesofhiscoiinLty, reduce them firftj 
“ the others will give you little tionble, when 
“ you have reduced them. Suffer them nor,. 
“ my Son, to have foitifications orioldie.s.; 
" If you do, the country is not yours.” 

19th. How -confident ihe Suba has been in his 
adherence to this lad coiinfel of his giandlather, 
we have woefully felt , but that we were not foleiy 
the objedts of his refentment and deGgns, is cv ident : 
His peiwannah to the French was difpatched the 
fame day with ouis : When he matched againft us, 
he feni; perwannahs to both Ficnch and Dutch, 
with oidcis to provide, and join him with fhips, 
men, and ammunition, to attack us by water, 
wbilU he attacked us by land : They refufed , in 

confequcncc 
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confcqvepcc of their refufal, he invefleil then' kve- 
r,-il forts and faftoiies, and demanded an exorhicant 
film from each. The hiench weieglad to anom- 
moilate matters for the payment of thieeLaek anil 
half of Rupees ; the Dutch for four Lack and 
half, after having had< for a day and a half, a 
body of the Suba’s troops in their fcttlement, wait- 
ing orders to attack it, and a man flationed with 
an ax in his hands, to cut down their flag-ftaff and 
colours. The French had not money to pay the 
multt laid on them, but gained Roy Doolob to 
become their fecu I ity : The Dutch were reduced 
to immediate payment; and both did then, and 
ever Cnee have been obliged to enduie the mcH. 
audacious and exafperating nfiilts, from the lowed 
Peon in the fervice of the government. That 
there was this difference in the fum extorted from 
them has been accounted for, (how jullly I wi'l 
not fayj by the fupphes of ammunition given the 
Suba privately by the agents of the bicnch at 
Chandanagore. The thing, however, was verified 
by two of our fhips, who brought us intelligence, 
that the French, by night, croffed over 200 chells 
of powder to the Suba’s army, lying near Banka 
Bazar. 

20th. Still confillent with the laft advice of 
Mahabut Jung, he appeared at Rajamal fatisficd 
with the anfwer from the French Direfteur , tho’ 
no one can imagine his intelligence was fuch, that; 
he was really impofed on as to the pretence of re- 
pairing the damage they had fudrained by light- 
ning ; he manifefted fufficiently his refentment and 
intentions againft both French and Dutch; but 
their time was not yet come; it was not his buli- 
neft to have the three nations to encounter at once, 
but to compromife, at the prefent, for as much as 
he could get from them ; but that the French were, 
and ftill are, the next objeft of his arms, will not 
2 admit 
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admit of doubt, no more than that he would ha/'e 
proLCCcU’d immediately againfl: them, had not his 
iidviccs fioiii touit obliged him to proceed againfl: 
ShoLUt Jung, the Purranca Nabob, as an objeft 
moie important for when I was twice condutded 
into his prellnte, aftei the ll^ricnder of the fort, 
his Hiil quellion to me was, “ Will you all engage 
“ to join me againft the Fiench Unifoimhas 
been the condudt of the goveininent to another 
part of Mahabut Jung’s advice ; for though liber- 
ty of trade is granted to the Danes and FiufTians, 
yet they are piohibited {ortifications or gariifons. 
And in fuitherpioof of the icfolution of the go- 
vernment todiveft the Europeans of their foits and 
garnions, and that we weie the objedts of his 
policy, and not of his icfcntment only (from cither 
one particular private caufe or other, that may be 
tranlmitted you) I may juffcly add, the appiehen- 
lions of the French and Dutch themfelves, who, 
on the Gift approach of our tioubles, font flrenu- 
ous difpatches to their Piincipals at Batavia and 
Pondicheny, for the moll expeditious i’upplics of 
men, ammunition, &c. and I doubt not it will be 
fcon their tuin to legiet the having fo quietly given 
us up as a facrifice, unlels the Suba Ihould be van- 
quilhed in his piefent expedition againfb Shocuc 
Jung. 

2 1 ft. The !}d inftant (November) a Perwannah 
reached the Dutch, from the Suba’s camp — de- 
manding them to join him againft us, with threat- 
nings il they refufed ; and the fame day, a Pei- 
wannoh came to the French faflory, purpoiting 
that the Suba was informed they were carrying on 
their foitifications, and if they did not immediately 
defift, he would pals through the Dutch fadloiy 
and fetdement, and with their (the Dutch) foldiers 
(leftiiiy their fort, and diivc them out of the coun- 
try, as he had done the F.ngliOi ; and the govern- 

U ment 
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ment has already obliged the French to talvC down 
iheir colours eredted on the bounds. 

22d. I believe. Honourable Sirs, it will by this 
time appear clearly evident to you, that the govci n- 
ing principle in the Suba was political, and the 
real objedt of his proceedings the demolition of 
your forts and garnfons, as his demands always 
exprefled ; not that 1 will be hardy enough tv) 
aver, he had no concuriing rubordinate caufes, that 
had a fpecious colour of refentment and thw le- 
fledtion leads me to confider ilic otlur two .ii tides 
of the Machulkah, as the r being infntcd cany 
the appearance of complaint, though never beloie 
urged by him in any of his demands, as tranfm.tted 
us by yourfervants at Coflimbuzar. 

23d. That the abufe of Diiftieks Ihoiild be one 
caule of complaint, I am not furpnzed at the 
face of your confiiltations juft before the difpaLclt 
of your laft year’s Ihips, will give you, Honoura- 
ble Sirs, my fentiments of the ill ufe made of this 
indulgence to your fervants ; my motion and mi- 
nutes on this fubjedt were, after the difpatch of 
your fliips, taken into confideration, and fuch re- 
medies and checks r.’folved on, as were judged 
might put a flop to the abufe. 

24th. That w'e fhould not protcdl the King’s 
ftibjedls, is an article will bear a much larger dil- 
cuffion. This prohibition, in the extent it might 
have been cau led by the government, whenever if 
was inclined to obftruil your bufinefs or plunder 
your merchants, would have lendered your riade 
uoft precarious ; had ihe article been explained 
b as to prohibit oui giving protedlion to thole who 
vere adlually fervants to the goveiniiient, or others 
lot born in or for a term of years fettled under ouf 
olouis. It would, I think, have carried nothing 
njuft 01 unrealonable in it ; but that was by no 
leans the leal intention of it. The article had 

a latitude 
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^ latitude ill cxpiefTion, that would include your 
merchants and inhabitants whenever the Suba or 
his minillers were pleafed to call on them ; a call 
they would never fail in, on feme pietence or 
other, whenever they had got any thing worth 
taking , fo that in truth it would have been as 
impofllble for us, confiftent with youi inteiefts, to 
have fubfenbed to this alticle, as to the other, re- 
garding the demolition of your fortifications ; and 
the moiL favourable teims intended for us (which 
I could with the utmoft diligence learn when at 
Muxi-dabad) were, that if we had paid an implicit 
bbcdicnce to the Suba’s commands, by delivering 
otir forts, and difmiflion of our gsttrifons, we fliould 
thcil liavB been permitted to trade, on paying 
Armenian duties 5 admitting a Fowzdaar into 
your fcttlcmcnt on the part of the government, 
and relinquifhing to them all duties of confulage, 

revenues, &c. Terms fcandalous and injurious 

to your honour as well as commerce ; terms which 
we could never have fubmitted to, even if we had 
feccivcd no alarm from the fide of France, without 
faciificing the rights of your Phirmaund, giving up 
tevery part of our tfuft, and breaking through 
your repeated ftanding orders for more than 30 
years paft. 

25Lh. Thus, Honoutable Sirs, it will appear to 
you, that fubmiflion could not have been paid by 
us to two articles of the Machulkah, executed by 
your Chief and Council of Coflimbuzar, and that 
wc had many months before guarded againfl. (as 
much as in us lay) the complaint laid in the third ; 
if the honours and confciences of men were to be 
influenced by checks the moft binding and folemn ; 
But It IS plain the tsvo articles of complaint were 
at the lad infeited, to give a colouring for enfeicing 
the third and only one (our fortifications) the Suba 
until then infifted on, and had really m viev/. I 
U a am 
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am fcnfible, no fmall pains will be taken to thiow 
the life of your misfortunes here, on every caiile 
but the right. 

e6th. From the appearance of the Suba’a letter 
to Governor Pigotr, your Prefident feems to be 
folely culpable in drawing on his lefentment; but 
neither juftice nor probability will juftify the con- 
cluGon, Angry he certainly was, at the terms of 
this letter ; but had not his refentment been much 
deeper founded, the terms of this letter, or the 
erior of one of your fervants, would never of 
itfelf have provoked him, or can vindicate the 
cruel deftrudtion both public and private, attending 
his proceedings, which fell equally heavy, as well 
on the natives, fubjedts of the Mogul, as on your- 
felvcs and us and the immenle plunder of Cal- 
cutta, we know, was one no fmall fubordinatc 
motive (inflillcd into him by one or two harpies 
in confidence about him) for his maich againft us, 
at a time when he was rapacioufly plundering 
wherever he could ; amafling wealth to enable him 
either to buy at Couit his confirmation in the 
Subalhip, or keep fuch a ftanding foice on foot, as 
would fecureit to him, in fpight of any oppofition 
or 01 dels fiom thence. 

27th. That matteis might have been accommo- 
dated with the Suba, for a fum of money, as was 
effedled by the French and Dutch, I am likewifu 
fcnfible will be ftrongly aliedged agalnfl: us ; but 
by whomfoever it is, I will be bound to fay, they 
aie cither ignorant of the chain of politics and 
circLiraftances which influenced and led him on, 
or never rcafoned or thought upon them. The 
Suba’s whole condudt cppclcs this allegation; his 
ininiltcis wen, by our oideis founded on the alttr- 
natite, and your Clue! and Counril of ColTnn- 
buKai afluied us, that he had dcclaicd money was 
not the ilnng he wanted, but that we fliould defifl. 

licm 
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frotn our fortlfica cions, and dcftroy our new 
woiks, &:c. 

28th. The protcflion granted the family of 
Raag'oullob, (of which I have alicady given a 
faithiul account) will, I alfo know, be urged with 
circuniftances that never cxifl-cd, as matter of 
heavy complaint againil us, though the Suba never 
(that came to ourknowledge) made complaint about 
it. I will not vindicate the pioteftion being cen- 
limied to them until the deceafe of the old Suba , 

T have alicady, and I think juflly condemned it; 
but (this excepted) I will hops the circumllances 
attending and uiging it, will be fufficient to 
extenuate thatpait ol our conduft. 

29th. I am informed it has been cruelly alTcrted, 
and publiflied by the French, that the bringing 
down the Nabob and his aimy, and the dcferciou 
of the fort, dec, had been long a cqncerted fcheme 
of ilie ricTident and the lell of the Gentlemen of 
Council who went off in tlie (hipping, and they 
mention in proof, as a corroborating circumftancc, 
myfclf and the other Gentlemen of Council being 
lelc a facrificc behind, (who they fay ufed generally 
to oppofe their meafures) with this addition, chat 
they had embarked and caiiied off with them the 
grcjtclt pait of the wealth of the fertlcment. 
ilowfoevcr little right thefe gentlemen have to 
expert a vindication of their co'idaot from me, 
yet here common juftice to them forbids my Glence, 
and urges me to defend them from a chaige. which 
I bdevefiom my heait to be infamouAy lu.lle, not 
only as to the a£t but the intention , nor would I 
rveii repeat a libel fo fc.iiidalous and untrue, had 
I not ff'ciMved information that lome of your own 
f'-rvanC'» h .d forwaided Ifont your fubcrdinare lor 
want of a better) the public narrative the French 
in Bengal lent to thcir fiipeiiors, of the captuie of 
Fori William •, in which narrative 1 hear the 
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above cruel charge has a place in nearljr the fame 
terms I have recited it, with many other caufes 
affigned for this misfortune, equally void of pioba- 
bility or truth. 

goth. It will by fome, I doubt not, be repre- 
sented to you that Omychund was at the bottom of 
all the Suba’s councils and proceedings againfl. us ; 
^he part he really afted under cover, in this affair, 
IS difficult to diftinguifh and point out j that he 
was much chagrined at the little influence he had m 
the fcttlcment foi a few yeais lafb paft, is moft cer- 
tain, in applications to the Durbar, (wherein he 
ufually was the aftingpeifon between the Company 
and the Government) little ufe had been made ot 
him, poITibly more had been better. — Be this as it 
will, it IS mofl. certain, he had no general weight 
for thefe four or five years, beyond what hi.s wealth 
gave him, fo that his name and leputaiion became 
lelTened in the eye of the goveinmcnt as well as in 
Calcutta, Picqued at this, and implacable in his 
refcntmcnl, it is not improbable he worked with 
fome inftruments of the Durbar, to embioil us in 
fuch a manner as would make his mediation and 
affillance neceflTary, and thereby regain his credit 
and influence with both; little imagining things 
would go the length they did ; in which it mult 
have been moft evident to him, his own large pof- 
feffions would be equally the Suba’s prey, with 
(?ours : that he advifed the dilpatch of Naran Sing,* 
:o dernand Raagbullob’s family, and introduced' 
lira into the fettlemenr, will not I think admit of 
loubt, no more than that he deeply relented his 
leing turned out of it again. His endeavours 
vith Wazeed, to mitigate things, when ha leally 
ound they were coming to extremities, was X 
leiieve fincere enough until his imprifonmcnt by 
he Prefidenr, an act of his power and foie authO' 
ity, for w^ich the pretence made ufe of was, in 

my 
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my j Lidgment, by no means fu 95 cient , the corref- 
pondence dctedled between h.ni and Rajaram 
Harkarali, (the Suba’s head fpyj which was lead 
in the piefence of many of us, contained m our 
opinions notliing to vindicate it, nor had your Pre- 
fijent even the confent or approbation of his Coun- 
cil for this ftep, or did he, that I icmcmbcr, evei 
require it. On his imprifonmcnr, his he.id Jem- 
mauedaar JaT.{Tcmanc Sing {tabbed himfeU', and let 
fire to his maftei’s houfc, and fomc of his women 
either butchered tliemfelvcs, or were butchered by 
otheis in the family, which became a fccne of much 
honor and confufion. It can haidly be doubted 
thatOmychund became defperate in his lel'entments, 
and it is probable enough he expedited the march 
of the Suba’s auny, then advanced, I think, as 
far as Banka Ba^ar •, and it is hkewifc probable, 
that he then fent him the real Hate of the fort and 
ganifon, and atceiwaids might (as has been gene- 
rally fLirpeCtccl) fiom time to time have given him 
intelligence V but ihis is all copjeftuie ; we only 
know, chat his Jemmautdaar jull now mentioned, 
I'lirviving the wounds he had given hunfelf, was 
put upon his horfe, and joined the Suba, whom he 
informed of the tranfaftion lelating to his mafter’.s‘ 
imprifonmeiit ; and when the enemy was lepulfed 
at Baagbazar, he led the van of the army to the 
tallward, and direfled them to the avenues by 
which they entered the next day. 

31ft From others, I believe, you will be told, 
that the dilmilTion of your Dadney Merchants was 
■one caufe of our misfortunes, arifing from their 
cndeavouis at the Durbar to embroil }Our affairs 
at the Arungs, as condufted by your own Goma- 
llahs, hoping thereby to get the Dadney readmit- 
ted, and tUemfclves reinftatcd ; nay fome, I have 
, bsen inforined, have been hardy enough to uige 
and allert that the large mcreafe of your revenues 
■Zemindary was another vciy principal caufc, which 
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ilie\w tl'e Kuba’ti attOiUinn on the itlcmcnt, thonoh 
[i'enilclves, yoiii i'lcfiJcnt ,inu Coiinul, anJ I hi-- 
licve the greatcll part ol the Subadary, as v.cll as 
my Honourable Mafl.ei'i, know the credits ol that 
blanch were only incrcafed without any innova- 
tions made in the branch ufclf , but to ns lol. ai.d 
difadvantage. Many more catifes and lealons equal- 
ly fubitantuil will, I doubt not, be alTignecl and 
tranfmitted to you by I'uch bufy and very fhort-hghtod 
politicians PS thtl'e ; III angers to leal un-'S they 
think they Ih ill not appear of any impoitance, 
ualefs they alfign lome, no matier liow T'ocngiu- 
ous ; but you will now have matcnals c,’.0'jgh bc- 
foie you to form your ovrn judgments. I ihuik 
my conclufions on every caufe that can be alledgetl 
lor the e.vtraordinaiy and unprcLedented condufl: 
of the Suba, have i'a-Jls and piobabihty to 1’upport 
them: To yon. Honourable Sirs, I humbly fub- 
niit them, ^vith this one conclufion more, that your, 
fituation in thefe piovuiccs on a i e-eftabhlhment 
will be fuch ss to admit of only t,wo alternatives i 
that you niufl in futuie, either keep fuch a forti- 
fication and gaiiifon, as will at all times be fulfi- 
cient to force your trade againfl. the oppofition and 
extortion of the government j oi reduce yout com- 
merce to the fuotin^ of the I'niflians and Danes, 
without loiLs aiid gaiiilons «.t all, and on pay- 
ment of the lowell dtuits that can be flipulatcil. — 
The immunities and piivilcges granted you in your 
Phirmaunds, you find novV aie of no validity with- 
out a militaiy cxpence (more, I fear, than equiva- 
lent) to put them in foicc ; but on this fubjett it 
will be my duty, to give you my fentiments on 
anolhci occaiion more at large, whilfl: at prefent I 
leluine the thread of my narrative, broke off at the 
furrender of your fort and faflory of Conimbuzar i 
the eafy captuie of which, concuriing with the 
iSuba’s intentions beyond his c.xpeiftdtions, not only 
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gave the finifliing ftioke to his refnlvcs, but expe- 
clk'jJ .md i'acilitafod liis match to Calcutta; which 
ha !s me to a confiJctation ol the immediate caufes 
of Its liukien leduel'oii, moil nccdiul to be known 
ivi my I J.nioutable M'lleis, as the locks and 
quick lands on which we have unhappily lluick 
and Iplit, Ivinij; taiily and canthdly laid down, 
rniypicvciu a icccnd wicck ol' your eftate and 

Ii iide, 

“’d Thefe caufes I will ben: leave to invedigate 
under three geneial heads ; — ift, The Ibite oi our 
iiuc-'kations and garnfoiis : td. The Ibte of our 
ammunition, guns, and militaiy ftoies . apti, jcl, 
the le»'ei'al errors and iiiifcaiiugcs aiifing from a 
dcfiCicnLy (or rather a total v/ant) ol niihtaiy 
knowletfge or order. 

3'^d. To the firft article of my lirft general head, 
it Will not become me to add much more than I 
let forth 111 my lettei befoie you of the 17th July, 
.diltL*(JcJ Itom Muxadabad to yom other two Fie- 
fidenc’cs of Bombay and Foic St, Geoige. The 
natuic and extent of the power gtven to the Com- 
niittc'e of Foitifications, Mefli’s. Drake, Watts, 
Scot and Manmngham, we have ever been kept 
ftrangers to ; but 1 will venture to conclude, that 
liad the money which was expended on the redoubt, 
drawbtidge, 6ff. creded at Baagbuzat, -and that 
•which v/as meditated to be fpent on the circuit of 
the ditch beyond our bounrls, as alfo that which 
was difburfcd on the batteties, &c. laifcd on the 
Suba’s approach, been timely appiopiiatcd to ihc 
demolition of the houfes round us, to have given .1 
propt r efplanade to the northward, eaftward and 
fouihwaru of your fort, the finking a ditch lound 
It well paliladed, k had been employed to a more 
impoitant ufe and purpofe, and have been a fufS- 
cient difcouragcmciit to the government to have 
prevented any piojeifl: or hopes of attaclcing ic, with 
• ■ any 
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any piobubllity of luccefs. — I am Iciiifible it will be 
urged, the government would have never lull’eicJ 
theie meafures ; a reafoning ex poll fadto will not 
invalidate my conclufion ; loi had jt been thought 
of, or parried into execution, at the commence- 
ment of the old Suba’s licknefs, when every thing 
at the Durbar was in confufion, and both parties 
there employed on their own Ichemes and defigns, 
the work might have been effci 5 led without let or 
hindrance; a Pervvannah might poflibly have reach- 
ed us, to prohibit our proceeding, but no troops 
could have been fent againft us, whillt the atten- 
tions of the claflung intercfts at the Suba’s court 
were taken up in fecunng each their own fifety on 
his demile. What might have been done during 
that favourable interval is fnfficiently evident, from 
the almcft inconceivable ufelefs works which we 
accomplilhcd dining the fpace of a few days only : 
and the fame plea which your Prefident urged m 
his letter to the Suba, fubfifted equally at the be- 
ginning of the old Suba’s licknefs, when we had 
'eafon enough to be alarmed by the approach of a 
wr.r with France. The ruinous Hate ot the line to 
he weftvvaid of the fort, had been a reproach to 
)’ji fettlemenr, and to evciy thing bearing the 
.ame of foi tifications for more than two years, and 
vas in julfc and ftrong (I will not fay in very de- 
ent) terms reprefenfed in a letter to the Boai^, by 
dr. Jafper Leig h Jones the Captain of your train, 
think in April or May 1755, but no fteps weic 
iken to icpair it until we hdd rcafon hourly to 
xpefb the enemy at our doors. Tlic whole eallcrly 
urtain had been for many yeais in fo ruinous a 
ondition as not to bear a gun , one we fired from 
, a three orfoui pouniei, as I remember, which 
lade its way through the terrace ; through this 
irtain from the principal gate to the nortli-eait 
iftion, were (truck out five or fix large windows. 
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lo iijany breaches made for the enemy, in a quartei? 
too where we were moft liable to be attacked ; and 
to film up the whole, the new Goodowns to the 
fouthward, had rendeied your two foiitherly ba- 
llions ufdefs to each othei, and to the whole Ibuth- 
ei ly face of the fort, which could not b9 flanked 
by a Tingle gun fiom either baflion ; — From a con- 
fideiation ot thefe circumflantes, joined to the in- 
rumbrance of the church and houles sound us, and 
the other wants and difadvantagcs mentioned in my 
letter of the 17th July, it is felf-evidenr, the place 
could not have held out an hour againlt an Euro- 
pean enemy. 

!j4th. The flate qf your gairifon cotnes next 
tmiler view •, a fubjeft on which I could wifh my 
duty to your fervice would permit my filence, as 
tunlis difagreeable to me in the icutal, and very 
pnplcafing to you to hear, muft arife from the 
fmallcft fcrqciny made in it. It is moft ungrateful 
to a benevolent mind, to rchcarfe the faults which 
may bejuftlychaiged even againft the living, much 
moie lb againft the dead, become fo in a great 
TTicafure by theii own errors, and want of know- 
ledge in the duties of their profeflion; but the 
choice and appointment of commanding officers in 
your garrifon, is now become fo important a con- 
fidcration to the well being of youi feivice, that 
none who would have any claim to your favour, 
or would be deemed faithful to the truft you have 
repofed in them, can be vindicated in concealing 
the truth from you. 

35th. Your five commanding officers weie Com- 
m.indant Mincliin, Captains Clayton, Buchanan, 
Wiclierington, and Grant , each of thefe gentle- 
men (Captain Clayton excepted) had feen ferviLC, 
either in Europe or on the Cormandel coaft ; 
Touching the military capacity of our Comman- 
dant, I am a ftranger. I can only fay, that we 

weie 
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tberCj ds did alfo all your blave fubaltems (EnfigniS 
Walcocand Carftaiis cxccpEcd) wheie I will leave 
them, and proceed to confider yom tjoops in ga:- 
rifon 1 confining, as already mentiolied in my letter 
of the i^th July, by the mufter-iolls laid before 
Us, about the 6tli or 8th of June, of X45 in bat- 
talion, and 45 of the train; officers included, and 
in both, only 60 Europeans. We weie taught to 
believe, theiewereat all your fuboidinates, atleall 
200 men, the btft of ovr ganifon, viz. atCoIiim'' 
buzar too, at Dacca about 40, at Luckypoie ^o, 
and at Ballafore about the fame number ; but it is 
certain the numbers there barely exceeded one hun- 
dred : Whether two hundicd ought to have been 
theie, I am not mailer enough of the fubjedt to 
dedal e ; fo am obliged here to refer to your J’lefi- 
denr, fur your further fatisfadlion ; who (or in his 
abfence youi fecond) had always the infpedlion of 
the rolls, and muftenng the men. Of thefe hand- 
ful of troops in garrilon, there were not five that 
had ever, I believe, feen a miifket fired in anger. 
Had the militia of the place been (agreeably to 
your ordeis per Godolphm, anno 1751) regularly 
trained to aims, they might at this jundtufe have 
been a mofi feafonable fupply ; but this elTential 
regtilation, I am foiry to fay, was totally negledled, 
fo that when we came to aAion, there were hardly 
any amongft the Armenians and Portuguefe inhabi- 
tants, and but few amongft the European militia, 
who knew the light from the wrong end of thetr' 
pieces. From the militia, about 65, chiefly Eu- 
ropeans, cnteied volunteers in tl,c battalion, (moll 
of them your own covenanted fervants) in whofe 
|uft praife, I can hardly fay enough. They fuftained 
every hardlhip of duty, greatly beyond the mili- 
tary themfelves ; their addrefs in the life of their 
irms was aftoniftiing, the fhoi t time there was to 
lain them confidered 5 rnd though their biavcry 

may 
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may have been equalled, I ana fure it has not been 
exceeded, by any fee of men whaifuLver. A. con- 
fider.ibk* body of thefe, were on the Saturday 
morninrf relieved from duty, and were gone oil 
boaid the fliips to depofit their papers, or on other 
o-cafions relative to their private affai is •, as wcic 
likewife on the like call, many of the militia, with 
four of their officeis, to wit, the reverend Mr., 
Maplctofc Captain-lieutenant, Captain Heniy 
■VVed.erburn, Lieutenant of the fiifl- company, 
and Enfigns Sumner, and Charles Dodglas, all of 
tliem gentlemen who had failed in no paitof duty, 
cither as officers or foldiers, in the defence of the 
place; fo that theie is no reafon to doubt the 
veracity of their ov’n aflertions, in which they are 
joined by the volunteers : “ That they had no 
“ intention, but to return to the defence of the 
“ place, until they faw your Prelidcnt, Command- 
“ ant Minchin, Captain Grant and Mr. Macket, 
“ quit it (Meflrs. Manningham and Franldand 
'• having quitted it before) and a (yuieral retreat 
“ ruinouied.” and indeed, immediately after, all 
means of returning were tut off from them, by 
the falling down of every fhip, vcflel, and boat. 
Thus, Honourable Sirs, you fee our garrilon, 
fmall as it was, reduced and weakened, both in its 
llrengch, officers and councils, in a veiy impor- 
tant degree, to the dilhcaitening thofe who flayed, 
and encouragement of the enemy ; and when it 
is confidered, thofe lemaining, including ofBctrs, 
volunteers, foldiers and militia, did not exc>.ed one 
hundred and feventy men ; and that of thofe there 
weie twenty-five killed, and about fever, ly wound- 
ed, before noon the 20th, and the whole cxhaullcd 
of tlieir llrength, by continual duty and action, and 
our people of the tram reduced to fourteen only 
it would not, I hope, have been wondered at, had 
we furrendered your fort without pa: ley or capitu- 

1 laC'Or, 
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latior, tIioup;h il is cercaiii we fliooU noL lu^e rur- 
icndcied ouiit'lvc'i, h’d noL oiir own jjeO|>]'j ron,i.d 
the weftein gate during the parley; loi Imv-iig no 
dependance on the clemency of the enemy'vc had 
to deal With, we had meduatcd, in cafe the St. 
George with her boats failed ua, the foicing a te- 
treat that night, through the foutherly baiiier by 
the nver-fide, and to have maiched until we came 
under cover of the fhips, then lying befoic Sur- 
man’s gardens , imagining the enemy would be too 
much employed on the plunder of the fort, to 
have molclted us greatly in our retreat 

:57th. On the fecond geneial head I Jhall have 
little to fay. That we had not powder fuificient, 
and that we had, not good; that we had haidly 
any Ihells fitted, or fuzees fitted to them; that 
there was hardly a carnage that would bear a gun ; 
that the fifty fine cannon you fent out three years 
ago, 18 and 24 pounders, lay neglefted under your 
walls ; and that we were deficient in almoft every 
kind of military ftoies, are all truths, will not ad- 
mit of any difpute, but who is propeily account- 
able for the'e defedbs, or under whofe immediate 
care or inlpcdtion they weie, or ought to have been, 
mult. Honourable Sirs, be detei mined by your- 
felves. 

38th. I ?m come now to my thiid and lafl: gene- 
ral head, Our own errois ; a iubjedt, I am foiry to 
declare, too fruitful of matter, though bcanng 
gieat extenuation, when it is confidered, we had 
in truth no mihtaiy head to guide us ; and that I 
may be as httle tedious as polfible, I will wave the 
rehearfal of our fmaller enors, and keep to thofe 
more capital ones, which vaiioufly, m my jud'r- 
ment, contributed to the lofs of your fettlement, 
and were the caufes of embarrafling and preventing 
our general retreat, with the public and private 
efieds dcpoficed in your foit , and 1 lliall lecitc 

tliefe 
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thcfo in order of time as they happened, thai^ due 
heed be paid to them, the like misfortune ^y^be 
avoided in future. ' 


39th. Our firft capital error was, the negledting 
taking poflellion of Tannei’s Fort, on our pro- 
vifions being prohibited the fcttlement, and when 


there was no force or tioops there to have oppofed 
us ; this meafure in our firft council of war, I 


moved and urged, with eveiy argument in my 
powci , Ihould be done with 25 or 30 men, and a 
pal ty of Buxerries, and that a battery of fix guns 
iliould be immediately erefted there towards the 


northward or land-fide. In this motion I was 


ftrongly feconded by Monf. la Beaumc, and I think 
Captain Giant only, and conlequently it was over- 
ruled. The utility I thought evident j it would 
have fecured pronfions from the other fide of the 
river, or the Suba mult have divided his force ; it 


would have fecured the retreat of the Ihipping ; 
it might have been a retreat to ourfelves, or if at 
laft drove from it, we had it ftill in our power to 
deftroy it, in fuch a manner as to have rendered it 
ufelefs, and prevent its proving a troublefome thorn 
in our fides, which it may poffibly yet be, if ever 
we advance again to retake your fcttlement, as our 
Ihips muft pafs within almoft piftol-fiiot of it. 
The Gentlemen faw the utility or this meafure too 
late 5 our fliips were fent down to attempt the 
poflelfion of it ; a great deal of ammunition was 
fruitlefsly thrown away againft it j our Ihips re- 
ceived much damage, and were obliged to make 
an inglorious retreat, to the no finall encourage- 
ment of the enemy and our difgrace : and to funa 
up all the misfortunes attending this error, our 
flnps III their flight, with that part of the colony 
who left the fort, were, from the fire they were 
obliged to fuftain from this forr, and the little 
order obferved amongft themfeWes, thrown into 
X fucK 
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fuch confufion that fevcral ran a-Jlioie, and iomCy 
the nchclt in the fleet, fell into the enemy’s hands, 
and were plundered. 

40th, Our fecond capital error, with our fmall 
and untrained gainfon, was, I conceive, raifingthe 
three advanced ports and batteries to the northward, 
caftward, and fouthward, and the gaol, which 
anfwered no purpofe, butexhaufting, hai raffing, and 
dertioying the few people we had. If we, in place 
of this raeafure, had kept our force nioic united, 
withdrawn Picard and Ins party from Baagbazar, 
and taken pofleffion with our mufquetry of the 
church, the Company’s, Meffis. Crnttenden’s, 
Eyres’s, and Omychund’s houfes, the enemy could 
not have approached us without infinite loi's, and 
with hardly any probability of fuccefs Prom thefe 
ports, clofe under the cover of our guns, our 
tioops could hardly have been attacked, much lefs 
been diflodged, as we had fiifficient proofs after- 
wards when the out-ports were withdrawn ; or if 
there had appeared a neceffity of abandoning them, 
their retreat to the fort was fecure ; confiderably 
lefs than half the troops ftationcd at the ouc-pofts 
would have been fufficient for this fervice, and this 
impoitant confequence had followed, a regular 
relief for duty, of which we had none, as things 
were unhappily condudled, nor would that infinite 
confufion and diforder in the fort have enfued, 
which did on withdi awing thefe batteries ; the foic 
liad been in a manner left defencelefs for the 
luppott of ihem, and httls benefitted by the re- 
turn of tioops, fatigued and hardly able to fland, 
*— — You have. Honourable Sirs, an exadt plan 
of your leitlemenr, and of every houfe in it, on 
'itjfpeirtion of which, you will, at one view, fee the 
inutiluy of thefe three principal out-ports. That 
to the noicliwaid was cieffcd to defend the pafs 
.between the corner of Mr, Griffith’s houfe and the 
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hvcr-fide, h precaution totally ufelefs, as you will 
find Mr. Gnffith’s houfe, your falt-petre Godowns, 
and the whole ftrcet were commanded by the guns 
on the noith-eaft baftion, within lefs than mufket- 
Ihot of your fort. That the eaft-wardj at the 
Court-houfe, you will find commanded by the 
battei y over the caftci n gate, and from the old and 
new fouth-eafl. bailions within mulket-ftiot. That 
to the fouchward was not indeed commanded by 
any gun from the fort, but field-pieces advanced 
a few paces without your eaftein gate, would not 
only have commanded that, but the other two 
principal avenues to the fort, if the battei yon the 
gate, and the noi th-eaft baflion had not been deemed 
a fufficient defence againft the appioach of the 
enemy -, and had they advanced by the ditch to 
the fouihward of the burying-ground, and up the 
avenue between that and my houfe, or penetrated 
through the burying-giound, we ftill had nothing 
to apprehend fiom them, as the whole fquare be- 
tween the foil therly face of the foit and the hofpital, 
and gate of the burying-ground, was commanded 
not only by the new fouth-eaft baftion, but by 
feven four pounders on the new Godowns, and our 
fmall arms from thence and the Company’s houfe. 
Had the difpofition I have mentioned been made, 
and the walls of the Loll Baag and thofe oppofite 
the Company’s houfe been levelled, it is more than 
probable the Suba at laft would have been obliged 
to retreat with his army ; for it is plain he had none 
wiih him capable of eredtmg any battery that could 
have huit us, (that which did us moll damage 
being our own i8 pounders turned againft us from 
the Court-houfe) and with their fmall arms, there 
was hardly a polTibihty of approaching near enough, 
to have affedled us. — My conclufions. Honourable 
Si!S, are on this head, the lefult of reafon, and a 
late fatal expeiience, and not of art, for I am no 
X 2 loldier i 
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foldier ; but I cannot help thinking fuch would 
have been the falutary difpofition, had we been 
happy enough to have had a foldier at the head, 
or a chief commanding officer in any degree ildllecl 
in the art of defence 'j but, in place of it, lines 
were formed, which required ten times the number 
of men to defend : lucky we were in having an 
enemy who had as little fkill and addrefs in the 
attack, as we in the defence, and much lefs refo- 
iution, or on the night of the i6th or lyth, they 
might have entered at four different polfs, and cut 
off the retreat to the fort of each of the five ad- 
vanced batteries (including Baagbazar and the 
gaol) for not a gun could have been fired to cover 
their retreat, but muff have been equally levelled 
at our own troops as at the enemy. In the avenues 
between Meffrs. Coalc’s and Omychund’s houfes 
we funk a ditch and threw up a bank within, which 
polV, for want of people, was trufted to the guard 
of four pykes only. The importance of this poft 
will appear in a moment, (fiom the plan of your 
fettlement before you) through which the enemy 
might have thrown ten thoufand men into the very 
center of our lines, before, or as foon as we could 
have known any thing of the matter. In the 
avenue north of the Court-honfe Tank or pond 
was another ditch funk, which, from the fame 
caiife, was little better defended than the former. 
From the fouth-eaft angle of the park, to the corner 
Mr. Lafcell’s houfe, was a third, defended by 
i corporal and fix men. The fourth was at the 
mtiancc into the fqiure of the Leffer Tank, Mr. 
Ptitham’s houfe, and defended by a detachment 
Vom the fbiith advanced battciy; at neither of thefe 
OL'r incei mediate polls were planted a Angle cannon, 
ind they might have been foiced in the night, with- 
lut the lofs of ten men to the enemy, and the 
legleft of it coll them fomc thoufands. I am the 

more 
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more particular on this fubjefl;, in proof of the 
eiror I have here cenfured, becaufe, from the 
plan before you, you will be convinced, that the 
fotcing any one of them m the night, would have 
intercepted the letreat to the fort of the tioops 
llationcd at all the advanced batteiies, and caufed 
the immediate fui render of the fort, and points 
our, not only the danger and inutility of thefe bat- 
teries, but the impropriety of forming an extent of 
line we had not men to defend. And to compleat 
our blunders in engineering, a trench was funk thio’ 
your park, fiom North to South, within little 
more than half mulket-lhot of your baftions, the 
earth of which proved (after the advanced batteries 
weie withdrawn) afecure bieafl-work to the enemy, 
and from whence they did us the greatefh injury 
With their fmall arms. We were, it is plain, engi- 
neers in theory only, with the additional misfor- 
tune, that thofe in ilipeiior command either had 
noj'udgment in the direftion, or did not chufe to 
Ihow It, whiltl: others who had probably better, 
could not with propriety interfere ; to which I may 
add, we had neither time for piojeftion or exe- 
cution 5 a ftill further proof we ihould have re- 
mained fatisfied in occupying the houfes round us, 
and trufted to our foit only. 

41ft, A thiid error, and which I efleem a capital 
one, was the neglecting to attack the lear of that 
body of troops which fuppoited the enemy’s 12 
pounder, in the attack of the gaol the 1 8 th. This 
body conliftcd of 5000 chofen men and ofBceis. 
The troops that defended this poft fullained the 
enemy’s attack for fome time in the open road, be- 
lore the gaol, with two field-pieces and their fmall 
arms , but being entiiely open to the enemy, and 
having fome killed and level al wounded, they were 
obliged at laft to reticat under cover into the gaol 
with tlieir fickl-picccs, having before piepaied two 
X 3 embiazuies 
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embi'azurps for them in the wall, winch commandecj 
the avenue thiotigh which the enemy w-s adv.incinp„ 
and the pofl: was ohllinalely and gallantly dtfcndcd 
for a gieat while, under the comm.'ud of Monf, 
la Heaume and Eiifign Cai flans, Duung the at- 
tack of" this pofl, ancijufl after the troops reticiUed 
into the gaol, wc projefled at the center advanced 
battery, the attacking the enemy in the rear, with 
25 or 30 men and two field-pieces, to be maiched 
from the Noi di battciy, whilfl. we advanc'cd two 
more fiom our pofl, with all our infantiy and 
militia, and joined the troops at the gaol to make 
one general fally and attack on them m front, whilfl 
the detachment from the northwaid fell on the 
rear by order of Captpn Clayton, who commanded 
at the center advanced battciy. I wiotc flicnuoufly 
CO the Prefident, to let him know our intentions, 
and requeued he would inflantly order the detach- 
ment, with a couple of field-pieces, to advance 
into the middle road on the enemy’s rear ; to which 
we received anfwcr, “ That it was impoflible, there 
“ were not men to fend.” Theenor I cenfuie on 
this incident, is the not fufHciently confidcring the 
importance of it, and the troops that might have 
been without danger or inconvenience detached on 
this fervice, had the North advanced battery been 
divefted entirely of the nnilketry flationcd there, 
and with the volunteers fent out, the pofl would 
have lun no rifqiie, whilfl theie remained only a 
fmgle officer, and people of the train fufficient to 
attend the battery j or on the march of the detach- 
ment, (if it had been judged ncccflHry) that bat- 
tery might have been rcinfoiced with a detach- 
ment of the militia from the fort, as ours at the 
center battery had been the lyth at night, under 
Enfign CImles Douglas, when Captain Clayton 
was oidered on a piquet of 50 men, to fecure the 
retieat of Lieutenant Blagg, and the troops from 
Baagbazar ; or fome people might have been 
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dranghtecl ofT from tlie fouth advanced battery, 
which had not once been (nor was lihely to bej 
attacked : the misfoi tune cf this negleit will beft 
appear horn thealmoft certain confcquences which 
would have attended the c.iiijing it into execution 
There was no impediment that could haveobllruc- 
led the detachment’s aiiiving diiedlly clofe on the 
back of the enemy, who would have been between 
two fires, without hardly a poGibility ol a tithe of 
the whole bouly e'eaping a lepulle and flaughtei, 
whuh, I am convinced, would have ftiuck fuch a 
panick into the enemy, as, in all human proba- 
bility, had obliged the Suba to have retreated, and 
d opt his defigns againlt us. — Touching this eiroi, 

I am far from blaming the Piefident j I oidy regret 
his misfortune of having no commanding militarv 
officer neai him, who could have feen atfidl figlu’, 
and convinced him of the impoitanc ufe this fally 
would have been to the fervice. 

42d. The abandoning the center advanced bat- 
teiy, at the Cotiit-houfe, has by fomc been aflcitcd 
as the caul'e of the lofs of the foit, and confcqtiently 
comes under the head of our errors, and requires 
confideration in the fouith place, the more fo as I 
am convinced much flrefs will be laid on this catifc, 
by thofe who are totally ftrangers to the fituation 
of things at that b'’ttery, or the realons which 
male it needful to abandon it. — This poft was 
commanded by Capt. Cliyton ?s elded Captain 
(next to the Commandant) myfclf as Captain of 
the firfl company of militia, WaS dationed under 
him. At this battciy, with a detachment of the 
nnli'ia, we had on the whole, including odiceis, 
batc.ilion volunteers, militia, and train, about 90 
men and 15 Buxernes, two fix potineleis mounted 
On the bifteiY, tv%o field-pieces, and two lUpoun- 
tlers. — I’lom the mod fupetiicul view of tins pf'd. 
It was evident, to anv capacity, that the enemy 
X 4 wouUl 
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would never venture to make an open attatl: 
againll it ; our muflieUy, for this reafon, bceame 
uTelcfs at the battery ; the manifell and only icr- 
vice that could be made of them, was Rationing 
them in the houfes round us whiclj commanded 
the battery, and the leffer avenues leading to u 
but this very important ftep not feeming to be 
attended to by Captain Clayton, myfelf, and Cap- 
tain Henry Wedderbuin my Lieutenant, took the 
libel ty to leprefent to him, the utility and ablblutc 
necelTity of this meafure. Piqued, I fear, that a 
thing fo obvious did not occur to himlelf, he le- 
plied, there were not men enough ; he would not 
weaken his poft ; though this moft certainly was 
the only means of ftrengthening it. As often as 
we uiged it, he perfifted in his erior; the conle- 
quence was natural j the enemy benefited by our 
negledt, took pofleffion of every hogfe round us, 
and of the play-houfe alfo, after the gaol was 
abandoned in the afternoon, and from thence by 
half palt four in the afternoon, were breaking out 
feveral loop-holes bearing on our battery. About 
this time the enemy had forced the pafs by Mr, 
Putham’s houle, and had got in multitudes within 
our lines , they had obliged the detachment from 
Captain Buchanan’s pofl, under Lieutenant Blagg, 
to ictieat to the South battery. They had alio 
obliged the guard by Mr. Laffell’s hoiife (which 
we fiom our poft had leinforced with two Ser- 
jeants and 20 men) to retire, and were fcemingly 
advancing to attack our poft in flank, through the 
Lell Baag, and intercept our retreat but having 
brought one of the 18 pounders to bear upon 
them, and fweep the whole caflerly fide of the 
lelfer great Tank, we flopped their career with 
■nuch flaughter ; the fort at the fame time keeping 
i v/arm firing upon tliem from the baftions. Thus 
urcumftanced, Capt. Clayton ordered me (I think 
3 about 



C S13 1 

about five in the afternoon) to go down to tffe 
foit, and reprcfcnt the ttate of the battery, and 
lereive orders, whether the poft fhould be with- 
drawn or maintained. The ordeis weie to with- 
diaw it immediately, and fpike up the cannon we 
could not biing off.. I returned with thefe orders, 
and, to my adonilhment, found the two iS poun- 
deis, and one of the fix poundeis on the battery 
fpiked up, and the pofl. in fiich conftifion as bais 
all defeription. There was nothing could have 
pi evented our bringing off the cannon, and mak- 
ing the moft legular and foldicr-like reticat, had 
we been commanded by an officer of icfolution and 
judgment ; but as it was, our retreat had more 
the appeal ance of a confulcd loiit, bringing off 
only one field-piece, and the cannon Ipiked with 
fo little art, that they were eafily dulled and turned 
againfl: us. The ordeis for withdrawing this poft 
cii cum danced as it then was, cained the titmoft 
propriety with it (the enemy having then made 
lodgments m the theatre and houfes clofe round us) 
for though with our cannon and cohorn ihells ad- 
vanced without the batteiy, we diflodgcd the ene- 
my from two of the houfes, to wit, Mr. Bourchicr’s, 
and that formeily belonguig to Mr. Twifsj yet, 
in an hour more, not a man could have appealed 
on the battery, or ftirred in or out of the Court- 
hoLife, without being a dead-mark to the enemy ; 
to fay nothing to our people’s having been nced- 
lefsly fatigued and harrafled, tofuch a degiee, that 
I believe, m two hours more not a man of us would 
have had flieiigih enough to have walked to the 
fijit. On the oiders being ifllied foi abandoning 
our poft, precipitate orders weie fent to Captain 
Idirhanan, and Captain -lieutenant Smith, imme- 
diately to withdraw from the other two advanced 
battel Its, and fpike up their cannon. The reafon 
pleaded and uiged in defence of this h.ifly flep, 
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was the abfolutc necefTity of doing it as foon as the 
center battery was withdiawn. 'Po this I am 
obliged to objeft, as a leaion very infufficient : if 
any rcalbns at all fubfitlcd, for their being eredted 
and maintained prior to the withdrawing the center 
batteiy, they fubfifted as much, if not more, afeer- 
waids , at Icaft, there was no caufe in nature lor 
the order for fpiking up the cannon. The South 
advanced battery had never been attacked, the 
northerly had, in the moining, and repulfed the 
enemy; the only circumdance to be appiehenJed, 
■was the retreat of the troops being cut off, which 
was eafily guarded againd, as we knew tlic enemy 
■was within our lines. A referve battery had bjcn 
thrown up actofs the piincipal fouth avenue, jull 
oppofite to the Company’s lioule, and clofe under 
the cover of the guns from the two foutherly ba- 
ftions, with intention that Cdpt.ilii Buchanan’s com- 
mand Ihould reciie to it with its cannon, ir, cafe he 
was obliged to retire fiom the advanced batceiy at 
the bridge ; but this was never thought of. At 
this referve battery they could not be attacked, 
without infinite lofs to the enemy , nor flanked from 
the entrenchment cut through the park ot Loll 
Baag, which, in its whole length, was fcoured by 
our iinall amis from the church; that and Mr. 
Eyre’s houfe being taken polTeirion of on abandon- 
ing the center batterv, which likewife fecuied the 
retreat of Captain-lieutenant Smith’s commainl ; fo 
that there could be no leafon ol quitting eiUiCi of 
thefepofts in the piecipitate manner tliey did, which 
was the caufe of infinite confiifinn am<)n,',fl: our- 
fefvcs, and of no fmall cncouiageincnt to rlie enemy, 
and proves a fupport to the c -nfLiie I think I have 
jullly paired on our Iccond capital erior, that it had 
been a h.ippy incident if thefc out-pufts had never 
been thought of. I mull not quit this lubjcft, 
without doingpaiLicul.il jiillicc to Licutcnaiit Bia;^g 
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and ten of our volunteeis, (eight of them your 
covenanted fervants") viz. Meflrs. Law, Ellis, Took, 
N.Diake, Chailes Smuh, Wilkinfon, Dodd, Knap- 
ton* William Parkei and Maepherfon ; thefe Gen- 
tlemen wcie detached from Captain Buchanan’s 
pofb, to fuftain a Seijeant and i6 men polled in Mr. 
Goddaid’s houle, to defend the poll E)t Mr. Put- 
h.ini’s, and thiew thcmfelves into Captain Min- 
chin’ii houfe, from the top of which they made a 
great n.Uir,hter of the enemy ; and when that poll 
wis forti-d, the Scijeant and his men made a pre- 
cipitate reiieat to the battery, without once think- 
ing of the GcnLlcmcn polled at Captain Minchm’s, 
where thefe had a long and bloody conflict with a 
number of the enemy, moU unequal, and at lall 
foiced a retreat, gloiious to ihemfelves, bur with 
the lofs of two of their fmall detachment, viz. 
Mctr.s Smuh .ind Wdkinfon, who by millake were 
fcp.iratcd fiom the bod/ ; the fiill lefufed quarter, 
and killed rive of the enemy before he fell ; the 
ocher called lor quaitcr, but was denied it, and cut 
to pieces. 

43d. 1 have now brought you. Honourable Sirs, 
to the fifth .and lafL aft of our tragedy of errors, 
which bi ought on as fatal and melancholy a cata- 
ftrophe, I believe, as ever the annals of any people, 
or colony of people, fulFered fince the days of 
Adam; to wit, theGoveinot, Meff. Manningham, 
Frankland, Macket, the puncipiil officers, and a 
confideiable part of the colony, abandoning your 
fort, efiefts and garrilbn, with the Ihips and veflel', 
\ 7 hcrcby the reticat of thofc who remained was t-i 
all incenti and purpofes cut off, to the number of 
about 170 peilbn'!, and left a fiiciifice to anexafpe- 
raced and mcrcild's enemy ; amongfl thofe four of 
your council, a great number of your piincipal 
end valuable covenanted fervants, three military 
Captains, fcveral Commanders of fliips, eight or 

nine 
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nine commiflloned officers, many of the principal 
inhabitants, and others. Our proceedings in this 
diftrefsful fituation, I have in few words fummed 
up in my letter of the 17th July from the capital 
of the piovince, which I beg leave to repeat heie, 
left that letter by any accident Ihould not have 
reached you. “ Mr. Peaikc’s waving his right of 
fenionty, he, and the gentlemen in council, witli 
the unanimous approval of the gentlemen in the 
fervice, the ganifon and inhabitants, eledhed me 
their Governor and Adminiftrator of your af- 
fairs during the troubles, and fulpended your Pre- 
fidcnt, and Meffrs. Manningham, Frankland, and 
Macket, fiom your feivice, for their breach of 
truft; as alfo the military officers who accompa- 
nied them.” In my letter above inferred to, I 
indifcriminately blamed the whole who had left us, 
in which I may well be excufed, for I had it not 
then in ray power to make the juft diftindtions and 
exceptions I have here already done j for, in truth, 
it can be incumbent only on your Governor, and 
Commander in Chief, and the Gentlemen of Coun- 
cil, and the officeis who accompanied him in this 
defedlion, to vindicate, if poffible, this piece of 
condu(ft; nor can it be wondeied at, diat thole 
neither in truft nor command, ihould quit a cjule, 
where thofe who boic the higheft diuinftions in 
both, delertedit: That the foit was not tenable, 
is a truth cannot be contradicled, any moie than 
that a general letreat, with all its effefts public 
and private, might, with eafe, have been eneded, 
had thofe on whom it refted done their dutj'. 
When I mention a geneial retreat, J would be un- 
derftood to mean no moie than the European inha- 
bitants, the garrifon and their families ; as for the 
multitudes of others that were (by an infatuation 
not to be accounted for) admitted into the fort, to 
the number of 6000 at leaft, they muft have been 
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abandoned ; they would have fuftered nothing by 
being left behind, and would have caufed much 
embanairment and dillrefs to the whole by being 
embarked. As I have before done juftice to the 
officers of militia and others, who were embarked 
without (I am convinced) having any intention of 
abandoning the foi t, I muft in this place likewife 
lender juftice, to the beft of my knowledge and 
infoi mation, to the charadter of one of your Board, 
Mr William Mackett : This gentleman had the 
command of the fecond company of militia, and 
went to lee his lady (and children) on board the 
Dodaly the i8th at night, where he left her dan- 
gcroufly ill abput ii, and returned to the fort, 
though the ftrongeft perfuafions, I am well in- 
formed, were ufed to detain him on board. Could 
any confideration or plea have been prevalent 
enough to ftiakc that of honour, the fituaiion of 
this gentleman’s family, joined to thofe perfuafions, 
would have determined his ftay ; but he rwuiOed 
to the duty his honour called him to, and with the 
confrnt and approbation of Mrs. Mackett. Early 
on the morning of the 19 th, the Prefident, Mr. 
Mackett, the Reverend Mr. Mapletoft, myfelf and 
others, were employed in cutting open the bales of 
cotton, and filling it in bags, to carry upon the 
parapets ; then (I recoiled) Mr. Mackett inti- 
anated to me the unhappy condition he left his lady 
in the picceding night, and expreffed his defife and 
intention to ftep on board for five minutes, to fee 
her : That tins was the foie motive of his going, 
without any defign of abandoning the fort, I am 
convinced of; and is, I think, proved by the 
whole of his behaviour during the fiege, and his 
return to the fort from the Dodaly the preceding 
night. With equal pleafuie I would embrace any, 
even piobable, appearance tojuftify tlie condud of 
your othei fcrvanis in higher truft } agaihft whcwi, 
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I with moie leal concern fay, the chaige hc5 too 
heavy and obvious to admit of exteniuLion. The 
proof, and fupporting this charge, I could wiIli a 
talk impofed oii any body elfe , but unluckily, 
none but myfelf is equal to it, as none can be fo 
well acquainted with the circuniftanccs attending 
it i and however galling the remembrance of my 
own chains, fuffenngs and Ioffes may be, they lhall 
not influence me to deviate from truth, though 
fuch remembrance may urge me to terms of feeming 
bitternefs, hardly unavoidable, when thole lufferings 
can be attributed to nought but the unaccountable 
condudt I am now impeaching^ — a conduct which 
(however palliated by a thoufand frivolous reafons) 
will juftly lay your Prelident and Meffrs. Man- 
ningham and Frankland open to the cenfure of 
breach of tnift, of the higheft imprudence and 
inconfiftence, and prove them ftrangers to the very 
diftates of humanity. 

44th. In what degree either of the above-named 
gentlemen may appear lefs culpable than the others^ 
or really are fo, is not my bufinel's to determine i 
this. Honourable Sirs, I will leave to your judg- 
ments and fentence, whilll I give you as faithful 5 
ftatement of the fadts, as in my power ; that Meff. 
Manningham and Frankland’s falling down from the 
fort with the Dodaly, and refufing to return to it, 
and join our Councils the night of the 1 8 th, thougl^ 
more than once fummoned to it by your Prefident, 
were the primary caufes of all the confufion that 
enfued, will, I think, hardly admit of conteft : 
The defence thefe Gentlemen make to exculpate 
themfeivcs, ftands on the face of the Fulta conful- 
tations of the 14th of July laft, and is replied to by 
me, on iny rei^urn from Ballifore, in a letter 'to the 
iBtoard at Fulta, under date the 25th of Odlober 
kft, a copy of which I hereunto annex the de- 
parture .of the Dodaly (of which tliofc gentlemen 
. , uerc 
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were pare ownet?) and their refufal to return, were 
the caiil'e of ^caloufies and feais, which otherwife 
would never have exifted; and the gaiiifon were 
well vindicated in their conclufions, that when gen- 
tlemen, who bore the moft dillinguilhed charadrers 
both civil and militaiy, had quitted and refufed to 
leturn to their tiulf, and duty, eveiy man was pro- 
viding lor himfLll the belt he could. The Cap- 
tain of the Dudaly exculpates himfelf, by produc- 
ing fiom your Piefident an order of the 15th of 
June, pLiipoiting, that he Ihould obey all fuch 
oiders as he Ihould receive from himfclf or Mr. 
Manningham ; and thefe Gentlemen take the 
advantage of this order, to prove their power, 
and extenuate their departing with the fliip ; 
a power which devolved to Mr. Manning- 
ham for quite anotliei purpofe, and cannot be 
wrefted, with either tiuih or propriety, to the 
purpofe It IS now produced to ferve, as your Pre- 
fident can well witnds. The infpeftion and necef- 
fai y orders to be ifllied in matters relative to the 
Maiine, was nOeicd .md undertaken by Mr. Man- 
ningham, to eafe the Piefident, and not with the 
intention that he Hiould be theieby impowered to 
diftrels him and the garrifon with the defeflion of 
that fliip, and of quitting a truft which opened 
the way, and was, I believe, in fome meafuie, the 
cauic of your Piefideni’s quitting his truft alio on 
the fuccccdmg morning, though I offer it not in 
fufficicnt vindication of a conduft not to be vindi- 
cated in one who boie the charaifter of governor 
and commander m chief of yourfoit and garrifon. 
That things were in the utmoft confufion I admit j 
that nopioper Older, rule or command wnsobferved, 
is moft true-, that the pioccedings of Meff. Man- 
ningham and Frankland were lulpicious and alar- 
ming, I giant i but on whom will all this refledt 
and recoil ? Had, on the firft icfufal thefe gentle- 
men 
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men made lojoin our councils at this impoiMntjiinc 
tuie, the Ihip been remanded back, under the covci 
of our guns, and a detachment feiitto bring them tc 
rhtir duty, in place of their being fuifered to waii 
for one to defend the fliip from the hazaid the) 
themfelves had brought her into, without oidcrs o 
knowledge of any one in the gariifon, the meafun 
would have fpoke tlic governor and commander ii 
chief ; a thoufand mifcliiefs had been avoided, noi 
he himlelf reduced the next day to the unhapp} 
dilemma which at bit ended in his following theii 
example, to the deftruction of thofe left behind 
and with the'knowledge, that neither the Company*! 
treafiire, books, or cflential papers were embarked 
no more than the immenle propeiLy then depofitet 
in the fort, conlilting of your own elfefts and o 
a multitude of otheis, left milerable and indigen 
by the defertion ; in having all means cut off fron 
them of faving it, and With thofe very fliips tha 
■were employed and detained for its piefcrvation 
Fortitude is not given to every one ; and I maj 
moft juftly plead excufe for any failure arifing fron 
our want of militaiy knowledge ; it could not b( 
expected from us, but eveiy aft of common pru 
dcnce will : If the lives of fo many brave ant 
valuable men, who perilhcd by this conduft, meii 
ted no regard, the gentlemen’s own fupport witl 
their Employers depended on their having a regart 
to their effefts cntrufled to their charge ; as trea 
furers, ir was incumbent chiefly on them to fci 
that the rreafure was embarked 5 this was a meafun 
judged eligible in a Council of War, befoie thi 
fort was judged not tenable, and fure ought imme 
diately to have been earned into execution. Tha 
Cooleys could nor be obtained to carry that and th( 
Company’s books off, as alledged on the face o 
■the Fulta confultacions, muft appear to every bodj 
then ingarnfon, and indeed to the whole woild, « 
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pretence to palliate a needlefs pannic, dilbider and 
negleft. That money and effefts were that night 
embarked, is a truth known to every body ; and on 
fiippoficion there was not a Cooley in the fort, a 
fingle Topaz could have embarked the lafl: year’s 
books, the confultacions and elTential papers. But 
it mud appear a fa£t beyond contradidlion, that 
thcfe, and eveiy tiling elfe, were facrificed and 
abandoned to the confideracion of thefe gentle- 
men’s own fatety ; though that no ways endangered, 
but fiom the ftcps taken to fecure it ; for had we 
been joined in our councils, and the fliips con- 
tinued under the proteftion of our gun-', or bi ought 
back, and any the lead command exeited, we had 
it in our powci to leave the Suba the bare walls of 
your fort only, without a gun in it that would 
have been of any ufe to him, or injury to us or the 
fliipping. Had we remained united in our foice, 
and proper fpiiit diewn, and examples made, what 
could have been appiehended from a few drunken 
Dutch foldiers, or a few fediiions among the rabble 
of the militia , the Piefident, council, officers, 
gentlemen in the fervice, volunteers, and principal 
inhabitants, were fiirely more than equal to quell 
any tumult that could have been raifcd by thofe, 
to have obftrudled an orderly retreat with every- 
thing of value depofited in the fort. Had this 
been done with proper coolnefs and refolution, 
and the whole colony proceeded as eaily in Auguft 
as the fleet could pufh out to Foit St George, 
with the efiefls, public and private, immenfe had 
been the gain to both; there pioper meafurcs 
might have been expeditioufly confulted and 
adopted, fbr the re-eftablifliment of tbefettlement ; 
and the remains of our ftiatteied and diflreffed 
colony would have found repofe and Ihelter i this 
Hep would have been eligible, even in the wretclied 
circumflanccs they letired ; but the misfortune is, 
Y errors 
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errors are fruitful, anclgenciall/ beget one another > 
the pannic which feized the gentlemen in coni- 
mand, never loft its influence ; the little liiveil 
was, in the general confufion, loft at Taniu 
and Buzbudgea : and in place of continuing their 
rout to Foit St, George, the alternative of rcfiding 
at Fulta was determined on, and fuch advices ioi- 
warded to that prefidency by Mr, Manninglum, 
as made it a cafe of necefiity to remain there, under 
fuch difadvantages and diflrefles as I believe haidly 
ever a wi etched people laboured, and at an im- 
menfe expence to yourfclves in fuppoiting the 
colony, and freight of Ihips for their icception 
and defence •, part of your expence, indeed, daily 
leflened, by the multitude of deaths heie, which 
has proved a grave to a large portion of the colony, 
and to more than half the detachment and officers, 
fent under Major Kilpatrick ; all which might have 
been avoided by a prudent piocedure to Madrafs, 
as above. Why this was not done, in prefeience 
10 the advices fent, and our niiferable refidence 
here, I am a ftranger, and have not yet received or 
heard one tolei able reafon to fupport the meafurc. 
It has been allcdged, the quitting the river would 
have been giving up the caufe ; had this been done, 
it would have been only giving up a caufe already 
lofl, and which they themfelves had firfi: aban- 
doned : the fleet’s quitting the iiver, would have 
Killed the enemy into a fecunty which would great- 
ly have facilitated the leiaking your fettlemeiit j 
whereas our refidence in it has kept them on the 
alarm, and prcpaiations aic made for the defence 
of it, which probably would never have been 
thought of. Nor is it poffiblc, in my conception, 
to account for this ftrange pcrfevciance in mifeiy, 
and heavy charge to yourfelves, but from two 
motives, which I'wayed the councils of thole genrlc- 
nien who had quitted your lorr, gariifon .and 
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riTe(fT.s, whilfl. they boie the charafters of command 
in it. Confcious and felf-conviclcd of a condndr 
not to he vindicated, it became neceflary that one 
of their own body llaculd be dijpatched to give the 
frfl. impicflion of itj had they piocecdcd with the 
colony, a hundicd moiitiri would have been open 
to lepoit their condufl as well as theii own. This, 
Honourable Sirs, muft, 1 think, have been the 
piinciple they afted on, to allow them the fludow 
of confluence ; if the gentlemen fupport their 
rtmuimng in the river from other even probable 
itufbns, I will b; thefiift to rctradt myfentiments j 
not my fentiments alone, but that of near the whole 
colony. Moie, I think, I need not fay in fupport 
of my chaige againft thefe gentlemen ; that they 
jiiftly incur the cenlurc of b*each of truft, have 
aiSied with the greatell imprudence, and been 
confiflcnt in nothing buteriors, fiom the firft mo- 
ment they meditated abandoning your foi t in the 
manner they did j it remains only that I prove 
they might lafely have retrieved this unhappy ftep, 
by a letUMi to it with all the Ihips, and that, by 
this ncyleift, they not only further meric the cenfure 
1 have alieady pafled on them, but that of being 
ftrangers alfo to the very diftates of humanity. 

45th. The Dodaly (with Meflfs. Manningham 
and Frankland) and fome other veffels, fell down 
the liver the i8th at night. Your Prefident, with 
the reft of the fliips, vefTcls and boats, followed 
them the 19th, about nine in the forenoon : they 
lay in fight of our foit, and flag flying, until the 
zoth. About II in the forenoon, we law the St. 
Gcoige, our laft relource, was a-giound, and 
could not come down to our fnccour, and heard us 
engaged with the enemy dining all this period.— 
They knew the derperacc ftate tliey had left and 
abundoueJ us in, without all poflibillty or means to 
rlcjpe or letieat ; and this their own doing ; They 
y 2 weic 
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were fenflble, we had not ammunition to defend the 
fort two days, or, if we had, that our ftrength, 
with continued fatigue, watching, and aftjon, was 
exhaufted, and that we were reduced to thewretched 
alternative of cither facrificing our lives, by rc- 
folving to die fword in hand, or furrender ourfelves 
to an enraged and mercilefs enemy j and yet neither 
fliips, veflcl, or boat, were fent to favour our 
retreat, enquire what was our fate, or whether we 
exifted, or had periHied, To palliate this, (I be- 
lieve, unequalled inhumanity) the danger of re- 
turning with the Ihips has been, I hear, alledged. 
— Capt. Grant, in his letter to us, in vindication of 
himfelf, the aoth Auguft, aflerrs, he more than 
once urged your Prefident to move up with all the 
fhips and floops before the foj t, once m the pre- 
fcnceof Capt. Young, Commander of theDodaly, 
who reprefented it as a dangerous attempt. I liib- 
mit it to you, Honourable Sirs, to determine, 
whether your Prefident ought to have remained 
fatisfied with an anfwer of this kind, or whether the 
Ihips would have run gi eater rilk in moving up to 
the fort, than they did in moving down fiom it; or 
if theie actually had been danger in the attempt, of 
which there was not even the Ihadow, whilfl we re- 
mained inpofieffionof the foit, was theprefeivation 
of fo many brave and valuable men as were cooped 
up in it, with your treafure, effefbs, books, &c. of 
fucli fmall eftimation with gentlemen, as not to 
meiit one attempt to letncve them, though even 
this attempt had been attended with danger ? But 
It has been urged, that they were at no certainty 
whcLbcr we were in pofllllion of the fort, oi not 
and by fome conjedured, that we had furrendered, 
or the place had been taken by aflault, and thar 
the flag was only kept flying by the enemy to decoy 
I the fleet back. — But if ihefc were the doubts that 
aiLluated them, why did they not fatisfy chemfelves i* 
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A lingle floop or boat fent up the night of the 
iqth, might have hailed us from the baftions, 
without nfk, even if the place had been in pollef- 
lion of the enemy, the central y of which they 
would have been afcertaincd of^ and the fleet might 
have moved up chat night. This motion would 
have put fredi fpirits into us, and given difmay to 
the enemy, already not a little dilheartened by the 
numbers flam in the day when diflodged fiom the 
houl'es lound us, and otherwife, particulaily by our 
fliells and cannon at Lady Ruflell’s and the Court- 
Jioufe. Had the ftiips moved up, andourfoices 
iciinitcd, and part of the ammunition on board 
them been dilembarkcd for the fervice of the fort, 
the Suba might at lafl have been obliged to letreat 
with his ainiy, or at worfl: the efFefts might have 
been fliipped off the aoth, even in the face of the 
enemy, without their having power to obflruft it, 
and a general retreat made of the whole garrifon, 
as glorious to ourfelves, all circumftances confidered, 
as a viftory would have been; the Gentlemen would 
then have found a plan ready formed, to the 
minuteft circumftance, for a general retreat, that 
would have been attended with no diforder, con- 
fufion, or difficulty, if pioper refolution and com- 
mand had appeared : Had your PieGdent, as was 
incumbent on him, hoifted his flag on board the 
Dodaly, of which he was likewile part owner, 
and moved up even the aoth, not a man or veflTel 
but would have followed him, and he would then 
have been early enough to have given a new face to 
things ; but, m place of that, he.rendcred h.mfelf 
totally incxcufable, by not only quitting us him* 
Iclf, but in felling others, and amongft them fome 
of the OJficcis ot the Militia then on board the 
Dodaly, That the atieat was general ; thereby 
cooling the relblutions and endeavours of thole 
who were returning to us, and had never once 
Y 3 entertained 
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entertained a choiiglit of quitting the foit. The 
want of boats has been another caufe alledged for 
a geneial retreat not being praflicable. Were there 
any grounds for this aflercion, where did the fault 
lie ? Though there might have been few boats at 
the Crane Gat, when the Prefidenc went off, yet 
it is a known truth, that the wharfs to the right 
and leftweie lined with them, and that not one of 
them ftirred from the fhore, until immediately after 
he put off, when they all rowed acrofs the river, 
moft of them with grain on board ; and thitf 
delertion cccafioned by neglect of the obvious 
meafurc of having a iufficient guard ovei them. 
But to obviate every excufe that can poffibly be 
urged againft the facility with which we could have 
made the retreat general, 1 will fuppol'e there had 
not a country-boat cxifted, tjiofe belonging to the 
ihips, and the fmall craft, bi ought clofe in lliore, 
would have been amply fuJEtientto have embarked 
the effedts, garrifon, and their families, which we 
had not at all delpaired of eEFedfing, even with the 
*Saint George’s three or four boats, (had fhe happily 
come down to our fuccour) and the affiftance of 
Captain Wichenngton’s pinnace, then lying at the 
Crane. But, in fhort, Honourable Sirs, it is not 
to be wondered at, that, in a panick fuch as evi- 
dently poffefled thofe in the chief command and 
direftion, means the moft obvious fliould either not 
occur, or benegledfedj nor that handles, the moft 
weak and impiobable, fhould be laid hold of, to 
extenuate the conduft refiilting from it : As fuch I 
think inyfelf juftified, in treating every reafon ad- 
vanced in vindication of thefe gentlemen quitting 
the fort in the manner they did, and not returning, 
when it was fo deraonftrably in their power, and 
thereby loling the means of faving your treafure, 
books, and effefts ; of preferving the lives of the 
many gallant woithy men, who penlhed in their 
' 3 defence. 
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defence, anti thus fell a ficrifice ; of preventing the 
tears of the fatherlel’s children and widows, left 
deftituce and unhappy, as well as thofe of the 
many parents and relations, depiivcd thus of the 
ornaments of their lamihes, in the mifei able deaths 
of a number of the moll piomifing youths you 
ever had m your fcrvicc, and laflly, of faving 
myfell', and otheis, youi faithful feivanLs, from 
chains, ftianie, and impiilbnmcnt, with other 
dittrefies and fulTeiings hardly to be dcfciibed. 

46 th. This fubjeft, Honourable 5us, difagree- 
able as it is, I mufl: not quit, without fpeaking to 
an afperijon which lias been fpiead m the fleet, 
and 1 doubt not elfewl.ere, that, “ thofe who 
“ were Icj't behind, and fome of the principal of 
“ them intended going, had not the means of do- 
“■ mg It been cur off from then, and fo made a 
“ virtue of ncreflity.” This alfeition I will ven- 
tuie to term bold as well as bale, being founded 
on the conje£lure only of fome, with impotent 
hopes to reduce others on a level with themfelves ; 
the mcentions of tlie heart aie impenetrable but to 
the bread it dwells in, therefore I can only fay, I 
Iblemnly believe that not a man left in the fort had 
any intention or defign of quitting it, but in a ge- 
neral retreat, nor could ought be difcovered in 
their behaviour, that eichei did thm or could fince 
give me caufe to alter my fentiments. As to my- 
klf, ufiaind whom I don’t qucftion but this Hander 
is chtelly aimed , it has alio been as audacioufly 
faid, that I was not only privy to yout Prefident’^ 
gtnng away, but was to have pone with him , of 
bjth’he has honourably and publvckly acquitted 
me-, my Imowing mylelf fieebom this fcandalous 
impiuiriun of iiue.nhng lo quit your fort .'other- 
wile tlun in a gcueial letieat) is not enough, a is 
mv duty to cooviii' e mv Honourable M.4lers hke- 
Wife, that lu'.h cculJ not be my defign , if it had. 



L 3^8 ] 

i^iy inocives were fupciior, the means equally in iny 
powei, and the lefleftion lefs in piopoiiion to the 
lefs command and tiufl invefti-d in me. Tliclq 
gentlemen declare they embarked no pnvatc eftctls 
belonging either to themlelvcs or contticucnls, I’he 
Diligence Snow then lying at my Gat, I lent oi- 
deis the i8th afternoon fiom the outer batteiy, to 
embark my calh, plate, eflentlal papeis, and fomc 
jewels, in all to the value of about fifty to fifty- 
two thoufand Arcot Rupees, which was done by 
my own people, my iervants having befoie brotight 
nie word every Cooley ip the fectlement was em- 
ployed m emptying the rice boats .at the fadory, 
fo that they could not get people to cany them to 
the fort, where molt people’s valuable effeds w'ci c 
depofited; my Godowns being unfortunately full 
of heavy and cumbcifome goods, theie was nQ 
polfibility of embarking them, or depofiting them 
in the foit, and my houfe fofar detached as furely 
to be one of the fiift pofleflfed and plundered by the 
enemy, which fo happened. — Had my intention 
been to abindon the fettlement, the temptation was 
gicat, and Hill gieater, as the whole remains of 
my fortune then in Calcutta weie embarked, the 
means in my own hands, the veflcl iindei no com- 
mand but my own, without any pollibility of my 
being obllrudcd the whole night of the i8th, or 
the morning of the igth. II fuch had been my 
defign, 1 might have laid hold of the pretence lo 
accompany Mrs. Drake, and the ladies embarked 
on board the Diligence, about eleven the night of 
the 1 8 th, or afteiwaid', when I rcqueflcd andfent 
Monfieur Le Beatimc, with three of my fervants 
to embark on board that velTel, for the gieater 
fecurity of her and the ladies. Such were the 
opportunities, and fuch were the temptations I 
had to have quitted your fort, but the thought 
^ever entered my bieafl:, ' nor of any one elfe, with 

the 
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the ceitainty of the letrcat being general the fiic- 
cceding night ; and that I neither did go, nor 
had a Icntimcnt that tended to it, I am ftill happy 
in , and notwithflanding all my fufi’erings ; and 
with this refledlion, that had I gone, I had in all 
human probability laved the above remains of my 
foitune, which fell a prey to the enemy the 2 ill, 
at Biizbudgce, without any one friendly, humane, 
or falutaiy ilep being taken by the fleet or thofe 
who commanded in it to preferve the Snow : The 
officer on board, having iveighcd in the general 
lOut, and accompanied the other fliips without my 
oidcis Of knowledge. As to our having “ made a 
“ virtue ot necelTity,” thefe gentlemen Ihould be 
the lall to n'p roach us, or take advantage even m 
cxprelTion of the neccllity they had reduced us to; 
that any has alTumed a virtue fiom it, I do not 
believe ; we did our duty and no moie, in defend- 
ing your picpeity as long as was in our power, 
winch ceitamly is a virtue compaiatively confi- 
dered, with ulpcdV to thofe who did not do fo. 

4yth. Thus, rionouiablc Sirs, I have with 
ftiidt truth to the lumoft of my knowledge and 
remcmbiance, tiaced out and laid before you, the 
yaufes and vaiioiis capital errois, which occafioned 
tlie lofs of your Prefidcncy and iettlements in thefe 
provinces. Ncceflaiy as it has been, 1 am fcnfible 
by what I feel myfelt on this fubjefl, how unplcaf- 
ing to you, thci\foie will not give you fuither 
pain, than in the addition of a few lines, explain- 
ing the manner your fort was tbken, on which J 
find I have in my letters from Muxadabad and 
Ilougly been rather too Ihort. 

4Sih. Having been pielTcd at different times on 
the ?cth, by the gentlemen of council and others, 
to throw out a I'ag of truce, I oppofed it as much 
as polTib'e, forefecing the little utility would aiilc 
jrem it, confidering the enemy we had to dejil with, 

and 
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and that they were as perfcftly acquainted with our 
difbreffed fituacion, as we ourfelves ; however, td 
quiet the minds of every body as much as in my 
power, I caufed a lettei to be wrote the zoth, 
early in the inoining, by Omychund, who was 
left a piilonct in the fort, to Raja Mcnick Cliund, 
to the following purport. “ That, as he and his 
“ houfe had always been a friend and tenant to the 
“ EngliQi, we hoped to experience it on this occa- 
“ fion, and that he would ufe his influence with 
“ the Suba, to older his troops to ceafe hoAilities , 
“ that we were ready to obey his commands, and 
“ pel filled only in defending the fort, in prefei- 
“ vation of our lives and honours.” At tins pe- 
iiod I vvas ut no ccrtinty oi the Suba’s being at 
the fiege in peifon, .'iid all the hopes I had liom 
this letter, or a flag of tiuce, w.is to anuil'e them 
until the St George came down, and that we might 
have the night to make our general letreac in. 
About noon, as I before obferved, the enemy wetc 
repuUed from the attacks they made this day to the 
noithward, and a ceiTation on both fides enfued for 
moie than two houis, and not one of the enemy to 
be feen; the gentlemen of council, ofliccis and in- 
habitants, Ihll piefling me, I was prevailed on to 
confetit to a flag of truce being thiown out bcfoie 
dark. About four in the afternoon, vvord was 
bi ought me that one of the enemy was advancing 
with a flag in his hand, and called to ceafe filing, 
and that we fliould have quarter if we furrendeietl: 
this was judged a favourable jundure to anfwer it 
with a flag of truce; accordingly I repaiied with 
the flag on the original S. E. Ualbon, where Cap- 
tain Buchanan was then pofted, and ordered firing 
to ceafe. I had a letter prepared with me, ad- 
drefled to Roy Doolub, general of his forces, im- 
porting an overture to ceafe hoflilities, till the Suba 
could be wrote to, and his pleafurCkknown. This 

letter 
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letter I tliicw over the lampatts, and hoifteJ the 
flag of ti ace on the baition , the letter was taken 
up by tlie pcilon who advanced with the flag, v/ho 
ieiin‘d with If foon after, multitudes of the enemy 
eamc out of then hiding places round us, and 
flocked iindci the walls, a Ihoit parly enlued, I 
demanded a truce to hoftilitics, until the Si'ba’s 
pleafure could be known, to which I was an* 
fwiied by one of his officers from below, that the 
.Sub.i was iljcie, a'ld his pleafuie was that we fliouUl 
jiumediarely luike our colours and fui lender the 
lent, and ouifelves, and that we Ihould have quar- 
tei. I was going to reply, when at that inflant 
Mr. William Bailie, Itanding ntai me, was flightly 
wounde:; by a mulket ball born the enemy, on the 
/ide of hi3 head, and woid was bi ought me that 
ihay wcie .attempting to force the S. W, barrier, 
and wvio cutting .it llie cailL'in g.ite' On being' 
afc.’tMi'icd of thiS, I oideied Captain Buchanan 
co poiiH 1 cannon fiom the Eaflion, which flanked 
tha tv'lein < urt.iin, and told them to withdraw 
from the vails, or I would inllantly fire amongfl: 
theoi V they withdtcw, and 1 immediately toolc 
down the flag of truce, and ftept tea the parade to 
ifllie orders for a general difcharge of our cannon 
and fmall arms. I'he momerv I anivcd there, 
C.'puin iJicklon, fwho now commands t'.e Lively 
Gralib, at nrelent in your i'eivioe) .ind jufl: after 
linn Liifgii W.dcut came running to me, and told 
me the wcltern gate was forced by cur own people 
and b.'tr.tycth i inflantly fenc Bnfign Walcor v/ith 
otwltTS i-o Ice if theic was no poffibility cf focuniig 
it ajaiu ; he leturned and told me it was unpoflibte, 
frji\li.“ licks and bolts were forced olf. On tins 
1 retaraed to Captain Buchanan’s poft, and found 
Ionic ol t!ie cntm.es colours planted on the baflion. 
I alked l.im huw he catre to fufTent; he replied 
hc‘ found farther iwfiiuaiicc was in vain, for that the 

moment 
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moment I had left him, advice was brought hin 
of the weftern gate being bctiayeJ, "and turninj 
inyfelf I faw below multitudes of tlie enemy, whi 
had entered tliat way, and others who had fcalei 
by the S. W. baflion, and the new Godewns, tha 
baftion and the barrier, as 1 afterwards leaint, hav 
ing been deferied the time the weftern gate wa 
forced. To the firft Jemmautdaar who fcalcd a 
the S. W. baftion I advanced, and delivered m' 
piftols ; he told me to older inftantly our colour 
to be cut down; I replied, I would give no fuel 
orders, they were matters of the fort, and migh 
order it themfelves ; he demanded my fwoid, 
lefnfed delivering it, but in pieience of the Suba 
on which the Jemmautdaar earned me lound thi 
rampaits, oppofite to where the Suba was below 
without the walh, from thence I made him tin 
cuftomary Salaam, and delivered my fword to hr 
Jemmaijtdaar ; the Suba fi om his litter returnee 
my Salaam, and moved round to the northward 
and entered the fort by the fmall weftern gate, 
had tliiee interviews with him that evening, one ii 
Dm bar. Ac firft he exprefled much refentment a 
our piefumptiun, in defending the fort againft hi' 
grmy with fo few men, afked why I did not uii 
away with my Governor, &c. feemed much difap 
pointed and diflatisficd at the Aim found m the 
tieafury, afked me many queftions on this fubjcift 
to all v/hicli I made the belt reply that oct lined ; 
and on the conclulion he afllired me on the word ol 
a foldier, that no harm fhould come to me, which 
he repeated more than once, The confcqucncc 
proved how little regard was p.aid to this aflurance. 
for I was with the reft of my fellow fuflcicrs, about 
eight at night, crammed into the Black-Hole Pri- 
fon, and paft a nigiit of horrors I will not attempt 
to dcfciibe, as they bar all defciiptions. On the 
enfuing morning, (the 21ft of June) I was taken 

out 
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out from amongft ilic dead, and again earned Idc- 
toic the Suba, more dead than alive; he feemed 
little alleftcd wlicn I told him the mil'erable cata- 
ftrophe of my companions 5 heanfweied me, by 
laying, he was well informed there was an im- 
mcnie treafuie buiicd or fecreted in the fort, and 
that I was puvy to it, and commanded me to point 
out where u was hid, if I expefted favour (one of 
his Jemmautdaais had told me on the way the caufe 
of my being lent for, and adviled me to make a 
lull difcovciy, or that I fliould be diot off fiom the 
mouth of a cannon the next half hour.) I urged 
every thing poffible againR the information he had 
received, or that if ftiuh a thing had been done, I 
was totally a ftranger to it 5 but all I could fay 
feemed to gam no credit with the Suba, who or- 
dered me a pnfoner, under charge of one of his 
generals, Mhir Modun, and with me Meffrs, 
Court, Walcot and Burdet, as intimated in my 
letter from Muxadabad, to which letter I beg 
leave to refer ft'r the account of our fubfequenc 
fufferings, and to fubfenbe myfelf, with the moft 
pert'eft refpi.£t and duty. 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your ever faithful 

Fulta, Nov. 30th, and obedient humble fcrvant. 
1756- 

Mr, Holwell’j Minute and Dijfent in Council, the 
2or^ e/ Auguft, 1756, at Fulta, 7 ef erred to tn 
the preceding letter of the 2 Sth O&ob&r, 

M r. Holwell obferves that we have a bill 
before us, amounting to Arcot Rupees 
64662 8 Annaes, on account of expences and 
damages of Ihip Dodaly, commencing 9th of 

June, 1756, He further remarks, that the 

charge of this Ihip is founded on her being 
talten up for the defence of the Company’s fort, 

effeds. 
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e&efls, and fetLlcment , but tli-it llie abinclonec 
fucli defence, by falling down liom Lbe fou anc 
feLileincnt, without oideis, the iStli of June a 
night j to which he cannot help actubuting all tin 
niibfoi tunes which cnfued. — He theiefore diflenf 
to any payment or conlidciation being made bj 
the Honouiable Company, on account of hci 
expence, lofs or damage charged in the faid bill, 
except for provifions* See. for the tife of the 
Company’s leivants on boaid. 

jl/r. Hoiweil’j M:nu(o on the Fulta Co7jfu!lat:oKs, 
c.t L’i prfi joining the yJ^eficy at that place^ 

FuJta^ i^thAiigiifl, 1756 . 

C APTAIN Dugald t'ampbcll’s comnuHion 
being tendered to l\fr, IJuKvell to iign, Jk* 
refufed rhe lame, and requeued the gentlemen 
Mould pleafe to excufe his not figning that, 
or any oilier paper whatfoever, in the picfcnt 
ftate of the government affaiis, tor the following 
rcafons ; 

iffc ITc conceives that when the I lonourable the 
late Picfidcnc, and Med'is* Manninghara, Frank- 
land, and Macket abandoned the fort and gauilon 
of Fort William the tStli and i^lh of June laft, 
and quirted the defence of thefe and the lionoui- 
able Company’s efTcdils, they did, by llith aid, to 
all intents and piirpofci, divcfV tlicmlLlves ot all 
ri/hi 01 pretenfions to the futuic government of 
the Company’s nllairs, or the colony. 

2dly. Tliji on the faiJ abdication of the IJo- 
iiourablrt the hire I'leii.lenr, and MclTis. Manning- 
liam, Fiankland, and lVIacl>cr, the lemaining gen* 
tlemi’o of Council (the only government then 
fubfitlniir) did, with the nnamnious approval of 
the ganilun, ollircrs, ik'c. elrft and appoint, in 
Council, him, hir. 1 Jolwell, Governor ot the fort 
..lid gariilnn, .lud adminhlraLji 01 the Company’s 

afTaiis 
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.iR'airs during the troubles j his right to which 
latter appointment, he does not think the gentle- 
men at prefent conftituting the Agency have any 
jufl. power to divefl. him of, or with-hold fiom him ; 
howfoever, and under whatfoever other head the 
remainder of the colony, who ate not fcivants to 
the Company, may think proper to difpofc of 
themfelves. 

3dly. Thauhe late Picfidcnt, and MefTis. Man- 
ningham, Frankland, and Macket being ijuflly as 
he conceives) the igth of June in Council, fuf- 
pended the Honouiable Company’s fervice, tie 
thinks this aft alone fufHcient to divefb them of all 
futute rule in any matters relative to the Company’s 
affairs, until their pleafure fiom Europe be known. 
The more efpecially as the faid fufpenfion mer with 
(as he is informed) the approval and affent of 
Meffrs Watts and Collet, in their difavowing any 
fubjeftion to be due to the orders of the Agency, 
iffued to them from Fulta , a confirmation ot the 
llifpcnfion by lix membcis, the majority of the 
whole Council. 

4thly. That in confequence of the before recited 
tranfaftion, he thinks Mr. Peter Amyat (the fenior 
lervant of the Company then prefent) was on his 
joining the fleet with his faftory of Luckypore, 
the only perfon invefted with any juft title or au- 
thority to conduft the affairs and conceins of the 
Company, anvl to aflbciate with him as many of 
their fervants next in ftanding to him, as he thought 
neceflary, until the anival of the gentlemen of the 
board of Calcutta, who lay under no cenfure or 
fufpidon fiom the fervice. 

5thly and laftly, That, to avoid the further 
embi oiling his Honourable Employers affairs, by 
raifing feuds and differences, winch might enfue 
by his openly and publicly aflerting and claiming 
his undoubted title to the admin. ftration of them, 

he 
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he fubniits fuch Ins juft right to the bienft') of the 
Agency themfclves, and will quietly abide by their 
detei mination ; but cannot, by any ad o! Ins own, 
either wave fuch his juft title, or admit any juft 
authority to be mvefted in the Agency , a cha- 
radcr alVumcd, in liis abfence, without right; and 
peimitted by the indulgence only of the remainder 
of the colony, and now continued, as he conceives^ 
to the picjudice of the rights of himfelf and others. 
He therefore thinks hinifelf jullilicd in lefufing to 
fign any paper cr confultition wh.itfoever, which 
be cannot do confiftcntly with Jiimlllf, as he can- 
not confidci himfclf in any other view, or point of 
light, than in that in which the Ijft fubiilling go- 
vernment of Foit William placed him ; butlhall, 
notwitliftancling, be always ready to devote his 
perfon and counfcl to the intereft of his Honour- 
.ible Mafteis aftaiis, whenever they call him. To 
that piirpole fliall dul/ attend the councils of the 
Agency, agieeably to the lequeft of the Honoui - 
able the late IVefidcnt made to him in writing the 
12th inftant. 

<?/* T rtfuUm' s Letter ahovementioned to 

J\lr. Holwel], 

To John Z. IIolWell, Ff^t 
S T R, 

H ad not our boat been Ibcxtiemely leaky, T 
pill poled doing myfelf ihe pleafurc of waic- 
aiig on jou this morning. 

We liave concluded lo meet on lliorc, on Mon- 
days, Weclneh lays, aiikl Fridays. It v/ill be an 
infinite latisfadion that you will be pkafed to join 
us, paiLiciilarly to md, who erteem your advice, 
nivl who am, very truly, 

Your molt obedient humble fervant, 

ROGF.R DRAKE, jun. 
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N. B. Some few clays fubreqiient to the above 
tranfaftion, the Agency thought it highly elTential 
to eleft and conifatute a Secret Committee ; and 
urging to Mr. Holwell, chat the good of the fervice 
requited his being one of that body ; but that 
fuch elcftion was impoflible, unlefs he receded 
from his refoliuion of not ligning-, he therefore 
was prevailed upon to lecede from that pait of his 
minute only, on the above confideration, and to 
evince that no private (notive or refentment could 
fway him to any determination detrimental to hia 
employers fervice. The Committee was accord- 
ingly appointed, confifting of the Prefident, Major 
Kilpatriclt, and Mr. Holwell. 

Ta the Honourable Roger Drake, ^c. Comcit^ 
at Fulta. 

Honoui able Sir, and Sirs, Fulta, Oft. 25, 1756. 

O N a late perufal of your Fulta confultations 
of the 14th of July, I find myfelf called 
upon (amongft others of the furviving members of 
the Council of War, held in Calcutta the iSth of 
June laft) to attell: the aflerfion of MeflrS. Manning- 
him and Frankland, touching their beihg ordered 
by that Council of War, “ To embark the Euro- 
** pean women on board the Dodaly and Diligence, 
** with a detachment of 30 men to guard the faid 
“ fhips, with direftions to move the Dodaly clear 
“ of tlie fmdll craft, with which flie was incum- 
bered, and of the enemy’s fire.” Moft forry I 
am, gentlemen, to find myfelf obliged to Ijpeak on 
a fubjeft fo very difagreeable to my memory j but 
the whole proceedings of that council appearing to 
my conception of fo extraordinary a nature, joined 
to the confiderajtion of my minute and diffent in 
Council of the- 2d September laft (againft any 
allowance being made the owners of the Dodaly, 
Z for 
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fnr her lofs and damages) that. I cannot lemain 
fiknt without incuning my own cenlure, as well 
ab the imputation fi om you, of much injuftice in 
my minute above refenedto. Thus far I thought 
It ncceflaiy to apologize for giving you trouble at 
this junftuie, and fliall, with your leave, piocced 
to fpeak with that ftrift regard which every gentle- 
man owes to truth, not only to the particulars I am 
called on by thofe gentlemen to atteft, but to the 
whole proceedings of that Council of the 14th 
July , and confider the defence Meflrs. Manning- 
Jiam and Fi ankland there make, for depriving the 
Company’s forts, effei^ls and garrifon, of the fuc- 
cour of that fhip ; and then fubmit the jullice of 
my faid minutes and dillenc, to the determination 
of yourfelves and my Honourable Employers. 

That the European women were ordered to be 
embarked by the Council of War of the iSth, is 
true 5 but that Meflfs. Manningham and Frank- 
land Ihould embaik them, was no part of the 
order; thofe gentlemen tendered themfelves fot 
that fervice, to which none objefted publickly, 
though myfelf, with many others, thought theii 
ftations, both civil and military, were of fuch 
importance as might well have excufed tliem fi,oni 
‘ that fervice, 

That there was any pardcular order relative tc 
the Diligence, I do not remcmbei ; and think I can 
truly atteft the contrary : Mrs. Drake, Mis. Map- 
letofi, Mrs. Coales and Mrs. Wedderburn, with 
their families, being cmbai ked on boai d that vciTel. 
was purely the lefuk of my own advice to them, 
imagining the Dodaly would be extremely ciouded 
and they had my order to be received on boaid, 
the fliip being under my dire6tion. 

That a detachment of 30 men was. oidered foi 
tlie defence pfthele Ihip.s, I do not remember ; ant 
ftioirld certainly have ob|eftcd to any fuch meafurc 

hac 
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had it been propofcd whilft I was in the council of 
war, as it cei tainly was both imprudent and need> 
lels : Imprudent, as it would have been a con- 
fide! able weakening a fatigued garrifon who had 
barely a relief fiom duty; and needlefs, whilft the 
Clips remained uudci the cover of our fort. 

That thofc gentlemen had direftions to remove 
the Dodaly clear of the fmallciafc, with which Ihe 
was incumbered, and the enemy’s fire, are aflei tions 
to me totally new 5 and I can truly atteft was no 
part of the Older of the council of war, nor know 
I from what quarter fuch direftions went ; but if 
fhe really was incumbered with fmall craft, there 
would furely have been more propriety in moving 
them, than her : or on fuppofition propriety was 
attended to, yet furely whatever direftions thofe 
gentlemen had, did not, nor could imply, that 
they weie to icmove her as low as Mr. Margas’s 
houfe , a ftation where ftie was moie expofed to the 
enemy’s fire, had they taken the advantage, de- 
prived of the benefit of Our guns and fmall arms, 
and rendered ufelefs, as to the defence and fuccour 
of the fettlement ; and contrary to Mr. Manning- 
ham’s exprefs promife to me, that fhe fliould not 
ftir from under the cover of the fort. 

Touching the other part of the charge laid 
againft thofe gentlemen, by the colony, as a j.uft 
objeftion to Mr. Manningham’s being lent to the 
prefidcncy of Fort St. George, viz. that of their 
refilling joining the Councils when fent for, I can 
form no judgment, further than I can colleft from 
the defence of thofe gentlemen as entered m the 
confultation of the 14th July, being a ftranger 
to the nature of the orders the Prefident fent by 
Captain Wedderburn, and fubfcquently by Mr. 
Holmes, for their return to the fort. — I was myfelf 
but juft come in from the cpntei battery, when the 
Council of War in the evening of i8th was called, 
Z 2 . and 
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and having been the preceding night and day ex- 
iiaufted with Continued fatigue , without left or 
food, as fcon as the Council of war broke up, I 
letiicd, in hopes of getting a little lepofe; mt 
doubting but the refoluttons of it would have been 
flridbly obeyed, which werC, that the European 
v/omen, the Company’s tieafures, and, I think, 
their eflential books and papers, (hould be em- 
barked that night on board the Dodaly , but whe- 
ther this laft was entered on the minutes of that 
Council, I cannot be pofitive ; but perfeftly recoi- 
led!: a difcourfe I had with Mr. Manningliam on 
the propriety of it, Juft as the Council broke up j 
and indeed, I ever thought, until 1 joined your 
Councils here, that both the dreafuiiis and books 
had been embarked. And here I eSnnot omit le- 
inaiking, that better no reafon at all had been 
given, for the ncglcdt of a meafuie of Rich im- 
portance to the Company, than that which ftand's 
on the confultation of the 20 th of Auguft. But 
It is time I come to confiderthe pleas made ufe of 
by Meffrs. Manningham and Frankland, for their 
not leturning to the fort , which are, “ That a 
“ little after one 111 the morning, Mr. Lindfiy 
“ came on board, and informed them, he left a 
“ general aflembly fitting j that the Captain of 
‘““tke aitillery reported there was not two days 
ammunition; that many of the military and 
“ milicia we.m in liquor, and mutinous ; that it 
“ was the unanimous opinion the fort vvas not 
“ tenable; that a reticat was refolved on ; that 
*'• Ml, Hoi well was ftrenuous for its being inad6 
“ immediately, and oppofed by Mr. Baillie parci- 
“ culaily • that the whole of the common people 
‘ weie in confufion ; and that nothing was deter- 
mined on.” Without, gentlemen, my entenng 
larticularly into the meiits of thefc pleas, let us 
■onfider the weight of thofe Gentlemen’s feats m 
* 'r'. Council, 



[ 54 * 1 

Council, and their importance as beaiing thr 
names and authority of Field-officeis, and Coloneh, 
and Lieutenant colonels of the militia , and, I 
think an impartial eye will at fiift fight pronounce, 
that there was not one of the pleas urged by them, 
in defence of their not returning into the fort, bur 
fliould have oiged their immediate re]olti;ng our 
Councils, though they had nooiders liom the Fie- 
fidenc for that puipofe, in place of waiting on 
board for the detachment, and removing the 
Dodaly afccond time that night, as low asGovind- 
poie , lunnmg that fliip, and the ladies on board, 
into ten times the iifque from the enemy. They 
ought rather to have returned with the Ihip, on the 
flood, under oui guns, to have favouied the em- 
bailjiation of the Company’s books and treafures, 
(which they knew wcie not on board) and the 
letreat of the ganilbn. Mr. Lindfay infoimed. 
them the Council was fitting , that our councils 
were divided ; and that when he left the forr, all 
was in confufion and nothing was detei mined on, 
which was true , the Council not breaking up until 
near four in the morning, without any thing being 
relblvcd on, but deferring the letieat, without, in 
my judgment, a fingle leafon being urged in de- 
fence of It. The prefent weight and authority of 
thofe Gentlemen, might h.ive made our Councils 
unanimous, oi, have given a happy m.'jority fora 
general retreat, have prevented the unhappy de- 
iedlion of the Piefident, the officers, and pait oi 
Uie garrifon the next moining, and have been the 
caiile of faving the public and piivate property 
lodged in the fort, as vvcll as the lives of many 
who tell a miferable facrifice by our letreat being 
cut off ; the primary caufc of which, I miift ftdl 
attribute to the retieat of that (hip to Mr. Mar- 
galVs houfe and Goviiidpore on the night ot rhe 
i8th, without order or the knowledge of any one 
Z -j m 
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m the ginilbti It was urged, I know, and aflei ted 
by Ml. Frankland in Counc.il, the 2d September, 
when I entered my minutes and di/Ient to the pay- 
ment of the Dodaly’s lofs and damages ; that thole 
Gentlemen had orders lor moving the fliip down. 
And I beg leave to leraind you, that I alkcd the 
Frefidenr, touching this aflertion ; who, in your 
prefence, declared he neither gave fnch ordets, nor 
knew of any fuch being given. Therefore, on the 
whole, I hope I ftand vindicated in your judg- 
ment, for fuch my dilTent, as it is to me not a 
little aftonilhing, how the Gentlemen, compofing 
that Councl ot the i-^th July, could unanimoufly, 
on the defence before them, pronounce it as their 
opinions, that thofe Gentlemen had cleared them- 
felves of the charge laid ngainft them, in that 
letter figned, as I am informed, by the greateft 
part of the colony, I am, with refpeeb, 

' Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant^ 

*The lafl: letter but one, though delivered in tc» 
the Board in November, 1756, did not receive any 
anfwer until the lafl of January, 1757, two days 
before the Syren packet had her difpatches for 
Europe, fin which floop Mr. Hoi well took his 
pafiage, for the peifecil: iccovery of his health) 
when the Prefident, and three other gentlemen of 
the Council, thought proper to anfwer fome parts 
of it, chiefly relative to themfelves. As Mr. Hol- 
wellhad no oppoitunity of noticing thofe produc- 
tions abroad, he applieci to the Court of Ditecfbors, 
on his arrival here m July, 1757, and was indulged 
with the pcrufal of them, and threw in a reply. 

We have no copy of thofe gentlemen’s feveral 
anfwers j but as we date aver the quotations taken 
from them, which Mi, Holwell thought worthy 
leply, are faithfully tranfenbed in this his replica- 
tion. 
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ton, we fliall not heficate to infert it. — Upon 
the face of the whole, you will be fully enabled to 
form, and pals an impartial judgment, on the 
charge laid againll this Gentleman, of being par- 
ticularly trtjirttinental m bringing dovan Scu Rajah 
Lo^ky See. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directous. 

May it pleafe your Honours, Land. Aug. 1737. 

H aving pemfed the feveial Addrefles of 
MefTrs. Drake, Watts, Becher, and Collet, 
in anfwei to difFerent pii ts of my Addrefs to your 
Honouiable Coui t, under date, Fulta, the 30th of 
November, 1756, I find myfelf under ihe ncceflity 
of making a fhorc reply to each, and molt humbly 
lender my thanks for the opportunity you have in- 
dulgently granted. — Mr. Bccher, by a penetration 
very commonly alTiiaied (as Mr. Duke juftly ob- 
ferves) fubfequent to events, fets out with aflerting, 
“ That the firft admiflion of Kiffendafs and his 
“ wealth was wrong ; that Raagbullob’s family 
was out of the government, and of no ronfe- 
quence at the time Mr. Watts wrote the rccom- 
“ mendatory letter concerning him, and that he 
** had been no fiicnd to the Enghfli, but on the 
“ contrary, had given much tiouble to us, and 
“ that there was no probability of the fuccefs of the 
young Begum.” To thefe I beg leave toieply, 
and fay. That though the admiflion of that family 
no ways touches me, (it being an a£t of Mr. Man- 
ningham’s, the Pro Tempore Governor, even with- 
out my knowledge) yet I do not think it was wrong, 
as things were then circumftanced. I'he impor- 
Tiince and confcquence of that family, mult have 
been better known tO Mr. Watts than to Mr, 
'Becher j and though the former parts of Mr. 
'VWtb’s letter lo the Prefident arc difavowed, which 

4 I think 
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I think he might, with a better grace, have ae- 
knowleciged ; yet, at the clofe of what he gives 
yoLir Honouis, as the purport of them, he lays, 
that “ Raagbullob had been ui'eful to us, and 
might be more fo which fpeaks a flat contra- 
diftion to the fentiments of Mr. Becher, touching 
the regard due to that family from us. Whether 
there was or was not a probability of the Begum’s 
fuccefs, was not the matter in point, nor is a bit 
cleared up by Mr. Eecher’s conjefture j that fuch 
■was our intelligence, as let forth in my letter, is 
faift j not only the letters which came daily to 
Omychund, but to many of the other merchants 
and refidents at Calcutta, that kept a conefpondence 
■with the Durbar and city, intimated the proba- 
bility of her fuccefs, Thefe were daily biought 
to the Prefident for his perufal, and many of them 
read in my hearing. Mr. Becher then proceeds to 
fay» 

“ That Naran Sing was fent to demand Kiflen- 
“ dafs and his wealth, which the Englifli un- 

“ juftly detained from him. Cannot ac- 

“ count for his coming in dilguife ; — believes 
he did not, and is confirmed in that belief 
by Mr, Holwell’s own account of the 
“ affair, — who does not intimate this dilguife 
gained ctedit with him ; — exprefles and 
“ repeats his allonilhment why the affair 
of Kiflfendafs and the meflenger was not 
“ laid before the Council, and that MelTrs, 
“ Drake, Manmngham, and Holwell Iliould 
“ afliime a power no ways delegated to them, 
“ &c.” (This laft circumftance is echoed 
to by Mr. Watts, in his letter before youf 
Honours.) 

How Mr. Becher could reprefent that Naran 
Sing was fent to demand KifTendafs and his wealth, 
unjuftly detained by the Englilh, carries not that 

nccdfu) 
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needful precaution wich it, incumbent on every 
gentleman who thinks himfelf obliged to cenfure 
the conduft of another. The detention of any 
matter or thing can never in propriety of fpccch, 
he alTeited or implied before a demand made.— 
Kiflendal's had lic^n admitted into the fettlement, as 
ibme IiLindieds of others had been m my remem- 
brance, who had connections with the govcinmenr. 
Roy Doolob, Rcjah Monickchundj Futtuah Chund, 
and many others had, time out of mind, houfea 
tllablilhed m your fettlement. The aiiivd of 
Naran Sing was the fiift demand made on aecounc 
of Kifllndafs ; theicfore our being charged with 
unjuftly detaining him or his wealth, piior to their 
being demanded, which the above ailertion inti- 
mated, ifitcatries any meaning at all, is, I con- 
ceive, both nnjiift and improper. I am forry to 
obfeive that gentlemen, in the courfe of their argu- 
ments, make ufc of fuch pai ts only of my addrefs 
to your Honouis of the 30th of November, as feein 
to fupport their own conjeftures -, was it not fo, 
Mr* Bechcr could never have been at a lofs to ac- 
count for the difguife of Naran Sing, nor would 
have been at all puzzled to find which difguife I 
gave credit to. Jn my ninth paragraph Mr, Bc- 
cher would have found, that an order had been 
publilhed that none (hould be admitted into the 
fettlement without a ftrifb examination. I'his was 
well known at Hougley, the laft place Naran Sing 
left, fcvcral inhabitants of that city having been 
refufed admutance, and others turned out, who 
were judged to be the fpies of the government. 
This was rcafon fufficient to determine Naun Sing’s 
Realing into the place in dilguife In roy foity- 
Jitft paragraph, where I form a judgment of Omy- 
chund’s condurt, I cxpiefly fay, that his bringing 
IMaran Sing down will not admit of dilpute , there- 
fore, though I do not as exprefly fay 1 gave credit 

to 
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to his coming in the difguife of a Bengal Pykar, 
yet it was obvious fnch mull have been my belief, 
by my implied conclulion of Omychund’s deceit. 
This circumftance of the difguiie may, at fit 11 
fight, be deemed a matter not worth giving your 
Honours trouble , but the purpofe a is brought Lo 
fcive urges my Tpeaking to ic, becaufe, if this gen- 
tleman can ftiip us of the dilguife, he thinks he cli- 
vefts us of the leafons for our fubfequent condudt 
to Naran Sing, whicli, he then thinks, appear with- 
out foundation. "Why the admiflion ot Kiflendals, 
and expulfion of Naran Sing,, weic not laid bcfoie 
the Council, Mr. Bechei might have eafily an* 
I'wcrcd himfelf, if he had been dilpofed to think a 
little deeper on the fubjeft. The admiflion of any 
one into the fettlement was never, that I have 
known, a matter judged neceflary to be laid before 
the Council ; the Prefident having ever had a power 
lodged in him in matters of this kind. I'he ex- 
pulfion of Naran Sing, confiflent with thcconduft 
deemed neceflary On the occafion, would not ad- 
mit of time for the Council’s meeting. Naran 
Sing was every moment expcflcd within the fort. 
Had the Prefident cither Icon the meflenger, or his 
puiwannah, the meafure refolved on could not 
have been carried properly into execution. Befidcs, 
in my 13 th paragraph, MrBccher might have It en, 
that when I attended the Governor with the account 
of die preceding night’s tranfadlions, I found 
Meflrs. Manningham and Frankland with him j 
the mealbre refolved on was during Mr. Frank- 
land’s flay, and unanimoufly our opinion, who 
were in fadl a majority ot the then members of the 
Council. — So that I hope, on the whole, your 
Honouis will not think this charge of an afluming 
power, any ways material againft us, or deferving 
your cenfure ; nor did a finglc mensber of the 
Council* which met the fame morning, objeft to 
3 the 
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the ftep taken j but on the contrary, as Mr. Drake 
truly alTerta, exprefled their approval of it. To 
clofe my remaiks on this part of Mr. Becher’s let- 
ter, I muft with Mr, Drake fay, that as that gen- 
tleman was refidcnt with leave in Calcutta, and not 
exempted, though cxcufed, fiom his attendance on 
Councils, if the admiflion of Kiflendafs, &c. was, 
in his opinion, a wrong meafure, and obvioufly 
injurious to the inteieft of his employers, it was 
his duty to have attended, or even demanded a 
council, and objefted thereto; in not doing it, he 
in fact became moie deferving cenfure than our- 
lelves, A ho weie of a contraiy opinion, and can 
only be accufed of an eiror in judgment. — Mr. 
Becher next 

Befers to the Nabob’s letter to Mr. Pigot, as 
“ proof that the detention of the Nabob’s 
“ fubjefLs was the caufe of our misfortunes ; 
“ — that means weie neglcfted to mollify the 
“ N abob, why, he knows not ; — is perfuaded 
" money would have fatisfied him ; — believes 
" It was never attempted ; — that we refufed 
« the mediation of Wazecd j — that it was 
“ not the intention of the government to di- 
veil the Europeans of their foitifications, 
‘‘ he thinks is proved by the Nabob’s only 
“ fleecing the French and Dutch, when he 
had it fo evidently in his power to have 
taken their faftoi ICS ; — that in not doing 
“ it, he did not aCl conliitent with Ally Ver- 
dy Cawn’s advice ; — fays, he was informed 
“ Naran Sing took the opportunity of the 
“ refentment the Nabob Ihewed on the re- 
“ ceipt of the Governor’s anfwer, to repre- 
“ fent the treatment and infult he had received 
“ in Calcutta ; —and that he does not admit 
“ Ally Verdy Cawn’s fpeecb to be genuine."’ 

Permit 
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Permit me, Honourable Sirs, to refer in niv 
turn to the Nabob’s letter to Mr. Drake, as a more 
authentic voucher for the caulc of our misfortunes 
than that to Mr. Pigot j which evidently appears 
calculated as an apology for a condudb, he knew 
was not to be defended, n6r by the Pnghlh to be 
looked over. In his letter to Mr. Drake, he men- 
tions the at tide of our fortifications only ; the an- 
fwer to it is agreed on all hands to have been the 
principal caufe of his lefentment and paflion at 
Rajamaal ; If Naran Sing leally took this oppor- 
tunity, It can only be deemed a fecondary caule, 
which might help to keep up the firft imprellion 
of refentment conceived at the Prefident’s reply, 
Mr. Becher aflerts, he was informed Naian Smg 
took this opportunity, 8cc. — May it pleale your 
Honours, to hear what Mr. Watts fays on this 
fiibjeft, in the third paragraph of his letter before 
you, where he fiift recites, that he had, by proper 
application, bulhed upthealTairj but that 
“ when the Nabob received the Governor’s letter, 
“ which fo incenfed him, Naran Sing mi^ht take 

that opportunity,” &c. So that allowing that 
for fa£t, v/hich in truth has no pioof at all, the uc- 
moft that can be made of it will fall greatly flioit 
of Mr. Becher’s fuppofititious principal caufe of 
our misfortunes : To which let it be remembered, 
that the Nabob, in the letter to Mr, Pigot, leferrcd 
to by Ml. Becher, artfully avoids mentioning the 
caufe, he had all along afligned to us, for his re- 
fentmentj though he had, twenty days prior to 
the dilpatch of that letter, made it the principal 
article of the Machulka executed by Mr, Watts, 
to wit, the demolition of our fortifications. The 
conclufions drawn by Mt*. Becher, and alfo by Mr. 
Watts, that money only was wanted, and that it 
ivas never the intention of the government to diveft 
che Europeans of their forts, by the Nabob’s fleec- 
ing 
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ing only the French and Dutch, are equally fallu- 
cious, and can pi oceed only from wilful or real 
ignorance of the Hate of the country, and the Na- 
bob’s frclh intelligence, which called his fpeedy 
return to Muxadarad from Calcutta. The Nabob 
of Purranea’s troops were in motion on the Malda 
Creek, from the mouth of which it was eafy, in 
the Suba’s abfence, to crofs over to the iQand of 
Cofllmbuzar j therefore the Nabob could not, with 
fafety or prudence, engage in any new cnterprize 
againft the French and Dutch, that would poffibly 
hazard his quick return. That money would have 
fatisfied him, but that it never was attempted j 
that means were negledted to mollify him that 
Wazecd’s mediation was rejefted ; arc all coa- 
jeftures, and alTertions, urged againll known fai5ts, 
not to treat them more harflaly, which they cer- 
tainly deferve. Mr. Bechet’s fentiments of Ally 
Verdy Cawn’s fpeech, in which alfo Meffis. Watts 
and Collet concur, I will beg leave to fpeak to in 
my following reply to thofe Gentlemen. 

Your Honours will have the goodnefs to recoi- 
led, that when I addrefled you, the 3 och Novem- 
ber, I had no confuUations, or other vouchers to 
refer to j fb that the ucmoft I could do, in the 
recital and dates of fuch papers as were addrefled 
to the Board, during the troubles, was to confult 
the memory of Mr. Secretary Cooke, as well as 
my own, which I did. If I erred in the put port 
of the letter from Mr. Collet, advifing of the lofs 
of Cofllmbuzar, it appears however it was not in 
any vci y eflential circumftance i whether Mr. W atts 
alone figned the Machalka, or Meflirs. Collet and 
Batfon with him, is not very material. Mr. Collet 
denies his having wrote ilhat he was dehvciing up 
the fadory •, but admits that he gave an order to 
the oflicer to ‘deliver the cannon and ammunition to 
Roy Dullob j which I believe will be deemed as' 

like 
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like a delivery of the faftoiy aa poJTiblc. Tlnr 
Gentleman, in his 2d paragraph, fay.s, “ Mr. 
Holwell infills much that they ought to have made 
Ibme defence To which I reply, I have not 
infilled at all on it, nor once ui'cd the woid Ought, 
on tliis occafion, and refer your Honours to my 
letter. Fuither Icparatc or diltin6l icply this Gen- 
tleman’s anfwer does not call for. 

Meffrs. Watts and Collet chaige me with la- 
bouring to anaign their condnifl, I am not confcious 
I deferve it, and therefore difavow the chaige. In 
my letter of the 30th November, I barely let forth 
the advantages which would probably have lellilted 
from the fmalleft defence of Coflimbuzar ; I have 
not even faid, they could or ought to have dclcnded 
It 5 but on the central y hoped, and that fincereiy 
too, they had reafons fufficient to vindicate thcif 
not defending it; thele reafons they had tranfmicted 
to your Honours. — I conceived it alfo their duty 
to have laid them before the Board on joining our 
Councils at Fulta 1 this condudt would poflibly 
have prevented much altercation and writing, and 
at the fame time have demonllrated they had madd 
no reprefentation to your Honours, in wluch they 
feared a deteflion. — Mr, Watts (to whofe anfwer 
I come now more particularly) is pleafed to fay, 
fecond paragraph ; 

“ That he never heard of Raagbullob being 
“ imprifoncd, till after the old Nabob’s death j 
“ wonders where Mr. Holwell picked up his 

“ intelligence, 8cc. denies the purport of 

the letters recommending the reception of 
Raagbullob’s family, as fet forth by me 
“ in my levcnch paragiaph ; — gives a recital 
of the faid letters, leaving out thofe paits 
“ he imagines might throw any blame upon 
” himfelt ; — —admits the purport of the let- 
“ ter he wi ote the Vrefidcnt, as quoted by 

“ me 
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“ me in my eighth paragraph j nevei; 

“ heard the Begum would get the better ; — 
" wonders again where Mi. Holwcll got his 
“ intelligence i — admits Mr. Holwell’s fifth 
“ paragraph ; — never imagined a loole abaa- 
“ doned woman could Hand in competition 
“ with Surajud Dowla, See.” — — ■ 

Touching the impnfonment of Raagbullob, I 
will not at this dillance contend with Mr. Watts 5 
that he was fome time under the rcllraint of a ftrong 
guard, after the deceafe ol his mailer, is fad j — ^ 
that he did not difcover his wealth to the old Na- 
bob, unlefs in fome tnfl.es, plainly appears fiom 
hence, that the Nabob did not get at the know- 
ledge of his uncle’s capital wealth, until after his 
return to the city fiom Calcutta — Mr. Watts’s ad- 
mitting my fifth paragraph is the ftrongeft proof 
agaiiiCt himfelf I can poflibly produce ; for in that 
very paragraph, the lefolution Raagbullob had 
flaewn for the intereft of the family, is urged by me 
as a reafon for his never being forgiven by Suiajud 
Dowla : — And lower down, “ Thar, in refentment 
“ for the ufage he had unjullly received for his 
“ integrity,” he joined the youn^ Begum’s coun- 
cils. Therefore, on what foun^cion Mr. Watts 
attempts here to invalidate my intelligence, and at 
the fame time accedes to my fifth paragraph, which 
tlemonflrably fupports that intelligence, is fome- 
thing unaccountable, — Touching my mifrccital of 
his letters in favour of the reception of Raagbul- 
lob’s family, I will only fay, chat no felf-confidc- 
ration could poflibly fway me to deviate from truth. 
I never condemned, nor do now, the recommen- 
dation tranfmicted in their favour by Mr. Watts ; 
1 thought, as things weic circumflanctd, he was 
vindicated in urging their reception, and have 
theiefoie faid, he might, with better grace, have 
owned his inftances in their favour were in ftrongcr 

terms'. 
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ff'iws — “ My only view was to juftify the Gentleman 
“ who received them, being my f elf noways concerned 
“ in that tranfaSlion” — However I will for once 
iuppole, his letters were as he recites them, which 
he clofes by faying,— “ Raagbullob had' been of 
ufi*, and might be more fo.’* Thefe exprcCfions 
arc fufiicienr, in my opinion, to juftify Mr. Man- 
ningham’s receiving his family. — But wholly to 
refute Mr. Watts’s leprefentations on thefe heads, 1 
niLift obferve, that he admits “ He did write the 
“ Governor to tuin them out, (as I have fet forth 
in my eighth paragraph) the moment he fiif- 
pedted any ill conlequences might attend theif 
“ longer refidence in Calcutta,” — Now permit me. 
Honourable Sirs, to enquire, what could be the 
motives which urged Mr. Watts to the contrary 
meafuies, of fiift recommending their reception, 
and afterwards their expullion ? — Mr. Watts ac- 
knowledges, “ Raagbullob had been tifeful, and 
“ might be more fo.” — That he could be more 
ufeful, was not in nature, but in conleqpence of 
his miftrefs, the young Begum’s fuccels j if there 
was no probability of her fuccefe, Mr. Watts 
becomes unpardonable in recommending, in any 
Ihape, the family, or any part of the family, to be 
received in the lettlement, as he knew Raagbullob 
would be highly obnoxious to the fucceeding go- 
vernment of Surajud Dowla. — Thus it will bd 
manifeft to your Honours, that this Gentleman’s 
injudicious attempt to cenfure my intelligence, has 
thrown his own condudt into a difficulty, which 
might otherwife have efcaped notice; but this 
inftance will not appear llngle. 

That Mr. Watts never " heard the taking of 
‘‘ Gyria and naval ftrength of the Englifti were 
' the occafion of much Ipeculation at the Durbar,” 

' am mclined to believe, 01 he Certainly would 
lave taken fome pains to have fet both in a proper 

light, 
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light, and prevented their railing any jealoufies in 
tlie government, which were augmented by the 
report of the war between Us and the French, ex- 
tending to Bengal. His never hearing hkewife, 
that the report of the fixteen ihips of war and a 
Ilrong land force gained belief at the Durbar, I 
as readily believe ^ but can by no means admit, 
that Mr. Watts’s ignorance of thefe particulars 
hmounts to pi oof they were not fo, In my tenth 
jparagiaph, I fet forth the purpoit of a letter Mr. 
VV.itC!> wiote the Prefident fome time before the 

death of the old Nabob. ^This letter Mr. Watts 

has not difowned, or denied the truth of the con- 
tents, as I have recited them.-^ — In it he infoims 
the Prefident, “ That theie were a multitude of 
“ the government’s fpies in Calcutta ; that the 
“ fmall ftrength of its garrifon and fortifications, 
“ and the caly capture of it, weie the public dif- 

” couife of the Durbar and City, Stc.” Dif- 

couifes of this kind ought to have alaimed Mr. 
Watts , they were prior to any complaint of the 
detention of fubjedbs, &c — His advice to the Pie- 
fident, to be upon his guard, was doubtlefs well 
judged j but ought he to have retted here ? Surely 
no! It rtluft have occurred to Mr. Watts, that 
there were extraoi dinary caufcs for difcourfes of 
this unprecedented nature, which he Ihould have 
traced to their fource, and guarded againtt them, 
by an ealy refutation of our enemies mifreprefen- 
tation : Had this been done, he would have found, 
that a belief of the above-recited repoits could 
alone be the caule of the difcourfes he tranfmitted 
to the Prefident, and of which he confefles his 
intire ignorance. — The charafler he is plcafed to 
draw of Anglia, and his conclufions from it, ap- 
pear to me fo extremely and obvioufly weak and 
unjutt, as to require no reply ; and the delpicable 
light he reprefeots the. Durbar in, Ibcws be has 
A a little 
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little teal knowledge of a people he has fo long 
refided with. 

The reports above-mentioned, and the public 
difeourfes of the Durbar and City which followed, 
on their gaining belief, without any attempts made 
to confute them, have fo clofe a connection with the 
old Suba’s laft Council to Surajud Dowla, as lecited 
in my aSth paragiaph, that I cannot, in a moie 
proper place, reply to the reception it has met 
with fiom Mellls. Becher, Watts, and Collet, 
whofe fentiments have a mixture of the folemn and 
fprighdy, not becoming the llibjeft they wcie 
treating of, nor the civility or decency due to evei v 
gentleman engaged in any point of controverfy, as 
the fum-totalof all their opinions does in fafl charge 
me with impofing a forgeiy on your Honours, that 
had no foundation but my own invention. This 
will beft appear from the gentlemens own words. 

Mr. Becher is pleafed to fay, 

“ He does not admit of Ally Verdy Cawn’s 
“ fpeech to be genuine 5 that Mr. Holwell, 
“ in his diflreffed fituation, was uhable to 
“ unravel the myfteries of the cabinet, and 
“ explore a fecret never yet known to any 
“ one but himfelf.” 

Mr. Collet is pleafed to call Ally Verdy Cawn’s 
fpeech a fpecjous fable : And Mr. Watts fays, 

“ The laft dying fpeech of Mahabut Jung, 
“ neither I, nor I believe any of the faftory 
“ ever heard of ; — nor fince from any of the 
“ country-people ; — it feenis an imitation of 
“ Lewis the XIV. to his grandfon, and ap- 
** pears, as Mr. Collet aptly terms it, a 
“ Ipecious fable.” ' 

That Mr. Becher lliould not believe the fpeech 
^nuine, 1 do not much wonder at, — as he feems 
fully refolved that nothing lhall drive him rrom Jus 
adopted principal caufe of our misfoi tunes, the 

detention 
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deCenlidn of the Nabob’s fubjefts ; — in confutation 
of which I have faid fufficient j but the reafons this 
gentleman gives for his believing the Ipeech not 
genuine, had been better omitted, for his own 
fake. — The Ipeech might probably enough have 
been a fecret, whilit it was neceflary it Ihould be 
fo ; but when I obtained it, that ncceflity had long 
vamfticd, and Mr. Eecher might have obferved, 1 
fay, I had It from good authority, after my leleafe- 
incnt, whicli was more than three months after the 
pel 10 1 It was uttered, and was no longer to be 
deemed a myftery of the cabinet, but might be 
iiidicioully enough divulged and ciiculated, as an 
apology for, and in fuppoit of Surajud Dowla’s 
proceedings againft the Englilh, &c. — ^ — Mr. Be- 
cher’s opinion, “ that I was unable to explore a 
“ fecret, never yet known to any one but myfelf,’* 
I would explain and leplyto, could Ipoffibly under- 
Itand him. Shall only add, for your Honouia 
latisfaftion, and in vindication of ray own veracity, 
that I was releafed the i6th of July, and continued 
at the Tankfall, and the Dutch and French fa< 9 :o- 
ries, until the 19th at night; during which peiiod 
I had frequent conferences with the principal Arme- 
nians, and fome the immediate fervants of the late 
and prefent Suba, from whence I had the fpeech 
literally as I have given it ; and notwithftandingthc 
ingenious ridicule it meets with from Meflicurs 
Watts and Collet, to cover their deficiency in mat- 
ters which ought to have been known to them, I 
Will not defpair of giving your Honours yet more 
convincing proofs of its being genuine ; and that 
there palTcd fome other tranfadtions, at the Durbar, 
to which they appear utter ftrangers, or if known, 
unhappily for your fervice and us, were unattended 
to. 

Subfcqucnt to the delivery of my Letter of the 
joth of November, I received an intimation of a 
A a 2 ' con- 
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conrerfation which h?cl pajTed between the old 
Saba, Siirajud Dowla, and Mt*. William Forth, 
your Surgeon at CoffimBuzar : this converfation 
appearing to me the ftrongeft corroborating proof 
of my affertions, on -tkeireaf caufc of our misfor- 
tunes, — I requefted Mr. Forth would give it me, 
in writing, which he oliligingly did, from Chinfura, 
under date the i5tb of December 1756,— but it 
reached rnc not until after my letter was delivered 
into council : I have had the honoui of Ihowing it 
to your chairman, and now beg leave to tianfcribe 
it here, the original being ready for your peiiifal. 
—It IS as follows,— 

SIR, 

“ About fifteen days before the old Nabob died, 
“ I being obliged to attend every morning to fee 
“ him, his fon came in, and with a face full of 
refsntment and anger, addreffed himfelf to the 
“ old man thug: — Father, I am well informed the 
EngliQi are going to-alElJi the Begum. — The old 
Irian alked me diredlly if this was true ? I 
“ anfwered. That this muftibe a malicious report, 
of fome who were not our friends, and done on 
“• purpofe to prejudice the Company j that the 
“ Company were merchants, and not foldiers ; and 
“ that in all the troubles that had happened in the 
“ country, fince we had a fettlement in it, if he 
“ plealed to enquire, he would findy we had not 
" joined any party, or interfered in any thing but 
" our trade; and that the, Company had been nigh 
“ a hundred years in this country, m which time 
“ they never once* had a difpute with* the Govern- 
“ ment on that head. — H6w many foldiers, fays 
“i he, have you in your fort or fadtory (Coflimbu- 
“ zar)? Anfwer, The iifual number, about foity, 
“ gentlemen included —Have you never moie ? 
“ Anfwer, No,— Only whei the Morattors weic 

“ in 
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in the country ; but as foon as they were gone, 

“ the I'oldiers were returned to Calcutta. Do 

you know, allied he, if the Dutch and French 
“ have any come up ? — Anfwer, I cannot tell. — 
“ Where are your (hips of war ? Anfwer, At 

Bombay.— Will they come here ? Not that 

“ I Unov/ of, theic is no occalion for them. — Had 
“ you not Ibmeheie three months ago ? Anfwer, 
‘‘ Ifcs. — There comes one or twoyearly, for to can y 
“ provifjons for the reft of the (hips. — What is the 
icdfon you have thele fliips of war in thefe parts, 
“ of late ? Anfwer, To proted the Company’s 

“ iradp, and for fear of a war with France. 

Is there war now between you and the French ? 
Anfwer, No, not at prefent, bjut we are afraid 

" it will be foon.-— He then turned about to 

his grand-lbn, and told him, he did not believe 
" a word of the report he had heard j upon which 
“ Surajud Dowla, anfwered, He could prove it. 
“ The old man defired I would fend our vaqueel to 
“ him diredly, which having accordingly donci 
when he returned, I a(ked the vaqueel what the 
“ old man f^id to him, which was almtfft word for- 
word that palTed with me. Surajud Dowla 
ordered the vaqueel to attend h*s Durbar daily*, 
which was accordingly done, agreeably to. his 
otders, I am, Sir, &c. 

WILLIAM FORTH.»j 

Though the report which introduced this con- 
verfation was moft untrue, yet the interrogatories 
which followed plainly point out the fentiments of 
the Durbar ; and this, joined to the other public 
difcourfes of the Durbar and City, touching thi6 
dTcncclefs Rate, and eafy capture of Calcutta, as 
tianfmiited by Mr. Watts, about this time, to, thij 
Frefldcnt, are I mufl: again repear, raanifelt proofs, 
that jealoufies in the govornment wer-e the (itft and 
A a 3 principal 
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plincipal caufes which urged the Suba’s determi- 
nation to diveft us of our fortification : and though 
they may' be faid not to amount to an abfolute proof 
of the genuinenefs of the old Siiba’s fpeech to his 
grandfon, yet they arc ftrongly prefumtitive. — But 
to return to Mr. Watts, whofe infinuations and 
hearfays, from his eighth paragraph, require but 
fhort notice. 

This gentleman is pleafed to fay, we had ten 
times the number of men and ftores they had to 
which I fay, that the diflerence of our fortifications, 
and the foi ce brought againfl us and them confl- 
dered, we had not even an equality — In their 
letter to us of the fiift of June, they advile of 
12,000 troops only brought againft them, which 
Mr. Watts now fwells to 30,000. Mr. Watts alks 
me why I did not continue to defend the fafloiy, 
when at the time I delivered up the faftory, I had 
five dmes the numbei of men they had at Coffim- 
buzar Had not Mr. Watts been guided more by 
malice than truth, in this and his fubfequent inter- 
rogatories, he would, from the letter he is anfw'er- 
ing, have found the number left in the fafbory did 
not exceed 170; that of theft we had 25 killed 
and 70 wounded by noon, the aoth, and that 
every man who furvlved, was exhaufted of fttength 
and vigour. In theft circumftances, I believe I 
ihould be juftified to my honourable employers, if 
I had really delivered up the faftory, which Mr. 
Watts aflerts I did, from the account drawn up by 
Mr. tji'ay,' who, I believe, wrote from the beft of 
his knowledge, though his narrative is in many 
parts veiy detedivc.— Mr. Watts avers, he never 
heard a fyllable of the Back' Gate being betrayed, 

until I returned. If he had been folicuous to 

come at the truth, how came he not to apply to 
MclTrs. Walcot and Dickfon j they were both at 
Chandanagore, and are both mentioned by me in 
• ‘ inr 
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my nairative. Mr. Gi ay mentions in his account, 
that “ fome rulhed out at the gate towaids the 
“ liver;” It might have occui red to Mr. Watts, if 
truth had been his aim, to afk Mr. Giay how they 
could rufh out, the keys being in my poffelTion, 
and that gate not only locked, but bai red and bolt- 
ed ? But thefe enquiries would not have fquared 

with Mr. Watts’s purpofe of detuftion. ^His 

intelligence, piehed up (to borrow his own phiafe,! 
from corporal Angell, is equally authentic , for 1 
folemnly aver, fuch an incident never happened as 
the match, ^c. though moft certainly 1 Ihould 
have lb aded, bad any raflincfs of that kind been 
attempted, which could have anfwered no good 
purpofe before the order was iffiied for a geneial 
dillharge, which was then n?y objcd, if the Back 
Gate had not been forced. 

Touching Mr. Drake’s anfwer, I find but few 
particulars that are not fully difculTed, in my letter 
of the 30 th of November. — His mtsfortmes lue 
ftiffictently heavy not to bear any addition to the 
load , and I could laijh he had not obliged me to Jpeak 
at a!l,~ -He remarks, my acculations are con- 
fined to my fupcriors, and not junjors^ intimates, 

my fophiftty only tends to fuppVant my feniors!-, 

I could appeal to fome of your honourable Court, 
that this is not my talent, and that I am capable 
of doing juftice to the mciitof my feniors, though 
my declaied enemies. Mr. Drake taking advan- 

tage of the loll confultations, aflerts, the letter to 
the Nabob was anfwered in confultatton , in this 
alfercion he Ihould have taken caic that no circum- 
ftancc fiiould impeach his veracity, as eficdually 
as if the confultations could appear againft him. — 
He knows in his heart, that it never appealed in 
confiiltation, until after the leccipt of the Chief 
and Council of CofTimbuzai’s letter, advifing of 
\l;e Nabob’s being inrenfed at the ^uipoitof ir, 
A a 4 when 
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when it wai judged nedeflarytodifpatchimmedxatety 
a copy of K to thofe gentlemen ; had he not been 
confcious of this, would he have neglefted fo fa- 
vourable an opporiunityj when he had it in his 
power of confulting tbe, and thereby of juftly 
rendering eveiy pai t of ray narrative fufpefted ? — 
I was pofitive'arid clear in my averment and reafon- 
ing theieon, that the anlwff Was an aft of his 
own ; and there were of" thofe members lurviving, 
Melirs. Pearkes, Frankland, Macket,' and Mr. 
Secretary Cooke, to have confuted me ;• but in 
place of this, Mr. Drake prefers die meafure of 
throwing this allegation into his letter, at a time he 
was fure I Ihould never fee it abroad, and imagin- 
ing poflibly that might be the c^e here. 

' I did not, ’cis true, mention the 70 men in fick 
quarters, becaufe, on enquiry, I could' not find 
there was one. The attempt to poflefs Tatinas’s, 
was made fomc day after my motion in the Councif 
of War was ove'r-ruled. litr. Drake afierts', all 
methods were ufed to fend fuccours to’ the Fort { 
but' intimates that Capfaih' Nicholfon was the only 
one would undertake it. tlim we never faw dor 
heard of. On my joining the fleet at Fuka, I did 
hear he was fent into Govindpore Creek, to burn 
and deftroy the great boats there, that they might 
riot be employed by the enemy, in the attack or 
purfuit’of the fhips. ‘ 

’ I am, raoft refpeftfully, Sec, 


Having, we think, fuificiently vindicated this 
endeman’s charafter from the alperfions in this 
lonymouS Pamphlet, we proceed to exculppe 
m from refleftions no lels infamous, fcandalous, 
id (confequently) unjuft. 


Your 
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Your Court of Diicftors, m 1758, that is, the 
^Bombay fatStion, which compofed the majority of 
that Couit, being determined to prevent Mi. Hol- 
wcll’s fucceeding to the Chair of Beng,al, fuperledcd 
hini the very next Ihip, after his depaituie on the 
Warren, in favour of a gentleman who had not 
been on the civil lift of your fcivantsv and foon 
after in favour of a young gentleman, Mr. EllU, 
whofe rank in your fervice, before the capture 
of Fort William, entitled him only to the fubordi- 
natc poll of lecond. alTiftant i.q this gentleman in 
the Zemmdary ; and finally difmiflld him from 
your fervice, for figning the gcneial leLtcr, per 
Hardwick, and Calcutta, The 147th paragraph 
of this letter has been often exhibited to you ; wc 
are not aftiamed to avow it was diawn up by Mr. 
Holwcll, who, in his letters to us, declared, he 
gloried more in this honeft produftion of his pen, 
than ever Ciceio did in his moft famed orations. 

After the very liigh cnLorpiums beftowed upon 
this gentleman’s zeal, integiity, and capantv, dur- 
ing the fpace of five ycais, a trcatiiu-nt io oppe.^fue 
as wc have now fet fortli, called far fome excuie 
and palliation- Thefe were not lon^ waniiiig. To 
countenance and give the colour of juftice to the 
moft cruel and ungiatefui return for iiit> niaiiy and 
eminent fervices, Icvenil charges were railed .i(\uiift 
him by the majority of the then Coiiit oi Dircclois. 
Thofc chatges, and Mr. Holwcll’'; icply ti> iheiM, 
we lay bclorc you, in two letters ydd idled 10 ihi- 
Boaidof Calcutta, and leave you the judge be- 
tween them and him. 
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'■Xo the H 6 nouralle'RQhtrtC\iv^, E/q. Pn/tdenf cnJ 
Governor, Off, Council of Fort William. 

' ■ Port Williim, 

Honourable Sir, and Shs, Decenn. 1759. 

T he paragraph of the Supplement to 

the Honourable the Court of Dueclor’s Let- 
ter of the 4 3d -of March, 1759, read for the firft 
time the 2d inftant, is of lb extraordinary a nature, 
that It cannot too t^rly be fpoken to by thofe who 
ate, or who may be luppofed to be pointed at , — 
for neceflary reaibns, I l^g le^^c lo udiir ilic whole 
paragraph. 

“ We are informed from good authoiity, that 
" two of our fervants, of confiderable rank, adtu- 
ally received from Klflendafa upwards of fifty 
“ thoufand rupees, for our protefting this perfon 
‘r againfi; Sur^ah Dowla i if this iniquitous tranf- 
“ amon Ihould be proved, what an account have 
thele men to render here and hereafter f For, 
“ according to human conjecture, it was the foun- 
“ dation of your late bloody calamities. The 
“ j’uftice you ow'c to thofe murdered innocents, - to 
“ your employeis, and to your own charadlers, 
“ will not fuffer us even to lurmife that you will 
“ fereen fuch villainy , you will therefore exa- 
“ mine ftridtly, and immediately into tjie truth 
“ of (his report ; give the enquiry preference to 
cvety orher concern, and ufe evciy juftifiable 
■* method with Fulopeans and natives to come at 
•• the knowledge of fadts , and Ihould any be found 
‘ guilty, difmiflion from our lervicc muft not only 
inftantly follow, but a profccution on our behalf 
‘ for damages fuftained muft be commenced againft 
‘ him or them in the Mayor’s Court; and what- 
‘ ever precautions can be ufed for the fecurity of 
‘ our demand, we expect, upon this occafion, will 
‘ be put in force.’"' 


The 
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The reftitude of my own heart, joined to the 
Woids “ of confiderable rank,” had nearly con- 
yinced me no part of this heavy charge of iniquity 
atid villainy could poflibly be aimed at me ; but 
when I found mylelf unjuftly fiiperfeded in the very 
next paragraph, without any caufe given by me, 
or afiigned by the Honourable the Court of Direc- 
tors, I could no longer remain in doubt that the 
nieafure of my perfecution was not yet full. And 
as I find myfclf doomed fooner or later a faciifice 
to private pique and party on one pretence or an- 
other, forgive me, gentlemen, if, confcious of my 
.own innocence, I am bold m my defence j I doubt 
pot but each of you will make my cafe' your own. 
You have been all witnefles of my unfiiaken zeal 
for the Company’s intereft and welfare, and are 
likewife witnefles of the returns I have met with 5 
— returns that mull alarm each of you who arc 
liable, as well as myfelf, to have your honour and 
charadter ftigmacized, by coveit infinuations — con- 
veyed into the ready and open ears of credulity, by 
the tongues of malice and flander. Happy are 
thole few remaining gentlemen who', were of Coun- 
cil at the period alluded to in the foregoing para- 
^aph, in being able to defpife the information, and 
retire from a fervice of fucli precarious tenure, and 
fubjedt to'fuch cruel afperfions : fuch Ihould be ray 
condudb alfo, was it equally in my power ; but 
fince that is not the cafe, and my rank in the fer- 
vicc will probably m a llioit time become really 
confiderable, I hold myfelf bound to give Gen- 
tlemen, every fatisfadtion in the premifes, and 10 
convince you by every means m my power, that if 
1 am one of the two glanced at in the faid igzd 
paragraph, fuch information, with relpedt to my- 
felf, is groundlefs, falfe, and wicked, m the mofl: 
fijperlative degree j and I will juftly borrow from 
the faid paragraph, and fay, what an account have 

tliofe 
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tliofeaien (tj?e InfoJmewJ £p. render here .afld heic 
after, Who fopldifrotn ^o foundation but tlj^t of 
JtifejflQUS.SifaTfifp, orijfjpg.fppiorr, attepipt to bjafl. 
the f^me aad-iPt,egrity of ptiteffi regard jo 

the ^fp.noMiiable the Court pf K^edjors.fo re^dtiy 

g iving frgdtt and.lhndbon lo, 'thfttinfo^Miatioo, and 
ififf. {apit pftudefn^a5i<tfi'Uo{jPaTd» fpbiyioua iroHi 
thw it 3 j d- |>^ragng,ph) . Biy duty ^a,n4 . igfppiSt i wit la- 
iimds my pen, atad nte it Is time j ^flipujd pro- 
ce^ to copfidcr thf!j;phiug® wirb 
dom which every ppe to the juftiBcationpf’lua 
own char^ftpri shpyghi^J.^iU fenfible.this freedotn 
(to wbieh;the HonoHrable the Court of .Direftofs 
are,fuQb ftrangers) wtU .paufe oiy dtfmiflao^ from 
thefervace, ^ 

“ lYott.are told, Geotlemetj,. by the Honourable 
thB;Court of Diredtoiij, that they^re informed from 
^ed, authority, « that twp of their fcWiants,’* &c. 
m-reply to which, pertpit-iije.tQ %, if th^r autho- 
rity b^beea good, iaWKnp!s 'jufl;icc,tOi. their fer- 
vwats^^ttld have- tran§iait.:^na’‘ 
ture of that aothority tp.'yoiii^’:Pis, 
have' jiamed the two fervantp aimed jat hcrei, ■ You- 
would have then had a foundation to .proceed, on, 
without .being reduced to the necefllty, as you now 
are,, of goji^ a hunting both for the^ aceulers and 
apcufed i.a tafk^that lureJy neve^ wus impofedl on 
any body of gentlecoeo wbatfoever, 

You. are fubfeqiiently tpld, that the prptedtion 
given to the perfoii of Kiflendais, was, from all 
human cDDj,citiire, the foundation of your late 
bloody calamities; if the Honourable the Court of 
Direaors were really fgnfible, tbjs was the founda- 
tion, , permit me moft humbly to expoftulqtc with 
them,, why their rcfentmenf. does not openly fqll 
,on thofe two perfons, who were more immediately 
concerned in granting fueh proteftion, to wit, on 
the then Chief of Co®mhuj?ar, who fo, ftrongly 

- ' urged 



t ] 

urged the neceffity of doing it, and the tKen Go- 
Vernor, who would not withdraw that proteftion 
when it became equally neceffhry ? But, Gentle- 
men, had the Honourable the Court of DirefborJi 
rhoughc proper to give a preference to fa£ts, in 
p’ace of all human conjefture, (which is fo ofreir 
fubordinate to all human malice and plitiality) 
they would be convinced the proteftion gianted tor 
Kiflendafs was not in any the leaft degree the foun- 
dation of your bloody calamities- fo that, could' 
fhat iniquitous circumftance of receiving the 50,000 
Rupees, be proved againft one or two of their fer- 
vants, their enjoined profecutions for damages mull 
fall tothegiound. The fails above alluded to, 
which Ihould in juftice and propriety have had the 
preference to human conjeflure, are before the 
Eionourable the Court of Diredlors, both in my^ 
addrefs to them of November 1756 from Fulta, 
and in that of Augtift 1757 at London, which 
puts it out of iheir power to fay they were ftran- 
oers to them. The motives which have urged the 
rupprelTion of thefe, and many other fails very 
mateiial for the knowledge of the world, are beft 
kno\ra CO the wifdoiii of the Honourable the Court 
of Direitors aird it is my duty to fuppofe thflfe 
motives are juft, or at leaft proper to mither their 
particular piitpofes, which doubtlefs ultimately 
tend to the promoting the welfare of the Company 
committed to their charge. Thus, for inftance, I 
I believe many can remember, am’bngft the multi- 
tude of infamous reports fpread at Fulta, one* wa^,' 
that three Gentlemen in the feivice had recetvctf 
from Kiflendafs 50,000 Rupees each, and I haVe 
no doubt but this aflertion was impudently wrote 
home from various hands : yet now you oblcrve*,’ 
Gentlemen, it la for the good of the fervice^ that 
the charge Ihoiild only be aimed at two. Publiq' 
bodies do no: deem themfelvcs accountable for the 

juftice 
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juftice and equity of their conduct to individuals 
under -their cotniTiand , and individuals, howfoever 
injured or opprefled, 'viill be thought audacious if 
they complain 5 but as tame fubmillioii and filencc 
in this cafe would juftly be conftrued into guilty 
and wear more the complexion of a ftate of abfolute 
flavery than a voluntary feiyitude, I would here 
aflert my own integrity and injuries without refer ve, 
were certain poverty and want to be the confe- 
quence. The Court of Directors may, if they 
plcafc, take the, Company’s bread from me, but 
they ought not by inuendo and infinuations, couched 
as they imagine without the letter of the laws of 
England, divcft me of my good name and charadter, 
which their 13 2d paragraph moft evidently aims at j 
and though prudence made it neceflary for them to 
fupprefs names, yet the manifeft tendency of the 
whole^ paragraph, is only calculated to give a co- 
louring and introdudtion to that which immediately 
follows, wherein not only myfclf, but feven mem-, 
bets; of jojurboard, and,.a m,ultimdeof feqior fcr- 
vanta, all •unexceptionablfi aMid 

abilities, are fuperfeded in open violatiotl’'^ that 
avowed principle of equity, on which the Honour- 
able the Court of Direftors reduced me laft year tp 
my ' rank in the Service. But to refume my own 
vmdic^tipn, permit me to reprefent to .you, .Gen- 
tlemen, 

That the prqteftion granted to Kiflendafs con- 
cerns not me more than any other member of the 
board;, that I had never, on my honour, any 
communication or converfe with Kiifendafs or with 
any one belonging to him, prior to my feeing him 
a prifoner in the faflory : that my fortune confi- 
^red in the year 1752, when I firft came into the 
feryjee, and compared with the public ftate of it, 
expofed in our late calamities, will not leave room 
r.for the leaft fliadow of a furmifc, that it ever had 

V ’ any 
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any acquifitions of fuch a nature, or in fuch' a de- 
gree. I’helc, you will lay, do- by no means amount 
lo proofs ; they are negative proofs, however, and 
what other than negative proofs can be given againfl: 
a charge lo indircfh and daik ? However, as a 
further I'atisf.u'lion to myfelf, and 1 hope to you, 
I entieat, that the lolemii oath which I fhall an- 
nex to this addiefs, may be adminiftrccl to me m 
coumil, as the only additional pi oof as yet in my 
power to give you of my innocence in this par- 
ticular. 

Having in a former pait of this addrefs men- 
tioned my being moll unjudly fuperfeded, it re- 
mains incumbent on me to prove this affertion, 
and however little I may benefit myfelf by this 
pioof, it may have this ufe at leaft, that yon. 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, and the reft of our fel- 
low lervants, may know in future the eftimation 
you ought to put on your having real merit in the 
I'ervice, and m having that merit acknowledged 
and celebrated by the Honourable the Court of 
Direiflors, whofe memories on this occafion, I muft 
humbly beg leave to refrefh, by various extrafls 
from their general letters to this prefulcncy, re- 
Ipefting my conduiEt in their fervice. 

{Here were inferted the feveral paragraphs alrea- 
dy given you, after the ftate of the revenues, and 
then the letter to the Board went on as follows.] 

From the tenor of this laft paragraph (2 5th 
March, 1757) I think I may be juftified in fay- 
ing, that peiibnal refentment, or other private 
motives, took the rule, and not thofc of juftice 
and equity, as the acknowledging and rewarding 
my merit, and at the fame ume fixing the clog 
^ain upon me, which they had fo gracioiifly, and ' 
for the felf-fame reafons, taken off in the year 
1755, perEaftcouit, implies a moft manifeft and 
unaccountable contradiftion ; howevet, in the ge- 
neral 
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n'eral letter of the nth' of November, 1757, pc; 
■London and Warren, I am again releafcd fiom' 
that clog, and appointed one of their four Go- 
vernors in lotltion j and in a fubfequenc letter by 
the fame fhips, on the rotation being abolifficd, 
appointed to fucceed to the governnoent next after 
Mr. Manningham j and again by the laft letters 
per London and Warren of the nth of April, 
1758, reduced to my rank in the lervice; and 
appointed by the Honourable the Court of Di- 
reftors to fucceed to the Government in turn j' 
and now by the Prince Henry’s letter fuperfeded 
in favour of Captain James Baiton, without the 
.Honourable the Court of Direftors impeach- 
ing, or having caufe to impeach, that zeal, inte- 
giity, and attachment to the Company, which they 
lb often acknowledged and rewarded. Permit me, 
therefore. Gentlemen, through the channel of your 
Board, humbly to reprefent to the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, the very hard treatment I have 
on the whole received, and to hope it will merit 
their future more favourable confideration, the 
more elpecially as it appears that -many, I may fay 
moft of the gentlemen who have figned the Prince 
Henry’s letter, have alfo given the fanftion of their 
hands to every paragraph tranlmitted to this pre- 
fidency in my favour. 

I am, with relpedt, 

Fort William, Hciourable Sir, and Sirs, &c. 

Dec. 1759. j. z. H. 

N. B. The following oath was tendered to, and 
taken by Mr. Holwell in Council the Z4th of 
December, 1759. 

“ I John Zephaniah Holwell, orfe of the Coun- 
cil of Fort William, 175^, when Kiffendafs, the 
fon of Rajah Bullob, received the prote£kion of 

1 this 
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this jMefic'enty, do folemnly fweat that 1 rifiver did, 
diretilly or indireiflly, receive from the faid Kiffen- 
dafs, or from any one on his behalf, any the leaft: 
reward or gratuity, either in money, jewels, or 
merchandize, for fuch protedhon granted the faid 
Kidendafs ; and that I never did, on any other 
pretence or confideration whatfoever, benefit my- 
felf by the faid Kiflendafs to the amount or value 
of one rupee. So help me God. 

J. Z. Holwell.” 

The ferdtiriy ordered in the before-recited rgad 
paragraph, was made by Colonel Clive at Moor- 
Ihadabad, ("where KilFendafs then refided) at the 
time the Colonel went to take leave of the Nabob, 
on hr, departure for Europe. On his return to 
Fort William, he wrote the following letter to the 
Board, on the fubjedi of his enquiry. 

the Gentlemen of Council. 

S 1 R S, 2jd January, 1760. 

“ ^"T^HEjuftice I owe to my own reputation, as 
“ A. well as my duty to the Company, obliged 
‘‘ me prior to the refignation of this Government, to 
‘‘ iifc my utmoft endeavours in coming at the truth 
“ of the heavy charge, fecmingly contained againib 
“ Mr. Holwell, in the 13 ad paragraph of the 

general letter. Inclofed is the folemn attefbabion 
“ of Kiflendafs j and I make no doubt but that 
“ gentleman’s innocence will appear as clear to 
" the Court of Diredtors, as it did to us who 
“ were prefent at, and witnefled the faid at- 
" teftation.” 

N. B. The gentlemen who witnefled the at- 
teftation were, 

B b • Col. 
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Col, Clive, Mr. Pybus, 

Col. Ford, Capt. Cainac. 

Major Caillaud, 

To the Honourable Henry Vanfittart, Efq, 

Council of Fore William. 

Gentlemen, 24th of November, 1760, 

A ccept my bell thanks for the obliging 
readinefs wheiewith you have gJ anted me 
copies of thole paragiaphs, in this yeai’s General 
Letter from England, which lelate particularly to 
mylelf. 

As the Honoiuable the Court of Direflois had 
long determined me unworthy of fuccecding in 
their fcrvice, according to the rank they moft gra- 
cioufly allotted me, in their General Letter of the 
nth of April, 1758 I could wifli they had 
refted there, without laying me under a neceflity of 
breaking in upon your time at this very buly period, 
by a needful reply to fome very unjuft refleftions 
thrown upon me in the i ipth and 127th paragraphs 
of their Letter, under date the ift of April, 1760. 
The confideration of that indifpenlible duty, which 
binds every Gentleman to the defence of his own 
charafter, will, I am fure, be fulficicnt apology to 
your Honourable Board, for this intiufion. 

Refpefting the lalaiy I received by appointment 
of the Board, as annexed to the poll: of Import 
Warehoufe-keeper, and as being poflefled by the 
fame individual nominated to that poft, when the 
Government of Bengal was ordered to lour perfons,, 
the Court of Direftors are pleafed to fay, “ The 
“ Gentlemen of Council might miftake their in- 
“ tentions ; but that Mr. Holwell fliould have 
“ afted with more fincerity, becaufe he was pei- 
“ feftly acquainted with the Court’s fentimencs, 
*' and paiticularly with the motives of their ordcis, 

“ &c.” 
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&c.” To rhia I may juftly reply. That the 
ftntiments and motives of that Court of Diredtors 
were as well, or better known to the GenJemen 
of that Council than to myfelf. I attempted no{: 
to furprize them into that meafure , I laid what I 
thought an equitable ftate of the cafe before them. 
They took it into ferious co'nfideration, gave a 
careful perufal to every letter which reached them 
that year by the Warren ; and on the whole, weie 
of opinion, they contained not a fyllable that con- 
tradifted their giving me that emolument. To 
this I may add, the Gentlemen of Council would 
have paid a very bad complimeiit to the fentiment'J 
and motives which dictated the General Letter of 
the nth of April, 1758, if they had furmifed, 
the Court’s intention was to diveft me of any emo- 
lument annexed to the poft which the rank they 
deigned to give me regularly bi ought me to, efpe- 
cially when that Letter not only puflied me from 
the top of the Council to the bottom, but alfo di- 
vefted me of a poft which I had filled near five 
year', and to which the fame Diiedtors had but the 
year before annexed, (to me particularly) a falary 
of 6,000 Rupees per annum, as a reward for my 
integrity and juft condudh in the due execution 
thereof. 

Touching the high refentment of the Court of 
Dirc£tors, at “ my weak and prefumptuous con- 
dudt, for joining in confulcation with the Captains 
and Ofiiceia of the Warren,” as fetfoith rn the 147 
paragraph, I with all humility kifs the rod, and 
contels it was out of my province to meddle with 
llich a fuhjedl. From this ftep I cannot exculpate 
myl'elf, but by avening, I had no motive to urge 
me, but the welfare and fafety 0/ the Ihip, the 
Company’s effbdts, and the troops on board. Thiji 
plea, I know, will avail me little before judge^^ 
who have already, and at random, loaded me with 
B b 2 the 
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the heavy charge of induencing the Captain to 
difobey their orders, from felfi^ pidrpefls of my 
own. Suiely, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 1 fliall 
not give offence, when I fay, this charge has neither 
truth or probability to fupport it. I’he Captain 
and his Officers had formed their refolutions, a 
■pnen-t without my interfering direftly or indiredtlyj 
fo that I cannot be faid to have influenced their 
councils. To this Captain Glover will witncfs, if 
he has regard to truth, which I will not doubt ; 
And he was under no obligation of legaiding my 
concurrence 01 non-concurrence, which I do fup- 
pofe would not have varied his meafures ; howfo- 
ever that might have been, he intreated me and 
Captain Drake to hear the reafons which determined 
him to the Bay, and give our opinions thereon ; to 
which we alfented ; And from the face both of the 
infti uftions and orders received from the Court of 
Diieftors, and tlie intelligence received from Ceylon, 
which he had laid before us, I then was of opinion, 
as I am to this hour, that he and bis officers afted 
a faithful and judicious parti and I ferupkd not to 
fign to that opinion, though I own k was an ill- 
judged compliance, confidering, as the Court juft- 
Jy obferves, my “ interefted fituafion,” when I 
might have known that every handle which could 
be trumped up, would be Icized on to my pre- 
judice, to give a colour and plea for injuftice. 
Had I not renounced my then lelHfh profpects, my 
opinion would have been very different. The Gen- 
tlemen themfeJves knew, they had taken care my 
lolfifli profpedls at the Bay could be of little ellima- 
,tion to me, and that it was totally a matter of in- 
ditreience to me or mine, whether I arrived there a 
month looner or later, On the contrary, it was to 
jne art inteiefling event the touching at Madrafs, as 
by not doing it i was a Infer to the ariiount of near 
2000 1 . for the truth of which the Gentlemen may, 
- • . if 
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if riiey pleafe, apply to Meflis. Muilman, Solo-’ 
mon, and Adams of London, to fay nothing of 
fome ocher very felfilh profpefts which might pro- 
bably have been the conlequence of niy touching 
at that Port ; but all thefe I renounced when the 
intercA-s of my employers came in competition : 
And adequate has been my reward, as well m this 
as in every other endeavour to ferve them. — The 
Court of Diredlors are plealed to clofe this pata- 
grapli with faying, “ They are not willing to re- 
“ member paft tranfacfions ; but caution me to 
“ be moie guarded in future ; for peihaps by my 
“ influence thediftrefles of Madiafs wereincreafed, 
“ and an unhappy Commander ruined.” That the 
honoui able the Court of Dll eftorsfliouldbeunwilhng 
to renTcmber paft tranfaftions, (refpefling me) I do 
not wonder at, thereafons aie obvious and ftriking 
to the whole world • However, I humbly tranfmit 
them my thanks for their gracious precaution, which 
follows ill ttnrenm ; but I have the pleafuie of 
thinking, that h ng before this they are convinced 
it was quite thrown away. That my influence in- 
ercafed the diftiefles of Madrals, and ruined an 
unhappy Commander j arc molt fevere inftnuations, 
and require diftindt paragraphs for reply, as the 
word — by no means extenuates the in- 
tended venom of the charge. 

It would give me the deepeft affliftion, had I 
been the caufe of incrcafing the diftrefles of Ma- 
dufs, even by an error in judgment. If the War- 
ren’s proceeding to the Bay really had that efleflt, 
for Ihe had no money, and as I reinembpr but 6o 
men, it cannot, however, be laid at my door, with 
the leaft fliadow of juftice. But I know that 
-.^uifling as the number of troops were) the (hip’s 
arrival here, at the ci ideal time (he did, had a 
very ncceflary efteft on tlic Government of the 
JL’fOvinccs, which was then m Secret Treaty with 
B b 3 the 
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the Dutch, taking the advantage of our gitat 
weaknefs, caufed by the expedition to the South- 
y/ard, under Colonel Ford j and we had great rca- 
Ibn to think it gave for fome time a very feafonable 
check to their Councils, as the troops were, with 
good fuccefs, fwclled by us to fiy times their real 
number,’ 

That I Jhould be deemed the caufe of an un- 
happy Commander’s ruin, is a charge which gives 
me more real concern than any other the Court of 
Diicftors have l^een pleafed tp load me with. — Tq 
wipe off this cruel afperfion, I am under a neceflity 
of tranfcnbing part of Captain Glover’s laft Let- 
ter to me from Madrafs, under date the ad of No- 
vember, 1759, which wUl, I hope, not oflly fet 
his own honour and honefty in a clear light, but 
alfo further eviqce, that I had not thole felfilh 
prolpefts in view with which I have been fo grofs- 

ly accufed. rAfter intreating I would write to 

my friends in his favour. He goes on, “ I need 
“ not mention to Mr. Holwell what is neceflary, 
as he IS a much better judge than lam; and lhal| 
“ only hint one thing that will be of fervice.— 
“ They lay the blame entirely on this, — That you 
“ and I were concerned together, and wanted to 
“ pufli for the lirfl: fliip at the Bay, to make our 
“ market ; — or this — that you wanted not to com’c 
“ here , and my being a good-natured man (mean- 
“ mg, as I fuppofe, a loft one, or rather a fool) 
“ you over-peifuaded me to go immediately to 
“ Bengal. Now, Sir, I alTure you, that I have 
a<5bed as an honeft man in regard to this afliur ; 
“ and no more than what I ought, as I am very 
“ certain of its fallhood, and tell every body 
“ where I go, that you never was the man that 
f concerned yourfelf with any thing relating to the 
“ Ihip, or where I went ; and that you had con- 
cerns at Madrafs ; th^t you would have becq 

“ verjr 
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very glad to have gone there, which. Is, I be* 
“ lieve, the truth ; and I ftiall ever abide by it.’* 

The very (hameful fuppohtion, which Captain 
Glover mentions above, of my being concerned 
with him, and which feems to have been taken np 
by the Court of Direftors, and appears the ground- 
woik of their charging me with thefe felfilh prof- 
pefts, IS almoft unworthy my notice, chough its 
confutation is in my power, from a thoufand 
proofs. It IS only for yourfatisfaftion, Gentlemen, 
that, on my honour, I folemnly aver, I never had 
a concern with that Gentleman, direfbly or indi- 
leftly, to the value of a fliilhng. I am, with 
true refpedt, 

Honourable Sir, and Siis, 

Your moil: obliged a;^ obedient humble fervant, 

J. Z. H. 

In the foregOiing letter you fee two charges laid 
agamd; this gentleman, the one touching the falary 
annexed to the poll of Impoi c W arehoulc-Keeper j 
the other, his influenang Capt. Glover, commander 
of the Warren, to pais the port of Madrafs, and 
Hand diredly for Sengah As to the firfl;, a debate 
in full Council was had, on the terms of the 
Court of Direftors letters, when it was agreed to 
continue the falary ro this gentleman i and it was 
paid to him accordingly, fo long as he remained at 
the head of that ofEce. 

Touching the fecond charge, let it he remarked,, 
that notwithftanding Capt. Glover had been di- 
vefted of his fliip by the Prefidency of Fort Sc. 
George, your Court of Direftors, on his return^ 
home, thought his conduft fo juftifiable, that he 
was again reCtoied to a command in your fervice. 

Mr. Holwell (contrary to the laboured intentions 
of your Court of Direftors) ariived ar laft to thi 
,^iead of your affairs in Bengal. In this capacity, 

B b 4 liow 
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how anxious his fitnation, (may be fccn in his 
Addrefs) much npre to be pitied than envied. 
Tliough he was himfelf, immediately after Colonel 
Clive’s departure, plunged m the heavieft difficul- 
ties, tofuppoit ij. government overwhelmed in con- 
fuffon, and the public traqfaftions of that adtive 
and tuibulent peiiod were apparently fufficicnt to 
erppjoy the attention and genius of any one man, 
yet did lie find leifuie (tq the Iqfs pf his health 
arid peace) to fuperintend every the mmuteft branch 
of yoiit private conccins and intprefts. He had 
the addrefs to cjiTcoyer ^n injuuous confederacy in 
the execqtion of your new works of fortifications, 
commenced a profecution againft the parties con- 
cerned, difdained a bribe of jo,qool. to diop 
that proliepiition, and might have gaiped treble that 
fum, had he fliewed the leaft propenfity to come 
to any compromife with the delinquents. The 
frauds he tracejl amoupted to near 50,000!. the 
greateft part of which he faw refunded, and fecu- 
rity taken for the reft, before he was fuperfeded m 
your government. For proof of tbele fa^s, we 
fbbjom the following vouchers. 

Copy of a Mniate of Coutidl, the 14//& July, 1760^’ 
touching Ftaiids tii the new Werks. 

The Piefident, during the whole coqrfe of 
“ this ftnitiny, having fliewn the moft unwearied 
“ application m bringing to light the frauds 
“ hitherto difeovered, ana given the higheft pi oof 
“ of his integrity, in refufing a bribe of eighty 
“ tjioufand Rupees, and paying it into the trea- 
“ fury, as a fmall rccompence for the frauds com-* 
mitted.” 

Relblvcd, That the thanks of this Board be 
“ returned to' hiin, on behalf of our Hopourable 
“ Rmployer^,” 

Copy 
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Copy cf Paragraph of Governor Vanfit- 

tart’j and htf Cowml’s General Letter to the 
Court of DtreSots, under Date the ibth of 
January, 1761. 

“ In the former part of this letter, concerning 
the frauds committed in the new works, wc 
“ mentioned the fums confefled by Govmdiatn 
“ Goze, and Captairj Brohicr ; and that fevcial 
“ fums had been paid in, on that account : Be- 
“ fides thefe, the fum of 80,000 Rupees was pri- 
“ vately prefented to Mr. Holwell, (fuppofed by 
“ thofe concerned m the affair) with a view of 
prevailing on him (who alone was acquainted 
“ with the difcoveiy) to drop the piolecution j 
“ tile fum was paid by him into the treafury, and 
“ carried likewifc to the credit of — Over Charges, 
“ the New Woiks, but was not accounted as a part 
“ of the fums for which the delinquents were an- 
fwerable Mr. Holwell, through the whole courfe 
“ of this enquuy, fhewed a diligence and atten- 
“ tion, for which he lecejved the thanks of the 
Boaid, and iperlts hkewif^ your particular 
ijoiipc.” 

Copy of iWr, Holwell’j laft Letter to the Board 
of Calcutta. 

To the Honourable Henry Vanfittart, Efq- Preftdent 
an^ Governor, Comal of Fort mlliara. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, September 2911, 

1760. ■ 

« ri^HE many unmerited, and confeguenfly un-r 
« X juft, marks of refentment, which I have 
“ lately received fiom the prefent Court of Direc- 
“ tors, will not fuffer me longer to hold a fervice, 
y in the courfe of which, my fteady and unwearied 

« ?eal 
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'« zeal for die honour and intcreft of the Company, 
“ might have expefted a more equitable return.— 
“ Permit me, therefore, Gentlemen, to refign the 
*' Service ; and at die lame time to requeft the 
“ favour of your indulgence to refide in Ecrgal, 
“ until I can fully colleft my fcattered concerns in 
** trade, previous to my qviitting Indu. — Herein 
you Dvill lay an obligation on him, who is (with 
“ true relpedt, as well as moft fanguine wilhes for 
**- the honour and fuccefs of this Board, and prof- 
“ perity of the fetclement,) 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Your qioft obedient, humble leivant, 
J. Z. HOLWELL, 

of the Minute in Council of the i^th of Sep- 
tember, 1760, on receipt of the foregoing Let~ 
ter. 

** TV/T^‘ ^>cfore the Board a letter, 

“ i.VX rcquefhng leave to refign the lervice, and 
** permiffion to refide in Bengal, until he can fully 
“ colledl his concerns in trade. 

" Agreed Mr. Holwell’s requeft be complied 
** with, though the Board are concerned at the 
“ departure of fo valuable a member. Ordered 
•* this letter be entered after this day’s conful- 
“ tation,” 

For the truth of the feveral fafts, vouchers, and 
quotations, here laid before you, we appeal to the 
records of Leadenhall-fireet. 

Thus have we compleated our undertaking, 
'viz. the Vindication of Mr. Holwell’s chara£i:cr, 
and at the fame time Ihevvn from incontefiible fadfs, 
the eminent benefits you have received from his 
fteady zeal and integrity \ benefits that juflly de- 
■nanded your highefi notice and gratitude. How 
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mufl: your Court of Direftors appear (to the im- 
partial) — They have been often lavUh of their 
■public thanks and prmfes to fome of your fervants, 
whilft this gentleman (who from the firft to the 
laft hour he had a feat in your Councils abroad, 
never ceafed fuicefsfully labouring for your good) 
was fo lhamefully negle6ted, nay, “ evil entreated.” 

We clofe this addref? by a fhort recapitulation 
of Mr. HolwelPs nine years fervices, and in a juft 
eftimate lay before you at one view the futn total 
added to your eftate, for which you are (in Igme 
Items folely^ and in the others chtefy) indebted to 
Mr. Holwell’s fagacity, integrity, and applica- 
tion, viz. 

Zemindary Calcutta ■— — 10,000 

Zemindary of the Z4th Furgannah 60,000 
Lands ceded by Mhir Collin 1 
Aly Khan, chiefly by Mr. i 700,000 
Holwell’s influence over him I 

770,000 perann.' 

The funa fent to Mr. Holwell’s houfe in his ab- 
fence on the evening of the 13th July, 1760, to 
engage him to drop the profecution of the frauds 
jn the fortifications, (the perfons who fent it, not 
precifely known) was by him the next morn ing 
prefented to the Company, and paid into your 
treafury, viz. — — — — — 10,000 

Frauds traced and proved by Mr. Hoi- 1 
well, and fince brought to your credit j ' SOjOoo 

60,000 

We are fenfible that the lands ceded by Coffin 
Aly Khan, have been commonly valued only at 
600,000 1. per annum, but we know their real net 
yalue is as above eftimated, 
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TO THE 


READER. 


T he following narrative will appear, upon 
perufal, to be a limple detail of a moll melan- 
choly event, delivered m the genuine language of 
finceie concern, in a letter to a friend ; from whom 
the greateft kindnefles had been leceived, and in 
whom the greateft confidence was placed. It was 
wiitten on board the velTel in which the author 
retuined from the Eaft-Indies, when he had leifure 
to refleft, and was at liberty to throw upon paper, 
what was too ftrongly imprefied upon his memory, 
ever to wear out. If therefore it appears in Ibme 
places a little palTionate ; in others fomewhat dif- 
fnle ; ^nd, through the whole, tindlured with that 
difpoiition under which it was wiitcen •, the occa- 
fion, and the nature of the performance, will fuf- 
ficiently excule what might have been confidered 
as imperfeiftions, if it had been intended for the 
public view; and which may perhaps be confidered 
in another light, now, that through a train of un- 
forefeen accidents, it comes to appear in print. 

The fubjeft being of a very mixed nature, and 
fomething more than a bare relation of private cala- 
mity, rendered many people curious to fee it, when 
it was once known, that fuch a paper exifted ; and 
as there was nothing contained in it, that lequired 

either 
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cither much fecrecy, or circumfpcQrion, it hns been 
freely communicated to feveral, and amongft thole, 
to fome perforts of the firft diftinftion > whothoiighE 
it might gratify public expedtation, more cfpecially 
if It appeared in the fame natural and undilginfed 
drefi, m which they had feen it j for truth, and 
more efpecially fo affefting a truth, ftands Uttk in 
need of ornament, and appears to more advantage, 
the Icfs it is. aflifted by the arts of writing, to v^hich 
the author bfeing a ftranger, he trufted to his feel- 
ing, and endeavoured to exprefs by his pen, the 
emotions of his heart. He the more readily yielded 
to this requeft: of his friends, from the following 
motives, which, as they wrought much upon hirri, 
may pollibly have fome weight with you* 

It is fomewhat rare, to find traniadhions of an 
extraordinary nature delivered circumftantially by 
thofe who are not only acquainted with, but were alio 
adlors in them, whilft the matter is frelh in their 
minds, and confequently, when they are fitteft to 
give a clear, connected, and impartial account. 
This therefore having been his original intention, 
though for the fatisfadVion onjy of a private friend; 
' yet, when called upon to make it public, it ap- 
peared to him a very perfuafivc argument, as he 
was confcious to himfelf, that he had written it 
with the ftridleft regard to veracity, in every point, 
and to dilburthen his thoughts of that load of af- 
flidtion, which would have been as intolerable as 
the misfortune itfelf, if both had not been quail's 
fled by the remembrance of that mercy by which 
he was delivered, and which feemed to claim a 
grateful return of public acknowledgment, for fo 
peculiar a deliverance. 

He was farther moved, by the confideration that 
there are fome feenes in real life fo fuH of mifery 
and horror, that the boldeft imagination would not 
dare to feign tiiem, for fear.qf Ihocking credMity, 

He 



He thought fuch fcenes as thefe could not be per- 
mitted, by a wife, a beneficent Being, but for the 
fake of their becoming lefibns to mankind ; and 
he theiefore concluded, that this intention could 
never be better anfweied, than by coflfenting to 
render them public j that by this means, a door of 
hope, and of confidence, may be opened, to fuch 
as may hereafter fall under like tryals, by giving 
them an inltance (and fiire a ftrongcr cannot well 
be given), that we ought never to defpair, when 
innocence and duty havp been the caufes of our 
diftrefs. 
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A 


LETTER 

FROM 

J. Z. H O L W E L L, Efq. 

T O 

W". DAVIS, Efq* 

From on board the Syren-Sloop, the 28th of 
Fcbruaiyj 1757. 


Dear Str, 

T H E confufion which the late capture of 
the Eaft-India Company’s fertlements in 
Bengal muft neccflarily excite m the city of 
London, will, I fear, be’not a little heightened by 
the mifeiable deaths of the greateft part oi thofe 
gentlemen, who were reduced to the fad neceffiry 
of fuiiendering themfelves prifoners at difcretion in 
Fort William. 

By narratives made public you will only know, 
that of one hundred and forty-fix pnfonci":, one 
hundred and twenty-three were fmothered in t’ e 
Black-Hole prilbn, in the night of the 20th of 
June, 1756. Few fiirvlved capable of giving anjr 
detail of the manner in which it happened j and c f 

C c 2 thele 
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thefc I believe none have attempted if for my 
own part, I have often fat down with this refo- 
lutioiH and as often relinquiflied the melancholy 
talk, not only from the difturbance and aihiftion it 
raifed a-frcfli in nay remembrance, but from the 
confideration of the impolTibility of finding lan- 
guage capable of raifing an adequate idea of the 
horrors of the fcene I elTayed to draw. But as I 
believe the annals of the world cannot produce an 
incident like it in any degree or proportion to all 
the difmal circumftances attending it, and as my 
own health of body and peace of mind are once 
again, in a great meafure, recoveied from the in- 
juries they iuffered from that fatal night, I cannot 
allow it to be buried in oblivion ; though ftill 
confcious, that however high the colouring my 
retentive memory may fupply, it will fall infinitely 
Jhort of the horrors accompanying this fccne. 
Theft defeats muft, and I doubt not, will be 
aflifted by your own humane and benevolent ima- 
gination *, in the excrcifc of which I never knew 
you deficient, where unmerited diftrefs was the 
objeft. 

The fta air has already had that falutary effedt 
on my conftitution I expedled ; and my mind 
enjoys a calm it has been many months a ftranger 
to, ftrengtheqed by a clear chearful fky and atmof- 
phere, joined to an uhufual plealant gale, with 
which we are pafEng the equinoftial. I can now, 
therefore, look back with lefs agitation on the 
dreadful night I am going to defcribe 5 and with 
a grateful'hcart lincercly acknowledge, and deeply 
revere that Providence, which alone could have 
pieftrvcd me through that and all my fucceeding 
Offerings and hazards. 

Before Lcondudl: you into the BUck-fiole, it is 
neceflary you fliould hs acquainted lyitb a feiy 

introductory 
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introductory circumflances. Th6 Suba * and his 
troops were in pofleflion of the fort before fix in 
the evening. I had in all three interviews with 
him : the lafh in Durbir -f- before feven, when 
he repeated his afitirances to me, on the wotd of a 
foldier.) that no harm fhould come to us 5 and • in- 
deed I believe his orders were only general. That 
We Ihould for that night be fecuned j and that what 
followed was the refult of revenge and refentment 
in the breafts of the lower Jenlmaatdaars to 
whofe cultody we were delivered, for the number 
of their order killed during the fiege. Be this as 
it may, as foon as it was dark, wc weie all, with- 
out difiinftion, directed by the guard over us, to 
colle£fc ourfelves into one body, and fit down quietly 
under the arched Veranda or piazza, to the weft 
of the Black-Hole prifon, and the barracks to 
the left of the court of guard ; and juft over-againft 
the windows of the governor’s eafterly apartments. 
Befides the guard over us, another was placed at 
the foot of the ftairs at the fouth end of this 
Veranda, leading up to the fouth-eaft baftion, to 
prevent any of us efcaping that way. On the 
parade (where you will remeiiiber the two twenty- 
four pounders ftood) were alfo drawn up about 
four or five hundred gun-men with lighted 
matches. 

At this time the faftory was in flames to the right 
and left of us j to the right the Armory and Labo- 
ratory ; to the left the Carpenter’s yard : though 
at this time we imagined it was the Cotta-ware- 
houfes II . Various were our conjedtures on this ap- 
pearance ; the fire advanced with rapidity on both 
fidess and it was the prevailing opinion, that they 
intended fuffocating us between the two fires : and 
C c 3 this 

* Sazajud-Dowla, viceroy of Bengal, Bakar, and Orixa. 

In connciI. X officer of the rank of Seijeani. 

H The Company’s cloth warehonfes. 
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thiS notion Was confirmed by the appearance, aboac 
half an hour pafk feven, of fome officers and 
people with lighted torches in their hands, who 
went into all the apartments under the cafterly 
curtain to the right of us ; to which we appre- 
hended they weie fettmg fire, to expedite their 
fcheme of burning us. On this we piefcntly came 
to a refolution, of ruftiing on the guard, Icizing 
their feymitars, and attacking the troops upon the 
parade, rather than be thus tamely loafted to death. 
But to be fatisfied of their intentions, I advanced, 
at the requeft of Mefirs. Baillie, Jenks, and Revely, 
to fee if they weie really fctting fire to the apart- 
ments, and found the contrary , for in fadf, as it 
appeared aftei wards, they were only feaiching for 
a place to confine us in ; the laft they examined 
being the barracks of tlie court of guaid behind 
us. 

Here I muft detain you a little, to do honour to 
the memory of a man, to whom I had in many 
inffances been a fiiend, and who, on this occafion, 
demonftrated his fenfibihty of it in a degree worthy 
of a much higher rank. His name was I.eech, the 
Company’s fmith, as well as clerk of the paiifli 
this man had made his efcape when the Moors 
entered the fort, and leturned juft as it was dark, 
to tell me he had provided a boar, and would enfure 
my efcape, if I would follow him through a paf- 
fage few were acquainted with, and by which he 
had then entered. (This might eafily have been 
^ccomphfficd, as the guard put over us took but 
Very flight notice of us.) 1 thanked him in the 
belt terms I was able ; but told him it was a ftep 
I could not prevail on myfelf to take, as I fhould 
thereby very ill' repay the attachment the gentle- 
, men and the garrifon had flicwn to me •, and, that 
I was lefolved to fliare their fate, be it what it 
would : but prefled him to fccure his own efcape 

without 



C S9I ] 

without lofs of time-, to which he gallantly re- 
plied, thjt “ then he was icfolved to fliate mine, 
“ and would not leave me.” 

To mylelf and the world I (hould furely have 
Hood excufed in embiacing the overtuie above- . 
mentioned, could I have conceived what imme- 
diately followed , for I had fcarce time to make 
him an anfwer, befoie we obferved part of the 
guard drawn up on the parade, advance to us 
with the officers who had been viewing the looms. 
They oidered us all to rife and go into the barracks 
to the left of the comt of guard. The banacks, 
you may lemember, have a large wooden platform 
for the foldieis to deep on, and are open to the 
■weft by aichcs and a fmall parapet- v/all, coirefpon- 
ding to the arches of the Veranda without. In 
we went moft leadily, and were pleafing ouifclves 
with the profpedt of paffing a coinfoi table night 
on the platform, little dieammg ot the infernal 
apartments in referve for us. For we were no 
Iboner all within the barracks, than the guard 
advanced to the innci aiches and paiapet-wall ; and, 
•with their mufleets piefented, ordered us to go 
into the room at the fouthermoft end of the bar- 
racks, commonly called the Black-Hole prifon j 
whilft others from the Court of Guard, with clubs 
and drawn feymitars, prefled upon thofc of us 
next to them. This ftroke was fo fudden, fo un- 
expedted, and the throng and prelTure fo great upon 
us next the door of the Black-Hole piilon, there 
was no refifting it , but like one agitated wave im- 
pelling another, we were obl’ged to give way and 
enter j the reft followed like a torrent, few amongft 
us, thefoldiers excepted, having the leaft idea of the 
dimenlions or nature of a place we had never feen ; 
for if we had, we ftiould at all events have ruCbcd 
upon the guard, and been, as the lelTer evil, by 
our own choice cut to pieces. 

C c 4 Amongft 
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Amongft the firft that entered, were myfelfi 
MclTrs. Baillie, Jenks, Cooke, T. Coles, Enfign 
Scot, Revely, Law, Buchanan, &c. I got pof- 
feflion of the window neareft the door, and took 
Melfrs. Colea and Scot into the window with me, 
they being both wounded (the firft I believe mor- 
tally). The reft of the abovc-tncntioned gentle- 
men were clofe round pie. It was now about eight 
o’clock. 

Figure to yourfelf, my friend, if poffible, the 
fituation of a hundred and forty-fix wretches, ex- 
haufted by continual fatigue and adlion, thus cram- 
med together in a cube of about eighteen feet, in 
a clofe fultry night, in Bengal, (hut up to the eaft- 
ward and fouthward (the only quarters from whence 
air could reach us) by dead walls, and by a wall 
and door to the north, open only to the weftward 
by two windows, ftrongly barred with iron, from 
which we could receive fcarce any the leaft circu- 
lation of frelh air. 

What muft enfue, appeared to me in lively and 
dreadful colours, the inftant I caft my eyes round, 
and faw the (ize and fituation of the room. Many 
unfuccefsful attempts were made to force the door i 
for having nothing but our hands to work with, 
and the door opening inward, all endeavours were 
vain and fruitlefe. 

Obferving every one giving way to the violence 
of pafiions, which I forefaw muft be fatal to 
I requefted Clence might be prefcivcd, whilft I 
Ipoke to them, and in the moil pathetic and moving 
ttrms which occurred, “ I begged and intieated, 
that as they had paid a ready obedience to me in 
the day, they would now fur their own fakes, and 
the lakes of thole who were dear to theni, and were 
inteiefted in the prefervation of their lives, regard 
the advice I had to give them. I aflured them, 
the return of day would give us air and liberty ; 

urged 
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urged to them, that the only chance we had left 
for fuftaining this misfortune, and furviving the 
night, was the preferring a calm mind wd quiet 
refignation to our fate j ititreating them to curb, 
as much as pofTible, every agitation of mind and 
body, as raving and giving a loofe to their paiTibns 
could anfwer no purpofe, but that of hafteoing 
their deftrudtion.” 

This remonftrance pioduced a flioit interval 
of peace, and gave me a few minutes for rcflcdtion ; 
though even this paufe was not a little difturbed 
by tlu cries and groans of the many wounded, and 
more particularly of my two companions in the 
window. Death, attended with the mod cruel 
tram of circumftances, 1 plainly perceived mult 
prove our inevitable defliiny, 1 had feen this com- 
mon migration in too many fhapes, and accuf- 
tomed myfelf to think on the fubjeft with too 
much propriety to be alarmed at the profpeft, and 
indeed felt much more for my wretched companions 
than myfelf. 

Amongft the guards pofted at the windows, I 
obferved an old Jemmautdaar near me, who feemed 
to carry feme compaQIon for us in his countenance j 
and indeed ho was the only one of the many in 
his ftation, who difeovered the lead trace of hu- 
manity. I called him to me, and in the moft per- 
fuailve terms I was capable, urged him to com- 
miferate the fuderings he was a wicnefs to, and 
prelfed him to endeavour to get us feparated, half 
in one place, and half m another $ and that he 
IhoulU in the morning receive a thoufand Rupees 
for this att of tcnclei nefs. He promifed he would 
attempt it, and withdrew j but in a few minutes 
returned, and told me it was impojlible. 1 then 
thought I had been dchcienc in my offer, and pro- 
mifed him two thoufand. He withdrew a fecond 
time, but returned foon, and (with I believe much 

real 
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Ttdl pity and concern) told me, it was not pradt- 
cable , that it could not be done but by the Suba’s 
orders, and that no one daied awake him. 

During this interval, though then palllons were 
lefs violent, their uneafinefs increaled. We had 
been but few minutes confined, before evciy one 
fell into a peifpiration fo profufe, you can form no 
idea of it. This confequently brought on a raging 
thirft, which ftill increafed, in proportion as the 
body was drained of its moiftme. 

Various expedients were thought of to give 
more room and air. To obtain the former, it was 
moved to put off their cloaths. This was approved 
as a happy motion, and in a few minutes I believe 
every man was ftripped (myfelf, Mr, Couit, and 
the two wounded young gentlemen by me, ex- 
cepted). For a little time they flattered them- 
felves with having gained a mighty advantage j 
tfVery hat was put in motion, to produce a circu- 
lation of air ; and Mr. Baillie piopofcd that eveiy 
man (hould fit down on his hams. As they were 
truly in the fituation of drowning wretches, no 
wonder they caught at every thing that bore a flat- 
teiing appearance of faving them. This expe- 
dient was feveral times put in pradlice, and at each 
time many of the poor creatures, whofe natural 
ftrength was lefs than odiers, or had been moie 
exhaufted, and could not immediately recover their 
legs, as others did, when the word was given to 
RISE, fell to rife no more ; for they were inftantly 
trod to death, or fuffocated. When the whole 
body fdt down, they were fo clofely wedged toge- 
ther, that they were obliged to ufe many cflbrts, 
before they could put thcmfelves in motion to get 
up again. 

Before nine o’clock every man’s thirfl: grew into- 
lerable, and refpiration difficult, Our fituation was 
^nuchpiore wretched than that of fo many miferablc 

animals 
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animals in an cxhaiiftcd receiver no circulatioh of 
frefh air fufRcient to continue life, nor yet enough 
divefted of us vivifying pai tides to put afpeedy 
period to it. 

Efforts were again made to force the door, but 
in vain. Many infults were iifed to the guard, to 
provoke them to fiie m upon us (which, as I 
learned afterwards, wete carried to much greater 
lengths, when I was no more lenfible of what was 
tranfaded). For my own part, I hitherto felt 
little pain or unealinefs, but what refulted from 
my anxiety for the fufferings of thofe within. By 
keeping my face between two of the bais, I ob- 
tained air enough to give my lungs eafy play, tho’ 
my perfpiration was exceffive, and thirft commenc- 
ing. At this period, fo ftrong an urinous volatile 
effluvia came fiom the piilbn, that 1 was not able 
to turn my head that way, for more than a few 
feconds of time. 

Now evciy body, excepting thofe fituated in 
and near the windows, began to glow outiagious, 
and many delirious ; Waier^ became the 

geneial cry. And the old Jemmautdaar, before 
mentioned, taking pity on us, ordered the people 
to biing fome Ikins of water, little dreaming, I 
believe, of its fatal effeds. This was what I 
dreaded. I forefaw it would prove the ruin of the 
fmall chance left us, and efTaycd many times to 
fpeak to him privately to forbid its being bi ought; 
but the clamour was fo loud, it became impoflibls. 
The water appeared. Words cannot paint to you 
the univerfal agitation and raving the fight off it 
threw us into. I had flattered myfelf that fome, 
by pieferving an equal temper of mind, might' 
outlive the night ; but now the refledion which 
gave me the greateft pain, was, that I faw no pof- 
fibility of one efcaping to tell the difmal tale. 

Until 
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Until the water came, I had myfelf not fufFered 
much fiom thirfb, which inllantly grew excelTive. 
We had no means of conveying it into the prifon, 
but by hats forced through the bais ; and thus my- 
felf, and Meflrs. Coles and Scot (notwithftanding 
the pains they fufFered from their wounds) fupplied 
them as fall as poflible. But thofe, who have ex- 
perienced intenfe thirft, or are acquainted with the 
caufc and nature of this appetite, will be fuffi- 
ciently fenfible it could receive no more than a 
momentary alleviation ; the caufe ftill fubfifted. 
Though we brought full hats within the bars, 
there enfucd fuch violent ftruggles, and frequent 
contefb, to get at it, that before it reached the lips 
of any one, there would be fcarcely a fmall tea-cup 
full left in them. Thefe fupplies, like iprinkling 
water on fire, only ferved to feed and raife the 
flame. 

Oh f my dear Sir, how fhall I give you a con- 
ception of what 1 felt at the dies and ravings of 
thofe in the remoter parts of the prifon, who could 
not entertain a probable hope of obtaining a drop, 
yet could not diveft themfelves of expedtation, 
however unavailing ' And others calling on me by 
the tender coniiderations of friendlhip and affec- 
tion, and who knew they were really dear to me. 
Think, if poflible, what my heart mull have fuf- 
fercd at feeing and hearing their diftrefs, without 
having it in ray power to relieve them; for the 
confufion now became general and horrid. Several 
quitted the other window (the only chance they had 
mr life) to force their way to the water, and the 
throng and piefs upon the window was beyond 
bearing ; many forcing their paflage from the fur- 
ther part of the room, prelTed down thofe in their 
way, who had lefs flrength, and trampled them tt> 
death. 
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Can it gain belief, that this fcene of mlferjr proved 
entertainment to the brutal wretches without ? But 
fo it was j and they took care to keep us fupplied 
with water, chat they might have the fatisfaftion of 
feeing vis fight for it, as they phrafed it, and held 
up lights to die bars, that they might lofe no part 
of the inhuman diveifion. 

From about nine to near eleven, I fuftained this 
cruel fcene and painful fitudtion, ftill fupplying 
them with water, though my legs were almoft 
broke with the weight againft them. By this time 
I myfelf was very near prefled to death, and my 
two companions, with Mr. 'William Parker, (who 
had forced himfelf into the window) were really fo. 

For a great while they preferved a refpefb and 
regard to me, more than indeed I could well ex- 
poft, our circumfbances confidered; but now alt 
idi(t:m£kion was loll. My friend Baillie, MefTrs. 
Jenks, Revely, Law, Buchanan, Simfoo, and 
fevcral others, for whom I had a real efteem and 
a(fei£l:ion, had for feme time been dead at my feet, 
and were now trampled upon by every corporal 
or common foldier, who, by the help of more ro- 
bufl: conHitutions, had forced their way to the win<- 
dow, and held fall: by the bars over me, till at kft 
I became fo prefled and wedged up, I was deprived 
of all motion. 

Determined now to give every thing up, I called 
to them, and begged, as the laft inftance of their 
regard, they would remove the prefliire upon me, 
and permit me to letire out of the window, to die 
in quiet. They gave way j and with much diffi- 
culty I forced a paflage into the center of the prifon, 
wheie the throng was lefs by the many dead, (then 
I believe amounting to one-third) and the num- 
bers who flocked to the windows v for by this tinie 
they had water alfo at the other window. 

In 
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In the Black-Hole there is a platform''' coiref’ 
ponding with that m the barracks : I travelled over 
the dead, and lepaircd to the further end of it, juft 
oppoGte the other window, and feated myfelf on the 
platform between Mr. Diimbleton and Capt. Stc- 
venfon, the former juft then expiring. I was ftill 
happy in the fame calmnefs of mind I had pieferved 
the whole time ; death I expedted as unavoidable, 
and only lamented its flow approach, though the 
moment I quitted the window, ray breathing grew 
fliort and painful. 

Here my poor friend Mr. Edward Eyre came 
ftaggering over the dead to me, and with his ufual 
coolnefs and good-nature, aiked me how 1 did ? 
but fell and expiied before I had time to make him 
a reply. I Lid myfelf down on Ibme of the dead 
behind me, on the platform ; and recommending 
myfelf to heaven, had the comfort of thinking my 
fuffenngs could have no long duration. 

My thirft grew now infupportable, and diificulcy 
of breathing much increafed and I had not re- 
mained in this fituation, 1 believe, ten minutes, 
when I was feized with a pain in my breaft, and 
palpitation of my hcai t, both to the moft exquilite 
degree. Thefe loiifed and obliged me to get up 
again , but flill the pain, palpitation, thirft, and 
difficulty of breathing incieafed. I retained my 
fenfes notwuhftandmg, and had the guef to fee 
death not fo near me as I hoped 1 but could no 
longer bear the pains I fuffered without attempting 
a relief, which I knew frefli air would and could 
only give me. I inftantly determined to pufli for 
the window oppofite to me ; and by an effort of 
double the ftrengch I ever before poffciled, gained 

the 

* This platform was raifed between thiee and four feet 
from the floor, open underneath : it extended the whole 
knvth of the eafi fide of the prifon, and was abont fix feet 
wife. 
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the third rank at it, with one hand feized a bar, 
and by that means gained a fecond, though I think 
there wcie at Icaft fix or feven ranks between mo 
and the window. 

In a few moments my pain, palpitation, and 
difficulty of bieatliing ccafed , but mjt tlnift con- 
tinued intolerable. I called aloud for “ watfr. 

“ FOR God's SAKL'” had been concluded dead; 
but as foon as they heard me amongft them, they 
had flill the rerpeft and tendernefs foi me, to ciy 
out, “ Give him water, give him water •” 
nor would one of them at the window attempt to 
touch It until I had drank. But fiom the water 1 
found no relief; my thiift was rather increafed by 
it i fr» I determined to di ink no more^ but patiently 
wa.t the event , and kept my moiuli moift from 
time to time by fucking the peiipiration out of my 
Ihirt-fleeves, and catching the drops as they fell, 
like heavy lain fioin my head and face: you can 
hardly imagine how unhappy I was if any of them 
efcaped my mouth. 

I came into the prifon wuliout coat or waidcoat; 
the fcafon was too hot to bear the former, and the 
latter tempted the aval ice of one of the guards, who 
■robbed me of it when we wtre under the Veianda. 
V/Inlfl: I was at thiii fecond window, I was ob- 
fei'ved by one of my miferable companions on the 
light of me, in the expedient ol alLying my thiilt 
by fucking my Ihirt-fleevc. I-Ie took the hint, and 
robbed me from time to time of a confidtfahle part 
of niy {lore ; though after I detefted him, I had 
ever the addrefa to begin on that fleevc fii ft, when 
I thought my refcrvoirs weie fuffictently rcple- 
nifhed ; and our mouths and nofes often met in ilic 
conteft. This plundeicr, 1 found afterwards, was 
a worthy ypung gentleman m the f.rvice, Mr. 
jkufiiington, one of the few who eiraped from - 
death, and fince paid me the compliment of afliir- 

ing 
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ing me, he believed he owed his life to the many 
' comfortable draughts he h'ad from my fleeves. I 
mention this incident, as 1 think nothing can give 
you a more lively idea of the melancholy ftate and 
diftiefs we were reduced to. Before I hit upon this 
happy expedient, I had, in an ungovernable fit of 
thirll;, attempted drinking my unne % but it was fo 
intcnfely bitter there was no enduring a fecond 
. taile, whereas no Bnllol water could be more foft 
or pleafant than what arofe from pcrlpiration. 

By half an hour paft eleven the much greater 
number of thofe living were m an outrageous de> 
briun^ and the others quite ungovernable ; few 
retaining any calmnefs, but the ranks next the win- 
dows.> By what I had felt myfelf, I was fully fen- 
fible what thofe within fuffered ; but had only 
pity to beftow upon them, not then thinking 
how foon I Ihould myfelf become a greater obje6l: 
of it. 

^ They all now found, that water, inftead of re^ 
Jieving, rather heightened their uncafineffis ; and, 

Air, Air,” was the general cry. Every infult 
that could be devifed againlt the guard, all the 
opprobrious names and abule that the Suba, Mo* 
nickchiind *, &c. could be loaded with, were re* 
peated to provoke the guard to fire upon us, every 
man that could, rulhing tumultuouQy towards the 
windows with eager hopes of meeting the firft flioc. 
Then a general prayer to heaven, to haften the 
approach of the flames to the right and left of us, 
and put a period to our mifcry. But thefe faibng, 
they whofe ftrength and Ipirits were quite ex- 
haufted, laii^ chemfelves down and cxpirea quietly 
upon their fellows: others who had yet fome 
ftrength and vigour left,, made a Ult effort fof 
the window^ and fcvcral iucceeded by leaping and 

fcrambhng 

*■ Rajsfa Monickebund, appointed by die Saba Goveinor 
pf Calcpttap 
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Icrambling over the backs and heads of thofe in the 
iirit ranks ; and got hold of the bars, from which 
there was no removing them. Many to the right 
and left funk with the violent prcfliiie, and were 
foon fuffocated 5 for now a fteam arofe from the 
living and the dead, which affefted us in all its 
circumftances, as if we were forcibly held with our 
heads over a bowl full of ftiong volatile fpirit of 
hartlhorn, until fufFocated ; nor could the effluvia 
of the one be diftinguifhcd from the other and 
frequently, when I was forced by the load upon 
my head and fiioulders, to hold my face down, I 
was obliged, near as I was to the window, inltandy 
to raiie it again to efcape fuSbcation. 

I need not, my dear fiicnd, alk your commilc- 
ration, when I tell you, that in this plight, from 
half an hour paft eleven till near two in the morn- 
ing, 1 fuHained the weight of a heavy man, with 
his knees in my back, and the preffure of his whole 
body on my head. A Dutch ferjeant, who had 
taken his feat upon my left (houlder, and a Topaz -f- 
bearing on my right; all which nothing could have 
enabled me long to fupport, but the props and 
preffure equally fuftainiog me all around. The 
two latter I frequently diflodged, by fhifring my 
hold on the bars, and driving my knuckles into 
their ribs ; but my friend above ftuck faff, and 
as he held by two bars, was immoveable. 

When I had bore this conflift above an hour, 
with a train of wretched refleftions, and feeing no 
glimpfe of hope on which to found a profpeft of 
relief, my fpirits, refolucion, and every fentiment 
of religion gave way. I found 1 was unable 
much longer to fupport this trial, and could not 
bear the dreadful thoughts of retiring into the 
inner part of the prifon, where I had before fuffered 
D d fo 

t A black Cbriftian foldier; ufually termed fubjefta of 
Fottugal, 
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lb much. Some infernal fpirit, taking the advan- 
tage of this period, brought to my remembrance 
my having a fmall clafp penknife in my pocket, 
with which I •deternnned inftantly to open my arte- 
ries, and finilh a lyflem no longer to be borne. 

1 had got it out, when heaven interpofed, and 
reltored me to frelh fpirics and refolution, with an 
abhorrence of the a£h of cowardice I was juft 
going to commit: I exerted a-new my ftrength 
and fortitude ; but the repeated trials and efforts 
1 made to dillodge the infufferable incumbrances 
upon me at kft quite exhaufted me, and towards 
two o’clock, finding I muft quit the window, or 
fink where I was, I refolved on the former, having 
bore, truly for the fake of others, infinitely moie 
for life than the beft of it is worth. 

In the rank clofe behind me was an officer of one 
of the Ihips, whofe name was Carey, who had 
behaved with much braveiy during the liege, (his 
wife, a fine woman though country-born, would 
not quit him, but accompanied him into the prifon, 
and was one who furvived.) This poor wretch had 
been long raving for water and air ; I told him I 
was determined to give up life, and lecoinmended 
his. gaining my ftation. On my quitting, he made 
a fruidefs attempt to get my place *, but the 
Dutch feijeant who fat on my Ihoulder fupplanted 
him. 

Poor Car^ expielTed his thankfulnefs, and faid, 
he would give up life too j but it was with the 
utmoft labour we forced our way from the window, 
(leveral in the • inner ranks appearing to me dead 
ftanding **■.) He laid himfelf down to die • and 
his death, I believe, was very fudden 5 for he was 
a Ihort, full, fanguine man : his ftrength was great, 
and 3 imagine, bad he not retired with me, I Ihould 
never have been able to have forced my way. 

I was 

' * Unable to fall by the throng and equal prciTuie round. 
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I was at this time (enfible of no pain and little 
uneafinefs : I can give you no better idea of my 
fituation than by repeating my fimile of the bowl of 
Ipirit of hattlhorn. I found a lltipor coming on 
a-pace, and laid myfelf down by that gallant old 
man, the reverend Mr. Jervas Bellamy, who lay 
dead with his fon the lieutenant, hand in hand, near 
the Ibutheimofl. wall of the pnfoii. 

When I had lam there lomc little time, I Ml 
had lefleflion enough to fuSer fome uneafinefs in 
the thought, that I fhould be trampled upon, 
when dead, as I myfelf had done to others. With 
Jbme difficulty I raifed myfelf, and gained the 
platform a fccond time, where I prcfently loft all 
I'enfation ; the l.ift tiace of fenfibiiity that 1 have 
been able to lecollefl after my lying down, was 
my fafh being uneafy about my waifte, which I 
untied and thiew from me. 

Of what paffed in this interval to the time of 
my refunedtion from this hole of horrois, I can 
give you no account •, and indeed, the particulars 
mentioned by fome of the gentlemen who furvived, 
ffolely by the number of thofe dead, by which 
they gamed a freer acceflion of air, and approach 
to the windows) were fo exceflively abfuid and 
contradiitory, as to convince me, very few of them 
retained their fenfes ; or at leaft, loft them foon 
after they came into the open air, by the fevei they 
curled out with them. 

In my own efcape from abfolute death the hand 
of heaven was manifeftly exerted : the manner take 
as follows. When the day broke, and the gentle- 
men found that no intreaties could pievail to get the 
doot opened, it cc.uired to one of them, (I think 
to Mr. iccietary Cooke) to make a fearch for me, in 
hopes I might have influence enough to gain a re- 
Icdfefrom this fccne of mifery. Accordingly MelTi 3. 
Lufliington and Walcot undertook the fearch, and 
U d 2 by 
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by iny ftint clifcovcied me under the dead upon 
the platform. They took me from thence j and 
imaoining I had fome figns of life, brought me 
toward the window I had firit poflelHon of. 

But as life was equally dear to every man, fand 
the ftetich anfing from the dead bodies was grown 
intolerable) no one would give up his llation in or 
near the window : fo they were obliged to carry 
me back again. But foon after Captain Mills 
(now captain of the company’s yacht) who was 
in pofleflion of a feat in the window, had the 
humanity to offer to refign it. I was again brought 
by the fame gentlemen, and placed in the window. 

At this jundtnre the Suba, who had received an 
account of the havock death had made amongft 
us, fent one of his Jemmautdaais to inquire if the 
chief fuivived. They fhewed me to him; told 
him I had appearance of life remaining, and be- 
lieved I might recover if the door was opened veiy 
foon. This anfwer being returned to the Suba, an 
order came immediately for our rcleafc, it being 
then near fix in the morning. 

The frefh air at the window foon brought me to 
life ; and a few minurcs after the departure of the 
Jemmautdaar, I was reflored to my fight and 
fenfes. But oh ' Sir, wint words fhall I adopt to 
tell you the v^Iiole tliai mv foul fuffered at review- 
ing the dreadful dclb Liction round me ? 1 will not 
' attempt it ; and indeed, rears (a tnbtite f believe 
I fliall evei pay to the n'membrance of this feene, 
and to the memoiy ol thole brave and valuable 
men) flop my pen. 

The little ftiength icmainlng amongfl the molt 
robufb who lurvived, made it a difficult tafk to 
lemovc the dead jiiled up again rt the door ; lo 
that I believe it was more than twenty minutes 
befoie wc obtained a paflage out for one at a 
time. 

I I had 
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I had foon rcafon to be convinced the particular 
inquiry made after me did not icfuk fiom any 
diftate of favour, humanity, or contrition , when 
I came out, I found myfelf m a high putrid tever, 
and, not being able to ftand, threw myfcIf on the 
wet grafs without the Veranda, when a meifage was 
brought me, lignifying I nnift immediately attend 
the Suba. Not being capable of walking, they 
weic obliged to fupport me under each arm ; and 
on the way, one of the Jemmautdaurs told me, as 
a liicnd, to make a full confelilon where the trea- 
fure was buried in the fort, or that in half an hour 
I fliould be (hot off from the mouth of a cannon 
The intimation gave me no manner of concern 
fbi, at chat junfture, I (bould haveefteemed death 
tlie greatefl: favour the tyrant could have beftowed 
upon me. 

Jjcing brought into his piefencc, he foon obfeived 
the wretched plight I was in, and ordered a large 
folio volume, which lay on a heap of plunder, to 
be brought for me to (it on I endeavoured tv/o 
or thiec times to fpcak, but my tongue was dry 
and without motion. He ordered tije water. As 
foon as I got Ipeech, I began co lecount the difmal 
cataftrophe of my mi(erable companions. But he 
ftopt me (hort, with celling me, he was well in- 
formed of great treafure being buried or fecreted 
in the fort, and that I was privy to it and if I ex- 
pefted favour, muft difcovcr it. 

I urged every thing I could to convince him 
there was no truth in the information or that if 
any fuch thing had been done, it was without my 
knowledge. I reminded him of his repeated alTur- 
ance to me, the day before ; but he refumed the 
fubjcift of the treafure, and all I could fay feemed 
to gam no ciedic with him. I was oidered pn oner 
I) d 3 under 


* \ rintenceof death camiuon in Tndoftan. 
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unclci Mhir Muddon, General of the HouflioSd 
Ti oops. 

Amongft the guard winch canied me fiom the 
Suba, one bore a large Morattcr battle-axe, which 
gave rife, I imagine, to Mr. Secrctarv Cooke's 
belief and repoit to the fleet, that he faw me car- 
ried out, with the edge of the ax towanls me, to 
have my head ftrock pff. This I believe is the 
only account you will have of me, until I bring you 
a better myfelf. But to refume my lubjeft : I was 
ordered to the camp of Mhir Muddon’s quaiters, 
within the outward ditch, fomething fliort of Omy- 
chund’s garden (which you know is above thice 
miles from the fort) and with me MelTieurs Court, 
Walcot, and Burdet. The reft, who furvived the 
fatal night, gained their liberty, except Mrs. Caiey, 
who was too young and handfome. The dead 
bodies were promifcuoufly thrown into the ditch 
of our unflnilhed ravelin, and covered with the 
earth. 

My being treated with this feveiity, I have 
fufRcient reafon to affirm, proceeded from the fol- 
lowing caufes. The Suba’s refentment for my 
defending the fort, after the Governor, &c. had 
abandoned it ; his prepoflfeflion touching the trea- 
fure ; and thirdly, the mftigations of Omychund 
in refentment for my not releafing him out of pri- 
fon, as foon as I had the command of the fort ; 
a circumftance, which in the heat and hurry of 
addon, never once occurred to me, or I had cer- 
tainly done It; becaufe I thought his imprifonmenC 
iinjuft. But that the haid treatment I met witli, 
may truly be attributed in a great meafure to his 
fuggeftion and infinuations, I am well affured, from 
the whole of his fubfequent condudl ; and this 
further confirmed me, in the three gentlemen fe- 
Icdled to be my companions, againft each pf whom 

he 
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fie had conceived particular refen tment; and yon 
know Omychund can never forgive. 

We were conveyed in a Hackery * to the camp 
the 2ill: of June, in the moi ning, and fbon loaded 
with fetters, and fbowed all four in a feapoy’s tent, 
about four feet long, three wide, and about three 
high 5 fo that we weic half in, half out: All night 
it rained feverely. Difmal as this was, it appeared 
a paradife compared with our lodging the preceding 
night. Here I became covered from head to foot 
with large painful bolls, the firfi: fymptom of my 
rccoveiyj for until tliefe appeared, my fever did 
not leave me. 

' On the morning of the 2 2d, they marched us 
to town in our fetters, under the fcoi clung beams 
of an intenfe hot fun, and lodged us at the Dock- 
head in the open fmall Veranda, fronting the river, 
where we had a ftrong guard over us, commanded 
by Bundo Sing Ha2ary, an officer under Mhif 
Muddon. Here the other gentlemen broke out 
likewife in boils all over their bodies (a happy cir- 
cumilance, which, as I afterwards leained, at- 
tended every one who came out of the Black- 
Hole.) 

On our arrival at this place, we foon were given 
to underffand, we ftiould be embarked for Muxa- 
dabad where I think you have never been ; and 
fince I have brought you thus far, you may as well 
take this trip with us likewife. I have much leiluve 
on my hands at prefent j and, you know, you may 
chufe your kifure foi perufal. 

We let out on our travels from the Dock-bead 
the 241b in the afternoon, and were embarked on 
a large Wollack containing part of Bundo 
Sing’s plunder, &c. She bulged a-fliore a little 
after we let off, and bioke one ot her floor timbers : 

D d 4 however 

* A coach drawn by oxen. f The capital of Bengal, 
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however they puflied on, though (he made fo much 
water Ihe could hardly fwim. Our bedftead and 
bedding were a platform of loofe unequal bamboos 
laid on the bottom timbers : fo that when they had 
been neehgent in bailing, we frequently waked 
with half of us in the water. We had hardly any 
floaths to our bodies, and nothing but a bit of 
mat, and a bit or two of old gunny-bag, which we 
begged at the Dock-head to defend us from the 
fun, rains, and dews. Our food only rice, and 
the water along- fide, which, you know, is neither 
very clean, nor very palatable, in the rams : but 
there was enough of it without fcrambling. 

In fhort. Sir, though our diftreflcs in this fitiia- 
tion, covered with tormenting boils, and loaded with 
irons, will be thought, and doubtlefs were, very 
deplorable ; yet the grateful confideration of our 
being fo providentially a remnant of the faved, 
made every thing elfe appear light to us. Our 
rice and water-dicr, defigned as a grievance to us, 
was certainly our prefervation ; for, could we (cir- , 
cumftanced as we were) have indulged in flefli and 
wine, we had died beyond all doubt. 

When we arrived at Hougly fort, I wrote a 
ftiort letter to governor Bifdom (by means of a 
pencil and blank leaf of a volume of Archbifliop 
Tfilotfon’s fermons given us by one of oqr guard, 
part of bis plunder) advifing him of our mil'erable 
plighL He had the humanity to difpatch three 
feveral boats after us, with frelli provifions, liquors, 
cloaths, and money 5 qejther of which reached us. 
But, Whatever is, is right.” Our rice and 
water wpre more falutary and proper for us. 

Matters ridiculous apd droll abundantly occurred 
n the courle of our trip. But theie I will poftpone 
or a perfonal recital, that I may laugh with you, 
nd will only mention, that mv hands alone being 
rw from impofthumes, I was obliged fot fome 

ti{ne 
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time to turn nurC.-, and feed my poor diftrefle^ 
companions. 

When we came oppolite to Santipore, they found 
the Wollack would not be able to proceed further, 
for want of water in the river ; and one of the 
guard was fent a-ftiore to demand of the Zemindar* 
of that diftrift, li'j,ht boats to carry prifoners of 
Hate under their charge to Muxadabad. The Ze- 
mindar, giving no credit to the fellow, mufti red 
his guard of pykes, beat him, and drove him 
away. 

This, on the return of the Buikandafs, raifed a 
moft furious combuflion. Our Jemmautdaar or- 
dered his people to arms, and the refolution was to 
take the Zemindar and cairy him bound apnfoner 
to Muxadabad. Accordingly they landed with 
their fire-arms, fwords, and targets ; when it oc- 
curred to one mifchievous mortal amongft them, 
that the taking me with them, would be a proof 
of their commiffion, and the high offence the 
Zemindar had committed. 

Being immediately lugged aChore, I urged the 
impoflibility of my walking, covered as my legs 
were with boils, and feveral of them in the way 
ef my fetters and intreated, if I muft go, that 
they would for the time take off my irons, as it 
was not in my power to efcape from them; for 
they faw I was hardly able to ftand. But I might 
as well have petitioned tygers, or made fupplication 
to the wind. I was obliged to crawl : They fignified 
to me, it was now my bufinefs to obey, and that I 
ihould remember, I was not then in the Kella of 
Allynagore f . Thus was I marched in a fcorch- 
ing fun, near noon, for more than a mile and 
half ; my legs running in a ftream of blood from 
the irritation of my irons, and myfelf ready to 
' drop 

* A proprietor of land. 1 The name given to 

(lalcutta, by the Saba, after the capture. 
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drop every flcp with exceflive fjialnefs and Uii-* 
fpcakable pain. 

When we came near the Cutcberry of the diftriiTt, 
the Zemindar with hia pykes was drawn up ready 
to receive us ; but as foon as they prefented me 
to him as a prifoner of ftate, cftimatcd and valued 
to them at four lack of Rupees *, he confcflcd 
himfelf fenfible of his miftake, and made no further 
fliew of reliftance. The Jcmmautdaar feized him, 
and gave orders to have him bound and fent to the 
boat : but on his making further fiibmiflion, and 
promifing to get boats from Santipore to fend after 
us, and agreeing to pay them for the trouble he 
had caufed, he was rclealed, and matters accom- 
modated. 

I was become fo very low and weak with this 
cruel travel, that it was fome time before they 
would venture to march me back ; and the “ hard- 
“ hearted villains,” for their own fakes, wpre at 
laft obliged to carry me part of the way, and fup- 
port me the reft, covering me from the fun with 
their fhields. A poor fellow, one of our Under- 
Gomaftaus of Santipore, feeing me at the Cutcher- 
ry, knew me, and, with tears m his eyes, prefented 
me with a bunch of plantains, the half of which 
my guard plundered by the way. 

We departed from hence direftly, in expeftation 
of boats following us, but they never came ; and 
the next day (I thank the laft of June) they prefled 
a fmall open fifhing-dingy, and embarked us on 
that, with two of our guard only ; for in fidt, any 
more would have funk her. Here we had a bed of 
bamboos, fomething fofter, I think, than thofe of 
the great boat; that is, they were fomething 
fmoother, but we were fo diftreffed for room, that 
we could not ftir without our fetters bruiling our 
own, or each others boils ; and were in woeful 

diftrels 


* jo.oool, 



r 4” 5 

difttefs indeed^ not arriving at Muxadabad until 
the ;th of July in the aiternoon. We were all 
this while expofed to one regular fuccellion of 
heavy rain, or intenfe fun-lhine, and nothing to 
defend us from either. 

But then don’t let me forget our bleflings ; for 
by the good-natuie of one of our guard, Shaike 
Bodul, we now and then latterly got a few plan- 
tains, onions, parched rice, with Jaggiee*, and 
the Intter green, called Curella; all which were 
to us luxurious indulgencies, and made the rice go 
down delicioufly. 

On the 7 th of July, early in the morning, we 
came m fight of the French faftory, I had a letter 
prepared tor Mr. Law the Chief, and prevailed 
with my friend Bodul, to put to there. On the 
receipt of my letter, Mr. Law, with much politc- 
nefs and humanity, came down to the water-fid^ 
and remained near an hour with us. He gave the 
Shaike a genteel prefent for his civilities, and of- 
fered him a confiderable reward and fecurity, if he 
would peimit us to land for an hour’s refrefliment: 
but he rephed, his head would pay for the indul- 
gence, After Mr. Law had given us a fiipply of 
cloaths, linen, provifions, liquors, and cafli, we left 
his factory with grateful hearts and compliments. 

We could not, as you may imagine, long refifl. 
touching our ftock of provifions j but however 
temperate we thought ourfelves, we were al^ dil- 
oidered more or lefs by this firft indulgence. A 
few hours after I was feized with a painful inflam- 
mation in my right leg and thigh. 

Faffing by our fort and faftory at Coffimbuzar, 
raifed Ibme melancholy refledtions amongft us. 
A bout four in the afternoon we landed at Muxa- 
dabad, and were coijdudted to, and depofited in 

an 
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an open ftable, not far from the Suba’s palace in 
the city. 

This march, I will freely confefs to you, drew 
tears of difdain and anguifh of heart from me ; 
thus to be led like a felon, a Ipeftacle to the inha- 
bitants of this populous city • My foul could not 
fupport itfelf witli any degree of patience ; the 
pam too arifing from my boils, and inflamma- 
tion of my leg, added not a little, I believe, to 
the deprelTion of my fpirits. 

Heie we had ‘a guard of Moors placed on one 
lide of us, and a guard of Gentoos on tlie other j 
and being deftined to remain in this place of pur- 
gatory, until the Suba returned to the city, I can 
give you no idea of our fuffenngs. The immenfe 
crowd of Ipedtators, who came from all quartets 
of the city to fatisfy their cuiiofity, fo blocked us 
up from moining till night, that I may truly fay 
we nairowly efcaped a fccond fuffocation, the 
weather proving exceeding fultry. 

The firft night after our ai rival in the ftable, I 
was attacked oy a fever i and that night and the 
next day, the inflammation of my leg and thigh 
greatly incrcafcd. but all teiininated the fecond 
night in a regular fit of the gout in my right-foot 
and ankle ; the firft and laft fit of this kind I ever 
had. How my iions agreed with this new vifitor 
I leave you to judge j for I could not by any 
intreaty obtain liberty for fo much as that poor 

leg- 

"During our lefidence here, we experienced every 
a£t of humanity and friendlhip from Monf. Law 
and Mynheer Vernet, the French and Dutch Chiefs 
of Coffimbuzar, who left no mems uneflayed to 
procure our rcleafe. Our provilions were regu- 
larly fent us from the Dutch Tanklal * in Coriem- 
abad ; and we were daily vifited by MelTrs. Rofs 
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and Elcftone, the Chief and Stcond there; and 
indeed received fuch inftances of commiferation 
and afFc(5bion from Mynheer Rofs, as will ever 
claim my moft grateful remembrance. 

The whole body of Armenian merchants toa 
weie moft kind and friendly to us; particularly 
Aga Manuel Satoor : we were not a little indebted 
to the obliging good-natured behaviour of Melirs. 
Haflings and Chambers, who gave us as much of 
then company as they could. They had obtained 
thtir liberty by the French and Dutch Chiefs be- 
coming bail for their appearance. This fecurity 
was often tendered for us, but without effeft. 

The nth of July the Suba anived in the city, 
and with him Bundoo Sing, to whole houie we 
wcic removed that afternoon in a Hackery; for I 
was not able to put ray foot to the ground. Heie 
we were confirmed m a report which had before 
reached us, that the Suba, on his return to Houghly, 
made enquiry for us when he relealed Meflieuis 
Watts and Collett, &c. with intention to leleafc 
us alfo •, and, that he had exprelfed fome reftnt- 
inent at Mhir Muddon for having fo haftily fent us 
lip to Muxadabad. 'I’his proved a very pleafing 
piece of intelligence to iis; and gave us rcafon to 
hope the iliue would be more favoui.ible to us than 
we expedted. 

1 hough we were here lodged in an open Bungulo 
only, yet we found otiifelvcs iclieved from the 
crowd of people which had ftifled us at the ftable, 
and once more bieathcd the frefti air. We w'ere 
tieatcd w'lih much kindnefs and refpect by Bundoo 
Sing, who generally pafli’d fome time or other of 
the day with ns, and fcafted us with hopes of be- 
ing foon releafed. 

The 15 th wc were condiidbed in a hackery to 
the Kclla”, m oidcr to luvc an audieme of the 

Suba, 

* The fcat of the Sulia’s rcfidrncc in the city of Muxadabad 
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Suba, and know our fate. We were kept above 
an hour in the fun oppofite the gate •, whilrt: hero 
we faw feveral of his nunifters brought out dil- 
graced, in the cnftody of Sootapurdars, and dif’ 
miffed from their employs, who but a few minutes 
before we had feen enter the Kella in the utmofl: 
pomp and magnificence. 

Receiving advice, that we (hould have no au- 
dience or adnuttance to the Suba tliat day, we 
were depofited again at our former lodgings, the 
ffable, to be at hand, and had the mortification of 
pafling another night there. 

The i6th ill the morning an old female atten- 
dant on paid a vifit to 

our Shaike, and difeourfed half an hour with him. 
Overhearing part of the converfition to be favour- 
able to us, I obtained the whole from him , and 
learned, that at a feaft the preceding night, the 
Begum had foUicited our liberty, and that the Suba 
had promifed he would lelcafe us on the morrow. 
This, you may believe, gave vs no fmall fpiiits ; 
but at noon all our hopes were dalhed by a piece 
of intelligence fiom Bundoo Sing, implying, that 
an order was prepiied, and ready to pafs the feal, 
for returning us m irons to Rajah Momckchund, 
governor of Allynagore, the name the Suba had 
given to Calcutta. 

I need not tell you what a thunderclap this proved 
to us in the veiy height of our flatteiing expcila- 
tions j for I was, as to myfclf, well convinced I 
iliould never have got alive out of the hands of 
that lapacioiis harpy, who is a genuine Hindoo 
in the veiy v/orft acceptation of the word •, there- 
fore. fioni that moment, gave op every hope of 
liberty. 

Men 


+ The dowager princeCs, grandmother of Suiajud Dowla, 
t Hindoo or Gencou 
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Men in tins ftace of mind are generally pretty 
ealy : it is hope which gives anxiety. We dined 
and laid oiirfelves down to fleep ; and for my own 
part, I ncvei enjoyed a founder afternoon’s nap. 

'J’owards five the Shaike waked me with notice, 
diat the Suba would piefently pafs by to his palace 
of Mootcejeel. We roufcd, and defired die guard 
would keep die view clear for us. When the Suba 
came in fight, we made him the ufiial Salaam ; and 
when he came abreaft of «s, he ordered his litter 
10 Hup, and us to be called to him. We advanced ; 
and I addrefled him in a llioit fpcech, fctting forth 
our fuffenngs, and petitioned for our liberty. The 
wretched fpcftacle we made muft, I think, have 
made an imprefiion on a bread the moft brutal ; 
and if he is capable of pity or contrition, his heaxt 
felt It then. I think it appeared in fpight of him 
in Ills countenance. He gave me no reply , but 
oidcred a Sootapurdar and Chubdaar, immediately 
to fee our irons cut off, and to condudt us wherever 
we chofe to go, and to take care wc received no 
trouble nor inluU ; and having repeated this order 
difimflly, diiefted his retinue to go on. As foon 
as our legs were free wc took boat and proceeded 
to the Tankfall, where we were received and en- 
tertained with real joy and humanity. 

Thus, my woitliy friend, you fee us reftored to 
liberty, at a time when we could entertain no pro- 
bable hope of ever obtaining it. The foundation 
of the alarm at noon was this • Moneloll, the Suba’s 
Dewan, and fome others, had in the morning 
taken no fmall pains to convince the Suba, “ That, 
“ norwitliftanding my lofies at Allynagcret I was 
“ ftill poflefled of enough to pay a confidcrable 
“ fum for my freedom i and advifed the fending 
me Lo Momckchund, who would be better able 
“ to tiace out the remainder of my elFedls.” To 
this, I was afterwards informed, the Suba lephed : 
2 “ It 
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** It may be ; if he has any thing left, let him 
“ keep it * his fufFerings have been great ; he lliall 
have his liberty.” Whether this was the refult 
of his own fcntiraents, or the confequence of his 
promife the night before to the old Begum, I can- 
not fay j but believe, we owe our fieedom partly 
to both. 

Being rayfelf once again at liberty, it is time I 
fiiould releafe you. Sir, alfo from the unpleafing 
travel I have led you in this narrative of our di- 
ftrefles, from our entrance into that fatal Black- 
Hole. And, lhall it after all be faid, or even 
thought, that I can poflibly have arraigned or com- 
mented too fevercly on a conduiE): which alone 
plunged us into thefe unequalled fufFerings ? 1 

hope not. I am. 

Dear. Sir, 

Your moil faithful and 
obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z. HOLWELL. 
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LIST of the Smotherid in the Black-Hole 
Fitfon^ exclufive of Stxty- 7 iiKe^ (ccnjilhn^ 0/ Dutch 
and Englifh Setjeant^, Corporals, Soldiers, ‘J epaz’s, 
Mtlttia, Whies and I’oicugueze, whofe Names 
J am unpcqnatnied "Mth), maht'^ on the whole. 
One hundred aftd twetity-three Pet Jons, 


Of Council. 

E. Eyre ? rr 1 Reverend JerTas 

Wm. Biillic Bellamy. 


Gentlemen in the Seivice, 


Meflis. jenks 
Revely 
Law 
Coales, Enf. Mil. 
Valicoui c 
Jeb 

Toriano 
E. Page 
S. Page 
Giub 
Sciccc 


Mcflis. Haiod 

P. Jolinflone 
Ballard 
M. Drake 
Caife 
Knapton 
Golling 
Bing 
Dod 

Dalrymple, 


MiUtaiy Captains, 
Clayton Withciington. 

Buclian.'n 


lieutenants, 

Billiop Siinfon 

Hays Bellamy. 

Blagg 

Enf^ni. 

Paccarfl C. Wedderburn 

Scot Dumbleton, Enf. Mil. 

1 ladings 

E 9 
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Serjeants, 


rjeant Major 
uartei-Mafter Ser- 
jeant 


Abraham 

Caitwiight 

Bleau 


Serjeants 

of 


Sea Captains. 


unt 

fburne 

urnell, furvived the 
night, buL died the 
next day. 
leffrs. Carey 
tcphenfon 


Guy 

Porter 

W. Parker 

Caulkci 

Bendall 

Atkinfon 

Leech, &"f. 


LIST of thefe who Survived the Black- 
Hole Pnfon. 

Icflrs. Holwell Capt, Dickfon 

Couit Mr. Moran 

Secietary Cooke John Meadows, and 

'rn-. Ik*!"* ‘iik.A-4 


Lufliington 
Btirdet 
Lnf. Wiilcott 
Mrs. Caicy 
Capt. Mills 


Military and Mihtia 
Blacks and Whites, 
fome ot whom leco- 
vcicd when the door 
was open. 
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DEFENCE 
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Mr. Vansittart’s Conduft, 

IN CONCLUDING THE 

Treaty of Commerce 

WITH 

MHIR COSSIM ALY CHAWN, 
AT MONGHEE R. 


By d SERVANT of the COMPANY, 
long lefidgnt m BENGAL. 
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TO THE 

PROPRIETORS 

O F 

EAST-INDIA STOCK. 


J N the courfe of altercation on your affairs at 
Bengal, many injurious infinuattons have been 
levelled at the condufl and charafter of the Gentle- 
man now prefidiiig there-, amongft thefe, the 
gieateft ftrefs feems to be laid on two accufationsi 
to wit, the Treaty of Commerce made at Mong- 
heer, and a Model of Cannon prefented by Mr. 
Vaniittart to Mhir Coflim Aly Khan. The firfl. of 
thefe charges mey he (in part) founded on ignorance : 
the fecond, on premeditated malice only. From 
both we undertake to exculpate him. Much has 
been faid touching the liberties of the Company’s 
phirmaunds from the Great Moguls, and Confi- 
dence afferts they were given up by Mr. Vanfittart 
in the treaty of commerce he concluded at Mon- 
ghcer. Let us examine this fa£t fiift, and clear it 
of the veil of darknets that covers it. 

When Mr. Surman (head of the embaffy fent 
by the Company to the emperor Fanuefeer, to 
folicit the laft phirmaund, and explanation of 
former grants) was on his return to Fort Wil- 
liam, he pitched his tents in the neighbouihood of 
Moorfhadabad, and having acquired from the Em- 
peror a title and rank in the liLl of Omrahs, fome- 
thing fuperior to that which Jafiicr Khan (then 
E e 3 Suba 
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Suba of Bengal) bore, Mr. Surman expefted 
the firft vifit.-— Jaffier Khan allowed Mr. S»r* 
man’s fupcrior title, but confidering himfelf in 
rank the third Suba of the empire, and Vice-Roy 
of Bengal confirmed from court, thought the dig* 
nity of bis poll demanded the firft vifit from Mr, 
Surman : frequent meffengers paflcd between them, 
touching this ceremonial, for the fpace of three 
days i but neither Hooping, Mr. Surman ftruck 
his tents, and returned to Calcutta. — Thus an 
injudicious punftilio in Mr. Surman deftroyed all 
future cordiality with a man, on whom (from the 
nature and power of his poll) fo much depended, 
for the due execution of thofe phirmaunds granted 
by Farrucfeer. 

We grant, that in the original phirmaunds to the 
Company, there was a general liberty of trade 
given, without any exemption of particulars , but 
when this general trade, as well inland as exports 
and imports, continued to be cxcrcifed by the fer- 
vants of the Company as formerly, JafEer Khan 
prefently manifefted the refentmenc he had con- 
ceived againft the Englidi at Mr. Surman’s be. 
haviour to him ; and though his predeceflbrs had 
been tioublefome on this head, yet he went much 
further. 

His firft operations were, refufing us the right 
of coinage, and fpinting up the Zemindars, pro- 
prietors of the 37 villages on the other fide the 
Ganges 5 both ceded to the Company by the phir* 
maund. Thefe Zemindars kept up their demands 
fo high, and ftarted fo many difficulties with re* 
gard to parting with their lands, that the Company 
have never got poffeHion of them to this day : from 
the fame caufe, their prefidency of Fort William 
was eternally incommoded by a vexatious govern- 
ment’s junfdiftion in the very heart of Calcutta, 
known by the names of Molungah, Simlea, dec. 

FI is 



r 4*3 ] 

His next ftcp was to claim an executive right to 
the trade of three the molt ftaple and lucrative 
articles of tobacco, fait and beetlenut ; alleging, 
that fiom tunc inamcmorial none had prefumed to 
trade in tliefe three articles, but thofe who had his 
particular licence and exprefs puiwannah. He 
fignified thele Icntiments to the Prelidency, and 
piohibited the Company or their fcrvants trading in 
them for the future. 

The Company’s letvants ftill perfifting to trade 
in thefe articles, Jafiier Khan ftopped the Com- 
pany’s whole trade and inveftment for Europe, 
which could never again obtain a currency, but by 
tlie payment of a fe\^ere mulft, of one, two, three, 
and fometimes four lacks of rupees at a time. 

The fame fyflem of politics was peilued by his 
fucceflbr, until the Company at home being wearied 
out with continued advices of thefe contefts between 
the Goveinment and their Bengal fervants, came 
to a refolution of relinquifhing their right to the 
trade of thefe three articles, tobacco, fait, and 
beetle nut, for themfelvcs, and ftriftly prohibited 
their feivants ever interfering in them, on pain of 
immediate difmifllon from their fervice ; and thefe 
commands were repeatedly iflued by the Court of 
Direftois to their fervants abroad. Henceforward 
the feivants were content to trade in theft articles 
under the covert of a Mahometan duftick (orpafP 
port.) This they did on the beil terms they poflibly 
could with the Mahometan merchant, which was 
gcncially a confideration of 25 per cent, a confi- 
deration very model ate on articles that commonly 
yield a profit of 80 to 150 per cent. This 25 pet 
cent, was a clear profit, without rifque, to the 
mei chant who gave his name, provided he was m 
favour at the Dm bar ; but at the worft, he was 
always able to get oH for paying 8 or to per cent, 
^uftoms on the trade he covered, and put the reft 
E e 4 into 
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ifito his pocket, Sooietimeg a joint trade was 
enteiccl into in copaitnerfhip, though not always, in 
equal proportions. 

The continual abufe of the Company’s dufticks, 
by their fervants, has been for the fpace of forty 
years laft paft, Another great caufe for repeated 
juft complaints from the Durbar v for thcretjy the 
Emperor was robbed of his legal cuftoms on a 
confiderable proportion of the trade of the pro- 
vinces. — As the nature of the Company’s duftick, 
and the mifchiefs aufingfrpm the abnfe of it, muft 
be little known to you , a ftion explanation of 
both, becomes here abfolutely neceflary to your 
information 

The Company’s duftick is a paffport for their 
trade, ifTued under their broad Perfian Purwannah 
feal, or fejil of office, figned by the Prefident, and 
counter-ligr.cd by tlie Secretary to the Council, 
fpecifying the quantity, number, pack^e and 
quality of the goods to be pafTcd by virtue of that 
particular duftick, clear of aftdutie?, let, hindrance, 
or bbftniftions from thef5oveiTOneht*s gaards* 
receipts of cuftom fettled on different parts of the 
rivers and other inland parts of the provinces.—- 
The dyftick was alfo occalionally tfiued by the 
chiefs of your fubordinate faftories, under the 
fame formalities > and whether from the Prefidency 
or Subordinates, always Ipccifted the place from 
whence the goods came, and were dcftiped ; and 
with the particulars before recited, were fet forth 
both in En^lilh and Perfian, an,d a regifter regu- 
larly kept of every duftick rfllied. The duftick 
was drawn in Perfian, as well as Englifh, becaufe 
at every Government’s chowkey there was ftationed 
a Perfian Moonfpee (Writer cir Secretary) cm the part 
of the Government, who being a ftranger to the 
Englifh language, the Company’s trade might other- 
Wifc be liable to obftrudtion, delay, Ms and tJamage, 

by 
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by a longer detention in their boats at Ibmetinies 
inclement feafons of the year. 

Yoiu lerv.ints, down to the innior 'Writer, were 
entitled to a diilliek on application, for the pro- 
tection of ins piivate trade. Thewifdom of firft 
gi anting this libeity .ind indulgence, and the con- 
tinuing It fo long after the fatal confequences wet e 
vifible, are pomes I will not heiedifcufs. T-iet it 
ftidice, tlut I fay the abufc of it gave too jufl. a 
handle to the Government for frequently putting a 
Hop to the provifion of your inveftment in every 
part of the provinces, for one, two, and fometimes 
three months together, until bought off by the 
payment of a high muliH, which generally giew 
higher the longer a ftand was made againft it. Thus 
have I known a contention of this kind, which 
might eafily (in the beginning of an embaTgo laid 
on your inveftment) have bwn compromded for 
fifty or a hundred thoufand rupees, coll you, at 
ihe end of two or three months, three or four lacks. 
Though the policy of the government was invari- 
able m this particular of the abufe of the duftick, 
(as formerly touching our trading in the tlirec pro- 
hibited articles of fait, tobacco and beetlenut) 
they never, bcfoie the times of the Subas Ally 
Verdy Khan and Surajud Dowla, meditated the 
attack and deftiuftion of \ our forts and garnfonsi 
thefc had new and particular motives ; former 
Subas, on a tianfgicfnon either in the one or the 
other of the two bcfore-menlioncd caufes, put an 
Immedinie lioji to the provifton of your inveft- 
rpents, by l^tymg a prohibition on the weavers and 
othi‘i.1 cmoloyed m your manufaftures, furrounding 
youi* '"ubordinates with guards, and cutting off 
lupplles oi' provifions, &c. They knew the im- 
jioi taiif'e of your inveftments, and the feafons for 
the dii'pitch of it to Europe, and knew alfo you 
could haidly fuftain youifelvcs under the failure 
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of one year’s returns ; all this they were perfedtly 
acquainted with, and theiefore knew your lervants 
muft neceflardy fubmit, fooner or latei, to any 
terms they thought fit to impoie : a confideratioo 
alfo, which fliould have determined your Prcfidency 
to finifli every difpute of this kind with all polTible 
expedition. 1 will not Tay thefe exadtions would 
not have been made, had no real caufe been given j 
light pietences are lufficient for arbitrary govern- 
ments to a£b upon ; but where real cauie exifted, 
which (regarding the abufe of the duftick at leaft) 
was too tiuly the cafe, we cannot fiirely much won- 
der at it. But to explain the nature of this abufe 
of your duftick, fo conftantly the fource of com- 
plaints fiom the durbar : 

When youth fii ft embark in your fervice, at the 
age of 15 or 1 6, it cannot be leafonably fuppofed 
they fee out with any fixed principles of moral 
reftitude ; confequently the good difpofitions they 
may have acquiied by a careiul education, become 
too much liable to be perveited, by defigning 
artful men. Thefe young gentlemen, on their 
arrival in Bengal, entertain a fervant, under the 
'denomination of a Banian, who, in the general, 
foon becomes their mafter, and continues that 
power and influence over them, moie or lefs, as 
long as they reficle in India ; but more efpecially, 
if the Banian happens to be poffeiTed of a capital 
that can be aflifting to his (nominal) mafter in 
trade, the young gentleman himfelf rarely having 
a capital of his own to begin with. 

Thefe Banians aie either limply fo, or merchants 
as well as Banians. In general, they have no 
principle to be the rule of their aftions, but gain j 
this is their foie purfuit, and to accomplifh it they 
fhek at nothing, fo they can guard againft a de- 
teftion of their rogueries. 
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If they arc Banians fimply fo called, they are 
moilly tools of fome native merchant, whofe prin- 
ciples of reftitude aie not a whit better than the 
Banians. 

The Seats (a Gentoo Caft, fo calledj and the 
other Company’s Dadney mei chants, who provided 
their invcftments until the year 1753, raiely before 
that period ftooped tobeBinians to the gentlemen 
in your fervice ; but from that period, finding tlie 
meafuie was adopted for pioviding your inveftment 
by your own gomaflahs or fadlors at the Arungs, 
they condefccndcd to ferve citlier in peifon or 
by Banians who were entirely dependant on them, 

Thefe Dadney meichants, whilft they continued 
in that employ, always had the addrefs to bnng 
down their own piivate goods and merchandize 
with the Company’s, under the cover and protec- 
tion of the fame ckiftick ; but being in the above- 
mentioned year fliippcd of that means of eluding 
the king’s duties, they fixed on another which they 
knew had been foi a long term fuccefsfully praihfed 
by the Banians *, that is, covering their trade by 
the Company’s dullicks, obtained chiefly from your 
junior fervants. 

Various were the terms of this illicir compafl; 
fomctiines the Company’s fervant was entitled to 
ith, jtli, or \ of the piofits on ihc tiade fo cover- 
ed. At other times, with foirow J Ipeak it, your 
duftick was fold at vanous puces, from 200 to 25 
lupccs each i and to fuch a lliamcfnl pi oftilution 
did this ti ade in dufticks come to, that it was no 
uncommon thing to fee on the regiller a irade of 
tv/o lack per annum carried on m appeal ance by 
pci Tons known never to have been woith five 
pounds in their lives, nor that had credit to this 
amount in your Piefidency. Sometimes they en- 
gaged m a joint trade, the Banian or merchant 
finding the capital, in the courfc of which if your 

fervant 
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fcrvaiit came infer i-i6th of the profits he was 
well off, but ofLencr was biought in debtor. 

The Goveinmcnt’s fpics in the fcttlemcnt wcie 
well acquainted with proftitutions and abufe of the 
Company’s Duftick, and font daily advices ihcieof 
to the Duibar, wheie it ufed to be often thiown 
out in terrorem, “ that they had a long Duftick 
“ account to fettle with the Englifli.”— -And Suia- 
jud Dowla m 1756, declared he would prove from 
vouchers in his pofTclIlon “ that the Lnghfh hrd 
“ defiauded the King in his revenues, by covering 
“ the trade of his fubjefts with their Dufticks, to 
" the amount of one Corort and a half (one million 
“ five hundred thoufincl pound fterling) in the 
“ fpace of fifty years.” Howfoever this charge 
was exaggerated^ it is a truth, that the ftim of the 
frauds arifing from this illicit pradice muft have 
been very important, 

Yoitr Court of Dircftors were fo fenfible of the 
repeated ahufe of this indulgence, that, I think, 
there arc no lefs than five and twenty standing 
Orders againft ittranfinitted to your Prefident and 
Council of Fort William from the year 1702 to 
1756, each of thefe orders diiefting, on detefbion, 
leftitution of the King’s dunes, immediate dif- 
miffion from the fervice, and the aggreftbr to be 
fent to England on the firft returning Ihip 5 but 
notwichftancling thefe orders, and the utmoft vigi- 
lance of your Council abroad to prevent this prac- 
tice, it was found impoflible. The ftrongeft pro- 
hibitions, the moft folemn oaths, proved incffedualj 
and though it was noionoully known, that there 
was hardly any period of your fervice, that there 
were not fome of your fervants who had no vifible 
means of fubfifting, but on this trade of Dufticks ; 
yet, ftrange to tdl I we find few examples made 
of the aggrcflbrs on the records of the Company. 
This can be accounted for, only from the difficulty 
jf full deteflion ; but finely in this cafe, wheic 

3 
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the very exiftencC of the Company was liable to be 
brought into hazard, ftrong and glaring prefump- 
tion of the faft (hould have been deemed pi oof 
fufficient ; the more efpecially, as it was long evi- 
dent, nothing butexamplcs made of this prefuniptivc 
proof, would be capable of putting a total flop to 
a praftice that had ib often embroiled, and diftrelled 
your affaiis ; and was at laft o«e of thofe caufes 
afligned by Surajud Dowla, for that deftiuflion 
bt ought on your Bengal fettlements in 1756, Thefe 
examples fhould not have been confined to your 
lervants only, but fliould have been extended to 
the Black Merchant or Banian, fuJpeSed of being 
conrerned with them 5 thefe Ihould have been 
baniftied your fettlements, and in flagrant mftances 
delivered up to the government. 1 hiee examples 
of this kind, we daie fay, would have effeclually 
put a ftop to this mifchief for ever : We think 
Ibme diredlions to the above puiport and intention 
were fent out by your Court ol Diredtois a few 
years ago, but they were never put in praftice. 

To draw our foregoing anecdotes into a fmaller 
compafs, we beg leave to remind you, that we have 
fliewn two principal caufes that gave nfe to every 
conteft which happened between your fervants and 
the Government, down to the time of Surajud 
Dowla, viz. Your fervants trading in the three 
prohibited articles fo often mentioned, and their 
nbufe of the Company’s Duftick, both repeatedly 
forbid by your Couit of Diredors under the feveicll 
and mofl. pofitive leftridtions, and yet both con- 
tinued, and lately the one of them abfolutely 
avowed, nay, even contended for by fome of your 
fervants with indecency, arrogance and violence ; 
to the utter fubveifion of the laws and natural 
liberties of a country where you trade upon fuf- 
ferance ; as well as in defiance and difohedience 
of the reiterated commands of tl^eu mafters at 
home. 
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Let us take a fliort view of this government in 
the year 1760, when you faw a Vice Roy at the 
head of it, raifed by your fervants from motives 
of juftice, joined to the neceflity of your affairs ; 
confirmed by yourfelves in the opinion and judg- 
ment of your Direflors ; Confider this Vice Roy 
making you princely donations of the mofl: valuable 
paits of his country j then fee your fervants aim- 
ing to ftrip him of the remainder, the commercial 
legal duties which were to be his future fupport in 
that government you had promoted him to — now 
fee him driven from two of his provinces for not 
tamely fubmitting to arrogant impofitions— -then 
furcly you will blufh for the reproaches fo wantonly 
thrown upon the Englilh name and nation. But 
to return more immediately to our fubjefb. 

Soon after Mr. Vanfittart*s arrival to the Go- 
vernment of Fort William, fuch was the licentious 
conduft of your fervants, more particularly at your 
fubordinates, in thofe articles of trade fo often fdr- 
bid both by the Company and Government, that 
continual complaints came in of the unbounded 
violences of them and their agents, Mr. Vanfit- 
tart plainly faw, unlefs feme remedy was applied, 
general confiifion muft enfue. He took a middle 
road, and formed 3 judicious plan that all parties 
oughtrto have been fatisfied with, and, as he ex- 
prelTcs It, would have reconciled all differences, 
if faithfully adhered to on both fides : The liber- 
ties of the Phirmaunds touching thefe contefbed 
articles, as well as the whole inland trade, had 
been given up and relinquilhed by the Company 
long ago. — He has the merit of ftipulating for the 
refuming thofe liberties, n.nd prelerving them in 
perpetuity on terms highly advantageous to every 
one engaged in it, as we have already made ap- 
pear. It has been charged againft him, that he 
concluded this Treaty of Commerce without the 

alfent 
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affent of his Council. That he was fiifl: invefted 
with a difcrctional power has been proved beyond 
contradiction ; and though it has been alfo infinu- 
ated, he lupprefled and never acknowledged the 
leceipt of a letter fent by the Council, revoking 
that power, and containing a difli'nt to the terms 
of the Treaty tranfnitted to them by Mr. Vanfit- 
tart: — yet — if fuch a revocation and diflent was 
difpatchcd, it appears very extraoidinary that his , 
pnemies have not produced a copy of it, fince, in 
other matters lei's important, tliey have been fo 
minute — Therefoie it is no unrcafonablc concln- 
fion to fay. We believe no fuch letter was ever 
fent, — or it would certainly have appeared againft 

him. Another objedbion has been darted againft 

his condiifl:, for not giving due time for this 
Treaty taking place. — To this we fay, that pofli- 
bly he thought this licentious contraband trade of 
your fervan's lequired an immediate check. — And 
as they had engaged in it, in direft breach of their 
,maflers orders, and we fear in bieach alfo of their 
covenants , it was but juft they Ihould fuffer the 
confequences, for they furely had no title to indul- 
gence. One objedbion only, to this Gentleman’s 
cojidufb regarding this Treaty, remains unanfweredj 
and that is the article by which he gives the deci- 
fion of diljputes into the hands of the Government’s 
officers : but for this error he has fo ingenuouQy 
apologifed himfelf, that nothing but ill-nature 
could be capable of continuing it as a charge 
againft him. However, had not the unhappy and 
ill-judged fecond deputation taken place, this error 
might eafily have been retrieved, and over-ruled 
as loon as the inconveniencies had been difeovered. 

Concerning tbs prefent of Cannon, (levelled at 
Mr. Vanfittart’g reputation only) the charge is 
fo evidently malicious, as hardly to deferve a 
leply. — — It IS a notorious truth, that at the cap- 
^ ture 
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ture of Coflimbuzar and Fort WilUaiti, the Go- 
vernment had ftore both of cannon and field pieces 
with then carnages, which they had fix months m 
their pofleflion, — Surajud Dowla had ao of the 
latter fo well conftrufted by his own people, that 
tliey could hardly be known from thofe made m 
Euiope, But we will not affront your underlland- 
ing, by dwelling longer in the refutation of a 
charge fo repugnant to lenfc as well as decency* 
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